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Baapunmup BACUAMHEHKO

3ATOBOP

Hcmopuqecxasz nosecmb

(?KypHaabHBIU BapuaHm)

«Moé rayboualiee XxeAqHue — B 5MOm ONACHBLU gAsl peCcnyOAUuKU Yac
coxpaHumb caMoOOAQgaHUE U BblgepIKKy»

LluuepoH

DOyABBUS TOBEPTEAA B PyKaX CTapbl¥ cepeOpsaHbIN KyOOK, OTIIAA HEMHOTO BUHA, AaKe
He OTIHAQ, a UyTh IIPUTYOUAQ, 3apAeprKaB TEMHO-BUIIHEBLIE KAIIAM MEXKAY BAQKHBIX IIPU-
IyXABIX TyO. Kypnii AesKaa, OIepIInch Ha AOKOTh U MOAYA HAOAIOAAA 3a Hel. B Kecrax,
B3TASIAAX U OOAMKE ATOOOBHUITBI CKBO3UAO IBHOE HEYAOBOABCTBHE. E€ HApOUMTO 3aMepNeH-
HbIe ABIJKEHUS, YIIOPHOE MOAYaHNe U He)KeAaHHe O0IaThCda C HUM — TPEBOYKUAO MOAOAO-
TO IATPUITHS.

— TrI 3aBeaa pApyroro! Bece BbI IiAtoxu! — BBIpyTaAcs AI0OOBHUK. — 2KaAKo Ha Bac Bpe-
MS$ TPATUTh... — TOABIM U BCKAOKOUYEHHBIN, OH BBI3BIBaA YABIOKY 1 JKAAOCTb. TOABKO ITOAPYTa
He YABIOHYAACh U He TTOKaAeAd ero.

— He BpeMs HaAO TPATUTh, a... — OHA KPAaCHOPEUUBO C>KaAa ITyXAble I'yObl.

— A peHbru! — IOAXBATUA OOM>KEHHBIM ITaTpUIinii. — Tak BOT B UéM pAeA0?!

— A TBI He AOTaABIBaACS, OeAHBIM! — MPOHWYHO COIIYPHUAACH AIOOOBHHUIIA U, IIPEKAE
yeM Kypuil yciea OTKpBITh POT, IpHuOaBUAA SAOBUTO U 3A0: — CKOABKO s MOTY IIUTH 3TO
A€EIIIEBOE, APSHHOE BHHO U BAASITHCS C TOOOU Ha KAKOM-TO CTApOM CKPUIydelr KpOBaTH?
HioxaTb BOHb 3aCTUPAHHBIX IIPOCTHIHEN U TIOKPHIBAA!..

A10O0OBHUK cMelrancs. O6CTaHOBKA B €70 AOME U BIIPABAY OCTaBASIAQ JKEAQTh AYUIIIeTo.

— Ho TeI )Xe 3Haewsb... — Kypuil 3anHyAcs U MOKpacHeA. TOABKO IIOADYTa He AyMana
OTCTYIAaTh.

— YTO HAaCAEACTBO THI IOAYUYHUIIIL He CKOPO, & Ha CAY>KOy TeOsl He 6epyT... — OHa CAe-
AdAa MMay3y M C M3AEBKOM IIPUCOBOKyNHAA: — IToTOMY, 4TO ropaMu He BBIIIEA?.. — FOHBIA

MIaTPUITUH ITIOYYBCTBOBAA CE0sI TOABIM B IIPSIMOM U ITIEPEHOCHOM cMBICAe. OH CTaA CyeTAUBO
cobupaThb opekAY. DyAbBHUS OpocuAa CBEICOKA: — U ITocae BCcero 3TOro OH elrfé cMeeT MeHs
yIIpeKaTh!

Kypuii, Koe-Kak CIpaBUBILINCH C COOOM, OYPKHYA, HE TASIAL B €€ CTOPOHY:!

— /N\AAHO, KaK X0ouelllb... TOABKO JKaAeThb Obl IIOTOM He IIPUIIIAOCH!

— Yro-uTo?! — Ar0OOOBHUIIA OT HEOKMAQHHOCTH Ad’Ke UyTh OTCTyNHAAQ. [IraMsa MepAHOU
MaCASHOU A@MIIBl, OCBeIllaBIIed HeOOABIIYIO, He00OTaTO OOCTaBAEHHYIO KOMHATY, MATKO 3a-
KOABIXAAOCh...

— CmMmoTpu — He nporapail! — ynpsMo NHOBTOPHA IATPULIUN, BCTPETUB €€ HeAOBEPUH-
BBIY, UCHBITYIOLINMI B3TASA,

DyABBUS XOTeAd Pa3pa3uThCs OTKPOBEHHOM, MAOIIAAHON OpaHbio, HO B TAa3aX AIOOOB-
HMKa OBIAO UTO-TO AEP3KOE U COCPEAOTOUEHHOE, He IIOXOAUBIIIEE Ha OOBIYHOE XBACTOBCTBO
1 6paBapy. OOOCTPEHHBIM KeHCKUM 9YyTheM OHAa YAOBUAA — 3AE€Ch KPOEeTCs KaKas-TO Tak-
Ha. V1, AaOBI He CITYTHYTH €€, AeBYIIIKa OTBeAd 'Aa3a ¥ KUHyAda HeOpesKHO:

— XBaTuT 60ATaTh! S BCe TBOM yAOBKU 3Hat0. ONIATH KaKad-HUOYAb ouepepHasd OacHs! ..

— Orto He OacHdA, — Kypuil onycTHACA Ha KPOBaTh, U Ta MPEAATEABCKU 3aCKPHUIIEAA.
[MToapyTa CHUCXOAUTEABHO YABIOHYAQCH!

— Hy, He 6acHs#, a 3a0aBHas CKa3Ka...

OH HCIIOANOOBST B3TASIHYA Ha HEe U IIOCYPOBEA!
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— JTokAgHUCH, YTO HUKOMY He CKa’kKelllb!..

DyAbBHUS TUXO OIIYCTUAACH Ha CTYyA. OHa HUKOTAQ He BHAEAA CBOETro AIOOOBHHUKA TaKUM
Cepbe3HBIM U COCPEAOTOYEHHBIM, Ad’Ke UCIYTaHHBIM. DTOT HUCIYT HAaCTOPOJKUA €€, U Ae-
BYIIIKA 3aKOAe0arach — KASICTBCS UAU HET? A BADYT OH PacCKa’kKeT el O KaKOM-HUOYAb JKYT-
yaKieM NpecTyIAeHUH, Y>Ke COBEPIIeHHOM UAU roToBUBIIeMCcsI? Ho ATOGOIIBITCTBO B3SIAO
Bepx — OyAbBUd 3aép3ana Ha CTyAe, YyBCTBYS, UTO Y HEE 3aKOAOAO B KOHUMKAX TTaABIIEB.

— Hy, xopom1o, KAGHYCb...

Kypuii He pUCKHYA IIOUTU Ha OTKPOBEHHOCTb. YBEpeHUe, IIPOU3HECEHHOE BEIHYKACH-
HO U BCKOAB3b, He YOEAUAO €ro.

— TBI IOKAIHUCH KaK CAEAYEeT, — IIOBTOPUA OH HACTOWYMBO. /AFOOOBHHUIIA BO3Pa3uAa C
HACMEIIKOU:

— OT10 Kak? CoOcTBeHHOU KpoBhI0? MAu Mormaamu nipepkoB?.. [Tepectans, Kypuii, ro-
poauTs uenyxy! He xouenb roBopuTh — He roBopHu. Celfdac 4 BCTaHy U yuay. HaBceraa...

OHa y>Ke HaMepeBaAach MOAHATHCS, HO 00€CIIOKOEHHBIN ITATPULIUNI OIIEPEAUA €€, BCKO-
YUB C pacliaTaHHOW KPOBAaTH:

— Ckopo g O0yay 6orar... OueHb OoraT, — 3aTapaTOPHUA OH, IPOTATUBAA K A€BYIIIKE Ad-
AOHU, CTPEMSACH TO AU YAEPIKATh, TO AU OOHATE ee. OpAHAKO I0HAsA PUMASHKA He COOMPAanach
IOAAQBATHCA HU Ha KaKue YTOBOPHL:

— XBarutT! ITO 4 y>Ke CABIIIAAA... — OHA IPOU3HECAA 3ay4eHHO: — THI HAallIEA OOraTOro
IIOKPOBUTEAL... VIAU TIOABEPHYACS IIPOCTAK, KOTOPOTO ThI CYMeA OOAAIIOIIUTE. TOABKO CMO-
TPU — AQPOM TeOe 3TO He IPOUALT. AOATH IIPUAETCS BO3BPAIlaTh, @ Thl 9TOTO He AIOOUIIIb! ..

— A BOT 1 HeT! — ymnpsaMO oTpe3an AF0OOBHHK. — CKOpPO g OYAY 3AeCh XO35UHOM, U
IIAeBaTh MHe Ha Bcex!

— XoszguHoM yero? — He orcTynara OyabBusi. — CBOEro myCcToro KomeabKa ?

— Xo3guHOM PuMa... — HErpoMKO, HO TBEPAO OTBETHUA IATPUIIUU.

— Te1?! — moppyra He BepuAa CBOUM yuiaM, U Kypui TyT ke AOBKO ITOITPaBUACS:

— Hy, He opmH 4, @ Mbl. 2KAAQTh OCTaAOCh HEAOATO....

IOHag puMAsSIHKa CMOTpeAa Ha Hero BO Bce raaza. OOBIYHO 3aHOCYMBBLIUM M HaArAOBa-
TBI — Telepb OH Ka3aACsd CAeP>KaHHBIM U CKPOMHBIM. M He CIeINA AeAUTHCS C Hel TAaB-
HBIM cekpeToM. DyABBUIO 3aAEA0 3a JKUBOE.

— KT0 3TO BBI? THI U TBOM OecnyTHEIE APY3bs¢ He cMmernn meHs!

— IMpu uém 3pech Mou APY3bsi? ECTh AIOAU COAVIAHEE U CTaplIIe...

OHa nepeBeaa AbIXaHUe:

— Hanpumep — xTo?

Kypuit nepecuaun ceds:

— Aonyctum — KaTuauHa...

IMToppyra oTBeaa raasa. Kak Ar0oO0M JKUTEAb 3TOTO OOABIIIOIO FOPOAQ, B KOTOPOM OHA PO-
AUAQCh U BEIPOCAQ, AEBYIIIKA 3HAAQ, UYTO B HEM eCTh 3aKOHHAs BAACTh, U30paHHast HapOAOM,
a 0TOOpPaTh €€ MOKHO TOABKO...

— Bel XOTHTE... — OHa UCIIyTaHHO OCEKAACh. AFOOOBHUK OPOCHA Ha Heé BCTPEBOYKEH-
HBIN B3TASIA ¥ OCTOPOSKHO MTOSICHUA!

— A MO KaKux IIOp HaM TepleTb 3THUX CTapbIX OOATYHOB? OTHX TPYCOB U CYTAT?
OOpBIAAO...

— Ilocroir, — nepebunra HoApyra, — BeAb KaTUAWHA-TO He I0OHOIIA. ..

— KoHeuHO, — COTAACHUACS MOAOAOM HATPUIMU, — HO U eMy HaAOeAO CAYIIATh U CMO-
TpeThb Ha LluniepoHna, Katyara, Karona, Cuaana... CKOABKO MOJKHO ¢ Hapo AeMCTBOBATE... —
OyAbBU4 He OTBeuaAd. AIOOOBHHK, CKOpee yOoerKpas He IIOAPYTY, a CaMoro cels, 3aroBOPUA
ckapom: — C HaMu He ToABKO KaTuamua, a AeHTya, Lleter, MaHAMNi... — TyT OH IpUOaBUA
meénoroM: — M paske cam Llesapsb...

Y AI0OOOBHUIIBEI ADOTHYAM BeKU. Byayun BeCcbMa AQAGKOM OT BCIKUX T'POMKUX U HE 'POM-
KUX ITIOAUTUYECKUX CKAOK, KaK UCTMHHAd PUMASIHKA OHa YyBCTBOBaAa U 3HAAQ, YTO HUUETO
XOPpOIIero OHW HUKOMY He HecCyT. /3 pa3roBOpoB AOMAIIHUX ¥ 3HAKOMBIX OHA CABIIIAAA O
puKkTaType CYAABI M O 3HAMEHUTHIX IIPOCKPHUNIIUAX, KOTAQ AIOAEY XBaTaAu U Ka3zHUAU 0Oe3
cypa u caepcTBud. CBIH AOHOCHA Ha OTII@, OpaT Ha OpaTa, JKeHa Ha My>Ka, pad Ha TOCIIOAU-
Ha... I cTpax 1apuA B KaXKAOM AOMeE.

— Bl XOoTHTE... — TOJKe LIENOTOM IIOBTOPUAA AEBYIIKAE, KaK OBl JKeAaasd B 4eM-TO yoe-
AUTHCA.

— ToABKO HaBeCTH MOPSIAOK, — COOPABIIMCH C AYXOM, TBEPAO 3aBEPUA MOAOAOM IIa-
TPULIUY, AyMasl 9TUM YCIIOKOUTH TOAPYTY. Ero pa’ke o6pap0oBano, 4To OH IIOUTH Heuero He
pacckasaa. Bcero Aniiib po3payHoO HaMEeKHYA U TOABKO.

Ho oH CAHMIIKOM IAOXO 3HAA CBOIO AOOOBHUIY. HaperéHHasa >KUBBIM, HCKPOMETHBIM
BoOOpa’keHreM, OHa y>Ke PUCOBaAa B XOPOIIEHBKOM I'OAOBE 3aXBaThIBalollyie U CTPAIIHbIe
KapTuabl. OAHaKO Hapy’KHO HUYEM He Bbipara cebs.

— Bcé aTo 6pep! — ckazanra oHa yOEKAEHHO U TAKUM TOHOM, YTO Y O€AHOI'0 3aroBOPIIIH-
Ka He XBAaTHUAO AYXY CIIOPUTDL U IIePEeyOesKAATh €.
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3acepaHUe ceHaTa OBIAO AOATHUM U OeccopepsKaTeAbHBIM, U LlulepoH BepHyACS AOMON
YCTaABIM M pa3OUTHIM. ['OCypapCTBEHHBIE MY>KHM, OCTEpPErasach M He AOBEPSAS APYT APYTY,
IIpeBpallard Bce COOpaHus UAU B 3A00HYIO IIePellarKy, UAU B IIyCTOIIOPOIKHIOIO OOATOBHIO.
LluniepoH y’Ke C HeTepIleHUEM KAAA TOTO AHsI, KOTAQ er0 KOHCYABCKUE 005S3aHHOCTHU BO3b-
MET Ha ce0d Koarera — 'att AHTOHUM.

B mpocTopHOM TOTe € MypIyPHOU KaWMOM, B COIPOBOKACHUU ABEHAALIATA AUKTOPOB,
HeCIIIUX Ha MAedax paclbl — CBI3KM UBOBBIX IIPYTEEB C BOTKHYTHIMU B HUX TOIIOPUKAMU,
LluiepoH mEéA K OAHOMY U3 CEMU XOAMOB, Ha KOTOPBIX Pa3MeCTHUAACh CTOAUIIA. Ero AooM OBIA
IIOYTHU Ha OKpanHe PuMma, B ipepmecTbe KapuHbl Ha CKAOHE DCKBUAMHCKOTO XOAMA.

[TouéTHaa oxpaHa TOABKO M3PeAKa NMPeAyIIpe’kKAaAd OKPUKAMU BCTPEUHBIX, UTOOBI Te
BOBPEMS YCTYIIaAU AOpory. LInmepon mopo3peBan, 4To Ka*KABIM OXPAHHUK B AyIIIe HEIllaAHO
pyraer ero, IOTOMY YTO IIYTh IPOTSIHYACS He OAM3KHY, a KOHCYA He AIOOMA TOPOIMTHCS.
HecnenrHo BBICTyTIasA B CBOEM IIBIIITHOM OOAQUEHUH, YAOJKEHHOM MHOTOUUCAEHHBIMU CKAQA-
KaMH, OH IIPUCTAABHO CMOTPEA IIO0 CTOPOHAM, KakK OYATO BUAEA BIIEPBBIE 3TU KPUBHIE 3ara-
>KeHHBbIe YAOUKU C TECHBIMU AOXOAHBIMU AOMaMU, A€IIUBIINMHUCS, KaK AACTOUKMUHBI THE3AQ.

Bpanb, cMeX U HecpepsKaHHBIE KPUKU AOHOCHUAMCH U3 HU3KUX OKOH, 3allaXM YeCHOKQ,
AyKa ¥ TYyXAOU PBIOBI KAYOUAUMCH B BedepHeM Bo3pyxe. CaHAAAMN KOHCYAA M €rO OXPaHbI
II0CepeAn OT IBIAH, Ka3aA0Ch, YTO U AWIA AUKTOPOB TOXKe CTaAu cepbiMU. KoHeuHO, UM Obl
XOTEAOCH IIOAHATLCS Ha ABEHTUH MAU [laraThH, TAe JKUAQ PUMCKasA 3HATh U YAUILI OBIAU
YUCTHI ¥ TPOCTOPHEI, @ BUAABL XO35IEB YTOIIAAM B IIBETAX U 3€AEHMU.

LluniepoH UX IIOHMMaA — BCe ABEHAAIIATh OLIAM CHIHOBbSIMM BOABHOOTIIYIIIEHHUKOB U
HaBepHAKA JKUAU TAe-TO MOOAM3OCTH, B TAKUX >Ke TPSA3HBIX, 3aIllyIIeHHBIX Aauyrax. A BOT
u ero AoM. OH OBIA KYTIAEH eIllé OTIIOM U AOCTAaACS eMy IO HaCAEACTBY. AOM, eCTeCTBEHHO,
HeOOraThIH, HO BEITASIAEBIINNU IPOCTOPHEU U HAPIAHEU OKPY KAIOIUX.

OxpaHa BBIKUAATEABHO OCTAHOBUAACh. KOHCYA MHUAOCTHBO PACIPOIIAACS CO BCEMU U
CTYKHYA B KQAUTKY TSKEABIM OPOH30BBIM KOABIIOM, BUCEBIIIUM Ha yPOBHe raa3. Bo pABope
CABIIIAACS 3aAUBUCTHIN PeOSUNU CMeX U JKEHCKUM roBop. Y LluiiepoHa MoTenAeAO Ha CEPA-
Ile — OH y3HaA I'OAOC CBOEro CBIHUINKY Mapka. KaauTka pacnaxHyAach — Ha IOPOTe CTOSA
BepHBIU TUPOH.

XO035IMH KUBHYA €My ¥, PaCKMHYB PYKH, IIarHYA BO ABOP. JKeHa, CAy’KaHKU U HIHbKa
UTPAAM C MAaA€HBKUM MapKoM. ABYXAETHUU MaAbYMK, TOKAUYUBAsICh Ha HETBEPABIX ITOAHBIX
HOJKKax, 0eraa oT OAHOU KeHIIUHBI K APYTOY, C Maxy 3apblBasgCb HOCOM B IIMPOKUMI IIOAOA,
XOXOTaA U IIOTPSICEHHO B3BU3THBAA, @ T€ XAOIAAU B A@AOIIIH, ITIOA3AA0PUBas MaAblia. OTery
XOTeA BMeIIaThCS B UTPY U ITIepPeMaHUTh ChIHA, HO MaTh — TepeHIus — COTHAaB C AUIA YABIO-
Ky, CKa3ana 00eCIIOKO€EHO:

— Haxonern-to BepuyAcs! [ToueMy Tak AOATO? MBI TeOsI AQBHO JKAEM.

LluiepoH ¢ HeOXOTOM BBEIIPAMUACS U OTBETUA HETPOMKO:!

— Hy, TBI ke 3Haems, rae g ObIA. K 4yeMy 3Tu yripeku ¢

Mapk, HaKOHEII, 3aMEeTHUA OTLIa, HO €Tr0 TOP>KeCTBEHHBIU HapsA HACTOPOSKUA peOEHKa.

— Ayuile OBI TEI TYA@ COBCEM He XOAMA!.. — HerpoMKO IIpoBOpuYaira TepeHIus U B3sAd
MaAbUMKA Ha PYKHU.

LluiiepoH HEAOYMEHHO OKHWHYA B3TASIAOM AOMAITHUX. KpoMe ABYX CAY>KaHOK, HIHBKU
U BOABHOOTIYIIIEHHHKA THPOHA, BO ABOPe HAaXOAUAACH elllé OAHA MOAOAASA JKeHIIMHA. Ao
CHX IIOp OH HUKOTAQ HE BUAEA e€. 3aMeTUB IIPUCTAABHBIN B3TASIA XO3SI1WHA, OHA UCITyTaHHO
OIlyCTHAA BeKU. KOHCYA HACTOPOSKUACSH.

— A BuUéM Aen0?

TepeH1usa oTBeTHAA C AGAQHHBIM CIIOKONMCTBHUEM:

— Hau nepeopensbcs. S Tebe BCE pacCKaxy.

Tak u He IpuAacKaB peOeHKa, LIuIlepoH NpoIéa yuepe3 TOCTUHYI0 — aTpPuUi — K cebe B
KOMHATy. TUDOH ABUHYACS CA€AOM 3a XO39UHOM.

— YTO TYT Y BaC CAYYHUAOCH? — C ero IIOMOIIILI0O OCTOPOKHO CHMUMas TOI'Y, HAaCTOMYU-
BO BOIIPOIIIaA KOHCYA, IIOMHS, UTO eT0 AeATeAbHasd Cylpyra He OpocaeT CAOB Ha BeTep. U
He ycnieA TUPOH XOTS OBl YaCTUYHO YAOBAETBOPUTH AFOOONIBITCTBO X03WHA, KaK 3a ABEPBIO
Pa3AAAUCH HOCIIEITHBIEe IIary U ITyM IIAQThS.

— TupoH, octaBb Hac! — AOHECCS € TOPOTra TOAOC XO3AUKHU.

BeIBIINY pad, a Tellepb AOMOYAAELL ¥ CeEKpeTapb KOHCYAQ, Oepe>kHO HeCs Ha BBITAHYTHIX
pyKax TOp’KeCTBeHHOe OOAaueHHe CBOero IaTpoHa, Ha IIBIIIOYKax BHIINIeA BOH. Lluiepon
OCTaACsl B AAMHHOM ITOAOTHSIHOMU pybOaxe.

— Yro OBINO y BAC B CeHaTe? — IOHM3UB r'OAOC, CIPOCUA TepeHnus.

Eé Bompoc He YAUBUA CyIIPyTa — OH IIPUBBLIK K TOMY, UTO €T0 IIOAOBHHA BCEeTrAa NHTepe-
COBAaAACh ero pAeraMu. [IprueM aKTUBHO M HACTOMUYUBO.

— Hy, kak 00pr9HO. BOATOBHSA 0 TOM, O céM... Huuero nmyTHOro... — BSIAO OTKAUKHYACS
oH. ’KeHa CHU3y KPUTHYECKU CMOTPeAa Ha HEeTO, ¥ 3TOT B3TASIA CTaA pas3ppakaTh KOHCYAAQ.
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— A ObiAu TaM AeHTYA, Lleter u Lle3aps? — cpocraa OHa CIIOKOMHO, HO C SBHBIM IIOA-
BOXOM.

— lle3app ogBAgETCA OT CAy4Yas K CAy4ar0, — TOJKe CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUA MyK. — A Ka-
KOro /\eHTyAa Tl UMe€eIb B BUAY ¢

— Cypy.

— Omn onIA u LleTer Toxe.

U tyT TepeH1IUa 3aAara FA@BHBIN BOIIPOC:

— A KatuaunHa?

LluiepoH epABa He PaCXOXOTAACH:

— Tlpu uém 3pech Katuanna? OH ke He ceHaTop! Aoporasi, XBaTUT BOAUTH MEHS 3a
Hoc. EcAu THI uTO-TO y3Hara — rosopu! K ueMy oTu rayIible 3arapAKu ¢

KoHcya Hauaa TOHEMHOTY 3aKUTIATh.

— Teb4a xoTaT youts! — 6e3 0OMHAKOB OO'BSIBUAA CylIpyTa. LIullepoH B3APOTHYA.

— OHHU CO3paAH 3aTOBOP U HE CETOAHS 3aBTpa yoepyT Tebs.

— KT0?! — KOHCYA TOOAEAHEA.

— Karuauna, AeHtya, Lleter u Llesaps.

Cynpyr 4yTh OTOABUHYACS:

— OTKkypa Tebe u3BecTHO? .

TepeHIIUI NOAOIIAA BIAOTHYIO:

— MHe Bcé paccKasana 3Ta AeBYIIIKA.

— Kaka4 e11é peByIika?

— Hy, koTopyto T BupeA Bo ABope, OyabBuUs.

Luepon npu>XxMypuA Beku. Ha ceKyHAY eMy CTano CTpalrHo. B BHCKax 3alryMeaa
KPOBb, TDEBOKHO 3a0UAOCH CEPATIE.

— Kak oHa y3Hana? — 3BYYHBIN I'OAOC KOHCYAA OBIA eABa pa3danumM. Cynpyra UCIyraH-
HO 3aXAO0IIOTard: — YCIIoKoucd. S ceityac mo3oBy eé. Iloroau...

— Sl cmokoeH, — ¢ TpyAOM BhIA@BHA LluniepoH. — 30BH...

TepeHIIUs, OIACAUBO TASIAL Ha My>Ka, OBICTPEHBKO BEICKOYMAA 3a ABEPh, U €€ TOPOIIAU-
BBIe IIIary 3aCTy4aAl II0 KaMeHHOMY ITOAY. KOHCYA MepAeHHO OITyCTHACS Ha CTyA. [TpucTtyn
cTpaxa y>kKe MPOIIEA, U OH TYT Xe IMOAYMaa, YTO HOBOCTb He CAMIIKOM OIIIeAOMHUTEABHA.
To, 4TO ero MO>XeT HAaCTUTHYTh UbS-TO 3A0O0HAA M MCTUTEABHAs PyKa, He pa3 IIPUXOAU-
Ao Llunepony B roaoBy. BriepBble OH ITOAyMan 00 3TOM MHOTO A€T Ha3ap, KOTAA 3allUIaA
Pocnius Ameputinia ¥ BbI3Baa THeB BCeCUMABHOIO CyAABL. [ToToM OBIA pa300AaUUTEABHBIN
npouecc Hap BeppecoMm u emé, u emé... Ho Toraa oH 9BASIACSA IPOCTHIM, PSIAOBBIM I'DasK-
AQHUHOM U MOT II0 COOCTBEHHOMY >KEAQHHMIO yeXaTh KyAd YTOAHO, a Tenepb? CTaB raaBoM
TrOCyAAQpPCTBa, OH 3aKpPbIA cebe BCe IIyTH K OTCTYIIAEHHUIO. ..

3a ABEPBIO ITOCABIIIAAUCH IIIATU M HETPOMKHUE roroca. KOHCyA OBICTPO BCTaA U HAKMHYA
Ha [AeYM AETKUM XUTOH. Bouina TepeHIVs B COIPOBOKACHUN MOAOAOU KEHIIIUHBI, KOTO-
pyio oHa Ha3zBara DyabBuel. LluilepoH He cTar Pa3BOAUTEH IlePeMOHUY U CIIPOCUA HAIpS-
MYIO:

— EcaAu TBI 4TO-TO 3Haelllb — roBOPU 0e3 yTauKu. S cayIaro.

DyAbBHUS, YBUAEB B ABYX Illarax oT cebs 3HaMEeHUTOI'O OopaTopa M T'AaBY I'OCYAQPCTBa,
HEO>XMAQHHO CMEIIanach.

— OH cKazaa... — OHa 3aIllHyAdCh U ITyHII0OBO IIOKPAaCHeAa.

— KTto?

AeBylllKa MOAdara. KOHCYA ¢ MUHYTY IBITAMBO CMOTPEA €U B AUIIO, IOTOM IIEPEBEA He-
TePIIEAUBBINU B3TASIA Ha J)KeHy. TepeHnrsa HaCTOUYUBO, CAOBHO Pe0OEeHKa, CTard yTOBapUBAaTh
He>XKAQHHYIO F'OCTBIO:

— Hy, pacckaxxu ke, Kak 6b1r0! 91O Kypuit npoboaTancs Tebe...

— Kaxkoit Kypuii? — nepe6bua LlumepoH.

— KBUHT... — ene CABIIITHO OOPOHUAA AEBYIIIKA.

— A Tebe OH KeM IPUXOAUTCA? — He OTCTynaA KOHCYA. DyABBUS CMYTHAACE e111é 60AB-
Ile, a Cynpyra YKOPU3HEHHO IIOKOCUAACh Ha My’Ka. LIullepoH MOHSA, 4TO 3apan HEYyMeCT-
HBIM BOIIPOC.

— W stoT cameiit KBuHT Kypuii, — IpoAOASKHAA 3@ AEBYIIKY XO359MKa, — IIPOTOBOPHUA-
C$1, YTO OHM COCTABUAU 3arOBOP U COOMPAIOTCS 3aXBaTUTh PuM...

— Kro?! — roaroc KoHCyAa IPO3BydYaa KPaTKO U Pe3Ko.

— Karuauna, AeHTyAa, Llerer...

— U lle3apk... — TUXO IOATBEPAUAA I'OCThs. LIullepOH BHUMATEABHO [IOCMOTPEA B €€
AUII0. AeBYIIIKa BEIAePIKaAd ero HaCTOMYUBBIN B3TASIA, U TA@Ba TOCYAQPCTBA IIOHSA, UYTO OHAQ,
CKOpee BCero, He AJKET. EMy XOTeAOCh y3HAaTh IOAPOOHOCTH, JKEAATEABHO Ba’KHBIE U 3HAUU-
TeAbHBIE, ¥ OH IOIBITAACS BEIBEAQTD UX:

— A TAe oHUM OOBIYHO BCTpedaroTcsi? Y Koro?

— He 3na10, — yecTtHo nnpu3Harach OyAbBHS.

— Hy, napH0, — LluniepoH coOpancs ¢ MBICASIMH, — CKa’KH XOTs OB, KOTAQ OHU HaMepe-
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BAIOTCS COBEPIIUTB BCE 3TO? DTOT 3aXBAaT UAU KaK TaM?..

— CKOpO, — AEBYIIKa 9yTh OCMEAEAQ.

— Kak ckopo? 3aBTpa, IOCAE3aBTPa, Yepe3 HeAeAlo ?

— He 3Har, — Ipo3By4YaA KPATKUU OTBET.

TepeHIUsa C HEYAOBOABCTBAEM U TPEBOTOM CMOTPEAA Ha CBOIO IIOAOIIEYHYIO, OYATO OIla-
CascCh, UTO €€ HeYKAIOJKMEe OTBEThI pa3BeIOT BCe CTPaxX! U IIOAO3PEHUS.

— Tel )Xe yBepsAa MeHs, YTO OHU BOT-BOT HQUHYT AMCTBOBAThH! — HaCTyllara OHA Ha
rocTbio. — Beab y HUX BCE roTOBO!..

— Hy pa, — nmoaTBeparina Ta. KoHCyA BHUMATEABHO OKUHYA B3TAIAOM 00€MX >KeHIITUH
u obpatuncd K OyarbBUM:

— AaBal yCAOBHUMCS TaK: €CAU TeOe, — OH IIOMCKAA CAOBO, — YAAQCTCS Y3HATh, TA€ OHU
COOMPAIOTCS, CKOABKO UX U UTO OHU TOTOBATCS NIPEAIPUHATL — Cpaly llepepall MHe, — OH
TOBOPUA CEPBE3HO U AOBEPUTEABHO, U TOCThSI YyBCTBOBAAQ, UTO C HEU BEAET IIepeTrOBOPHI
IIepBOe AUIIO rOCYyAApPCTBa. TepeHInsa YAOBAETBOPEHHO KUBaAa F'OAOBOM. — I 1O BO3MOXK-
HOCTH — OCTeperuchl.. — rocThd MOKOPHO BHUMaAA. LIUIlepoH cCOYyBCTBEHHO CMOTPEA Ha
Heé, A00aBUB B 3aKAIOYeHHe: — OTO XOPOIIIO, YTO ThHI IIPHUIIIAA CaMa, & He Ilepepana 3alu-
CKY CO CAY>KaHKOM AU paObIHEeN, — TYT OH 3arOBOPIIUIIKN YCMEXHYACS, A@Bas IOHSATh, YTO
Me>KAY HUM U AOHOCUHIIe oOpa3oBarach TaiHad CBsI3b. — JTO Tebe Ha OyAyIreel..

ITocae yxopa HE3BAHOM TOCTBH CeMbSI COOPAAAachk B CTOAOBOM — TPUKAMHUM. HacTynuao
BpeMs yKHUHA. Koraa xo3siika, npoBopuB DyAbBHIO, BOIIAA B AOM, CAY’KaHKU HaKpBIBaAU
Ha CTOA, a LIuiepoH CTOSIA TOOAAAL C BEePHBIM THPOHOM M HETPOMKO OOCYIKAAA UYTO-TO. XOTSI
PasroBOp MOYEMY-TO LIEA IIO-TPEeUeCKH, TepeHIuda cpa3y AOTaAAAACh, UTO OHU OOCY>KAAAU
HepaBHee coObITHe. OHa XOTeAa BMENIaThCsl, HO B A@TCKOM MOCABIIIAACS TTAQY MaAeHBKOTO
Mapka. Xo3s1ika OBICTPO HallpaBUAACh TYAQ.

HaxopMuB 1 ycnoKOuB peOeHKa, OHa BEPHYAACh B CTOAOBYIO, A€ CYIIPYT B €r0 CeKpe-
Taphb (II0 pPUMCKOMY OOBIYAl0) y>Ke BO3AEKAAU 3@ CTOAOM, 3aKyChIBAAU U MUPHO DecepOBa-
Au. LluiiepoH pacnoAOKUACS IPSIMO ITPOTUB BXOAQ, ¥ KOTAa TepeHIUs BOIIIAA B TPUKAUHUH,
TO yCIleAd IIepPeXBaTUTh €r0 MUMOAETHBINM, HACTOPOJKEHHBIN B3TASA. TUPOH pasMeCTUACH
CIIPaBa, a XO34MKe MPHUIIAOCE 3aHAThL AeBO€e A0JKe. OHa AerKO YAOKHUAA Typd CBOE HEOOAB-
1110€e IIPOBOPHOE TeAO, TIIaTEABHO 3allaXWBasl IIIUPOKOe, CBETAOE NAaThe. TUPOH, HAKAOHUB
TOAOBY, CTapaTEABHO OUMIIAA KyPUHOE SIUI0, AABad IIOHATh, YTO He cOOMpaeTcs BCTyIlaTh B
pasroBop xo3sieB. TOABKO TepeHIua AOTaABIBAAACH, YTO OHU C MYJKEM yJKe BCE OOCYAUAN.

— Hy, uto?.. — Opocuaa oHa ¢ BBI30BOM. — YTO BBl 00 3TOM AyMaeTe ?

LluiiepoH He cIIelmA ¢ OTBETOM.

— A YTO TYyT AyMaTh? — OH IIOJKaA IredaMu. — BaObu CIIAeTHU U OOABIIIE HUYETO...

— ToI Tak cyuTaelib?.. — Cynpyra liepeBeAa THEBHBIN B3TASAA Ha TupoHa. Pyka otmy-
IIIeHHUKA APOTHYAQ, CKOPAYIIA yIIaAa co cToAd. OH IOTAHYACS 3a HEM.

— TolI )Ke caMa BCE CABIIIAAd, — BO3BBICUA F'OAOC KOHCYA, JKeAast OTBECTH BO3MOKHYIO
yTpo3y OT CBOero HalepcHuka. — Hy, 4To oHa Takoro ckaszanra? — OH I93BUTEABHO yCMeX-
HyAcd. — OuepepAHON AFOOOBHUK 3TOU AETKOMBICAEHHOM A€BUIIBI PEIIUA IOXBACTATHCS CBO-
UMU CBSI3SMU... 1 3a0AHO CBOUM MHUMBIM MOTYIII€CTBOM.

— ThBI YTO — He BepUIIllb B 3aTOBOP ¢!

Llu1iepoH 4yTh IPUBCTAA!

— Tlouemy He Bepio? — OH KPUBO YCMEXHYACS. — B HallleM rocypapcTBe BCE BO3MOJK-
HO... — OpOCUB OBICTPHIN B3rAsIA HA THMPOHA, KOTOPHIY 3aMep Hap CTOAOM, KOHCYA A0Da-
BuA: — Ho dakrTer! @akTer... [ae oam?

— Kakue akTel? — He oTCcTyHnana cynpyra. — A Katuauna, AeHTya, Llesaps? Onu Ke
BCe HeHaBUAMAT TeOsi! ThI ke caM He pa3 TOBOPUA 00 3ToM. Bcmomumu! ..

— S1-To He 3a08BIA... HO MOJKHO A IPECAEAOBATE M HAKa3bIBaTh KOT'O-TO U3 OAHOU HEeHa-
BUCTH K TeOe? K ToMy >Ke OyAyUM IePBBIM AUIIOM B TOCYAQPCTBE.

— BoT noTtoMy-To oHU U XOTAT yopaTh Tebsa! Ocobenno KaTnanHa.

Koncya onyctua roroBy. OH 3HaA, 4YTO €ro JKeHa nuTaeT K KaTuanHe CTOMKYIO Hellpu-
sI3HBb. BeAb el11€ He 3a0bIAACH Ta HAIllyMeBIIIasi UICTOPUSI C €€ CBOAHOM cecTpoil Dabuel, Ko-
TOPYIO 3TOT HarAel] IBITaACd 00eCUYeCTUTh.

— Xopomo, — LJuiiepoH He TOAHUMAA TOAOBEL, — 4ero ThI Xodelllb? CKa’kKy, HaKOHEII,

— 51 xouy, 4TOOBI THI OBIA JKMB U 3A0POB! — OHa BBICOKO ITOAHSIAA ITOAOOPOAOK. — U
YTOOBI HAIIIU AETU UMEAU AOCTOMHYIO KU3Hb 1 Oyayiiee. Tebe 3TOTo Mano?

3

C BOCXOAOM COAHIIA KOHCYA IIOAHSIACS U IIOCAE YMBIBAHUS, OPUTHS U KOPOTKOTO 3aBTPa-
Ka CTaA TOTOBUTCS K IIOXOAY B ceHAT. TepeHIus, HAKOPMUB ChIHA M OCTaBUB ero Ha IIolieye-
HIUe HIHBKH, IPUIIIAA B CIIAABHIO My>Ka. [ B3TAGHYB Ha ero HempuOpaHHYIO, BCKAOKOUEH-
HYIO IOCTEAB, CIIPOCHAA 03a004YEHHO:

— TbI ¥ rA@3, HaBepHOE, He COMKHYA?
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Llumeposn, o6eperas CBOM IIPOCAABAEHHBIN 'OAOC, TOABKO IIOKPYTHA TOAOBOM. OTO MOXK-
HO OBIAO IIOHSITH ABOSIKO: HUUETO, 0OOMAETCS MAM — IIOroAM, He Ao Toro! Ho cympyra He
CTara AOMCKHUBATBCA OOCTOSTEABHOT'O OTBETA, @ BHUMATEABHO IIOCMOTPeAa B AWUIIO MyJKa.
BEITASIAEA OH He AYYIIMM 00pa3oM: A0D U IIEKU IIOCEPEAH, ITOA I'Aa3aMUu HaOYXAU BOASTHU-
CTBIe MEILIOYKU. AaKe CeAUHBI IPUOABUAOCH B BUCKaX... OH y’>Ke 00AauUACA B TOTY, U TUPOH
TIIATEABHO YKAGABIBAA M PACIIPABASIA €€ CKAQAKH C IPUIIUTHIMY BHU3Y CBUHIIOBBIMU I'PY3U-
KaMu. KOHCyA AOAJKEH CMOTPETHCS TOPKECTBEHHO U BEANYaBO.

B ABepb 3arAgHyAa CAY’KaHKaA!

— Tam npumAu 5TH... — OHa 3aMsgAack. — Hy, ¢ TomopukaMu...

TUPOH TOAHAACSA C KOAEH, elllé pa3 OKUHYA BHYIIUTEABHYIO (DUTYPY IaTPOHQ, a Lluniepon
HeTepIeANBO IIarHyA K IOPOry. B COIPOBOKAEHMY JKeHbBI U CeKpeTapsi OH BHIIIEA U3 AOMY.

— C ybett momoIbio 3Ta OyALBUS HaIllAa Hac? — OPOCHUA OH Ha XOAY JKeHe. TepeHIHs
C OXOTOU ITOSICHUAQ:!

— Omna )XuBeT rpe-To HellopaAeKy. B Kapunax.

— A UbsI OHA AOYL?

— ITo-MoeMy, KaKoro-To OTIYIIeHHUKE, — XO0391Ka HEBOABHO IIOKOCHUAACh Ha THUpOHA.
Ho cekpetapb Moadan. OTMoadancsa u LuriepoH, 0AHAKO Cylpyra 10 9TUM MaAO3HA4allluM
dpaszaM ycreaa AOrapaThCs, UTO €€ HaCTOMUYUBOCTD He IIPOIIaAd AAPOM. 3a IIOATOPa AeCsATKa
A€T COBMECTHOM >KM3HU OHA XOPOIIIO U3y4YHUAa CBOETro OAaroBepHOro. [1pu Bcell 3HaUUTEAD-
HOCTH, Ba>KHOCTH U IIENEeTUABHOCTH OH YaCTeHbLKO OTCTyIaA Ilepep IrpyObIM HamopoM. U
CTAHOBUACS ITIOAQTAUB U O€33allUTeH.

Y BOpOT y’Ke CTOSIA@ AIOJKMHA MOAOAIIOB B KOPOTKUX II€PENOsSCaHHBIX TYHHMKAaX U CO
CBSI3KaMU NIPYTheB B NIpaBoi pyke. OHU MOYTUTEABHO IPUBETCTBOBAAU KOHCYAA. B oTBer
LluiepoH COAMAHO KUBHYA CeAelolel ToOAOBOU. TepeHINs, )KeAast 0O0OAPUTE €r0, AeTOHBKO
o’Kaaa AOKOTB My>kKa. OH 4TO-TO TUXO CKa3aa Io-rpedecKu TUPOHY.

[ITecTepo AUKTOPOB BEICTPOUAMCE BIlepeay, LInilepoH MOMeCTHACS B IIEHTPeE, a ellle 11e-
CTepKa IPUBBLIYHO 3aMbIKaAa IlleCcTBHe. Beg poljeccus ABUHYAACH IO Y3KUM YAOUKAM IIPEA-
MecTbs. [TpoBoKag ero raazamu, TepeHIUA IIOAYyMana, 4YTo B I[eAdX 0e30IIaCHOCTH CTOUAO
OBl BCIO CBUTY AepPrKaTh B AOMe HEOTAYYHO, HO IIOTOM OIIOMHMAACh — KOPMUTH 3@aBTPaKOM
1 Y’)KUHOM B TEUeHUU TOAQ ABEHAALATh MOAOABIX, 3A0POBBIX IIapHEel OBIAO OBl Uepecuyp Ha-
KAQAHO. Bepb y HUX ¢ LlnniepoHOM elljé ABa 3arOPOAHBIX AOM@, ¥ TaM €CTb CAYTH U PaOHI.

A caM KOHCYA, HEeCIIelIIHO I11arasi B OKpY>KeHHUU CTPOroM OXpaHBbl, IIOYTH He CMOTPEA II0
cropoHaM. [Tocae TpeBOKHOM, HATOAOBUHY O€CCOHHOU HOYHU, KOTAQ@ OH MHOTO€ BCIIOMHUA
1 00OMO3TOBaA, HAAWYME 3aroBOpa eABa AU CTOMAO HAIIPOYb OTPULATE. [ IpUUMH AN €TO BO3-
HUKHOBEHUS MOTAO OBITb MHOXeCTBO. OAHO HEHOHSTHO — YTO UMEHHO CHAOTHAO 3THUX,
CTOAB HEIIOXOJKUX APYT Ha ApyTra Atopeii? Toro ske KatuanHy, AeHTyAa u Lleszaps?

EcAu BepuTh CAOBaM 3TOU AEBUIIBI, TO OHU AOAKHBI YOpaTh €ro B caMoe OAM’Kaulllee
Bpems. Ho rae u kak? UM ubuMu pykamu? LlutiepoH IpuUrasipencst K cBoel oxpase. Ha pAHsAX
3aKaHUYMBAACSI AeBATHIU MeCsI] ero KOHCYABCTBA. OHM ¢ Koarerod ['aeM AHTOHUEM, Kak IIO-
AO>KEHO, AEAUAM €rO IIOPOBHY: AHTOHMU OTIPAaBASIA OOSA3aHHOCTHU TAABBEI TOCYAAPCTBA IIO
4E€THBIM MecdnaM, Liuepon — mo HedéTHBIM. EIé HepeAto OH OyAET XOAUTD II0A OXPAHOM,
IIOTOM OHa MepPeUAET K ero HallapHUKY. BeposdTHee BCero, YTO UMEHHO TOTAQ HAUHYT AeM-
CTBOBATh 3arOBOPIIUKHI. 3HAUUT, Y HETO eIllé eCTh BpeM4.

KoHcyA uyTh IPpUOOOAPHUACS. A BOKPYT KHUIIEAA JKU3HB OOABIIIOIO, Pa3HOS3BIKOIO I'O-
poAa — CTOAMIIEI MEPOBOIO rocypapcTsa. OHO eIllé He CTaAO UMIIepHel, B HEM IIOKa Te-
TIAMAUCH PECTYOAMKAHCKHE TPAAUIIUHY, U TO, YTO 110 Y3KUM, HEYHUCTBEIM YAOYKAM CIIOKOMHO
1IeCTBOBAA 'AaBa BEPXOBHOM BAACTH, — He CAUIIKOM YAUBASIAO I'Pa>XAaH. A MBIIIHAS TOTa U
CypoOBasi CBUTa KOHCYAA — 3TO OBIAU He IPU3HAKU O€3rpaHUYHOIO MOTYIIIECTBA M BCECUAUS,
a 3HAKU N0YETa U yBaKeHUS.

Baaam nnokazancsg KanmmTOAMNMCKUNU XOAM, ¥ AUKTOPHBL 3@aMETHO IIPe0O0pa3uAnuCh — pas-
BEPHYAU IIA€YH, 3alllaraAl TBEP>Ke U poBHeH, LInIepoH BEICOKO ITIOAHSA TOAOBY U yJKe HU Ha
4TO He OOpaljar BHUMAHUA — TIEeCAaBUE CABIAO €r0 HeUCTPeOMMON YePTOM.

Hapoay Ha ®opyMe OBIAO HEMHOTO. 3HATHbIE U COCTOSITEABHBIE TOPOKaHe TOABKO-TOAD-
KO BCTaAM, HECIIEIITHO 3aBTPaKaAu U OOCY>KAAAU CBOM AOMalllHUe Aera. Ho ceHaTopH! yKe
3a@HSAAU CBOM MECTa B 3aAe 3acepaHui (Kypum), u KBuHT Ayranuit KaTyan — ux raaBa — ro-
TOBUACS IPUCTYIIUTH K CBOMM 00513@aHHOCTSIM.

OcTaBUB MOUYETHYIO CTPAXy y BXxoaa, LlumepoH Boméa B 3an. [IpOTUBHUKY U CTOPOH-
HUKHU KOHCYAQ, BCE€ B OAMHAKOBBIX TOTaX, Pa3MeCTUAUCH HA MPaMOPHBIX CKaMbAX, PacIlo-
AOKEHHBIX ITOAYKPYTOM. [Tpu ero mosiBA€HUU OHU BCTaAU M MOAYA HaOAIOAQAM, KakK I'AaBa
TOCYA@PCTBa IIEA K HEOOABIIIOMY BO3BBIIIEHUIO, TAE cUAeA AyTanuii KaTyan, pSAOM ¢ KOTO-
PBIM HaXOAUAOCH U €TI0 KPECAO.

— Ilpomry capuTbcsi! — HErpoMKO pacHopsiAUACS AyTalyi, KpaeM raa3a HaOAIOAAS,
YTOOBI KOHCYA 3aHSIA OOBIYHOE MECTO.

LluiiepoH, DPUBBIYHO MOIPABASSA TOT'Y, UCIIOAOOBS OTASIAEA 3aA. BoH cupuT AunmHUMN
Kpacc — mepsbiii 6orad PuMa, Ha)KMBIIUU CBOe HeCMeTHOe cocTosHue elné npu Cyane.
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Bpar on uau coro3uuk? Psapom ¢ uum KaaBaut Mapiiear u Metean CIIMIIMOH — 3THU ABOE
OyAYT A€UCTBOBATh B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT JKEAAHUU CBOET'O COCEAQ.

Baragp KoHCcyAa 3apepskancs Ha KopHeaun AeHTyAe — IPSAMOM 3arOBOPIIUKE, O KOTO-
pom poHecra OyabBus. [To3a 1 Bech 0OAVK AeHTyAa OBIAY SBHO BBI3BIBAIOMMME. KaskeTcs,
OH A@Ke He MOAHSACS C MeCTa IIPU MOSIBAEHUU TAABBI FOCYyAApPCTBa. Ero OAMIKAUIIUU CO-
cep, — Tait LleTer To>Ke He CKpBIBaA HENIPUA3HMU.

A lle3aps? KoHCyA, cTapasicb HU4eM He BBIAATH Ce0sl, CKOAB3HYA B3TAIAOM B €O CTO-
pony. HepaBHO M30paHHBINM BEPXOBHBIM KPel] CUAEA COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MYTUMO, KakK eMy
U TOA0OAeT, CKPeCTUB Ha I'PYAU PYKH, BCeM CBOUM BHAOM IIOKA3bIBas, UTO eMy OeCKOHeu-
HO YYy>KABI 3TH Pa3roBOPEI O MPOILIEAIIeM TpuyMde AYKyAra U O IPEACTOSAINUX TpruyMdax
Mapunusa Pekca u MeTteara KpeTuka.

M moka ceHATOphl OOCYKAAAM MHHYBIINE U TPSAyIIHe TOP’KeCTBEHHBble COOBITHS,
Luiepon cobupancs ¢ MBICAIMU. TpeBOKHOe HOUHOE OAeHUe, KOTAQ OH B MEABUYAUIIINX ITOA-
POOHOCTSIX BCIIOMHHUA BCe IIPEABBIOOPHBIE CXBATKU 1 HAUaAO CBOETO KOHCYABCTBA, YKPeIu-
AO €TO B TOM, YTO 3arOoBOpa He MOTAO He OBITh. V1 poab KaTUAMHEL B HEM NIOHATHA. BepAb OH
OBIA OAHUM U3 F@BHBIX €I0 COIIEPHUKOB B O0PBOE 3a BEPXOBHYIO BAACTh. [TIoHATHag U 30004
AeHTyAQ, KaK-HUKaK OHM ¢ KaTuAanHoM paBHUe APY3bs. Ho Llezapn? Llezaps!

A 3acepaHUe ceHaTa MOIIAO CBOUM depepoM. C AErkoM pyku AyTanus ceHaTophl Opa-
AM CAOBO, TOBOPS Ka>XABIM, B Mepy COOCTBEHHOT'O KpaCHOPeUMs, BaXKHOCTHU UAU CAMOAIO-
OOBaHUS, U I'PO3s NPEBPATUTH IIPOUCXOASIEe B COCTSI3aHUE CAAAKOTOAOCHIX COAOBBLEB.
LlunepoH, AO’KA@BIINCH MUHYTHOM Iay3bl, HEOJKUAQHHO MOAHSA PYKY. CeHaTOPHI YMOAK-
AH. BOABIIMHCTBY ITIOKA3aA0Ch, UYTO KOHCYA, HACAYIIABIINUCH UY>KUX pedell, XOueT OAeCHYTh
CBOEU — BEeAb BCE 3HAAU, YTO OH — MCKYCHEUIIIUM OpaTOp U He YIIyCTUT CAy4Yast YMHOKUTH
0e3yCAOBHBIN ycneX. Ha Aullax MHOTUX IOSBUANCE CHUCXOAUTEABHBIE YCMEIIKH, ¥ TOABKO
Lle3apb OBIA IO-TIPE’KHEMY MOAYAAUB U OeCcCTpacTeH.

— YBakaeMmble U30paHHUKU Hapopa!l — HerpoMKo U 0e3 M3AHMIIHero mnadoca Havaa
Lluniepon. — BoT celiuac MBI ¢ BAMH MUPHO U OOCTOSITEABHO OOCY>KA@eM HAIU TeKylue
AeAa... — Lle3apb HACTOPOXXUACA. B 3TOM HAPOYUTO CIIOKOMHOM HadaAre KOHCYABCKOU peun
TAUAMCH KaKUe-TO CKPBITBIE HAMEKU. — BCE B HallleM TOCyAApPCTBE UAET, KaK AOAKHO. MBI
IpasjpHyeM TpuyM@ 3a TPUyMEGOM BO CA@BY PUMCKOTO OPY KM U 3aKOHHO TOPAUMCS Halllu-
MU 3aCAY’KEHHBIMU IOOEAAMM. ..

l'onoc opaTopa IocTelleHHO HaOMpaa CUAY, B TO JKe BpeMs B HEM 4yBCTBOBAAACh CKPBI-
Tas TpeBora. OHa 3aCTaBUAA CEHATOPOB NIPUAEPFKATh AbIXaHUe. TOABKO /AeHTyA ¢ LleTerom
O-IIpe>KHEMY C OTKPOBEHHOM WPOHWEN U Npe3peHHeM CMOTPEeAW Ha BBICTYIIaBIIero. A
Llniiepon, oOprCcOBaB BIIOAHE MHPHOE U OAAQrOIOAYYHOE COCTOSTHUE MUPOBOU AEPI’KaBhl
U €€ CTOAUIIBL, BAPYT 3aBHA, UTO 3TO CIIOKOMCTBUE — MHUMOe. /1 ToAOC ero HeOKUAAHHO
IPUOOPEA 3A0BEILINY OTTEHOK. B 3aae BollapuAach TUIIWHA. HapylnTe €€ OCMEAUACS TOAB-
KO OAVH YEAOBEK — CMEABIU U pellIuTeAbHBIN KaToH.

— Kaxk 3To Hap0 MOHUMATE? — CIPOCUA OH PE3KUM, XPUIIAOBATHIM TOAOCOM.

— ATak, — >XECTKO OTBETHA KOHCYA, — y Hac 3peeT 3aroBop! BepHee, y>ke co3pea... — u
TYT OH OPOCHUA B3rAgp Ha AeHTyAa. OAHAKO TOT yJKe YCIIeA KOe-4TO COOOPAa3uTh U, CKAOHUB
TOAOBY, O UEM-TO LIIENITaA Ha yxo LleTery.

— EcTb Kakme-TO Ba)KHBIE CBEAEHHUSA? — I'POMKO BEIKPUKHYA Kpacc, mepeKkprIBad ITyM
B 3aAe. CeHATOPHI BBKUAATEABHO IIPUMOAKAMN.

— EcTh, — KpaTtko oTBeTUA LluiiepoH.

[TpucyTcTByromue cAep>XaHHO 3alllyMeAr, OOMEHMBAasACh APYT C APYTOM BePOSTHBIMU
COOOPa’)KEeHUSIMHU.

— A kakme? — mopan roroc Metean HenmoT, caMbIl ITyMHBIN U HeCAEP>KaHHBIN U3 CO-
OpaBIIUXCS.

— Cepsbésnsble... — LIulepoH caperan nay3sy, BO BpeMs KOTOPOU yCIIeA BCTPETUTHCS I'Ad-
3amu ¢ LlezapeM. ToT BEIAePIKAA €T0 B3TAIA. — U He 04eHb... — KOHCYA IIPEPBIBUCTO B3A0X-
HYA.

— Hemnnoxo 65l 3T0 ycabImaTh! — HacTauBaa Kpacc. OpaTop cperan BuA, UTO UAET Ha
YCTYIIKU:

— Buepa B M0l AOM IipuOe’kara OAHa MOAOAAS PUMASHKA... — Ha Aullax HeKOTOPHIX
CEeHATOPOB HapOYMUTasl CEPLE3HOCTL BHaYaAe CMEHHUAACh HepAOyMeHUeM, II0TOM pa3odapo-
BaHUEM U yCMeIIKOHW. 3aMeTuB 3Ty lepeMeHy, LINIlepoH TyT j)Ke MPUCOBOKYyNUA: — S Ke
IPeAYIIPesXAAA BAC, UYTO €CTh Ba’KHBIE CBEASHUS, O KOTOPHIX I He MOI'y TOBOPUTH I10 HEKOTO-
PBHIM BECKUM IIPUYMHAM. ..

— AapHO, MBI cayllaeM! — moapxBaTuA Hemor.

— Tak BOT, — IPOAOAJKAA OpaTop, — 3Ta AEBYIIKa Ilepepard MHe, YTO CYLIeCTBYeT 3a-
roBop. boabmion. OnacHBIN. ..

— M ato BCcé?! — e oTcTynaa Kpacc.

KoHcya OKHHYA B3rAAOM coOpaBmInxcs. To, YTO OH 3apyMaa IPOLIEAIIe HOUbIO, CBED-
IIMAOCH. EMY XOTEAOCh B OUePEAHON pa3 YOeAUTHCS, YTO CPEAN CEHATCKOM BEPXYIIKHU eCTh
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€T0 HeIpUMUPHMEIE Bparu — sSBHBIE U TaHble. OAHN TOTOBBI APATHCS C HUM AMIIOM K AWITY,
ApPyTre — HaHeCTH yAap eMy B CIIUHY.

— A pa3sBe 3TOro Maro? — LluilepoH TO3BOAUA cebe YABIOHYTHCSA. CKYIIO M CHUCXOAU-
TeAbHO. — Ecan 0 3aroBope y>ke OOATAIOT Ha Ka)KAOM IIEPEKPECTKE, TO KaK K 3TOMY AOAKEH
OTHOCHUTBCS Balll 'AaBa rocypapcTsa? U BEI, ero AOCTOMHeHNIINe rpaXkpaHe ?

U He ycmiea AETKUM IIYM B 3aAe OOPATUTHCS B OECIIOPSAOUHBIN, pPa3HOPEUYUBBIN TOMOH,
KaK pelInTeAbHBINM KaTOH 3agBUA YIIPSIMO:

— Sl He AyMalo, UTO BCeX Hac MOJKHO 4YeM-TO YAUBUTDL AU 3allyTraTh... — CeHaTOPHI IIPU-
TUXAH, O’KUAQS 3aHATHOTO IIPOAOAKEHUS, ¥ HAa AUIIaX HEKOTOPHIX MOSIBUAUCH UPOHUUYECKHE
YABIOKH, HO BBICTYIIABIINU OOMaHyA BCe OKMAQHMA: — B cyllecTBOBaHUE 3aroBopa f, K
IIpUMepy, OXOTHO Beplo. [ToueMy TakoBOMy He OBITH? — KaTOH cperan maysy, BO BpeMs
KoTopo LlunepoH yciea 3aMeTUTh, 4TO Lle3apb cMeHUA 11o3y. Teneph OHa BbIpa’kana Ha-
HIpsSIKeHue U AéTKoe O0ecnioKoncTBO. AeHTYA u LleTer 3aMepan. — B Hamem rocypapcTse, K
CO>KaA€HMIO, BCETAA XBATAAO AEP3KUX U CAMOHAAESHHBIX AIOAEM, KOTOPBIM CTOSIA ITOIIEPEK
ropAa 3aKOH M NMOPSAOK... — KaToH MoKasaa KpaCHOPEUYUBLIM JKecToM. [IpucyrcrByromiue
IIePErATHYAUCH, KOe-KTO IIOKOCUACS Ha AeHTyAa. Bce 3HaAH, UTO OH MOAB3YETCS CAQBOM He-
YCTAHHOTO IIOACTPEKaTeAsI M CMyThsiHa. — Ho cpa3y BO3HHKaeT BOIIPOC... — OopaTop odpa-
TUACS HAIIPSIMYIO K TA@Be TOCYAApPCTBa. — ECAM HeAb3s BCE OOBIBUTH BO BCEYCABIIIIAHBE, TO
MO>KHO Ha3BaTh XOTh OAHO UM ? ..

— Nwma. msa! — moTpe6oBaro GOABITUHCTBO.

— Xopoo, — LluniepoH HAKAOHHUA CEACIOITYIO TOAOBY, — g Ha30BYy 'AaBaps... — B 3aAe
BoIlapuAachk rpoboBas TuilinHa. Aake Lle3aphb 3acThiA 1 TOOAepHEA. — KaTtuauna! — rpo-
MOTAQCHO OOBSIBUA KOHCYA.

4

[Tocae nryMHOTO 1 6€CIIOPSIAOYHOI'O 3aCeAaHMs], KOTAa 3aKOHOAQTEAU I'PYIIIaMU U II0-
OAMHOUKe TIOKUHYAH, HAKOHEI, 3AaH1e KypUU, KOHCYA OCTAACSI HaeAWHe C TAQBOIO CeHaTa.

— VY Te0s 1 BIPABAY €CTh HEOIIPOBEPIKUMBIE AOKA3aTEeABCTBA? — C COMHEHHEM CIIPO-
cuA AyTanui.

— EcTb, — He KOAeOAsICh, OTBETUA LluiiepoH.

— A 1IoueMy THI UX He IIPEACTAaBUA? — YAUBHUACI COOECEAHUK.

— K corkaneHuto, ux He Tak MHOTO. /1 4 He 3HaIO IOUMEHHO BCeX Y4aCTHUKOB. V1 poab
Ka>kAOTO.

AyTanuii BHUMATEABHO CMOTPEA B AUIIO KOHCYAQ, IIOTOM B3AOXHYA U AOOABUA BUHOBATO:

— A s KOTA@-TO 3alI[UIIaA ero B CYAE...

— Koro?

— KaTuamHy, — HOXUAON CEHATOP HEAOBKO YCMeXHYyACd. — THI elfé He 3a0BIA 3Ty
UCTOPUIO ¢

— I[Mpo ®abuio? — Lumepon nHaxmypuacsi. — Het, He 3a05BIA.

AyTanui BOpOBATO OTASHYACS 110 CTOPOHAM M IIOHU3UA TOAOC:

— 4 Toxke Koe-4uTO cABIIaA... — Llumepon Hactopokuacsa. — Tam emé AeHTya, Lleter
1 MaHAU. ..

— MaHans xe HeT B Pume...

AyTanui 3aMeTHO CMYTHACS U BCE-TAaKU IIOBTOPUA:

— HerT, HO OH ¢ HUMHU. DTO TOYUHO...

ITo Tony rosopuBIero LlumepoH AOrapancs, 4To CTapblii CEHATOP AA@BHBIM-A@BHO 000
BCEM IIPEKPacHO OCBEAOMAEH, HO II0YeMY-TO YIOPHO MoAdaa. MHTepecHo, mouemy? YK
He COCTOUT AW OH CaM B PSIAAX YYaCTHHKOB? HO KOHCYA TYT K€ OTOTHaA 3Ty KPaMOABHYIO
MEICAB. 3@4€M, B CAMOM AeA€, CTAPOMY 3aCAYKEHHOMY PECITyOANKAHILY, IIPOIIEAIIEMY BCe
BBICIIIME TOCYAQPCTBEHHBIE AOAJKHOCTH OT 9AMAA AO KOHCYAQ, MapaTh CBOe UMSI COMHUTEAD-
HBIMU CBI39MU? ], AaOBI YCIIOKOUTH COOeCepAHUKa, LIuepoH ¢ Ipu3HATEABHOCTBIO ITOOAA-
TOAAPUA €ro:

— Cmacu6o. [ 06 3TOM He 3HaA, — OH CAeAdA NTay3y U A0OaBUA 03a004eHHO: — BoT BU-
MMITb — KPYT HeropsdeB pacimpseTcsa! IToaTomMy, aoyMaeTcsa MHe, elllé PaHO BBICTYNATh C
OKOHYATEeABHBIMU Pa300AaUEeHUSAMU, BEAD TaK ¢

AyTanui COrAaCHO KUBHYA IIACIIUBOU TOAOBOU.

A Aentya c lleTeromM, IOKHHYB Kypuio U ouyTUBLINCh Ha DopyMe, HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs
IIIAM MOAYQ, IOTOM /A€HTYA CKa3aA IOAYIIEIIOTOM:

— Ayullle Pa30OUTUCH II0 AOMaM, MaAO AU 4ero, — OH He3aMeTHO OCMOTPEACS U IIpubda-
BUA: — Beuepom, Kak Bcerag, y Aeku...

LleTer KMBHYA M He OTBETHA, @ €TO CIYTHUK IOBEPHYACSH U IIOYTU OEroM CITYCTHA-
ca ¢ Kanuroanickoro xoama. EMy He TepIiearOCh CAOMS TOAOBY Oe’KaThb U NPEAYIPEAUTH
KaTtmanHy, HO IPHUIIAOCE U3 TOCAEAHUX CHUA YCMUPUTH ce0sA. Bo BpeMA 3acepaHUs ceHaTa
AEHTYA epBa-eABa CAEPIKUBAACS, YTOOBI HE BCKOYUTD U He HaAep3UuTh Lluniepony — aromy
BBICKOYKE, TPYCY U OaxBaAy, OAHAKO BOBPEMSI OAYMAACs, He >Keaasl CAy4aiHO BBIAQTD CeOsl.
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W BCcé-TakM OTKyAa €My U3BECTHO O 3arosope? Kro pooHéc? Heyykean Kakasg-TO OOATAUBAS
OabéHka?

AeHTYA CTaA AUXOPAAOYHO BCIIOMUHATh CBOM CAy4YalHBIe U HECAYUYalHBIe BCTPeul, pas-
TOBOPHI U IIONIOMKU. BBIAY NAYM He OBIAU TaM MOAOABIE JKeHIIUHBI? 1, K CBOeMy OTOpYEHUIO
1 HEYAOBOABLCTBUIO, IIPUIIEA K BBEIBOAY, UTO BCe YCHAUS HalpacHBI. KeHIWHBI, KOHEUHO,
OBIAY, @ KaKHe BeAWCh [IPU HUX Pas3TOBOPHI — 3TOrO OH He MOMHUA. Ho yTemma ce6s TeM,
YTO OOCY’KAAAOCH BCE B KOMIIAHUM €AWHOMBIIIAEHHUKOB, B OAMHOYKY OH He IIPOOOATAACH
HUKOMY.

CoAHIIe y>Ke KAOHUAOCH K 3aKaTy, U /AeHTyA IIOAYMaA, YTO €ABa AM CTOUT BO3BPAIIAThCS
AoMo. Hac-ABa CITyCTsI HY’KHO OyAET BCTPeYaThCs C APY3bSIMU B YCAOBAEHHOM MecTe. 1
PEe3KO U3MEHUB MapLIPYT, CEHATOP IIOIIPABUA TOT'Y C IIyPIIYPHOM KaMMOU U HECIIEIITHBIM I11a-
TOM HallPaBUACS K ABEHTUHCKOMY XOAMY, TA€ pacloAararach Buara Mapka I[Toprus Aeku.

3aBEpPHYB 3a YTOA, OH €ABa He CTOAKHYACS C AMKTOPOM, HECIIIMM Ha IIAeYe ITy4OK PO3T C
BOTKHYTHIM B HEr0O TOIIOPUKOM. «AOPOTy!» — CypOBO IpPeAyIPEAUAU ero, U AeHTYA OTCTY-
nuA. llecTépKka OXpaHHUKOB, KacasiCh APYT Apyra IIAedaMy, IlIarard YBEPEHHO U TBEPAO.
/AEHTYA XOTeA OTBEPHYTBHCS — OH 3HaA, KOTO OHU COIIPOBOJKAAIOT, — HO UTO-TO BHYTPH €T0
3a0yHTOBAAO U BOCIIPOTUBUAOCK.

BeanuecTBeHHasa (purypa KOHCyAa NPOIIeCTBOBaAa MUMO. A€HTYA OIIYCTHUA T'Ada3a — OH
He MOT M He XOTeA CMOTPeTh B AUllo Llurieporny — O0SIACS, 9YTO He BEIAEPIKUT U OPOCUTCS HA
Hero. A KOTAa ITIOAOBHHA 3CKOPTQ, 3aMbIKaloIlas IIIeCTBHe, MUHYAA ero, 3aTOBOPIIUK MCKOoca
IIOCMOTpPEA el BCAeA,. U ¢ 3aBUCTBIO BCIIOMHUA, YTO KOTAQ-TO TOUHO TaK JKe COIIPOBOKAAAY
ero camoro. OH OBIA KOHCYAOM AEBSATH AT Ha3aA,

[TepepHue CTpa’KHUKM IIOBEPHYAM B CTOPOHY OCKBUAMHCKOIO XOAMAQ, U LlunepoH me-
peBén ApIxaHMe. OH TOKe 3aMeTUA /\eHTyAQ, HEO’KUAAHHO BBIBEPHYBIIIETOCS MU3-3a YTAQ.
Hey>kean TOT CAeAUT 3a@ HUM ? BO3MOJKHO, IBITAACS BEIBEAATH, KAKUM IIyTEM OH BO3Bpallla-
eTCcst AOMOM. XOT HET, eABa AU. AAS 4ero eMy TaK HapOYUTO U AEMOHCTPATUBHO TOPYATh Ha
IIepeKpecTKe? YK HaBepHAKa Y HEeTrO eCTh CBOU TallHble IIOMOIIIHUKM U COTAIAQTau. Toraa
3@4eM OH TAaCKaeTCs B OAMHOUKY II0 ropoay ¢ Koro BEIMCKUBaeT U BEICMaTpuBaeT? 11 opone-
BaeMbIU 3TUMU U ADYTUMU O€CIIOKOUHBIMUA MBICASIMU, KOHCYA HECIIEIITHO ABUTAACH K ceOe B
Kapussr.

Hap, Pumom crymanucek cyMepku. IITyMHBIN TOPOA — MHPOBAst CTOAUIIA — TFOTOBHUACSH K
HOYHOMY OTABIXY. EIIE apko Oerenn Ha BepuirnHe KanmMTOAUMCKOrO XOAMa CTPOUHBIE Mpa-
MOpHBIe KOAOHHBI Xpama lOnuTepa, mooparb — OOABIIIOE BMEeCTUTEABHOE 3AaHUE CeHaTa 1
HeOOABIIION XpaM O0TMHU BecTsl, B HeM ropeA BeUHBIM OTOHb, KOTOPBIY HEYCTaHHO ITIOAAED-
SKUBAAM KPUIILI-BECTAAKU.

BeuepHue TeHU y>Ke YKPBIAU BeAUUYEeCTBEHHBIN XpaM CaTypHa — B HEM XPaHUAACh I'O-
CypapCTBEHHAs Ka3Ha M BpeMeHaMHU 3aCepan CeHaT. A 'y caMoro IOAHO KU KanuToAus ea-
Ba-eABa PA3AMYAAUCH CePhIe CTeHbl TyAAMaHyMa — TAABHOU FOPOACKOU TIOPBMEL Ho y>ke B
IIOAYCOTHE IIIaroB OT Heé AeTIUAUCH APYT K ADYTY OAHO-ABYX- U TPeX3Ta’KHbBIEe AOMA, Ha3bIBa-
eMBble AOXOAHBIMHY, C INOCKMMU YepPEeTNYHBIMHU KPHIIIaMy, Y3KUMU OKHaMU U CEPBIMHU, Mpayd-
HOBATBIMU CTeHamu. Ka3zanoch, UX oOUTaTeAU COBCEM He 3a00THAUCH O KPAacoTe U YIOTe,
a MPOCTO NPOo3sI0aAM B 3TUX TEeCHBIX KAETYIIKaX, B TIIeTHOM HaAeKAe Ha 4TO-TO AyUIlIee.
BrpoueM, Tak OHO U OBIAO. BAapeABbIIBl YOOTHMX CTPOEHUM IEKAMCH 00 OAHOM: UTOOBI KakK
MO>KHO OOABIIIE TIOCTOSIABIIEB Pa3MeCTUTh B Ka’KAOM CBOOOAHOM YTAY U OpaTh C HUX HeIOo-
MEpHYIO, TPaOUTEABCKYIO ITAATy. PeMeCAeHHUKH, MeAOUHBle TOPTOBIILI, OTCTaBHbIE AETHO-
HepBbl, BOABHOOTIYIIIEHHUKY, CAOBOM, TOPOACKOU NAEOC — JKUA, IINOAMACS, PACTUA AeTeH,
paboTaa U yMUPaA 3AeCh, B CTOAWIIE MUPa.

OrpoMHasa Aep>kKaBa, pa3dpocaB CBOM IIyIaAblla KyAd TOABKO BO3MOJKHO, BBICACHIBAAA
BCe COKM 13 OAMIKHUX U AAABHUX IIDOBUHIINK, BeAd HEIIPeCTaHHbIe BOWHEIL, 3aXBaThIBasd 30-
AOTO, cepe0dpo, KeMUyT, 3epHO, paboB, 1 crpedaira Bcé cede B 3aKpoMa. bpaBble BoeHayaAb-
HUKHN yCTPaWBaAM IBIIIHBIE TPUYM@BI, UYTOOBI MOCAEAHUM, JKaAKMU IOMpOoIIaika BUAEA,
CKOABKO AOOpa M POCKOIIIM COOMpaeTcs B COKPOBUITHUIILI PuMa. M mepennoaHIACs AT0OO-
BBIO ¥ TOPAOCTBIO K POAUMOMY OT€YECTRBY...

Emnié He nmepecTynuB MOPOT CBOETro AOM, LIUIepoH OHSA, 4TO HapOAY TaM NPUOABUAOCS.
TupoH, Kak BCceraa, paclaxHyAa Ilepep X03IUHOM KaAUTKY.

— INpuBEA? — CIPOCHUA KOHCYA ITO-TPEUYEeCKHU.

— Aa. OHH 3pech, — AOAOKUA OTHYILIEHHUK. Bo ABOpe mHosBHAACh TepeHIus.
O3ab04YeHHO I'AIASA Ha My’>Ka, OHa OO'bIBHAQ HA XOAY:

— Y HAc IOAOH AOM CAVT...

— 3nato, — nepebuna Llutiepon, — 3To g nonpocuA TUpoHa, YTOOBI OH COOpaA BCeX 3A0-
POBBIX MY’KYHWH... — XO35MKa XOTeAd YTO-TO AOOABUTh, HO KOHCYA HETPOMKO CKazaa: — S
HEeMHOTO ycTaA. [Tolpy npuMy BaHHY.

— KBUHT y Hac BTOCTAX, — 3TO OBIA MAQAIINY OpaT KoHcyAa. — C HUM elné u KaaBauii...

LluiepoH XOTeA HAalPaBUTHCI K AOMY, HO MaXHYA PYKOU U B CONIPOBOKAeHUU THUpOHAa
3alaran K HeOOABIION OaHe B TAyOUHe ABOpa. X0341UKa IPOBOAUAA MY KYUH COCPEAOTOYEH-
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HBIM B3TASIAOM. beaast Tora KOHCyAa MEAAEHHO TIABIAQ B MATKUAX CEHTSIOPBCKUX CyMepKax, a
TéMHas (PUrypa rpeka OYTUTEABHO COIIPOBOJKAAAA €e€.

5

B npoctopHoM poMe Mapkxka [Top1iusa Aekn yrke coOparach 4aCTh 3aTOBOPIITUKOB. A€HTYA
u lleTer npuIIAK B YHUCAe IEPBBIX. XO39UH AOMa IPUHAAAEKAA K CTADUHHOMY NaTpUIIUaH-
CKOMY POAY, U3 KOTOPOI'O BBIIIAM MHOTHE U3BECTHBIE TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIE MY>KU: KOHCYABI,
IIpeTOphl, aBTypHl, IleH30phl. CeHaTOop KaToH TOKe OBIA €ro AAABHUM POACTBEHHUKOM. A
caM /\eKa He CAeAaA 3aMEeTHOU KapbepHhl. B cBOM COPOK AeT OH He CyMeA CTaTh Aa’Ke KBECTO-
POM U IOHEMHOTY IIPOMAaTLIBaA OTIIOBCKOE HAaCAEACTBO.

locTu 1 caM XO35MH PaCHOAOKUAUCE B IIOAYIIYCTOM aTpUM — 3aAe IpUéMa — U Iepe-
OpachIBaAUCh KOPOTKUMU (Ppa3aMy B O’KMAAHUHU IPUX0AA OCTAABHBIX. /AeKa y>Ke 3HaA O ce-
TOAHAIIHEM COOBITUHU B ceHaTe — AeHTyA ¢ LleTeroM Bcé emMy nmepeparn. Y CTEH U 11O YTAAM
3aAa TOPEeAM MacCASHBbIe A@MIIBI, M CBET MX OTPa’kaacs B IPSIMOYTOABHOM OacceiiHe — UM-
IIAIOBUM — HaAXOAUBIIEMCS B CaMOM IIeHTpe. A BBEpPXY Hap HUM 3HUSIAO BBICOKOE TEMHOE
HeO0O, ¥ B HEM 3aA0PHO IEPEMUTMBAAUCE IPKHUE CEHTIOPbCKUE 3BE3ADI.

— I'ne ke KaTuamHa? — B COTBHIM pa3 BOIpoOIIaA AeHTYA, oOpallasick CKopee K CaMOMy
cebe, ueM K COOpPaBUIMMCS.

— Oo0eman OBITh, — HETPOMKO OTBETHA /AeKa, KpaeM yXa IIPUCAYIIUBAsACh K TOAOCAM B
CTOAOBOM. TaM CAYTH HaKPBIBAAU CTOAHL.

— W Baprynresa c KopaeaneM TOXKe HeET... — BTOPUA IIpugaTeato Llerer.

Boaee MOAOABIE 3aTOBOPIIUKY, CPEAU KOTOPBIX HaXOAUACA U KBUHT Kypuit, AFoOOBHUK
DyAbBUM, CKPOMHO MoAdaAu. Ho BOT Ha yauIle pa3paruch IPOMKHIe, HecAepsKaHHbIe TOAO-
Ca, B3PBIBBI CMeXa.

— Haxonern-to! — BOCKAUKHYA A€HTYA, Pa3AUUUB CPeAr 00IIero IryMa 3bIYHBIN I'OAOC
KaTtuanusbl. X03541H OBICTPO HOAHSACS U IIOUIEA HABCTPEUY roCTAM. Bce cobpaBuInecs o>xu-
BUAHUCE.

Aynunt Cepruni KaTuamHa HNOSIBUACA B 3aAe, COIIPOBOKAAQEMBIM MHOIOYHMCACHHBIMU
APY3bsIMU ¥ IPUCHEITHUKaMU. Ero TyT 5Ke OKPY’>KUAM CO BceX CTOPOH. [TochInaAnch TpUBeT-
CTBUS U BOIIPOCHI. AOBOABHO BBICOKHMY, IAOTHBINM COPOKANATUAETHUN MY’KYWHA BBITASAEA
CYPOBBIM, HO IIPUBAEKATEABHBIM. AUI0 C PE3KUMH, TPABUABHBIMU YepPTaMU B MOAOAOCTH,
OYEeBUAHO, Ka3aA0Ch CMEABIM M KpacuBBIM. VI AOASKHO OBIAO HpPaBUTHCA KeHIIMHaM. OH U
ceMyac MPOU3BOAUA BEITOAHOE BIIEYATACHHUE: I'yCThIe, Kyp4YaBble BOAOCHI TPOHYAA OAQTOPOA-
Hasl CeAHQ, A0O U 1IeKU IPope3arr TAyOOKKe MOPIIUHEL, KOTOPhIe IIPEACTABASIAUCH CAEAA-
MU IIePe>KUTHIX CTpacTed u cTpapaHui. [Aaza cMOTpeAn Aep3KO U IPSIMO.

— Hy ut0? THI CABIIIAA? — OTOPOIIKA €r0 BOIIPOCOM AeHTYA, Ha IIpaBax caMoro CTap-
11ero.

— Ouém? — Cc HeOXOTOM OTBETHUA TAaBaphb.

— OTOT OOATYH... — ToAXBaTuA LleTer, Ho KaTuAanHa onnepepua ero:

— HasBan MeHSI TA@BHBIM 3arOBOPIIUKOM? — OH NPEe3pPUTEAbHO CKPUBHUA KPYIIHBIH,
BBIPA3UTEABHBIN POT. — OTO eMy AapPOM He NPOUAET!.. — U IPI3HO BBEIpyrarcsd. MoAoAbBIe
COOOIITHUKHU YTOAAMBO PACXOXOTAAUCH.

— A KTO Tebe 3TO cKazar? — AeHTyAa pa30Upanro AI00ONBITCTBO. — Lle3aphb?

KaTuanHa HaXMyPHUACS, MUHYTY IIOMOAYAA U Uepe3 CUAY OTBETHA!

— Her, e on. Kpacc.

— Kpacc?! — Aentya c LleTerom neperassayanuch. OHM HUKaK He OJKUAAAU, UTO CaMbId
3HAaMEHUTHIN 00Ta4, CTOPOHAIIUNCSA BCIKUX COMHUTEABHBIX 3HAKOMCTB, HAKOPOTKe 00I1ia-
€TCs C TAABHBIM CMYThIHOM PuMa.

— 3HAuWUT, OH... — porapascd Llerer, Ho KaTuarna oO0opBaa ero:

— Her, y Hac ¢ HUM ApyTHe AeAa...

B pasrosop BMemancsa /Aeka:

— O penrax moToM. AaBauTe Y)KUHATD.

3aroBOPIUIVKM BO TAaBe ¢ KaTUAMHON HAIIPaBUAMCH B TPUKAMHUMN. Kypuii, AToOOBHUK
DOyALBUH, TAEACST CAEAOM 3@ OCTaABHBIMU. OH OB OXOTHO YCKOAB3HYA OTCIOAQ, HO OOSIACH,
YTO ero ucuye3HoBeHUe OYAET 3aMeUeHO, U TOTAQ eMY TOUHO HeCAOOPOBATh.

[To-x03491CKM pa3MeCTUBIINCH Ha AOJKe IIPOTUB I[eHTpa CTOoAa, KaTUAWHA MOAMUTHYA
AeHTyAy u LleTery, KuBas B CTODOHY MOAOAEIKHU!

— YTo-TO HaIIK IOHBIE TOMOIITHUKM COBCEM CKUCAU!

— Hcnyraaucsk, Kak BUAHO, THeBa BAaCTel! — ycMexHyAcd Aeka.

— Aa Hy! — HOAXBaTHUA TAaBapb. — A 4eM I'PO3UA Halll OOATAUBBEIM KOHCYA? CBOUM
SKaAKUM KyAQUMINKON? Beab AO cMepTH MOT HaIlyraTh! — B3PBIB XOXOTa IIOTPSIC CTOABI U
cTeHBbl. Kypuii cMesaAcs BMecTe CO BCEMH, a CTpax BCE-TaKU HMKAK He OTITyCKaA MOAOAOTO
naTpunusa. — A 4TO OH TaM HEC IIPO KaKyO-TO ITOTACKYIIKY? — IIOCMESBIINCH, CIIPOCHA
Katuauna. Llerer, BEITUpPas CAE3bI, OTBETUA, 3aIIUHAACE:
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— OH cKazan — K HeMy IIpuOesKana... 3Ta AeBKa... U AOHECAA...

— Tlpo omacHBIN 3aTOBOP, — IIOAXBATUA AEHTYA.

KatmamHa HaAuA ceOe BUHA U TYT JKe BBIIIUA €r0, BBICOKO 3aApaB TOAOBY. COOOIIHUKYI
He CIIyCKaAHU C HeTO I'Aas.

— AdTO moTOM? — CTpPYMKAa Ir'yCTO-KPacHOM BAAQTU CTEKAA C ero KPEeIKOro MopA00poAKa
Ha CHUABHYIO III€el0.

— TloTroMm Bce 3amrymean, a KaToH ckasaa, 4ToO BCE MOXKET OBITh, — IIPOAOAKHA
AEeHTyA, — B HallleM 'OCyA@pPCTBe.

— Bot ynpamsiit océa! A Lle3zapn?

— Lle3aps MoAdan, a ApyTue ctaru TpeboBats uMsA. VM Torpa oH Ha3Baa TeO4.

— Lunepon?

— KoneuHo.

— CkotuHa! — npomunea KatuauHa.

X035IMH 03aAaUUA BCEX BOIIPOCOM:

— A uTO — OBIAA MAU HET 3Ta caMasi AOHOCUUIIA ¢

MHeHusT TPUCYTCTBYIOIINX Pa3AEAUAUCE. LleTer yTBep>KAaA, YTO HUKAKOW AEBUIIHI He
OBIAO, @ OBIAA IPOCTO XUTPAs YAOBKA KOHCYAQ. A€HTYA ABHO KOAeOancd. ApyTue 3aroBop-
IIUKU He MOTAU CKa3aTh HUUETO OIIPEAEAEHHOTO.

— Ho oH ynlopHO CMOTpeA Ha MeHA U AeHTyAd, — AOKAABIINCH MUHYTHOU IIay3Hl, He-
rpoMKo BcTaBuA Lleter. KaTuanHa 3apAyMancs, ¥ BCe 3aTOBOPIINKY He CIIYCKaAU C HEro TAas.

— NaAHO, — TA@Bapb HAMOPIIUA CBOM HEBBICOKMH, HO TPABUABHBIN AOO, YABOUB Ha HEM

YUCAO MOPIIWH, — AEAO, B KOHIle KOHIIOB, HE B 3TOM AeBKe... — OH MPAYHO OKUHYA B3TAf-
AOM IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX. — ['OAOBY A@IO Ha OTCeueHUe, UTO CPeAU Hac TOXKe eCTh AOHOCUUKU
U IpepaTeAd... — B TPUKAMHUU BOIlAPUAACH THETYIIas, 3A0Bellas TUllInHaA. Y Kypusa 3axo-
AOHYAO cepAlle. — Ecam OBl MX He OBIAO — Ha ero MecTe g Obl KOTO-HUOYAB 00513aTEABHO
IIOAOCA@A.

— Ha mecte Lluniepona? — yrounua Lleter.

— Hy pa.

/AEeHTYA CKa3aa C YXMBIAKOM:

— Sl BUAEA ero Ha yAMIle, KOTAQ LIEA CIOAQ... — M COOpPABIIMECS YCABIIIAAU, C KaKOU

Ba’KHOCTBIO ¥ BELICOKOMEPHEM BBICTYIIaA HEHAaBUCTHBINM KOHCYA B OKPY’KEHUHU IIOYETHOU OX-
passbl. boaee cTaplne 3aroBOPIUKY, XOPOIIIO 3HaBIINWeE /A€HTYAQ, IOHUMAaAHU, YTO B HEM I'O-
BOPUT He CTOABKO HeIlIpUg3Hb K LIulepoHy, CKOABKO 3aBUCTh. KaKas-To rapanka OAHa KA
IIpeACcKas3ara eMy, YTO OH OYAET TPUKABL 3aHUMATh CaMbIU BEICOKHU IIOCT B TOCYAQPCTBE.
EAMHO>KABI €My 3TO y>Ke YAAAOCh, HO HY>KHO TOPOIUTBCH...

— NaAHO, — MaxHYA PYKOIO I'AaBapb, — BpPeMs elll€ eCThb, YTO-HUOYAD IPUAYMAEM. ..

— EmbTe u neliTe! — HaCTOMYMBO HAITOMHUA /AeKa.

F'ocTy OXOTHO HaAeTAU Ha AUUb, OBOIIM, PPYKTHI U BUHO. MOAOABIE 3aTOBOPIIUKY ITPHO-
OOAPUAUCH — HeOpeskHas I103a U ronoc KaTUAMHEBI BHYIIIAAW UM Bepy U HapeXAy. LIupoko
PacCKUHYBIINCH HA AOJKe, OH MHOTO ITUA U MaAO €A, TOBOPUA HAIIOPUCTO U TPOMKO, @ B CAOBAX
€T0 3By4Yara HEYKPOTHUMasl, BAACTHAsI, arpeCCUBHAsI 9HEePI'Hsl, HEBOABHO BAOXHOBASIBIIIAS Ma-
AOAYIIHBIX U KOAeOAromuxcs. Toapko Kypus oHa moueMy-To He BooaylleBAsgAa. CTapaschk
He BBIAQTH Ce0s, OH IIMA M €A HapaBHe CO BCEMH, LIYMEA M XOXOTaA, HO Ha Aylle y Hero
CKpeOAU KOUIKMU.
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Baaronoayuno oty>kuHas, Lluriepos, ero 0pat KBuHT, MOAOAOY rOCcTh KhraBaUY U ceKpe-
Tapb TUPOH HEKOTOPOE BPeMs BO3AEIKAAM 3@ CTOAOM, OOCYKAASI MPOUCXOAdIILee. X035MKa
TO YXOAWAQ, TO BO3BpAIlaAaCh — OHA HAaOAIOAAAQ 3@ CISAIIUM MAABIIIOM.

— W uTo THI cOOMpaeNIbes Tenephb IPEAIPUHATL? — BHUMATEABHO BBICAYIIIAB KOHCYAQ,
3apan Borpoc KeunT. Ctapiimii 6paT OTBETUA Oe3 KOAeOaHWI:

— CoOpaTb 1060ABIIIE (paKTOB 1 AEHICTBOBATD.

— A ecAV OHU HaINlaAyT?

— ThI >Ke BUAUIIIL — 5 cOOpas B AOMe BCEX CBOUX CAYT... [Io poopore B ceHaT MeHd Co-
IPOBOJKAQET OXpaHa...

— Aa4To 3TO 3a oxpaHal.. — BOCKAMKHYA MAQAIINM OpaT. — ABeHaAllaTb MOAOKOCOCOB,
KOTOPbIe HUKOTAA He Aep>KaAu B pyKax 00eBOT'0 OPY>KHUS...

— S15Ke He MOTY IPU3BaTh COTHIO AETHOHEPOB AAST CBOEH 3aIIIUTHI, He UMest Ha TO BECKUX
NPpUYKMH. AIOAU MEHS He IIOUMYT...

— A KTO B ceHaTe MMOAAEPKUBaeT TeOs ¢

Llumepon 3apyMancs.

— A pymaro — Karon, I'Tuzon, CuaaH, AyKyAA...

— A Ayranuii? — mopckasaa opar.

— ITo>xanyi... — ¢ HEKOTOPBEIM COMHEHHUEM COTAACUACST KOHCYA.

— A Kpacc c LlezapeM? — mopan roOAOC MOAOAOM TOCTb.
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— Hacuer Kpacca nmoka Huuero ckasaThb He MOry, a Lle3apb cpeapr 3arOBOPIIUKOB.

Mhaapnii OpaT KOHCYAQ 3arOBOPUA C HOTKAMM yIIpEKa:

— OHU OIOAUYMAUCEH Ha TeOd IIOCAe TOTO, KaK Thl IPOBAAMA 3aKOHOIIPOEKT Pyaaa.

— B0O3MOJKHO, — COTAQCHACS KOHCYA, — HO g HE MOT AOIIyCTUTE OeCIIOPSIAKOB U Oe33a-
KOHUS B CTpaHe.

— A UTO CAYUYMAOCE OBI, €CAY OBl 3TOT 3aKOH IIPOIIEA? — BCTYIIMA B pa3roBop KaaBauil.

— K BaacTu nipuitiau Obl J)KapHbIe, HarAble, 0€30TBETCTBEHHBIE AIOAM, KOTOPbIE OBIAY OBl
HaAeAeHBbl HeOTPaHNYeHHBIMY IOAHOMOUMSIMU U CTaAN Obl TBOPUTH HOBBIM IIePeAeA Uy KON
cobcTBeHHOCTH. M mpoAnaack ObI KPOBB. B cTpaHe OBI BOIlapUACS IPOU3BOA 1 xaoc. CaaBa
BoraM, 4TO 3TOTO HE TPOUIOMIAO!

— Ecau aT0 TaK, To noueMy Kpacc u Lle3apsb nopaep>xuBasu ero? OHU 00a — AIOAU He
OepHEIE.

— OTHUM XUTpellaM TOXKe XOTeAOCH IIOIPeTh Ha 3TOM PyKHU. M 3a0AHO 3apy4YUTHCS IIOA-
AEPIKKOU HEMMYIUX, OYUHBIX TOAIL, — LIUIlepoH CMeHUA IT03Y, AET, 10 OOBIKHOBEHUIO IIOA-
repeB ITOAODOPOAOK A€BOM PYKOM, 1 cKa3an 0e30 BCIKOM 3A00BI U HeNpUsA3HU: —  3Halo,
YTO MHOTHE HEHABUAAT MEHS U He TOABKO 3TU ABOe. AepeBeHIINHE, BEICKOUKA, YeAOBEK 0Oe3
poAY M IIAeMeHU M 6e3 BCSIKOTO COCTOSIHUSI BAPYT ITIOCMEA IIOAHSATHCS Ha CaMyIO BEPIINHY
TOCYAQPCTBEHHOM MUPAMUABIL! ..

— Hy, nouemy? — 3aapTaunacst KBUHT, 9yBCTBY$, 9YTO 3TOM YHUUNKUTEABHOU TUPAAOU
3aAeTa Uux paMuABHAA 4eCTb. — ThI AOOMACS BCero OAAropapst CBOeMy yMy, KPACHOPEUHUIO,
00Opa3oBaHHOCTH...

KOHCYA CHUCXOAUTEABHO YABIOHYACS:

— B nepeune AIOACKUX AOOPOAETEAEU OHUM 3aHUMAIOT AQAEKO He IIepBOe MECTO.

— A UTO CTOUT BlepeAu? — TOAIOOOTBITCTBOBAA KAaBAW.

— JKapHOCTB, HarAOCTh, Oecceppedne.

— Kartuaune u AeHTyAy 3TOrO He 3aHUMATh, — COTAACUACS MAQALINM Opar.

— A mouemy Aentyra papasHarT Cypou ([oasmikoit)? — BAPYT BCOOMHUA KaaBauid.
LluiiepoH OXOTHO OTBETHA!

— OT0 OBbIAG 3a0aBHAA UCTOPUS, — OH YAAPUACS B AGBHUE BOCIIOMUHAHUA. — B MOAOAO-
CTH MBI BMECTe C HUM CAY’KUAU Yy TOKOMHOTO CYAARBL... 1 — IPOCTBIM A€THOHEPOM, a AeHTYA,
KaK ero OAU3KHU POACTBEHHUK — KBECTOPOM (MHTeHAQHTOM). OH U celuac He OTAMYAeTCsI
CKPOMHOCTBIO U CA€P’KaHHOCTBIO, @ TOTAQ — MOAOAOUW — TOTOB OBIA IIPOT'YASITH U IIPOIUTH
BCE, BIIAOTH AO HI>KHeHN pyOaxu...

— M nponua? — MOAXBATUAM CAYIIATEAH.

— Ao mocaepsero rpoiital Bece ka3éHHBIE A€HBIH...

— Auto Cyana? — KaaBauii paskKe IIPUBCTAA Ha AOKTe.

— Cyana BEIBEA €r0 IIepep CTPOEM COAAAT, II03BAA AUKTOPOB C PO3TraMU U CIIPAIIUBAET:
«'Ae AeHBTH, IPUSATEAB? » — PACCKa34YMK BAPYT 3apasuTeAbHO paccMesiacs: — Harrr AeHTyA
TOTAQ 3aAPaA IPaByIO HOTY U XAOIIHYA Ce0sI ITO TOAGIIIKe, KaK AeAQIOT IIPU UT'Pe MAaAbUMIIIKH,
KOTA@ He IIONaAQIoT IO MAYy...

— VI3BUHY, MOA, IPOMAXHYACSI? — MOAXBAaTUA KBUHT

— Hy aa. MBI Bce Tak U TOKATUAUCH, U CyAana Toske... — LIuilepoH BEITEP CAE3BL. — A
COAAQT OBIAO COTHU ABe. XOXOT CTOSIA TAKOM, YTO BOPOHBL BO BCE CTOPOHBI Pa3AeTEeAUCE... 1
Tak AeHTyA HOoAy4mA npo3sulle Cypa. Moaoaell, AOBKO BEIBEDHYACH.

MoAOAO TOCTE HEOSKUAQHHO IIPEANOSKUA:

— MeXAy IpOYmMM, I MOTY KO€ B UEM IIOMOYb...

— Hamnpumep? — LluiiepoH OBITAUBO CMOTPEA Ha Hero.

— AONIycTuM, HaAaAUTh CKPBITYIO OXpaHy. Mou Atopr BO3bMYT 3TO Ha cebs. Ha BceM
nyTu oT Kapus A0 KanuToAus Mbel OyAeM CAEAUTB 3@ IPOUCXOAAIIUM U B CAydae 4ero...

LluiiepoH MOAYA CKAOHUA CEAEIOINIYIO TOAOBY.

Bckope KaaBani TOKUHYA JKUAUIIE TA@BBI TOCYAQPCTBaA.

— Ha Hero Mo>xHO MOAOKUTBECSA? — CIIPOCHUA KOHCYA MAAALIIEro 6para.

— TpyaHo ckazarb. KoMy HBEIHYe MOXXHO BepUTh? [TosKaayH, Toabko [ToMnonuto... —
(910 OBIA pAaBHUMU U OAM3KHUY APYT Lluniepona). — Ho oH celiuac panexo...

AoToae MoayaBIIMY TUPOH BAPYT HEOKMAAHHO OPOCHA!

— OH BOAUT APY>KOY C OTHYIIeHHUKAMU U pabaMu. ..

— KT0? — He noHsan KBUHT.

— KhaBpuii. I XOA49T CAYXH, YTO OH COOUpPAaEeTCsd IIePEeUTH U3 IIaTPULIUEB B IIAeOen. ..

— B naeben? BoT 370 HOBOCTB! 3aueM eMy 3TO HY>KHO ¢

TepeHIusg, BHUMATEABHO CAYyIIIaBIIas pa3roBOpP MY>KUMH, pellliAa BMellaThCd B HETO:

— A MHe He HpaBUTCS Bcia ux ceMmerika. I cam KaaBauli, u ero cectpunbl. OcoOeHHO
cTtapias — gopMeHHad miAtoxa! [OBOPSAT, YTO OH C HUMU TPeMs IepecIan.

— Hy, xBaTuT! — HEAOBOABHO MOMOPIITUACA LIMilepoH, B3gA TOA PYKY OpaTa U MOIIEA C
HUM B aTpuii. — OHa peBHyeT MeH4 K ero CTapllel cecTpe, — THUXO cKasaa LlunepoH, umesa
BBUAY ylIleAlero Khasaus.
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— K Hell peBHYIOT Bce, — ycMexHyAcd KBuHT, — u Mos [ToMIIoHuMs TOXe.

— TBos [Tomnionus Teds peBHyeT?

— OTux 6a0 TPYAHO HNOHATH, — (PUAOCOPCKYU 3aKAIOUNA MAAAIINY OparT.

My>KUYMHBI Pa3MeCTUAUCH Y AAABHEH CTEHBI aTpHs MEKAY MaCCHUBHBIMM KOAOHHAMUY,
IIOAAEP>KUBAIOIUMU BEICOKUM ITOTOAOK C IPSIMOYTOABHBIM OTBEPCTHEM IIOCEPEArHE, KyAd
OOBIYHO CTEKAeT AOKAeBas BoAd. KBUHT cIpocuA cTapliiero opara:

— Yepes CKOABKO AHEUM AHTOHUM 3aliMeT TBOE MeCTO ¢

— UYepes HepeAro.

— A 0OH-TO Ha Ubel cToOpoHe?

— Kro ero 3naer, — Llunepon norép pyku. — [IpaBa@, g IONBITAACS €ro YOAa KUTh.
OOMeHIACS C HUM NPOBUHOUAMU — cebe ocraBua llusarbnmHcKyto 'aaamio, emy —
MaKepOHHIO. ..

KBUHT NPUIIEAKHYA I3BIKOM:

—Aa! AHTOHMIO AOCTaACs AAKOMBIN KycOK. B MakeAOHUU OH pa3>kKUBETCS U 30A0TOM, U
pabamu, 1 4€pPT 3HAET YeM...

B atpum nogsunacsa TUpoH:

— TepeHnus ckasana, YTO IOCTEAU TOTOBHI.

BpaTes BCTaAu U IOIIAM 3a CeKpeTapeM. ATpU oIrycTeA. Uepe3 MUHYTY TaM IMOSIBUACS
CAYTQ, IIOTACUA MACASTHBIE A@MIIbI, MEUMOXOAOM IAIOHYA B OACCEUH U HECIIEITHO YAAAUACH,
OCTaBUB 3a COOOIO THUIINHY, 3BE3AHOE HeOO B IIPOEMe IOTOAKA U 350KYI0 CEHTAOPBCKYIO
MTAY.
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[TpoBOAUB My’Ka B CEHAT U OTAAB PACIOPSKeHUS 110 XO3ANUCTBY, TepeHIINsa BepHYAACh
B TPUKAUHUY, TAe €€ peBepb KBUHT U ceKpeTapb THPOH BCE elllé BO3AEKAAHU 3@ CTOAOM.
Xo341Ka, He pa3pAyMbIBas, IIPUMOCTHUAACE Ha CBOOOAHOE MeCTO M OOPATUAACh K POACTBEH-
HUKY:

— Kaxk tam [Tomnionus ¢

— Hwuuero, — oTBeTUA cyX0 KBUHT, — JKUBET U 3APABCTBYET... BOCIUTHIBAET ChIHA... — Y
Hero C )KeHOU OBIAU HEeIIPOCThIe OTHOIIEeHHU, U TepeHIud 3TO 3HaAQ.

CekpeTapb TUXO IIOAHSIACS U BBIIIIEA U3 CTOAOBOW, OCTABUB COOECEAHUKOB HaeAMHE.

— Becnokooch 4 3a Hero... — BBICKa3aAd TPEBOKUBIITYIO €€ MBICAL TepeHIIns, U AeBePb
Cpasy IOHSA, O KOM UAET peub.

— Sl ToXKe, — IOAAQKHYA OH.

O06Aapast Ha PeAKOCTD MPAKTUYHBIM, TPE3BBIM YMOM U JKECTKUM, HEYCTYITUUBBEIM XapakK-
TepoM, cynpyra LluiiepoHa BpeMeHaMu He MOTAA IIOHSATh MHOTHUX JKEAQHWW M IIOCTYIIKOB
cBoero My>ka. HabAropas 3a ero AeMCTBHUSIMU CO CTOPOHBI, €M Y4aCTEHBKO XOTEAOCH B HUX
BMeIIaThCSI U HABECTU COOCTBEHHBIN MOPSAOK. CAenaTh BCE Ipollle, OBICTPpee U AOXOAUU-
Bel, a 3HauuUT — Oe30macHemn.

— BoT 3aueM OH IIPOBEA 3TOT 3aKOH IPOTUB MHTPUT U IMOAKYIIA HA BRIOOpAx B CeHAT?
Kaxk OyATO MBI He 3HaeM, 4TO BCE Y Hac IIPOAAETCS U ToKyIaeTcst! Pa3Be He Tak?

— Tak... — c gBHOM Heox0TOU 0TBeTHuA KBUHT. — HoO 3TO JKe HeCIIpaBeAAUBO...

— U BOT 3a 3Ty XBaAEHYIO CIIPAaBEAAMBOCTE €My BOH3AT B CIIUMHY HOXK! Ero, koneuHo,
He B 4eM YIPEeKHYTh... OH YMHBIN, YeCTHBIM, TAAQHTAUBBINA... — rAa3a TepeHIuH ApKoO OAae-
creau. — A uTo peraTb ApyruM? Tomy ke AeHTyAy U KaTuauHe? B34Th U YCTYIUTBE €My
popory? Pa3 u HaBcerpa? OHU He TaKue YMHBIE U KPDACHOPEUMBEIE, HO TOJKE XOTAT AOOUTHCH
BAACTH...

— UTOoOBI TBOPUTE B CTpaHe O€33aKOHUE U IPOU3BOAl.. — HEOKMAQHHO U PE3KO ITIOAXBA-
THUA MAQALLINM Opar.

B rayOuHe AyIIHU OH TOJKe 4aCTEeHBKO OCIIapUBaA CTapllero 0para, pyraa ero 3a U3AMII-
HIOIO CTPOTOCTb, HEYCTYIIUYUBOCTD, KATETOPUYHOCTD, & TIOPA3MBbICAUB — IIOHUMaAa, 9YTO UHO-
ro IIyTH Y TOTO IIONIPOCTy HeT. He nMesq 3HaTHOTO IIPOUCXOKAEHUS, OOraToro COCTOSIHUSI U
OOIINPHBIX, KPEIIKUX CBsA3ed — LluiepoH MOr pacCUUTHEIBATH TOABKO Ha caMoro cedd. Bece
€T0 IIPEeUMYIeCTBa 3aKAI0UAANCEh TOABKO B HEM CaMOM...

KeuHT BeIIeA Ha yauny. Co BCeX CTOPOH €TI0 OKPY’KUAU TeCHOTAa U OEAHOCTB JKaAKOTO
IIpeAMECTbsI, KOTOpOe Ha3blBaroCh KapuHhI. «3a BCIO UCTOPHUIO PuMa, — IIOYeMy-TO IIOAY-
MaAOCh €My, — HHUKOIAQ He OBIAO KOHCYAQ, KOTOPBIU OBl JKMA B TAKOM HUIIIEM YTAy!» XoTa
AASL MIX OTII@, HeOOTaTOr0 3€MAEBAAAEABIIA U3 TAYXON IPOBUHIIUY, 3TOT CKPOMHBIU AOM OBIA
IIOAQPKOM CYABOBI U IIPOIIYCKOM B MAHAIWN U O€3yMHBIM CTOAMYHBIN pai... 3AeCh 4eA0-
BeK CTQHOBUACS YCIIEIIHbIM, OOTQThIM, 3HAMEHUTBIM, €CAU IPUHUMAA U YMEA AOBKO ITOAb-
30BaThCA ero 0e3>XKar0CTHBIMY, BOAUBUMHU 3akKoHaMu. M1 Mapk Tyaauii LluniepoHn Bcé 310,
0e3yCAOBHO, IIOHUMAA, @ YTO KacaeTCs IIOAB3HL... KBUHT yBUAEA BIlepear KamuToOAMUCKINT
XOAM C er0 BeAM4eCTBeHHBIMM XpaMaMu, (OPyMOM M 3AaHUEeM Kypuu. KakoBo TaM ceidac
ero 6pary? V1 KBUHT ¢ cO’Kar€HHEM IIOAYMaA, YTO HUUeM He MOJKET €My IIOMOYb...

OpHako Xe LlunepoH, y>ke HaXOAACHh TaM, B IIOMOIIY KaK OYATO ObL ¥ He HY KAQACH.
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3acepaHUe CeHaTa IIPOXOAUAO BHEIIHe CIIOKOMHO — BYepalllHee COOOIeHNe KOHCYAA
CAEAAN0 CBOE Aeno. Ero BHBIE MPOTUBHUKY 3aMEeTHO IPUYTUXAHN, & TAWHBIE HEADPYTH 3aTau-
AUCH, BBIDKUAAS OTBETHBIX I11aTOB BAACTH.

LluniepoH BEA ceOsA CIIOKOWHO U HEIPUHY)XAEHHO, YyBCTBYS, UTO BCS CEHATCKas Bep-
XYIIIKa AEPFKUT €T0 B ITIOAE 3peHud. AF000€e ero CAOBO, B3TASIA U JKECT OTCAEKMUBAETCI AECAT-
KaMM r'Aas 1 yurel. EMy OB TOABKO He COPBAThCS, HEe HATOBOPUTH AMIIIHETO, @ TAABHOE — He
AaTh ceOd 3anyraTb. OH OTMedYaa, YTO er0 YIIOPHOe MOAYaHUe U HeOpe>KHBIN, AaKe UyTh
PacCesgHHBIN B3TASA ASMCTBYIOT Ha IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX TOPa3p0 CUABHee U Oe30TKa3Hee.
MHOIrUM AyMaeTcs, YTO KOHCYA BBIHAIIIMBAET UAU y’Ke BHIHOCUA KaKyIO-TO I'PO3HYIO, YMO-
IIOMPAYUTEABHYIO MeCTh. 1 TOABKO JKAET MOAXOAAIIIETO CAyYas, YTOOBI ITyCTUTD €€ B XOA...

AeHTyA ¢ LleTerom onospasm K Hadany 3aCepaHUSA U, KaK HU CTPAHHO, SBUAUCH IIOOAU-
HOUKe, YCEeBIINCH B PA3HBIX KOHIIaX 3aAd. MeAbKOM T'ASTHYB Ha UX IIOMSThIE, TYCKABIe (PU3U-
OHOMUH, KOHCYA IIOHSA, UTO 3@ HOUb OHM 00a IpoBeAu. A Lle3apbk moueMy-TO OTCYTCTBOBAA.
OtcyrcrBoBaa 1 Kpacc. Toasko KaaBpuii Mapriear u MeTean CHUIIMOH HO-IIPEKHEMY CO-
TAACHO CHAEAU PSIAOM. A HeyroMoHHBIN KopHeanit HemnoT, Kak Bceraa, oTIycKaa rpoMKHe,
HEYKAIOJKHe PENIAUKH U IIIYTKH, BeCeAsd COOPaBIINXCA.

Bce >kpaau 4ero-tTo BaKHOTO U CEPBE3HOTO, IIPUCTAABHO HAOAIOAAS HE TOABKO 3a T'Ad-
BOIO 'OCYA@PCTBQ, HO U 3@ Pe3KMUM, pellluTeAbHbIM KaToHOM — BeAb UMEHHO OH OBIA CBOEO-
Opa3HBIM rAallaTaeM CIIPABEAANBOCTHU M 3aKOHHOCTH, A@’Ke OIIAOTOM MopaAu. Ho cypoBBIH,
PaHO OOABICEBIIMU CEHATOP 4epecyyp MUPHO BOCCEAAA HA MPAMOPHOM CKaMbe, IIOOAECKU-
Basl IAEIIbIO, M He PBAACS B OOM.

Ayranuii Katyaa Béa 3acepanue. C BepoOMa U II0 MHUITUATUBE KOHCYAA pPeydb IIIAa O IT00e-
pAoHocHOM [Tomnee. AoOuBIINCE TOOEABI B CUPUU, BEAUKUU TTOAKOBOAEIL IIPUBEA CBOU Ae-
TMOHBI Ha ceBep, B AHTHOXHIO, YTOOBI AQTh UM OTABIX Ilepep moxopoM B Myaeto. CeHaTOpPH
AOTOIITHO M OOCTOSTEABHO OOCY’KAAAU AeTaAUu OyAyIlel BOWHBI, @ YTO TaM OyAeT UMeHHO
BOWMHA — HUKTO He COMHeBaAcd. HU4uyTh He COMHEBAAUCE FTOCYAQPCTBEHHEIE MY>KHU U B TOM,
4TO OAUCTATEABHBIM BOEHAYaABHUK OACPIKUT O4ePEAHYIO TPOMKYIO IT00EeAY, IIOCAE KOTOPOK
eTo OYAET KAATh OTAYUIUTEABHBIN TPUYM® U BCe MBICAUMBIE ¥ HEMBICAUMBIE IOUYECTH U Ha-
Ipaabl, KOTOPHIX HE YAOCTAUBAACS HU OAMH I'Pa’KAQHUH PuMa.

Llniepon KpaeM yxa CAyIIaA peuu ceHaToOpoB U MoAadan. Onu ¢ [Tommieem ObIAK pOBecC-
HUKaMU ¥ BMeCTe HaUMHAAU BOEHHYIO CAYKOY ITOA HadaaoM OyAyIIero AuKrtatropa CyAAsl,
BIIOCAEACTBUHU NOAyumBIlIero npossuille Feliks (CyactauBuuk). Ho Toraa Ljuniepos, o Bos-
MO>KHOCTH, CTOPOHHUACS IIPSIMOTO YYaCTUsI B OMTBAX U He OTAMYUACS HU B OAHON PYKOIIalll-
HOM CXBATKe, XOTS HOCUA Med U ITUT. Ero OoABIlle YBA€KAAU CAOBECHBIe OATAAUMU — MOAO-
AOU TIPOBUHITMAA HAMBHO MOAATaA, YTO MUPHOE, OECKPOBHOE, HO HACTOMUMBOE U METOANY-
HOe BOCXOJKAEHUE II0 KaPbePHOM! AeCTHUILE IIPUHECET eMy 0e3yCAOBHBIN YCIIEX.

Ero oTuagHHBIN 1 OecIlaballlHbIN POBECHUK IIOCTyIIaA UHaYe — OH 04epPTd TOAOBY OPO-
cancs B AIOOBbIe KPOBOIIPOAUTHBIE Cpa’keHus1 — BoeBaA B Apuke, Manoit Azuu, Mcnanuu.
BoeBan xpabpo u ycnemHo. M caMm, TOTO He Bepast, B CTPEMUTEABHOM PBIBKE OOOTHAaA BCEX
CBOUX colepHUKOB. [Toka LlullepoH mIar 3a maromMm AOOMBAACST AOAKHOCTH KBECTOPA, SAU-
AQ, IPETOPa, IOTOM KOHCYAQ, KPYTAOAMIILIN, YABIOUHUBEIM [ToMIel ycrea ABa pa3a OTIIPa3A-
HOBATh OIIEAOMASIONINE TPUYMMBI U 38 CEMb AET AO CBOETI'O MeHee YAQUAUBOI'O POBECHUKA
BCTaTh y PyAs rocypapcTsa. [ IpruuéM MUHYS BCe IpOMesKyTouHble cTylleHU. M ecan Cyary
HasblBaau CuacTAMBYUMKOM, TO [Tomnesa moutu 6e3 BCAKOTO IpeyBeAndYeHUsT — BeAaukuM.

Brpouewm, cam Lluriepor cBoeMy CBEPCTHUKY He 3aBUAOBaA. OH OTAMYHO IIOHUMAA, YTO
BOEHHas CTe3s1 — He eMy IpeAHadepPTaHHBIU IyTh. MapKy UCKpPeHHe IIPEeTUAU AFOObIe Aesi-
HU4, CB3aHHBIE C KPOBBIO U HACUANWEM. XOTS OH IOHMMaA UX HEOOXOAUMOCTE U MOAB3Y AASI
Onara Puma. M1 B oTAMuYMe OT MHOTHUX, OTHIOAB HE PEBHOBAA K 3aCAY’KEeHHOU caaBe [Tomrres,
BOAS C HUM AQBHIOIO APY>KOy. O Hell OBIAU HACABIIIIAHBI €T0 HEAPYTH, B 3TO 3aMETHO CAEP-
>KMBAAO UX — BBI3BATh 'HEB BEAMKOTO IIOAKOBOAILA HE XOTEAOCHh HUKOMY.

— Mel emé He oTnpaspHOBaAu TpuyM@del MeTeara u Mapnusd, a y>ke TOTOBUMCS K TPU-
yMmdy INomnesa! — ABycMmbIcAeHHO Opocua HenoT, ’Keaast TOCeATh B KypUU ceMeHa Opoyke-
Hu4. LIullepoH MeABKOM FASTHYA Ha HETO, HO IIPOMOAYaA. A AyTallui, Ha TpaBax r'AaBbl CeHa-
Ta, OAEPHYA CMYTbSIHA!

— MBI rOBOPUM O IIOATOTOBKE K BOMHE, @ He O 3aBePIIeHNN €é...

— Kak OyATO KTO-TO CMOKET IIPOTUBOCTOATE M0OepOHOCHOMY [ToMmmiero! — rHyA cBoé
HenoT, u TpyAHO OBIAO IIOHSITE, BOCXBaAsSeT OH IIOAKOBOAIIA UAU MPOHU3UPYET Hap HUM. U
3a0AHO Hap COOPABIIMMUCS.

— MsI BepuM B [ToMIies ¥ B CUAY PUMCKOT'O OPY’KHUS, — CO BCEU CEPBE3HOCTHIO IIPOAOA-
>Kan AyTaiui, — HO Hallld BOUMHBI AOAKHBL YYBCTBOBATh U IIOHMMATh, UYTO 3@ UX CIUHAMU
CTOUT BCSI MOIIIb TOCYAQPCTBA.

— KoTopoe epAMHO B CBOUX IOMBICAAX U AEUCTBUAX! — IIOAXBATUA KOHCYA.

CeHaTophl BCce, 03 NCKAIOUEHUS, IIOHAAU 3TOT KPACHOPEUYUBLIU HaMEK. 1 KO3BIpSAIONn
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CBOMM BOABHOMEBICAMEM HenoT He pUCKHYA TPOAOAKATh HEKCTATH 3aTETHHYIO IIePETaKky. A
AeHTyA ¢ LleTeroM, cuaeBIIre B IPOTUBOIIOAOKHBIX YTAQX KYPUH, CKDECTHAU B3TASIABL 1 €118
OoAee IIOMpPaYHEeAH, YTO He YKPBIAOCH OT BHHUMaHMA KOHCyAa. OH He coOupancs yIycKaTb
WHUIIMATUBY M3 CBOUX IIEIIKUX, OCTOPOJKHBIX PYK. A 3acepaHue MUPHO MTPOAOAIKUAOCH.

9

Mapk Aunyunnit Kpacc — nepsbiit 0oray Puma 1 nodepurenb Cnapraka — IIPOUCXOAUA
13 CTAapUHHOTO MAeOeMCKOTO POAQ, YTO He IOMeIIaA0 eMy C TOAAMHU CTaTh U KOHCYAOM U
IIeH30pOM. A caMoOe TAQBHOE — YAQUHO M CBOEBPEMEHHO IIPUMKHYTBH K BHICOKOPOAHOMY I1a-
Tpunuio Cyane, AaOBI HAJKUTh OTPOMHOE COCTOSTHUE B IIEPHOA, €ro 0e3’KaAOCTHBIX pelpec-
cuii. PockomrHaga BuAra Kpacca HaxoaprMAachk B CAaMOM apUCTOKPATUYEeCKOM paioHe CTOAU-
uel — Ha [laraTuHCKOM X0AMe. beanoMpaMopHBIe (DOHTAHEL, YIOTHBIE, TEHUCTHIE IIOPTUKY,
CTaTyu OOTOB U repoeB, CBepPKaIoI[e MO3anuKH, ChIThIE IaBAUHEL, I'YASIONIME 10 MHOTOUMC-
AEHHBIM AOPOJKKaM, — BCE 3TO BEAUKOAENHe YCAAKAAAO T'Aa3a U CAYX HEOOABIIIOTO MATHAE-
CSITUAETHETO YEAOBEKA, OBIBIIIErO IPEAMETOM 3aBUCTU OOABIITMHCTBA PUMASTH.

W HBIHEUTHNY I'OCTh €ro, IPOUCXOAUBIINHI U3 CAMOTr'O 3HATHOI'O U IPOCAABAEHHOT'O POAQ,
BeAyIIlero o CAyxXaM, CBoe Hauaao OT camoy borunu Benepsr — att FOAnii Llesaps — Toxke
0e3MepHO 3aBUAOBAA XO34UHY. HUIIUI apuCTOKPAT, K TOMY JKe AOHEAB3sT OOpeMeHEHHBIN
MHOTOUYMCAEHHBIMU AOATaMU, BEITSHYB XYAYIO AAMHHYIO I11e10, BBICTYTIaA, KaK aucT, PSAOM C
SKMAWCTBIM, HEKa3UCTHIM ITAeOeeM U TOYTUTEABHO BHUMaA eMy. Kpacc HelllaaAHO pyraA KOH-
cyaa:

— Cetfuac MBI UMeeM TO, 4To uMeeM! OH IIPOBaAUA HaM 3aKOHOIIPOEKT PyAara, 1 Korpa
ciopa BepHeTcd [ToMmmelt — Ha HAIy AOAIO HUUero He ocTaHeTcda! DTOT BeuHBIN TpuyMda-
TOp, — Kpacc 3A0 ycMexHyACH, — BCE IpubepéeT K pykaM! Hedem OypeT HaroTy HpuKpHITh...

OH roBopua Tak, OyaATO OoHU C llesapeM OBIAM OAMHAKOBO OEAHBI U HEUMYILU.
OO0HUMIABIINY NAaTPULUM, UCTPATUBIINY IIEANKOM CBOE COCTOSTHUE Ha YCTPOUCTBO T€aTPOB,
YTOLIEHUN U TAQAMATOPCKUX UTP, 3aTMUBIINX BCE, YTO OBIAO AO HETO, — C TOCKOIO AYMaA O
TOM, UTO €r0 AOATH HEBOCIIOAHUMHEI.

— Boiina c lyaeeli el1lé He Hayaaach, — HETPOMKO OOPOHMA OH, — U HEM3BECTHO, KOTAQ
3aKOHYUTCH... A IpaBUTH LINUIepOHY OCTAaAOCh BCErO-TO TPU MecAla. ..

— ThI AyMaellb — BCE MO>KHO IMOBTOPUTH?.. — Kpacc cCHU3y CMOTpeA Ha cobecepHUKa.

— lNouemy HeT? — Llesaps nprocTtaHoBUACSI. — CuAaH U MypeHa — KOHCYABI CAEAYIO-
IIIero TOAQ — AIOAM IIOKAAAUCTHIE. A 3a MypeHOM U rpelIKu KOe-KaKue BOAITCH...

— Aa-pa, — IOAXBATUA 60Tad, — OH JKe MOAKYIIaA u3buparesei!..

— WMmenHo, — lle3apb XUTPOBATO COUIYPUACS, — 3HAUYUT, OH Hapylllaa 3aKOH, IpOBe-
AEHHBIN caMuM LluiiepoHom...

COOOIIHMKY HEHAAOATO 3aMOAYaAU. K X034uHY, BOAOYA AAUHHBINU, CAOKEHHBIU TYTUM
BEHUKOM XBOCT, IOAOIIIEA ITaBAMH U, 3aAPaB MaAeHbKYIO TOAOBKY C TOPYAIIUMU Ha 3aTHIAKE
MEPBIIIKAMY, U3AAA PE3KUM, OMEP3UTEABHBIN KPUK.

— Theluero? — yAUBUACS ero BAapeAel,. — [Ipororopancs, 4To Au?

[NTaBAUH TepeBEA OYCHMHKU YEPHBIX TAA3 Ha TOCTI U BAPYT IIOAHSIA M C TPECKOM pas3Bep-
HYA CBOU IBIIIHBINM, BEAUKOAEIIHBIN XBOCT. be3yKOpU3HEHHOE MOAYKPYJKUE, IIeAPO pac-
IIBeUeHHOEe AeCSTKaMU U3YMPYAHBIX «TAA3KOB», IIOXOKee Ha KPBIAO TMTaHTCKONM 6a00UYKY,
KapTUHHO 3aKOABIXaAOCh Ilepea B30paMu cOOeCeAHUKOB.

— Xopour-xopol! — CHUCXOAUTEABHO YCMeXHYACS Kpacc 1, MOBEPHYBIINUCEH K CITyTHU-
Ky, HEOJKUAQHHO NpubaBuA: — OH OIpeAeAEHHO KOT'0-TO HAlTOMUHAET...

— LluniepoHa B KOHCYABCKOM TOT'e, — IIOYTH He Pa3AyMbIBasi, OTBETHUA T'OCTh.

HrpuBo nocMesBIINCE, COOOITHUKYU ABUHYAUCH IO YCBIIIAHHON IIECKOM AOPOJKKE K PO-
CKOIITHOU BUAAE, OCTABUB 3a CIIMHOU TOPAEAUBO 3aMEPIIYIO ITUILY.

— Y Mend Buepa ObIA KaTUAMHA, — MUMOXOAOM COOOITUA cIyTHUKY Kpacc.

— TeI pacckasan eMy... — T'OCTb He yCIleA 3aKOHUMTE (Dpa3y, KakK YCABIIIAA B OTBET:

— KouneuHo.

— Aon?

Borau HexoTs mo>kaA IAeYaMu:

— Crpamrno pyrancs. I'po3uAcsa yOUTb, caM MOHUMaellb — KOro...

COOOITHMKY ITIOMOAYaAH, TOTOM Lle3apb TAyOOKOMBICA€HHO U3PEK:

— Ero, 6e3 cOMHeHUs, MOKHO OHATE. Koraa Te6e y>Ke COPOK IIITh U THI IIOUTH HUYETO
He AOCTUT B 3TOM >KU3HMU...

— A cuacTbe OBIAO TaK OAM3KO... — YCMeXHYACS Kpacc, 00AapaBIINM He TOABKO HECMeT-
HBIM OOTaTCTBOM, HO M CaM OAHA>XABI 3aHUMABIITUY CaMbIM BBICOKHWM ITOCT.

— U ecam OBl He HAIl PETUBBLIM KOHCYA — KaTuAanHa OBl ce4ac AOHEAB3S YIIMBAACS
Io0OeAOM!.

— WM BracThIO! — € HAJ)KUMOM 3aMeTHUA XO3SWH.

Llesapp, UCKOCaA IASIHYB Ha HEro, CMOAYaA. Borpeku cBoemy, OYATO OBl IOKPOBUTEAB-
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CTBEHHOMY OTHOIIIEHUIO K M3BECTHOMY CMYTBAHY, Kpacc, Kak BCIKUN 4epecyyp COCTOS-
TeABHBIM 4EeAOBEK, AePJKaA AIOOOTO Ha IMOAO3peHuu. IToMHA, KaKuM IIyTEM OOpPETEHO ero
HeCMeTHOe OOraTCTBO, OH DOSIACS Bpa3 BCE yTPATUTh. A 3TO OBIAO BIIOAHE BEPOATHO.

XO0341H M TOCTh BOIIAU B IIPOCTOPHBIN aTpuii. OTPOMHBIN, BBIAOJKEHHBI MPaMOpPOM
OaccellH OTpa’kan B CBOEM UUCTEWIIIEM BOAHOM 3epKaAe BBICOKOe 0e300AauHOe HeOOo.
3aTeliAuBEIe (DPECKHU, pacliBeueHHble KyCOUYKaMU OAecTslled MO3auK{, YKpalllaAW 3aA.
CyHAYKM U CTyABS U3 KPACHOTO AepeBa, MHKPYCTUPOBAHHEBIE 30A0TOM, CepeOpOM U CAOHO-
BOM KOCTBIO, CTOSIAU B IIDABUABHOM IIOPSIAKE Y AAABHEH, IapapAHOU CTeHHl. Lle3aps, B KOTO-
PBIM pa3, BOCXUTUACS U ITI03aBUAOBAA 3TOMY BEAUKOAEIINIO, HUUYTh He 3a0bIBasi O TAABHOM:
KaK pa3MAardyuTh CypOBOE CepAlle NPHUKUMHUCTOTO Oorares M BEIMOAUTBH Y HETO OYePEeAHOU
3aém?

YcapuB roCcTd M caM 3aHSB U3AIMIHBIN, CAeTKa 3aTEPTHIU CTyA, Kpacc cipocua Kak Ol
Me>KAY IIPOYMM:

— O ManuAun HeT HUKaKUX BecTen?

— ManAuti B OTpypuH, — NPO3BYyYaA He3aMeAAUTEABHEBIN oTBeT. — CobupaeT CTOPOH-
HUKOB.

TyT B HeOOABIINX, OCTPBIX TAA3KAX XO35IMHA MEABKHYA JKUBOU UHTEPEC:

— Kaxk Tbl AymMaents — cobepét?

Llesaps, cTapasgchk HUUEM He BBEIAQTH Ce051, IOAUBUACST PEAKOCTHOMY AULIEMEPUIO XO35H-
Ha — OH paccIpallnBais O AeMCTBUSAX YeAOBeKa, KOTOPOTO caM IIPeKpacHO 3HaA — OHU oba
cay>RuAM nokorHoMy Cyane. Toabko Kpacc, B cBoé BpeMsi, AOBKO OOOIIIEA TOTO. MaHAMM
OCTaACS IPOCTHIM LIEHTYPHUOHOM U TellePh IIBITAACS HaBePCTaTh YIIyIIIeHHOE.

— Bcé mokeT OBITh, — OTBETHA I'OCTb T'AYOOKOMBICAEHHO, JKeAasl NPUIIYTHYTh Oorada
U CAEAATh eTo ODOAee MTOAATAUBEIM. — EcAuM OH cyMeeT yOeAUTH BETEPAHOB B TOM, UTO OAa-
ropaps HallleMy KOHCYAY, — OH KPHUBO YCMEXHYACS, — OHU AUIIUAUCH COAUAHBIX AOXOAOB,
TOTAQ 3@ HUM IOUAYT Thicsaul, — Kpacc moMpadHeA. A OOHUIIIABIINY HAaTPULIMY TOHSA, UTO
yepecdyp NeperHyA IaAKy U AOOABUA CHUCXOAUTEABHO: — TOABKO 51 He BEPIO B OPATOPCKHE
cnocobHocTr Manuaug. OH aBHO He LlunepoH.

— Aayxk! — yCMeXHYACS XO35IMH U 110 CEKPeTy IIPU3HAACS: — SI BeAb XOPOIIIO ero 3Halo.
3agAABIN pyOaka — U OOABIIIEe HUYETO.

Lle3apb cOrracHO KUBHYA ABICEIOIIIEN TOAOBOM Ha TOHKOM Ilee. EMy TOJKe ITIOAXOAUAO K
COPOKQ, U, KpoMe OAaCHOCAOBHBIX AOATOB M BeChbMa IIPU3PAyYHBIX IIepPCIIeKTUB Ha Oyayliee,
BIlepeAUd eMy HUUEro He CBETHAO.

— A Karuanna? — 3apana Kpacc raaBHBIN BOIIPOC.

l'ocTb AGBHO JKA@A €r0 U yyKe IIPUTOTOBUA OTBET, HO B3TAIHYA B O€CIIOKOMHOE A0 II0-
SKUAOTO NTAe0Oes], CAerKa 3aMsIACS.

— KaruanHa? — OH HIYMHO B3AOXHYA. — KaTuAWHY yKe He yHATE. OH CKEr 3a cOO00
BCE MOCTBI ¥ AOMUTCSI HAIIPOTIAAYIO.

— UTo >Xe HaM AeAaThb? — HeCMOTPS Ha BCIO PUTOPUYHOCTD M 0€CCMBICA€HHOCTD BOIIPO-
ca, Kpacca oH BoAHOBaA Bcepbes.

F'ocTiO MOYeMy-TO CTAAO CMEILIHO — HEBEPOATHBIM Oorad, CIIOCOOHBIM Ha CBOU CPEA-
CTBA COAEP’KaTh IIeAYI0 apPMHUIO, OIIACAETCS OAHOTO-eAUHCTBEHHOTO YeAroBeKa. V30 Bcex cua
CKpHBIBas YABIOKY, Lle3apb mosKaa XyABIMH, Y3KHMMHU IIA€YaMU:

— JXaaTh.

— Yero?

— CXBaTKu MeKAY ABYMSI BOAKAMU.

— Mexpay Lunepornom u Katuannoit? — yrounua Kpacc.

I'ocTe MOAYA KUBHYA. X035UH 00€CKypa>keHO B3AOXHYA M IIOAYMaA MIpo ceOd, YTO HU-
1ieMy HaTPUIIMIO Hedero TepsaTh. KTo OBl HU NPUIIEA K BAACTH B pe3yAbTaTe >KEeCTOKOU U
OecIoIaAHOM OOPBOBI — €My BCE paBHO. XOUYelllb — He XOYelllb, @ IPUAETCS 3aHATh 9TOMY
IIPOIIeABbITe M MOTYy KPYTAEHBKYIO CYMMY, YTOOBI B OYAyIlleM HapesTbCd Ha ero MOMOIIb 1
MOAAEPIKKY. Kak HU KPyTH, @ ero AIOOUT U IIOYUTAET FTOPOACKOU ITaeOc. CBOMMU LIEAPBIMUA
IIOAQUKAMU U YCTPONCTBOM IBIITHBIX, HIYMHBIX 3PEAUIN OH IOKOPUA PUMCKYIO TOABITHOY.

— NAapHO, — PUAOCOPCKU 3aKAIOUUA CKA30UHO OOTAaThIY TOTOMOK CTapOTro ITAe0eCcKo-
T'O POAQ, — MBI IOAOKAEM...

A TIpoMOTaBUINMCS NAaTPULMN yrKe IPEABKYIIaA CKOPYIO yAauy — depe3 AeHb-APYTou
€My OTCBIIIAIOT U 30A0TQ, ¥ cepebpa.

10

ITpupsa AOMOM IOCAe 3acepaHMd B CeHaTe, KOHCYA IIAOTHO NOY>KMHAA U OTIIPABUACH B
A€TCKyI0. OH HECKOABKO AHEU He BUAEA CBOETO MAaA€HBKOI'O ChIHA. 3aKUHYB A€BYIO AQAO-
IIIKY 3a FOAOBY, PeOeHOK CIlaa, YABIOasach BO cHe. [IpaBas pyKa C MyXABIMU MaAbUYUKaMU U
KPYTABIMU IMOYKaMHM Ha THIABHOM CTOPOHE AeKaaa IOBepX oAesra. OTell XOTeA OCTOPOKHO
IIOTAQAUTD €€, HO BOBPEMsI CIIOXBATUACS — 3a4eM TPeBOKUTH MaAbllia? M TyT ke mopyMan
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o Tyaanu. Ero crapias A0Yb TOA Ha3aA BEHIIIIAA 3aMy’K U CKOPO AOAKHA poAuTh. LluilepoHa
3TO OUYeHb OECIIOKOUAO — KaK IPOUAYT POABI V YeThIpHAAIlATUAETHEN AeBUOHKU? XOTs 10
PUMCKUM OObIUasIM 3TO OLIA BHIOAHE HOPMAAbHBIY OpayHbIM BO3PaCT.

— TrI3peCch? — pa3pancs 3a ero CIUHOU TUXuu roroc Tepenruu. LluiiepoH ocTOPOKHO
OTCTYTHA OT KPOBATKH ChIHA.

— Tam npu6Ge>xanra ata peButla, OyabBus, — MIENOTOM COOOIIMAA CYTIPYTa, — C HeH eé
npusaTeAb. OHU XOTAT TeOe YTO-TO COOOIIUTE.

OcTaBuB peOEHKA Ha IIOIeYeHUEe CAYKAHKH, 00a POAUTEAS MOCIENIHO IIOKUHYAR AET-
CKYIO.

N1060BHUK DyABLBUM BBEITASIAEA He AYYIIUM 0Opa3oM. [IpmcTarbHO B3TASHYB Ha €ro
OAEAHYIO, PACTePSTHHYIO (PM3UOHOMUIO, KOHCYA IIOHSIA, YTO MOAOAOTO NATPUIINS ITPUTHAA K
HeMy >KMBOTHBIU CTPax U ITOAHAs OOpeUYE€HHOCTb.

— 4 cayiaro... — NepeBOAS UCHBITYIOMIUM B3TASA Ha ero 00Aee CIIOKOWHYIO, YBEpPEH-
HYIO IIOAPYTY, HETPOMKO CKa3aA I'AaBa 'oCyAapCTBa.

— BoT, — yKasbIBas Ha CIIyTHUKa, OOMKO Hayara AeBYIIIKA, — €TO0 y’Ke I'Po3saTcd YOUTh!

— KTto?

— Karuauna, — OyAbBUS c>KaAa TOAHBIE, YYBCTBEHHbBIE TYOHIL.

KoHCyA OKUHYA JKaAKYIO (PUTYPY 3aroBOPIIMKa. ETO BCKAOKOUeHHBIE BOAOCH], U3MSATA
TYHUKQA, HeOpEe)XKHO HAaKUHYTHIN IIAAQI, — TOBOPUAM O MHOI'OM.

— Y6urhs 3a 4T0?

[Mpamort Bompoc LluilepoHa 3acTaBUA TOCTeM dYepe3 CHUAY CHPABUTHCSI C COOOMH.
A0OOBHHUIIA TOATOAKHYAQ CITyTHHUKA:

— Hy, ckaxu...

Kypuit 6ypKHYA, He TIOAHUMAas TOAOBBL:

— YOUTB KaK IIpepaTeAs.

— Tebs... — LluiiepoH MOMCKaA CAOBO, — Pa300AQUUAN?

3aroBOPIIUK C TPYAOM BBIAGBUA:

— Iloxka Her.

— JAaBaliTe BCE Cc caMOro Hadanra, — LiuilepoH HAIpaBUACS K AAMHHOU CKaMbe, CTOSIB-

ey y creHsl. — CapuTeCh.

HesBaHBble rocTH IPOIIAY K YKa3aHHOMY MEeCTY, HEAOBKO YCEAUCH, TECHSI APYT APYKKY.
KoHCyA B3gA CTapeHBKUU CTYA U PA3MECTHUACS HAIPOTUB. BCIIOMHUB CBOIO aABOKATCKYIO
NIPaKTHUKY, OH IIPOU3HEC CIIOKOWHO M AOOPOKEAATEeABHO:

— He BoaRyliTECHh U He clennuTe. AaBalTe IOAPOOHO BCIIOMHUM BCE...

A10060BHUIIA TOAKHYAA Kypusa B OOK, ¥ OH CTaA BEIKAGABIBATH 110 IIOPSAKY TO, YTO 3HAA U
noMHHUA. KOHCyA BHUMATEABHO CAYIIAA, M3peAKa 3aAaBasi BOIIPOCHI U HAIIPaBASIS pacckas B
HY>KHOE PYCAO.

Koraa BO3HUK cam 3aroBOp, MOAOAOM ITATPUILIMM, €CTECTBEHHO, He 3HaA. Ero BOBAEKAU
TyAa CPaBHUTEABHO HepaBHO. «KoHeuHo, — moapyMana LlunepoH, — 0cob0# 1IeHHOCTU 3TOT
MOAOKOCOC He IIpeAcTaBAsieT. OH Hy KeH UM TOABKO AAS KOAMUYECTBa». 3aTO Telephb B PAAAX
YYaCTHUKOB MOSIBUAOCH MHOTO CAMbIX PA3HBLIX U 3HAUUTEABHBIX Afopel. [Tpo3Bydarm yke
3HaKOMble UMeHa AeHTyAq, Llerera, Llesaps, Mauaud...

KOHCyA corracHO KMBaA FOAOBOM, A@Bas IMOHATE, UTO 3TO AAY Hero He cekpetT. Kypuit
IIPUOOOAPUACS, CTAA U3AAraTh CIIOKOMHEU U MOAPOOHel. U TyT on Ha3Baa Kpacca.

— Kpacc Toke cpeay HUX ?

3aroBOPIUK 3aMAACH:

— Touno HeusBecTHO, HO KaTuAMHA YyIIOMUHAA €ro.

— I'lpu KaKux 00CTOSATEABCTBAX ?

Kypuii crapancg BCIIOMHUTE!

— Kpacc pacckazaa eMy o0 cliopax B ceHaTe.

— Koraa s cooO1ua o 3aroBope?

— Aa.

Lumepon 3apyMancd. [ToBepeHMe crtaporo, 60raToro Auca ObIAO HE CTOAB V3K YAUBU-
TEeABHO — OH BCeTrAa IPEeANIOUNTaA AOBUTH PEIOKY B MyTHOM Boae. Ho He aBAsieTCsI AW OH caM
TAQBOIO 3arOBOPIIUKOB, @ KaTUAMHA TOABKO CAEIION MCIOAHUTeAB? [TopOO0HO raapuaTopy
Ha apeHe IIUPKa, B TO BpeMs KaK ero X03sUH — AQHHUCTa CAEAUT 3a HUM B II[eAb BEICOKOTO,
HaAEXHOTO 3a00pa, AepsKa HarOTOBE OCTAaAbHBIX.

— A uTo paabIie? YTo oHU cOOMPAIOTC AeAaTh? YCTPOUTh Oecnopsiaku? Pa3zBopoBaTh
Ka3Hy? — OH CAeAaa IIay3y. — YOUTb MeHs?..

— 3JToro g He 3Hato. Peun moka 06 3ToM He OBIAO...

Luepor HaxMypHUACS. TOAKY OT BCEro yCABIIIAHHOI'O OKa3aA0Ch BeCbMa HEMHOTO, HO
IIpeHeOperaTh yCAyraMyu HedassHHOTO OCBEAOMUTEASI HUKAK He CAeAO0BaAO.

— A noueMmy KaTuamHa rpo3muAcs Tebs yOUTh? — B FOAOCE KOHCYAA IIPO3BYy4aA0 COUYB-
CTBUE.

— He MmeHs... — 3aroBOpIUK cMellaAcs. — A TOTO IPeAaTeAss, KOTOPOTro pa3oOAavar...
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Lluiiepor OpocuA OBICTPHIM, TIOHUMAIOIIUN B3TASA HA €ro IOAPYTY U OOOAPSIOIIE yC-
MEXHYACS:

— IlycTe BHauanre HAUAYT! — M IIOCMOTPEA B AUIIO NaTpunug. — Ecau ycmeroT... — 3Ta
KOpOTKas yBepeHHas hpasa YCIOKOUAA HE3aAAUAMBOTO 3aropopuinka. OH pacIIpaBUA IIAe-
Y4 U 3aMEeTHO IIPUIIEA B ceOs. KOHCYA OLIeHUA 3TO U, JKeAas 3aKPENUTh yCIleX, IpudaBUA
CYPOBBIM 3HQUUTEABHBIM TOHOM: — 3aKOH TOJKe YMeeT 3a Ce0s IIOCTOATh... Y Hero Tpe3Bas
TOAOBA M KpelKue HaAEKHBIe PYKH. JKaab, 4TO KOe-KTO 00 3TOM 3a0bIBaeT, Ha Oepy cebel..

YCABIIIaB 3TH CAOBQ, HECOCTOSIBIIMNCS CMYTBSIH IPUHSA UX KaK MIPOIeHNe 3a I'PeXy U
OAHOBPEMEeHHO KaK HaAE KHYIO 3alUTY OT IPAAYIINX BO3MOKHBIX Oep. OH XOTeA 4YTO-TO AO-
0aBUTB, HO B 3aA BOLIEA TUPOH M COOOIIUA XO35IMHY IIO-TPEUYECKU:

— KaaBputi 3pech. UTo eMy niepepaThb?

LluiiepoH IOAHAACS U ITIOKa3aA KMBKOM Ha APYJKHYIO IaPOUKY, KOTOPasi TOJKe BCTaAA:

— VX Hy>KHO He3aMeTHO BBIBE3TH OTCIOAQ.

— Xopo1o, — oTnyleHHUuK 6pocua Kyputo, — upuTe 3a MHOU.

KoHcya Apy’KecKu KUBHYA OOOUM U OTIIPABUACS HAaBCTPEUY elll€ OAHOMY He’KAQHHOMY
IIOCETUTEAIO. KhaBAMS OH HAIIEA B OUOAMOTEKE, TAE€ TOT BHUMATEABHO PAacCMaTPUBaA KHUK-
Hble CBUTKHM C IPUKPEIAEHHBIMM K HUM TaOANYKAMU, aKKyPaTHO Pa3A0’KeHHbBIe Ha TOAKaX.

— TlpuBeTcTByIO TeOsI, — NPOTSAHYA €My PYKHU XO34UH. [[OCTb YBa’)KUTEABHO CKAOHHUA
ronoBy. OOMEH4BIINCEH PYKOIIOJKATUEM, OHU 3aBA3aAU 0OOIOAOOTKPOBEHHEIN Pa3roBOp. —
OxpaHa HelAo0Xa, — 3aMeTHUA KOHCYA, — HO CAWIIKOM OYeBHAHA.

— MoskeT, 3TO U K Ay4llleMy? — BO3Pa3UuA rocTb. — [TyCTb BCce BUAAT, UTO Y BAACTH €CTh
KpenKue 3alllUTHUKU. Pa3Be 3TO TAOXO0?

— AapHoO, TycTh Tak. Ho >)keraTeAbHO ObI HAUTU CBOUX AIOAEH. ..

— B okpyxkennu Katuaunni ¢ — nopxBaTuA KaaBanii. OH BCE MOHUMaA C AETy. — ByaeM
HUCKaThb!

— Beapb oHU rAe-TO COOMPAIOTCA... — OCTOPOIKHO IIPOAOATKHUA KOHCYA. ['OCTB XUTPOBATO
YCMEeXHYACH:

— Coobupatrorcs oau B poMe [Toprusa Aeku.

— OTKyAa Tebe 3TO U3BEeCTHO?

— Mou AroAU AOHECAM.

Lluiepor co BCE BO3paCTArOUUM HUHTEPECOM CMOTPEA Ha CBOETO AOOPOBOABHOTIO IIO-
MoIfHuKa. OH 3HaA eTo He CAMIIKOM AABHO U, BEPOSITHO, HeAOOIleHUBaA. PBeHMe U IIPLITh
MOAOAOTO IATPUIIUA 3aCAYKUBAAU OAOOPEHUS, XOTSI BBI3BIBAAM HEKOTOPYIO ONACKY...

— A eCcAmr KOTO-TO M3 HUX, — KAaBAWM MOHU3UA TOAOC, — HEO>KUAAHHO CXBATHUTh?

— Het, — raaBsa rocypapcTBa OTBETHA TBEPAO, — BpeMeHa Cyanbl AaBHO MuHyAU. He
HAAO BOPOIIMUTH NIPOIIIAOe... — S AyMaro, MBI BCE y3HaeM 0e3 HaCUAUSA U KPOBHU... — PA3BO-
POTAUBEINM IATPULIMU HEXOTI KUBHYA, & XO35MH IIOAYMaa, YTO 3TOMY BUHOM €T0 HeTepIIeAH-
BBII MOAOAOM 3aA0P, JKEeAaHUe CAEAATh BCE PelIUTEeABHO U ObICTpo. — Celyac He HapO TO-
POIUTBCS, — Ha3UAAQTEABHO IPOM3HEC TAABA TOCYAAPCTBA, — CeMeHa AOAKHBI IPOPACTH. ..

— Kaxkwue cemeHna?

— INpectynaenus, — LuiepoH XUTPO COLTYPUACSI. — A MBI 00513aHBI X BOBpEeMs 3aMe-
TUTBH, — OH CJKaA IIeTOThIO XyAble, AAMHHBIE TIAABIIBl, — U BEIPBATh UX BMECTe C KOPeIllIKaMU.
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Cpepssas yacTs UTaanu — OTpypusa — >KHAA HECIIOKOWHO. XOTSA OOABIIMHCTBY €€ KU-
TeAel OBIAO AAPOBAHO IIPABO PUMCKOTO IPa*kAaHCTBA, MHOTHE [IOMHUAM, YTO AOCTAaAOCH OHO
B pe3yabTaTe COIO3HNUEeCKON BOMHEL, KOTAQ 3TPYCKU BMeCTe C MapcaMy, yMOpaMU 1 CaMHU-
TaMU IIOTPSICAU OCHOBEI PUMCKOTO rocypapcTBa. KpOBONIPOAUTHEIE CXBATKU 3aKOHYUAMUCH
B pe3yAbTaTe B3aMMHBIX YCTYIIOK — CEHAT AAPOBaA MATEXHUKAM «IIPOIeHue U AOCTOUH-
CTBOY», @ TA@BHBIN YCMUPUTEAb OYHTOBITUKOB — Aynuil Kopaeantt Cyara — pa3zMeCcTUA Ha
UX 3eMASIX CBOUX 3aCAY’KEHHBIX BeTePaHOB, HAaTPAAUB IIPU 3TOM Ka’kKAOT'O HAAEAOM.

Ho OpaBble BOSIKM AQBHBIM-AQBHO PA3y4YMAUCH U I1IaXaTh, U CeAThb. [IepBoe, 4TO IPUIIAO
UM B TOAOBY — 3TO JKeAaHHUe IIOCKOpee IPOAATh UAUM CAQTh B @peHAY CBOM AAPMOBBIE y4acT-
KM U IIePECEeAUTHCS B IPOBUHIIMAABHEIE TOPOAKHU. TaM, KylIuB, AMOO CHSB B HaeM TECHEIE,
>KaAaKHe KBapTUPKH, OLIBIIME 3alIUTHUKU OTedeCTBa OBICTPO NPOEAAAW U ITPOIIUBAAM He-
OoraTbele cOepeskKeHHUs U epABa CBOAUAU KOHIIBI C KOHIIAMHU. TyT-TO U MOSIBUACS B 3AEIIHUX
Kpasx OTBa’KHBIM IIeHTypuOoH CyAABl, HecrubaeMbiy ['ait MaHAW.

OH npuObIA B HEOOABIIION ropopoK De3yAy 1 coOpan Ha MAOIIaAU OTCTaBHBIX A€THOHEe-
poB. CypoBhle BeTepaHbl, BOEBaBIIINE KOTAQ-TO IIOA HA4aAOM 3HAMEHUTOI'O IIOAKOBOALA B
WUcnanuy, I'peniin, MakepOHUH, pa3rpoMuBIIIHe caMmoro MuTpuaaTa, C HAAEKAOU BCTPETU-
AU A@BHET'O TOBapHUIIa 110 OPYIKHUIO.

— Kak TaMm penra B Pume? — KyTasch B IpyOble IIOHOIIIEHHBIE IIAQIIY, BOIIPOIIAaAN OBIB-
e oT4agHHBIe pyOaku. Aa>ke ¢ IIepBOTO, MUMOAETHOTO B3TAgIA@ OBIAO 3@aMEeTHO, YTO HBI-
HeNIHss CKyAHas JKU3Hb UX KPEIIKO IoTpelarad. A CTOMKasi HeAI0OOBb MECTHOTO HaCeAeHUs
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CAEAAAAQ OTIETHIX TOAOBOPE30B CAEPKAHHBIMU M ITOKAQANCTBIMHU.
— AerappsHb! — 6e3 00MHAKOB oTpe3ar MaHAUM, OCTepBEHEAO CIIAIOHYB. — CeHaTophI-
CBOAOYM HUKAKOTO IIPOABIXY He AQIOT, — BeTePaHbl COKPYIIEHHO B3AOXHYAU U IIOKAYaAH I'O-
AOBaMHU. BOABIIMHCTBO M3 HUX y’Ke HU Ha UTO He HAAEIAOCh. — Halm AFoAu XOTeAU TPOABU-
HYTb AOODBIM 3aKOH, — COOPABIINCH C MBICASIMHU, IIPOAOAKAA MaHAUN, — 4TOOBI PA3AaTh
HeUMYIIIUM 3eMAH, KOTOPBIE eCTh Y TOCYAQPCTBA, @ CEHAT U KOHCYA 3TO 3alIPETUAH...

CaymiaTeAan MOAYaAU. BpaBhIf EHTYPHOH CAETKA OIIEIINA — OH He OJKUAAA HUYEro I10-
AOOHOTO.

— bBblna Y Hac CcBOA 3eMAs, — CO B3AOXOM OTBETHA IIOKMAOM OAHOPYKHUM AETHO-
Hep, — TOABKO I'Ae OHa?.. — KaneKa HeBeCeAo yCMexHyAcA. — PasBe g MoTy Ha Hel pado-
TaTb? — OH IIOMaxaha eAWHCTBEHHOM pyKoM. — Ilyckal Ha Hel ApyTue HauryT...

ToBapullu MOAAEPFKAAU €T0 CMEXOM.

— CKOABKO y Te0sI OBIAO IOTE€POB?.. — CIIPOCUA OBIBIINU [JEHTYPHUOH.

— Kak y Bcex... Apa...

(TTpuMepHO ABa C TTOAOBUHOM I'eKTapa).

— A MOTAO OBITB AeCATB!.. — MaHAuM epKo puinypuaca. — U peHer us rocypapCTBEH-
HOM Ka3HBI THI OBl 1€ TOAYYHUA. [Ipuuém HeMaro! M Tak OBIAO OBL y Ka’KAOTO...

YnoMuHaHMue O AeHbraX MUTOM PACTPEBOJKUAO TOAIY. BO3MO>KHOCTE TOAYYATh COAUA-
HOe 1oco0ue AF000MY OOHUIIIABIIEMY BOSIKE Ka3aA0Ch BeCbMa KCTaTH.

— A KTO 3aKOHY-TO IIOMelllaA? — IIPOpe3ancsi CKBO3b HECTPOMHEBIM F'OMOH 4eH-TO TOAOC.

— OrTuel-ceHAaTOPBl, — MaHAUN 93BUTEABHO yCMeXHYACS. — M Ham KoHcyA. Lurepos.

BeTepaHBI BCTPEBOKEHHO 3alllyMeAnd. BepxoBHasa BAACTh B PUMe, Kak U IIOAOKEHO, Me-
HSIAACBH Ka’KABIM TOA, U IIOJKUABIE BOSIKU He yCIIEBaAU CAEAUTH 3a Hell. OHU XOPOIIIo 3HaAU
TeX OBIBIINX, YAQUAUBBIX BOeHauaABHUKOB — Cyaay, ITommes, Aykyana, Kpacca, mop nipea-
BOAUTEABCTBOM KOTOPBIX OHM TaK CA@BHO YOMBAaAM U TpabMAH, a KTO Takou Lluniepon — He
UMeAU IPeACTaBACHUS.

— OTKyA@ OH B34ACI?

— MEI Takoro He 3HaeM!

— ATae OH BoeBan? — pPa3paAUCh XPUIIABIE, COPBAHHEIE TOAOCA.

— Oum BoeBana a3bIkoM. Ha @opyMe, — SAOBHUTO OCKAAOHUACS IIeHTYPHOH.

Toana rypeaa. M3 camoit rymu K MaHAWIO IPOOUACS BBICOUEHHBIMN, MOCAQCTEBIMN, BECh B
pyOuax u mpamMax BeTtepaH. OH 3aTOAUA IIPaBOe IIAEUYO U ITOKa3aA IeHTYPHUOHY OIPOMHYIO
3aCTapeAylo paHy ¢ (UOAETOBLIMHU, PBAHBIMU KPasgMU:

— Buaumip?

— Buxy. Y MmeHda ToXe ecTb Takad. Il He opHa.

BeTepaH 3aKpBIA HCKaA€UeHHOE ITAeUO U CKa3aA C 3aTA€HHOU TOPAOCTBIO:

— MHue 310 cam CriapTak OCTaBHUA!..

[MTpuTHx1as TOAIa CAEP’KAHHO 3alllyMeAa.

— Temneps BCIKUM MOJKET 3TUM XBAacTaTb! — paspancd U3 3aAHUX PSAOB UeH-TO eXUA-
HBIN BEIKPUK. KpecTHUK CriapTaka 0CKOPOAEHHO OOEPHYACS Ha TOAOC, HO IIEHTYPHOH ITOA-
HSIA PYKY:

— CIOKOUHO, TpakpaHe! — NPUBBIKIINE K YETKOM KOMAHAE BOMHBI CPA3y YMOAKAU.
ManAnm 00paTUACI K U3paHEHHOMY BeTepaHy: — Yero ThI XO4Yellb?

TOT IOAHSIA IIMPOYEHHbIE, YXBATUCTHIE AQAOHU:

— 51 BOT 3TUMM pPyKaMU He OAHY COTHIO pa0oB nepeBetiaA... Ot Kanyu Ao Puma... BAoAb
BCcel ANNMEeBON AOPOTH... — OH IIOKAa3aA Pa3MAllIUCTBIM >KECTOM, — TOAIQ, TASIAL Ha 3Ty
3BEePCKYIO IaHTOMUMY, HACTOPOKEHHO 3aTUXAd. — A UTOOBI B3AEPHYTH IaPOUKy CEHATOPOB
Aa OAHOTO KOHCyAa!l.. — BeTepaH AMXO NPUCBUCTHYA. Bce ApY>KHO 3araspenn. Pazparuce
rpyOBle ITyTKHU U cMeX. LIeHTypHUOH YAOBAETBOPEHHO BEIKPUKHYA!

— Aobpo! Teneps cayIaTe... — TOAIIA IPUMOAKAA. — Bbl momHmMTe KaTuAMHY?

— A Kkaxk xe? Emé He 3a0biAu! — OTKAMKHYAUCH OBIBIIIME AeTHOHEpHl. — Xpabpell, Ka-
KX Maao!..

— Karuauna, Aentya, Lleter xoTaT nomoub BaM... Harpaau ux doru!..

— Monoatnel! — op0OprAa TOATIa. MaHANY 3aMaxan pyKaMu:

— Monauure u caymanTe!.. — U OBIBIINM HEHTYPHUOH CTaA M3AAraTh CBOU IIAaH: — Bo-
IIEPBBLIX — BCEM HY’KHO KaK CAeAyeT BOOPY KUTHCS. KTO COXpaHUA CBOM Med U IIUT — MYCTh
AEPIKUT BCE HAaroTose. KTo He COXpaHUA — OH IOMOJKET TOMY AOCTAaThb AOCIIexu. Bce >KuBy-
IIMe IO COCEACTBY AOAKHBI OOBEAUHUTHCS B AECATKHU U COTHU. BEIOpaTh cebe KOMaHAUPOB
U JKAQTH CUTHaAQ...

— Mebl notipéM Ha Pum?.. — copocuA u3paHeHHBIM BeTepaH, BOEBaBIIUU IIPOTUB
CnapTaka ¥ yAQYHO PaClMHABIINY BOCCTABIINX PabOB.

— BO3MOJXHO, — CAEpP’KaHHO OTBeTUA MaHAUM.

— TIToMH!O, Kak MBI ¢ TOKOMHBIM CYAAOU TaM CAABHO IOTYAdAH!.. — MeuTaTeABHO BOC-
KAUKHYA OAHOPYKHUM, KOCSICh Ha OKPY KAOIIUX.

— Kpenko No>KUBUAUCK?.. — Pa3AaAUCh 3aBUCTAUBEIE BEIKPUKMU.
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— A To! — cnopBM>XHUK CYAABI XOTEA ITOKA3aTh IIMPOKUM JKECTOM — CKOABKO A0Opa
IIPUMIIAOCH TOTAQ YHECTH, HO II0 IIpUYNHE YBeUbid TOABKO MAaXHYA eAHHCTBeHHOﬁ py’KOﬁ

ManAnM OBIA TOYTU YAOBAETBOPEH. OH He pacCUMUTHIBaA Ha I'PAaHAWO3HBIN ycIleX, HO
IIlepBasi BCTpeya C BeTepaHaMM BCEAMAA B HEro O€3YCAOBHYIO HapAeKAY. Temepsb HYKHO He
AAQTb UM OCTBLITH U YyTPATUTH BepPy. OH 1o OIIBITY 3HAA, KaK HeYCTOfI‘{I/IBbI OTHU AIOAU: CTOUT
OCAAOUThH 3@ HUMM KOHTPOAB, llepecTaTh BHYIIAaTh AIOOble HeCOBITOYHbIE MEUTHl — U KOHeTI],
BceMy. EpnHAfA, cria04€HHAS, HalleAeHHasd Ha oOljee AeA0 KOMaHAQ MUTOM OOpalllaeTcs B
OyiHY10, CBOEHPABHYIO OPaBy, FTOTOBYIO Pa30e’KaTbCsA KyAad IIOIIAAO.
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ABa OBIBIIIMX HaMeCTHUKAa, MPUOBIBIIUX U3 Marou Asuu, KBunt Mapiuti Pekc u
KBunT MeTean KpeTuk crosiau aarepeM y KOAAMHCKHUX BOPOT CTOAUIIBL, OKHAASL TPUYM-
da. CorrnacHo 3aKOHY, OHM He UMEAU IIPaBa BXOAUTH B PUM BO raaBe CBOUX HOOEAOHOCHBIX
AETUOHOB. TOABKO C BepAOMa CeHaTa, IOAYYUB Ha TO OAOOpeHNe KOHCYAQ U eT0 KOAAET, OHU
00a MOTAH, II0 KOMaHAE, IOCTPOUTH CBOU II€HTYPUH, MAHUITYABL 1 KOTOPTHI, COOPATh TECHBIE
IIIepeHTY TAeHHBIX, 3aKOBAHHBIX B I[elIH, HarPpy3UTh IIOBO3KU 30A0TOM, cepedpoM, JKeMuy-
TOM M IPOYUMM OeCUMCAEHHBIMU TPOesaIMU — U MOA BU3TAWBLIM MOCBUCT (PACUT U IIeHUE
TPyO IIPOBE3TH BCE 3TO II0 YAUIAM TOPOAQ, IIOAHUMAs KAYObl AOPOSKHOM ITBIAM ¥ BOAHEI T1a-
TPUOTUUECKOTO yTrapa.

OpHaKO 1IEA yKe BTOPOM MeCsI] TOMUTEABHOTO OJKUAQHUSA, a U3 PuMa He OBIAO HUKAKUX
OAQrONpUATHBIX BecTel. boabIle Toro — K Mapnuio 1 MeTeany CTaAd HaBeABIBAaThCS BCA-
Kue, IPOllIeHHbIe U HelIPOIlIeHHbIe, TOCTH, IPUHOCS caMble MyTHBIE, Pa3HOPEUYNBLIE CAYXU.
Ho o0a HaMeCTHUKA CABIAU AFOABMU CTAPOM 3aKaAKH, B IIPOIIIAOM TOT ¥ APYTOM IIPOIIAY BCe
CTYIIEHU I'OCYA@PCTBEHHOM A€CTHUIIBL, BIIAOTh AO CAMOTO BePXa, U IPUBBIKAU ITIOAYUHATHCSI
3aKOHY. TOABKO A€THOHEPHI, YCTaB OT BEIHYKAEHHOTO 6e3AeAbs, CTaAU IOTUXOHBKY OTAY-
YaThCS B TOPOA, IIUTH BUHO U PACITyTCTBOBATE. UTOOBI B AaTepe OKOHYATEABHO He yIlaAa AUC-
OUNAMHE, MeTeAar 1 Map1iuli IpUKa3aAu BEICeYb 0CO00 OTAMYUBIINXCA. OTAYYKH Ha BpeMs
IIPEKPATUAUCH, HO HEAEAIO CIIyCTs BCe IIOBTOPHUAOCK...

— Yrto OypeM AeraTh? — obOpalarca MeTeAa K HalapHUuKy. — EIé maToK TaKuxX AeHb-
KOB, M IIPUAETCS PyOUTH rOAOBBI! APYTOro BEIXOAQ HET.

— He nnave, — COKpPYLIEHHO COrAacuAca Mapiul, — IOKa OHU TaM B PuMe 3aHATEL
WHTPUTAMHU — MEI TyT TEPSIEM COAAQT...

3a TOHKUMHU CTEHaMU IIOXOAHOTO IIaTpa pa3spancsa MOAO3PUTEABHBIN LTy M.

— Hy, BoT onisaite! — Mapriiuit Beipyraacsi. — OuepepHast 3aBapyllKa...

OKUHYB [IOAOT, B ITAAQTKY BOIIIEA AeTaT MeTeana:

— K HaM KOHCYA ITOJKaAOBaA...

— Haxonern-to! — Apy>XHO BOCKAUKHYAU TPUYMPATOPHI.

B y3kom npoéme nokazanrachk urypa Liuiiepona. MeTtean 1 Mapliuii 0>KHAAAY YBUAETD
TOPKECTBEHHYIO TOT'y C IIMPOKOW IyPIYPHOM KaMMOM M 3HAKU KOHCYABCKOT'O AOCTOWH-
CTBQ, HO TOCThb OBIA B IIPOCTOM TEMHOM IIAAIIE, ¥ COIIPOBOKAAAM €0 KpelKie OXPaHHUKU.
HaMecTHUKY TeperAIHYAUCh — Hey’KeAUM B TOPOAE IIePeBOPOT U rAaBa rOCyAApPCTBa CTpe-
MUTEABHO OTTyAQ Oeskan? LlunepoH, 3aMeTUB UX HEAOYMEHHE, TYT Ke ITOSICHUA!

— Memns 3amenaeT AHTOHUMH... S K BaM 110 cTapoi Apyskoe. [IpumuTe roctsi?

TpuymdaTOpEl IPOTIHYAU €My PYKH, U BCe TPOe OOMEHSAAUCH IPUBETCTBUAMU. KOHCYA
3aHAA TaOypeT, W HavanCd OTKPOBEHHBIU pPa3roBOpP. BEICAyIIAB CIpaBEAAMBBIE JKAAOOBI
000UX BOEHAYaAbHUKOB, Lluriepon ckazan 6e3 OOMHSIKOB:

— l'oBops 1o mpaBae — cemyac He A0 TOpKecTB... CypuTe camMmu — B PuMe co pAHS Ha
AEHBb MOJKeT HauaThCs PE3H4...

— Toraa Hy>KHO OOBSIBUTH Upe3BblUalfHOe ITOAOKEeHUE U BBECTH B FOPOA BoMcKka!l — TyT
JKe 3aKATounA Mapnui.

KoHcya mokadaa roroBoI:

— Iloka AAsg pTOro HeT ocHOBaHUM. M ranaBHOe — B ceHaTe HEeT eAMHCTBa, a Kak 0e3
Hero?

— Ho MBI TOKe He MOJKeM CTOATH 3AeCh MecAllaMu! — BOCKAUKHYA MeTean. — COApATEL
COIBIOTCA U pasderyrcda. HaunyTcsa rpabesku 1 MapoAEPCTBO...

— CoraaceH, — IOAAQKHYA 'AaBa F'OCYAQPCTBa, — HO 0e3 0pA00peH!Us ceHaTa g He MOTy
TIOWNTHU Ha KpalHUe MepHhl. Toraa 3To OyAET Teppop...

B manraTke BOIlapuAAaCh TUIIMHA. MacCTUTHIE, 3aCAY)KeHHBIE BOEHAYaAbHUKHU, B CBOE Bpe-
Ms 3a@HMMaBIIIFe CaMble BBICOKUE ITOCThI, OTAMYHO TOHUMAaAU IIOAOJKEHHEe CBOEro HeJKAQH-
HOro rocTd. bpeMs oTBeTCTBEHHOCTH, BO3AOKEHHOE Ha Hero, OBIAO CAUIIKOM BEAMKO, YTO-
OBl pELIUTh BCE eAUHBIM MaxoM. [To cOOCTBEeHHOMY YCMOTPEHHUIO.

— A MeXXAy IPOUHMM, — YCMeXHYACS MeTeAA, — ThI y HAC AAAE€KO He NepBBIU ITOCEeTU-
TeAb...

— Kartuamna?! — pAorapancst KOHCYA.
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— KaTtuauny MBI OBl BBITHAAM B3alllek! — nopxsaTtua Mapruii.

— Lle3apbs? — mONpaBUACS TOCTh. MeTeAA IIPOAOATKAA YABIOATHCS:

— bepwu BrIme. Kpacc.

— Bort crapsiii nponsipa!l — LlunepoH Belpyraccgd. — EMy-To 4ero TyT OBIAO HY>KHO ¢

— 1 MBI TO>XKe AOMAAM TOAOBBI — AAS Uero 3TOT AWC CIOAQ SIBUACS ¢

— AaBHO?

— Hepeato Hazaa. PaHO yTpoM OOBIBUACS, COAAQTHL elllé cnaan. OOOIIeA BCe TTaraTKY,
Aa’kKe BHYTPb 3aTASHYA...

— MoskeT, 3aTOCKOBaA 10 AaT€PHOM JKU3HM ?.. — YCMEXHYACST KOHCYA.

— Kypa tam! MBI 3HaeM, KakOM U3 HETro MOAKOBOAEIl. ABa ropa 3a 3A0OCYACTHBIM
CnaprakoM 0e3 TOAKY F'OHSACH, IToKa IloMmelt ¢ AyKyAAOM TOMY AOPOI'Y He IIePEKPHIAU... 1
TpUyM@ MeuTaA 3a 5TO HOAYUUTh...

HNcTopusi beccaaBHOTO KOMaHAOBaHMS Kpacca BO BpeMsi BOMHBI C BOCCTABIIUMU TAa-
AMATOpaMU U IPUMKHYBIIMMM K HUM IIacTyXaMu U pabaMu OblAa elllé cBe’ka B IaMsTH.
BacHOCAOBHBIN O0Tad, peIIuBIINM CTSI>KATh CAABY CIIAaCHUTEAS OTeUeCTBa, eABa He ITOCTaBUA
CTpaHy Ha I'paHb r'uOeAn. A 1o30pa, TeM He MeHee, U30eKaA...

— Tak uero ke oH BCE-Taku XoTeA? — LlurepoH BepHYA COOECEAHUKOB K ACHCTBUTEAD-
HOCTH.

— Aa BCE BBIHIOXMBAA, — MeTeAan HaxXMypUAcd. — XOTeA IIpoulynaTh HAc C
MapnyeM — 4blo CTOPOHY 3aliMEM ¢

U oba BoeHauarbHUKA IMOAPOOHO paccKas3aAW KOHCYAY, KaK YMEAO, OCTOPOSKHO M Ha-
CTOMYMBO BBICITPAIIIMBAA UX HE3BAaHBIM I'OCTh. Kakue paccTaBASIA AOBYIIKH, TO ITyras BO3-
BpamenueM [Tommes1, To IpeAbIlas KakKAOTO TPSIAYIIUMY, HeCMeTHLIMU OAaraMu, eCAU OHU
IOAAEPIKAT HY>KHBIX €My AIOAEH.

— OH uMeA B BUAY ceb4 U Lle3aps... — KOHCYA ITIOAyMan M A00aBUA: — BO3MOJKHO, U
Karnauny.

— A dero oHUM AOOMBAIOTCSA? — CIIPOCUA HAIPAMYyto Mapiiuii.

— BaacTtu, — KpaTKO OTBeTUA LIUIlepoH, — TOABKO Ka’KABIA XO4eT AOOUTHCS €€ Uy KU-
MU pyKaMu. A Tellepb CKa’KUTe OTKPOBEHHO — KakK OBbITh C TPUyM(OM? — BOIPOC IIOCTaBUA
Cco0eCcepAHUKOB B TYTIHK. M Aeno OBIAO He B HUX CaMUX — OOABIIIE FOAA UX AeTHOHBI BOEBAAU B
Manou Azuu. MeTean pasKe TOKOPUA OCTPOB KPUT — 1 AMIINTE BCEX COAAAT IIAOAOB 3aCAY-
SKeHHBIX TT00eA ? ! Ka>kABIM HEBOABHO IIPEACTaBUA ceDe, KaKOM BaA pa30dapoBaHUs, OOMALI
1 HEYKPOTHUMOM 3A00BI IOAHUMETCS B BOMCKax... — S He roBOpio, — TYT JKe MOIIPaBUACSI
LluiepoH, BUAS IOMpPAYHEBIINE AUIIQ, — YTO €ro He OyAeT BOOOIIe, HO XOTd OBl Ha BpeMs
BCE 3TO OTAOXKUTh...

— Ha ckoabko?.. [To¥iMu, MBI He MOJKeM BEUHO CTOSATH 3AeCh, IIOA CTeHaMu. B KoHIe
KOHIIOB, T€ K€ MTOMOITHUKU KaTUAUHBI, UAM OH caM, UAU ATOAU Kpacca u Lle3aps pa3aoxkar
BKOHeI] HalllUX COAAAT. A XysKe TOro — IIepeMaHsT UX Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY!..

— OToro s u 00tock! — yecTHO nmpus3HaAcs LuriepoH. [TOAKOBOAITBEI pa3MbIIIAIAU. — S
BeAb TOJKe He COOMPAIOCh CUAETh CAOJKA PYKU, — IOIBITAACSI YOEAUTb OOOUX KOHCYA, — Y
MeH$ eCTb CUABHBIe cTOpOHHUKU — Karon, Katyaa, Cuaan, ITuson, Aykyaa... VI B Oamskai-
lilee BpeMs g IIOCTaBAIO BOIIPOC O Upe3BhIYaiHOM ITIOAOJKEHNN. ..

— XopoI110, — corAracuAcsa MeTean, IOCMOTPEB Ha TOBAPHUIla, — MBI COTAACHBI JKAQTH
emIe...

— Hepaearo! — nmoapxBaTua Mapiiuid.

l'ocTh MOAHSAACS, 3aNIaXHYA [IAQI M IPOTIHYA TpUyMdaTopaM pyKy:

— Korpa HacTaHeT BpeMs AeUCTBOBATh — $ BAM COOOILY...

13

KaToH npeaA0>KUA BBI3BATh B CeHAT KaTUANMHY U AOIIPOCUTE ero. Bce ceHaTOpHI TOAAEP-
>kaam. M KatuanHa IBUACS Ha 3acepaHMe ceHaTa.

LiniiepoH OPUIIEA B COIIPOBOSKACHUN AMYHOM OXPAHBI U CEA B [IEPBOM PAAY, CPEAU IIPO-
yux. Bce >Kpaam HbIHeNTHero KOHCyAa — AHTOHM4. [AaBa rocypapcTBa MOSIBUACI BMeCTe C
raaBoro ceHara — AyranumeM Katyarom. CoOpasmivecs BCTaau. M TyT 1o 3aAy IpoOHECCS
A€rkun mryM — Bolnéa Kpacc B komnanum Mapiieara u CunmoHa.

C paspenrenua KaTyara Bce APY’KHO pacCeAUCh IO MecTaM, a AASL OIIO3AaBIIEeN TPO-
UIIBl He HAIIAOCh CBOOOAHOT'O MeCTa, M Oorauy ¢ AByMsS MPUCHEITHUKAMU IIPUIIAOCH IIPO-
OupaThCsa B IepepHue PSIABL. TaM B TOPAOM OAMHOYECTBE BOCCEAAA BUHOBHUK TECHOTO CO-
OpaHusl — CIIpaBa M CAeBa OT Hero 3usgAa IycToTa. Kpaccy U ero cBuUTe HUYETO APYTOTO
He OCTaBaAOCh, KaK 3aHATh CKaMbIO psAAOM ¢ Katuanuoii. [To o6e cTopoHbl OoT KaTUAUHBL
IIOMECTUANCH HallepCHUKY Ooraya, a caM OH IPUTYAUACS € Kpalo.

— VYBaskaeMble OTIIBI Puma! — oOpaTuacs K ceHaTopaM AyTaruii Katyar. — Mul cobpa-
AMCB 3AEeCh II0 BeCbMa Ba’KHOMY IIOBOAY... be3oTaaraTeAbHOMY U TPEBOJKHOMY...

KoHcya AHTOHUM, CUAAITUM PSAOM C TAABOIO CeHaTa, He IOAHKMMAaA roAoBHL. Llunepon
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KUIIEA OT BO3MYIIEHUS — BCE IIPOUCXOAMAIee HAIIOMHUHAAO €My CIIEKTaKAb, Pa3bIrphlBae-
MBIU KpailHe AYPHBIMU aKTepaMU, a BCe 3PUTEAU C HeTepIIeHUEeM KAAAU HACTOSAIe OUTBEL
crpacTteit. Kpaa eé u KatuanHa.

[TpounsHecs HEYTO 3aMBICAOBATOE U MAAOBPA3yYMUTEABHOE, 'A@Ba CeHATa BCIIOTEA OT Ha-
NIPSIKEeHNs, a B 3aAe Pa3paAnuCh OeCIOpSIAOUYHEIE BHIKPUKU:

— Bcé acuo!.. ITycts roBopurt!.. [Tocaymaem Katuauny!..

KartnamHa croBHO TOro u >xpan. OH BCKOYMA, M B 3aAe HAaCTyIIMAA I'POOOBasg TUIIMHA.
LiniiepoH NOYyBCTBOBAA €€ BCEM CYILILECTBOM, AA’Ke BHYTPHU €ro BCE 3aMePAO U 3aTAUAOCh.
FocypapcTBeHHBIE MYJKU, TECHO 3aIlIOAHUMBIIINE 3aA, IPUAEPIKAAU AbIXaHUe — APY3bs, He-
APYTH U IPOCTO AFOOONIBITCTBYIOIINE, HEe IPUHUMAIOIEe HUYbIO CTOPOHY, CAUAUCH B HEKYIO
€AUHYIO, 0€3MOABHYIO MACCY, Ka’KAYIIYIO YCABIIIATh YTO-TO HEBEPOSITHOE U OIIIEAOMASIIO-
miee. KaTuamHa OAHSAA PYKY:

— Hame rocypapcTBO, — OH CTOSA BIIOAOOOPOTAa K 3aAy M KOHCYAY C TAABOKO Cce-
HaTa, — COCTOUT U3 ABYX TeA. OAHO Tolllee, YaXAoe U C HEIIOMEPHOM TOAOBOM. A ApY-
roe — OTPOMHOE U MOTydee, TOABKO O€3TOAOBOE...

KoHcyA 1 raaBa ceHaTa CMOTPEAM Ha BBICTYIIQIONIEro BO BCe raasa. OO0uX IBHO BCTPe-
BOJKHUAO 3TO MHTPUTIYIOIlee Hadaro. NeHTYyA 1 LleTer ucmyranHo neperassHyAuck. VI BApyr
LluiiepoH SAOBUTO BO BCEYCABIIIIaHUE 3aMETHA:

— YK He TBI A COOMPAEIbCS IPUCTABUTD €My F'OAOBY ¢

— Al

OTO OTKPHITOE 3aBA€HME CMYTHUAO Aa’Ke CTOPOHHUKOB KaTuAamubl. HUKTO AO TOPEL, AO
BpeMeHU He XOTeA MyOANYHO BBEICTAaBAITE ce0s HanmoKa3. OpaTop IIPOAOAKHA!

— BBI, — OH CcAeAan HEONIPEeASAEHHBINU JKeCT PYKOU U B CTOPOHY BEPXOBHBIX BAACTUTE-
Ael, M B 3aA, — IIPOBAAUAU 3aKOH, AQIOIIUN IIPaBO HEUMYIITUM BAAAETh 3eMAel. MeHs, uc-
TUHHOTO, IIPUPOAHOTO NATPUIIMS, AUIITUAN BO3MOKHOCTH 3aHATh BEICOKYIO TOCYAQPCTBEH-
HYIO AOAJKHOCTb... TaK TAe J)Ke CAaBHBIE TPAAUIINY Halllel BeAUKOM pecnyoauku ¢! ITaTpurium
BCerpa CAY’KHUAU CBOEMY HapOAY BEpOM U IIpaBAOH... M 1o KakoMy TpaBy MeHsI — KOpeHHO-
IO PUMASHMHA — ILIEABMYeT KaKON-TO IPOBUHIIMAA?! BEICKOYKa, 4eAOBeK Oe3 POAY U IIAe-
MeHM, HEM3BeCTHO OTKYyAQ SIBUBIINMCS K HaM ¢! Pa3Be 3TO ClipaBeAAMBO?

3an ryaea. Liuiepon epBa MOT yCHAETh Ha MeCTe — TOBOPUBIINM He Ha3BaA ero UMeHH,
HO Ka’KABIM 3HaA, B 4el Oropop AeTaT KaMHU. OAHAKO, IepeKphIBasg OOLIUM 1IyM, B KYPUHA
pasaancsa peskuii roroc Karona:

— O cnpaBepamBocTH ToToM! Paccka>km Ham Ayutiie o AernoHax Maaans u GraMuHUS. ..

Oparop cmyTuAca. Katona noppepskaau [Tn3on u Aenup;:

— BepHo-BepHO! MBI 0XOTHO IocAyIIaeM... M monoppo6HeH. ..

— A YTO BaM 3TH AeTHOHBI ¢ — KaTuAWHa cOOpancs C AyXOM. — 3aCAy>KeHHBIM, ITOKaAe-
YeHHBIM B 005IX BeTepaHaM HAaAOEAO JKUTh BIIPOTOAOAB, €ABa CBOAS KOHIIBI C KOHITaMu. OHU
XOTST AyUIlIed AOAM, pa3Be MOJKHO UX 3@ 3TO CyAUTh? OHU 4YTO — COBCEM HEAOCTOMHEI eé?

— M motomy THI XO4ellb BeCTU UX Ha PumM?¢ — He Bbipep>kaa LluriepoH.

— BoBce HeT... — 3ayIpAMUACI CMYTBSIH.

— Toraa AAs 4ero ThI 3TO 3aTesiA? — MOoAAepPKan KoHcyAa KaTow.

— A 9TOOBI BBl BCe HaKOHeI] Y3HAAU — CKOABKO B HallleM I'OCYAQpPCTBE AIOAEH, HeAO-
BOABHBIX BalllUMM 3aKoHaMu. MIxX TbMa!

— OH nopcTpeKaTeAb! — paspancs 4el-TO UCITyTaHHBIN BEIKPUK.

CeHaTOpHI BO3MYIIIEHHO 3aTOMOHUAU. TPYAHO CKa3aTh, Ha YTO PaCCYUTBHIBAA OPaToOp U
OBIA AW Y HETO KaKOM-TO OIIPEAEAEHHEIN ITAaH. CKOpee BCero, OH pUCKHYA UATH HAIIPOAOM,
1 HQ4aAO eTO BBICTYIIAEHUSI BHECAO B PSIABI COOPABIINXCS 3aMeTHBIM PacKoA, 3aTO Tellephb
BCe ObIAU eAUHBI — KaTmAnHa IpeACTaBASIA IBHYIO yrpo3y. Ho B 6eCclIopgpAOYHOM I'BaATe U
KpUKe y’Ke HUYero Heab3d OBIAO pa3o0paTek. K ropopusmemMy nopckounau [Tu3oH u Aenmp,
CAEAOM Ha IOAMOTY PUHYAACH ellé TPOUKa AOOPOBOABLEB, 1 KaTUAUHY CTaAM IPyOO BBITAA-
KUBaTh BOH.

— TloroapuTe, & BaM 3TO IPUNOMHIO! — BONMA OYHTOBIIUK. — BBl TOHUTe naTpuiimsa!
YecTb u craBy Pumal — oH morposua KyaakoM Llumepony: — TIpOKASATBHIN BbICKOUKa!
BoaTtyn! AepeBenmniuHal ApnuHcKoe AepbMol..

Bechk 3an BO3MYIIEHHO I'yaen, U TOABKO Kpacc, AeHTyA u lleTer XxpaHUAU MOAYaHUE.
Borau OBIA YAOBAETBOPEH TeM, YTO MM €ro HU Pady He IIPO3BY4anrO 3A€Ch, & APY3bs-3a-
TOBOPIIMKY, MCIYTaBIIMCL OOIIero BO3MYIIeHHS, OAaropa3yMHO He OTKPBIBAaAU PTOB.
l'ocypapCTBEHHBIE MYJKHU €lIl€ IToAYaca 'PeEMEAN M HETOAOBAAM, HO IIOCTEIIEHHO IIYM CTaA
3aTUXaTh.

— OH BOBCe He NIOACTPEKaTeAb, — Pa3paAcs 3ByUHBIN roaroc Lluriepona. — OH HacTo-
AIIWYU Bpar oredecTBa! 3A00HBIU U KOBAPHBIM... — B 3aA€ IIPO3BYYaAU CAOBA MOAAEPIKKH.
I'haBa ceHaTa BCTaa U AAA 3HaK Llunepony, 4TOOBI OH 3aHSIA MECTO HaBepXy. — YIIpeKaTb
MeHS B TOM, 4YTO 51 He pUMASIHUH!.. — CepAUTO BOCKAMKHYA TOT, IOAHUMAsACh Ha TPUOYHY.

— A TBI Ay4Ille CKaXXW HaM — KTO TBOM OTeI] X OTKYAd POAOM? — Pa3paAcsd 3a ero CIu-
HOU ABYCMBICA€HHBIU BOIIPOC.
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LluiiepoH IOBEPHYACS AUIIOM K 3aAy M HAIIIEA TA@3aMU TOTO, KTO ero 3apan. Kak Bceraa,
3TO0 OBIA Be3pecyinuit Henot. Okpyskaroijue 3aMepAr. OHU OTAUYHO 3HAAU €AKOe, OOKUTra-
I0lllee OCTPOyMUe 3HaMEeHUTOI'0 opaTopa. AMII0 eT0 3aMeTHO IIOCYPOBEAO, B TAa3ax 3adae-
CTEeAU KOAIOUME, 3AbIe OTOHBKU:

— SI-To 3Halo, KTO MOY OTell... — U BecoMasi, 3HaUUTeAbHas [lay3a IIOAKPEIINAa €T0 CAO-
Ba. — A BOT 3Haellb AU ThI CBOETO OAAropapsl COOCTBEHHOM MaTe... — IIOCAEAHEero CAora
He PacCABIIIaA HUKTO — OH IIOTOHYA B 'POMOBOM X0XoTe. CMesaAuch Bce, pake Kpacc n
Aentya c Lleterom. He cMmesiacs ToabKO HemloT — ero MaThb CA@BHAACh HEYAEPIKUMBIM Pac-
IIYTCTBOM, 3TO OBIAO M3BECTHO A@’Ke ITIOCAEAHEMY TOPOACKOMY IIOIIpOIIatiKe.

OO01u1ee Beceabe Pa3psgAUAO OOCTAHOBKY B 3aAe, U LIUIepOH MOYyBCTBOBAA, UTO IIPUCYT-
CTBYIOIIEe HEKCTATU Pa3MATIUAUCE.

— S Tpebyio BBECTH B TOPOAE UYpe3BhIUaiHOe ITIOAOKeHNe! — BO3TAaCUA KOHCYA.

CMelmKu cpaldy yTUXAU. Bce mOHMMaAM, 9YTO CTOUT 3a 3TUMU CAOBAMHU. A 3TO 3HAYUAO,
YTO BCSI BAACTh IIePEeXOAUAA K OAHOMY YUeAOBEKY — KOHCYAY, U30pPaHHOMY OOABIINM YHCAOM
TOAOCOB. M3 ABorx uM OBIA LlutiepoH.

— W 5T0 HY’)KHO CAeAaTh He3aMEeAAUTEABHO! — pa3opBais TPEBOKHYIO TUIINHY PE3KUH,
rAyXOBaTbIU roroc KaToHa.

Ero TyT ke noppeprkaru [TuzoH, Aenup u AykyAa. [AaBa ceHaTa AyTaliuil COTAQCHO KH-
BaA IIAENIMBOM 'OAOBOM, @ KoAAera Llunepona AHTOHUM cpa3y IPEAAOSKHUA CHATE C HETO BCe
KOHCYABCKHE O0OS13aHHOCTH.

3a BCIO UCTOPUIO PrMa Takoe CAy4aAOCh KpaliHe PeAKO, TOABKO B MOMEHTHI MCKAIOUH-
TEeABHOU OIIACHOCTH, I'PO34Iel IOCyAQpPCTBY HEIIOIPaBUMBIMHM OepaMu. Aa’ke BO BpeMd
BOCCTaHMs pabOB, IPEABOAUTEALCTBYEMBIX CIlapTakKoM, KOHCYAOB OBIAO ABOE€ U OAHUM M3
Hux okasdaacd [Tyoautt Kopueantt Aentya Cypa ([loadiika).
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[TpuHuMasg y cebsa 3aroBopinukoB, Mapk [Topiuit Aeka IIpeAylIpeAUA BX, 4TO 3TO B
IIocAepAHUM pa3. M HUKTO ITouyeMy-TO eMy He BO3pasuA, BKAIodas U camoro Kartuamny. A
AEHTYA, CEPAUTO TAIASA Ha TAaBaps, C YKOPU3HOM BEITOBapUBaA TOMY:

— Hy, u peub TeI ceropusa 3akatua?! bpep Kakoii-To... Kakue pBa Teaa?! I'lpu yem TyT
ronroBa? TwI UX BcexX 0003AMA, TOABKO U Bcero. Aake Kpacca...

BBICOKOPOAHBIN TIaTPUIINM, B TAYOMHE AYIIN YYBCTBYS, UYTO HAIlOPOA TOPIYKY U BCE
OKOHYATEeABHO UCIIOPTHUA, TEM He MeHee, IIBITAACS OIIPaBAATHCH:

— A B 4éM g ObIA He IIpaB? Pa3Be 3TU cTapble OCABI He YHU3UAU BceX Hac? He no ux Au
BHHE MBI OCTaANCh Oe3 CPEeACTB K CYIIeCTBOBAHUIO ¢

— OHU BUHOBATH], — COTAACHUACH /A€HTYA, — HO y HUX CHUAQ U BAACTh, @ y Hac?

— Celf4ac OHU BBEAYT B TOPOA BOMCKA U BCEX HAC IIEPEBAKYT... — YHBIAO IIPEAIIOAOIKHUA
Lerer.

— Mananlt cobpan y>ke OOABIIIE IIITU ThICIY COAAAT... — KaTuAMHA BCE ellé He CAaBaA-
co.

— Ho noka oH IpUAET ciopa — OT HaC OCTaHeTCd MOKpoe MeCcTo! — MPadyHO HOABITOKHMA
AEHTYA.

Ho KatuanHa 1 He pAyMan OTCTYIaTh!

— Hapo aeticTBoBaTh! — raaBapbh BCKOYUA U PE3KO 3aXOAUA IO aTpuio. OCTaHOBUACSI
Hanpotus 'ag Kopaeaunsa: — UTo TEI IpepAaras HEAABHO?

— f?.. — KopHeAni nonusua roroc. — Ipuiitu K Lurepony u...

— Yourts ero!.. — uétko npousHéc KatuauHa. — [Toka 3TH 3aKOHHUKHU OIATH COOEpPYT
CEeHAT U BEIOEPYT APYTOTO — MBI BEIUTPAeM BPEMH...

— Tlokanyii, 9TO BBIXOA... — HEXOTS COTrAAcHUACH NAeHTyA. LleTer BeIpasuacs Ooaee
OTIPEAENEHHO:

— YOpaTb ero HapO HEMEAAST, HO 9TOT'O MaAo!

— AuTO emié?

— YCTpOUTH C AeCATOK ITOAJKOTOB B Pa3HBIX KOHITaxX Puma...

— lNopskorm — 3TO HENIAOXO... — coraacuacsa Katuanza. — HauHETcd Toauesa U IaHUKa,
U ITOA IIIYMOK MO>KHO OYA€eT yOpaTh elllé Koe-Koro... Ho nepBuift — Luiiepon!

15

— INaTpon, npocHutechk! — Tepedbun Lluiiepona 3a naeyo TupoH. KOHCYA OTKPBIA TAa3a.
Y ero u3roaoBbs CTOSIA C A@MITaAOI0 ceKpeTaph: — [Ipuinéa Kpacc u ¢ HuM Aropu. OH npu-
HEC KaKue-TO IIHChMa.

Koncya Hacex opeAcs U IIarHyA K ABEPU.

Kpacc, Mapiiear u CIIUIIMOH CTOSIAM B IIeHTpPe 3aAa. M ObIAU ITOXO>KM Ha AIOAEU, KOTO-
PBIX BBEITHAAO U3 AOMY qTOo-TO Kpalee oIracHoe.
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— IlpocTu Hac 3a HeXXKpaHHOE BTOp KeHUe, — 0e3 OOMHSIKOB HauaA O0oray, — HO MBI
nHade He Morau! — Kpacc OpoTSHYA XO35IMHY HeOOABIION CBUTOK. LlullepoH B3siA ero u
KUBHYA CEKpeTapio:

— A HY-Ka, IOCBETH.

TupoH NopHEC MAcAIHYIO AaMmily. KOHCYA pasBepHyA IepraMeHT. KOpsBBIMY, IIPbITa-
IOIIMMHU OyKBaMHU TaM OBIAO HauepTaHo caepyioliee: «OT pooOposkeraTeasd Kpaccy mpuBer.
Aoporoi AMIIMHUN — MOU Tebe cOBeT — yOupancs u3 ropopa nockopee. He ceropHsa 3as-
Tpa B PuMe HauHyTCs OoKaphl ¥ pe3Hs. byab 3p0poB!» [TpounTtas aTy nucanuny, Ljuiepon
BOIIPOCUTEABHO B3TASIHYA Ha rocTell. Mapiiean u CIUNNOH NIPOTSHYAU €My 110 CBUTKY KayK-
ABIH:

— 3A€ecCh TO JKe caMoe...

Hes3BaHble TOCTH OTKAQHSAUCH U yIIAU. KOorpa 3aTUX CTyK IIaroB U IIYM BO ABODE,
Huiiepon cupocua 6para:

— M gTo TBI 060 BCEM 3TOM CKa’KeIllhb?

KBUHT B31A BCe Tpu CBUTKA. Pa3BepHYA OAVH, ADYTOU, TPETHIM.

— OHu HanucaHbl, KakK IO\ AUKTOBKY. U, cKopee Bcero, OoAHOU PyKOU.

— Yk He Kpacc An ux nmucan? — yabsloHyAcs Llunepos.

16

YTpoM, KorAa LluilepoH y>Ke TOTOBUACS OTIIPABUTHCS B CEHAT, B €er0 KOMHATY 3arAsHyAd
>KeHa:

— Mapk, TyT npuiira aTa pAesutia. OyabBus.

LlunepoH BhImeA B aTpuil. OyAbBUS Ha ero IPSIMOM BOIIPOC OTBeTHAA 6e3 3allnHKU!

— OHHU XOTAT IPUNUTHU CIOAQ YTPOM U HANlaCTh.

— Kro? KaTtuauna u AeHTyA?

— Het, KopHeauti c Bapryureem.

He ycniea KOHCYA 3apAaTh OUY€PEAHOM BOIIPOC, KaK B aTPUM OIBUACSA KaaBAUH.

— Sl npuBeTCTBYIO BCex! — OH ypaapuA cebs IO IMIUPOKON IpyAu. — Mou AIOAU TOTOBBI
U JKAYT.

HuiiepoH, TOAUMHSSICh HACTOSTHUSIM JKeHBI 1 OpaTa, 0OAQUUACS B METaAAMUYECKUU AOCTIEX
1, HAKUHYB CBEPXY KOHCYABCKYIO TOTY, BBIIIEA U3 AOMY. 3@ BOPOTaMU €ro OJKUAAAU ABe-
HAAIIaTh AUKTOPOB U OOABIIIAs KOMaHAA AOOPOBOABLIEB, IPEABOAUTEABCTBYeMast KaaBaueM.
YAUITBL y7Ke 3aIIOAHUAVCH HAPOAOM U, BUAS KOHCYAQ, OKPY’KEHHOTO T'YCTOIO CBUTON OXpaH-
HMKOB, AIOAU B3BOAHOBAHHO II€PeroBapMUBaAUCh. LUIlepoH MoAYa 1IaraA B IleHTpe I'yCTOM!
TOAIIBI, BEICOKO IIOAHSB TOAOBY. Ero cocpepOTOUeHHBIN BUA MarHeTUYeCKU AeHMCTBOBAA Ha
OKpy>karomux. I cTpa>ka KOHCyAa BeIpacTanrd Ha XOAY. 3a BpeMd YT OT DCKBUAWHCKOI'O
xXoAMa A0 KanmuToAns oHa yBEAUUMAACH B AECSITKU Pa3. A KOTAA BCS TOAIIA IPUOAU3UAACE K
3AQHUIO CeHaTa, TO MAOIIAAb IIepep HUM He CMOTI'AQ BMECTUTD BCeX JKeAQIOIINX.

OcTaBuB CTpaxy y BXoAQ, LlunepoH BoméAa B 3aa. 'yaAkas TUIIMHA B KYPUU IIOPa3uAa
ero. YBUAEB 3aCTHIBIIUX B OllelIeHEHUM I'OCyAapCTBEHHBIX My’KeM, KOHCYA 3aMep Ha Io-
pore. I'lepBeiM ouHyAca KaToH. OH OBICTPO BCTaA, U Bce cobpaBllMecs, BKAoUas Kpacca,
AeHTyaa u LleTera, MoAYa MOAHSAAMCH C MPAMOPHBIX CKaMel. LIuiiepoH npoIéa K ceoemMy
MeCTy PSIAOM C FA@BOIO ceHaTa. OH yCIIeA 3aMeTUTh, U4TO B 3are HaxopuTcd Llesape. Ha ro-
AOBY BO3BBIIIAACH HaA OKPY KAIOMIUMU, TOT IOKOPHO U MOYTUTEABHO IIPUBETCTBOBAA TAQ-
By FOCYA@PCTBQ, KaK ¥ OCTaAbHBIE. YCEBUIUCE B KPecAo, Lluiiepor KUBHyA AyTanuio, U TOT
OTKpPBIA 3acepaHue. CeHaTOPbl HEAOBKO PACCEAMCH II0 MecTaM, U CAePKaHHBIN IIeNOTOK
IIOTIOA3 IIO 3aAY.

— BBl yAUBA€HBI MOEMY HapsSIAY? — CIIPOCHA KOHCYA.

— EcTb HEMHOTO, — OTBa’kKMACS IIOAQTh F'OAOC Be3pecylnuii Henor.

— Ceifyac BB HONMMETe — moueMy, — LIUIlepoH M3BAEK U3 CKAQAOK TOTY TPU HEOOAB-
IIIUX CBUTKQ, IIepeAaA UX TAaBe ceHaTa ¥ onpocua: — [lycTu 3To, To>KaAyHucTa, IO PSIAAM.

Ha aure 6oraress Kpacca u cupsaiimnx papoM ¢ HuM Mapiueara u COuUnuoHa IosSIBUAOCH
3aMeIlaTeAbCTBO.

LluiiepoH cIpoCcuA y 3ana:

— Tak 4To >Ke HaM CAeAyeT IPEAIPUHATE? ..

17

Bocemb paboB, TOMECTUB PYUYKM HOCHUAOK cebe Ha IAeuU, OOAPON MHOXOABIO HECAU OT
3MQHUS KYPUU CBOETrO IOCIIOAMHA, OAAro nepselil Oorad PuMa ObIA He cAMIIKOM TskeA. Ho
TASAAA CBerY Ha CBOEro AOATOBSA30TI'O CHYTHI/IKa, Kpacc BCE-TaKU UCIILITHLIBAA HEeKOTOopoe
Heyp00cTBO. OpHAKO He TOTOMY, 4TO Lle3aps 111éA, a OH exaa. Pa3aroBop, KOTOPBIN OHU BEAU
Me>KAy COOOM, KpalHe CMYIIIaa CepOKa. Lle3apk HUKaK He MOT IIOHATh, 3a4eM TOMY [OHAaAO-
OUAOCHE IPUHOCUTH LIUIiepony 3TH 3A0CYaCTHEBIE IIUCHMA.
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— Ho s 5)xe BOBCe He AyMan, 4TO OH IIPUTAIIUT UX B CeHAT... Buepa BeuepoM KO MHe IIpU-
Oe>xanu CounuoH ¢ MapiearoM, IOKAa3aAud 3TH 3alUCKU... — Kpacc u30 BCeX CUA IBITAACS
IPUYMEHBIIUTb CBOIO POAB U BEICTaBUTD C€051 JKEePTBOIO OOCTOATEABCTB. — A TyT U MHe IIOA-
CYHYAU IIOA ABEPB 3Ty IUCAHUHY... MBI IOAXBATUAUCH U IIOCHEIIUAN. .

Llesapb NponeAUA € yCMEIIKOM:

— OTOT KpacHoOau Bcex Hac 0OBEA BOKPYT IaAblla... KaTuAanHa cobupaeTcd 6e>kaTh 13
ropoaa...

— A Aenrtya c Lleterom?

— 3aTauAucCh.

Lle3apro UCKpeHHE XOTEAOCH MAIOHYTh U YUTH, HO OH 3HaA ¥ IIOMHUA, YTO B PyKax 3TOTO
HeB3PauyHOI'o YeAOBeKa OOABIIIEe AeHeT, YeM B TOCyAAPCTBEHHOM Ka3He, TPU YeTBEPTU ceHaTa
XOAAT Y HETO B AOAJKHHUKAX M IOAOBMHA CaMbIX POCKOIITHBIX BUAA TOPOAA IPUHAAAEIKUT EMY.
U TOABKO ABYX AIOAEM — OAMCTATEABHOTO IMOAKOBOAIIA IToMIles M HBIHEITHEro raaBy rocy-
papcTBa LluiepoHa — oH mo-HacTosleMy 6outcs. A Lle3apb Hy’KeH eMy IOCTOABKY-IIO-
CKOABKY...

— I'louemy oH He TporaeT MeTeara 1 Mapijusi? — CAOBHO IIOACAYIIIAB €TI0 MBICAH, CIIPO-
cun Kpacc.

— T'oBOPAT, UTO OH OBIA Y HUX, — OTBeTHA Lle3apsb.

— BepHATH XKAYT HEe AOKAYTCA TpUYyMDaA...

«1 TBI He AOKAAACSY, — ITOAYMaA Lle3aps, HO BCAYX HAIIOMHUA:

— ToI Bepb TOKe UX HABECTHA. ..

— BrIA, — HEXOTs corAacuAcsa 6orad.

— Bce roBopsT 0 TOM, UTO OH XOUEeT UX MCIIOAB30BATh.

— Te1 AyMaeninb?

— Bepogrree Bcero. A BAPYT B PuMe 1 BIpaBAYy HaUHETCS Pe3HS U ITo>Kaphl ¢ YTo TorAa ?

Kpacc onars cMeHnA 1mo3y. OH 0e3yCAOBHO AOTAABIBAACS, 4ero AOOUBAETCSA OT HEro
AOATOBSI3BIY IIOMMYTYMK — €My XOUeTCsI 3HATh IIPaBAY U OAYUUTH TBEPABIE TapaHTUH, YeTo
TOACTOCYM He MOT AQTh M IIPEKAE BCETO IIOTOMY, YTO 3TO OBIAO IIPOTUBHO ero Harype. Bea
€T0 >KU3Hb CTPOMAACH HAa UHTPUTAX, UTPe, THOCKA3aHUAX ¥ HEAOMOABKAX. BeTymas ¢ keM-To
B BBIHY KAEHHBIN COI03, OH HUKOTAQ He BHICKA3bIBAACI AO KOHIIQ, He pacKphIBaA CEKPETOB
1 He YIIOMHWHAA O TAQBHOMU IIeAH, KaK OYATO e€ U He OBIAO BOBce. Ho A0OMBaAACS AHIIB OA-
HOIro — COOCTBEHHOrO yclexa. Kcratu, 3ToMy BecbMa CIIOCOOCTBOBaAa €ro IpOCTOBAaTasd,
HeKas3MCTasl BHEIIHOCTh, 1 Kpacc yMeAo TOAB30BaACS TEM, UTO OKPY KaloIye 4acTO HeA0O-
IleHUBaAu ero, pake Llutiepon. A BoT Lle3aphb SCHO BUAEA, C KEM UMEET AEAO.

— B PumMe BCE, KOHEUHO, MOKET CAYUHUTCHA... — FAYOOKOMBICA€HHO U3PEK Oorad, IAs-
A9 B HAlpaBA€HMU CBOEM POCKOIIHOU BUAABI, PACIOAOKEHHOM Ha IOJKHOW CTOpPOHEe
INTaraTrHCKOrO XOAMA.

Korpaa-To 3pech TPOKUBAAU caMble M3BECTHBIE MTaTPUIIMAaHCKIe (DaMUAUMU — BCS TOP-
AOCTb M CA@aBa PUMCKOM pecnyoauku — KaabmypuHun, Mamepiinu, CepBuauu, Mapiuu...
TyT Haxopuaca u 0coOHSK Llesapsa. OpHaKo OOABIIIAA YaCTh BUAA YoKe IIPUHAAAEKAAA Pa3-
OorareBuieMy naeder0 — Mapky AunnHuio Kpaccy, Ha)KUBIIEMY CBOM ITePBOHAYaAbHBIN
KamnuTaa OAaropapsl TeCHOM OAM30CTH K BAACTH U IIOAHOMY OTCYTCTBHUIO BCIUECKOMN Opesr-
AMBOCTHU U II€TI€TUABHOCTH. ..
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OuepepHOe 3acepaHUe CeHATa, 110 HAaCTOSHUIO LlunepoHa, COCTOSIAOCH He B 3AaHUU KY-
puy, a xpame IOnurepa OCTaHOBUTEAS. AIOAU CTOSIAU CIIAOLIHOM CIIMHOM, CTPYAMBIINUCH
TeCHOM, MOAYAaAUBOM IrpoMapol. Beck ceHaT OBIA B cOOpe. SIBUAUCE AasKe BeCchbMa ITOKUABILE,
TPUJKABI 3aCAY KEeHHBIEe NIAaTPUIIMK, KOTOPBIe AQBHO He IIOCEIaAr 3aCeAaHUUN [0 IIpUYUHEe
04YeBUAHOM HEMOIIU. BOABIITMHCTBO CEHATOPOB CTOSIAO, M AMIIIL CTAPUKAM IPUHECAU CTYABS.

Kpacc cTosga B okpyskennu KaaBpus Mapieana, Meteara Criunuosa u Aptponud [leta.
Tomag durypa Llesaps Ha roOAOBY BO3BBIIIAAACHh HAA IPUCYTCTBYIOIIMMU. [IpoMoTaBmIMiica
apUCTOKpPAT CBBICOKA ITOTASIABIBAA HA CBOMX KOAAET, U €T0 CYX0€, OCTPOHOCOE AUIIO C TOHKU-
MU IryOaMu Tporasa AErkas ycMelIKa.

Ho rae ke Llunepon? AeHTyA B OECIIOKOMCTBE 3aBepTEA TOAOBOU U OTBICKAA B3TAf-
AOM cyTyAyIo purypy Ayranusa Katyara — raasel ceHaTa. OAHAKO PSIAOM C HUM CTOSA [ant
AHTOHUMN, a 9yTh B CTOPOHe OAeCTeAa ABICHHA CypoBoro KaTona.

— Yro 3a yuepToBUIMHA! — HErpOMKO BeIpyTrancd Lleter. — 3aueM OHU 3peCh?

BApPYT cpeau Bcex NPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX IPOHECAOCH BHE3AITHOE, BCTPEBOKEHHOE ABUJKe-
HIe, CAOBHO B XpaM BKATUACI OOAOMOK CKaAbl MAW BOPBAACS OYPHBINM PeYHOM IMOTOK, CMe-
TAIOLINM BCE HA CBOEM ITyTHU. AeHTYA u LleTer >xpanu nnosgBaeHusa LuiiepoHa, a mop CBOAAME
XpaMa Inokazaancsa KatuauHa.

[MpsamMoi, KpenKkui, cTapaTeAbHO BEIOPUTHIH, IIIETOAEBATO OAETHIH, C I'YCTBIMU, TPOHYTHI-
MU OAATOPOAHOM CEAMHOM BOAOCAMHU, OH BBITASIAEA, KaK akTep Ha cijeHe. U OTIbI-CeHaTOPhI
0Ee3MOABHO YCTAaBUAUCH HA HETO, KakK OYATO OJKUAAS YCABIIIATh XAECTKUMN, 3a’KUTaTeAbHBIN
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MOHOAOT. Ho pAep3Kuii OYHTOBIIMK MOAYAA, UCIIOAAOOBS OTASIABIBAS COOPABIINXCH.

— W po Kakux ke niop, KaTuanHa, Thl 6YAEIIb 3A0YIIOTPEOASI T HAllIMM TeplieHueM? —
paspancd Mop CBOAAMU XpaMa 3BYUHBIM, MPOHUKHOBEHHEIN ronoc. COTHS CEHAaTOPOB OA-
HOBPEMEHHO B3APOTHYAA — HHUKTO He 3aMeTHA, KaK CPeAr HHUX OKa3aA0Ch I'AABHOE AMIIO
rocypapcTBa. — CKOABKO MOJKET IIPOAOAKATBHCS dTa OlacHas Urpa C YeAOBeKOM, IOoTe-
PABHIMM paccyAoK? — LluiepoH caenan 1Iar BIepep, BHIMAL U3 CEHATCKOTO OKPY KeHUS 1
OCTAHOBUBIIINCH MEXXAY CMYTBbSIHOM M OCTAAbHBIMU. KaTUAMHA CKAOHUA FOAOBY. — Byaer
AU KOTAQ-HUOYAB IPEAEA 9TOM pasHy3AAHHON 3aHOCUMBOCTU M HAaTAOCTU ¢! — ceHaToOphI He
CMEeAM TIOIIEeBEeAUThCSI — THeBHBIe, OOJKUTAIOINe CAOBa OpaTopa Naparu30BaAMl BCeX — U
BUHOBHUKQ, M CAylIaTeAel. ['OASdIIKa BTIHYA TOAOBY B IIA€UM U CIIPATAACH 3@ Yy’KHe CIIH-
HBI. A LuilepoH — HaAMOPUCTO U CTPACTHO IPOAOAKAA OUUeBaTh MITE)KHUKA: — [locMoTpu
Ha 3TU AUIQ, 3T raasal ViAu ThI He UyBCTBYeIlb, YTO 3aMbICABI TBOU PACKPHITHI, UYTO 3A€Ch
3HAIOT BCE O TBOEM 3aroBOpe M Teleph ThI CBA3aH 110 pyKaM U HoraM? — 3TO OBIA HEOXKH-
AAQHHBIN U CUABHBIN AOBOA, — KaTuanHa OpOCUA KOPOTKUM B3TASIA UCIIOAAOOBS U HATKHYACS
Ha FAYXYIO CTeHY OTUY>KA€HUS. Aa>ke Te, KTO 9BHO MAU TaHO CUMIIaTU3MPOBAAU €MY, CTO-
AW C TACMYPHBIMH, HEIIpUA3HEHHBIMU AullaMu. — YUTo 3a BpeMeHa? UTto 3a HpaBhI?! Beé
IIOHMMAaEeT CeHaT, BCE BUAUT KOHCYA, @ 9TOT YeAOBeK elllé KUBeT U 3pApaBcTByeT! OH pake
SIBASIETCS CIOAQ U CTAHOBUTCS YYaCTHUKOM OOIIeroCyAaPCTBEHHBIX COBETOB M ITPU 3TOM T'Aa-
3aMM CBOMMHU HaMeuaeT Ka’KAOTO M3 Hac B JKepTBY... — KaTUAMHA HEBOABHO B3APOTHYA, U
APOXKb €T0, CAOBHO 3X0, IIepeparach coOpaHuio. CeHaTOPhl TUXO IIEBEABHYAUCH. — A 4TO
ke MbI¢ — Llumepon TKHyA ce0d B I'pyAb. — UTO AeraeM MBI — OIlopa rocypapcrsa?!..

/AEHTYA OCTOPO’KHO BHITIHYA IIeto. O6a NPOTUBHUKA CTOSIAU B HECKOABKHUX IIaraxX Apyr
oT Apyra. Auno u Bca (purypa KaTUAMHBI CAOBHO OKaM€eHeAA IIOA I'PAAOM PE3KUX, JKECTKUX,
OOAMYUTEABHBIX THPaA. KoHCYA, BUAMMO, OBIA B yaape. Ourylilasd MOAYaAUBYIO ITOAAEPIK-
Ky OOABIIIEN YacTH BCeX coOpaBHInxcd, LIuIlepoH roBOPUA 3a’)KUTaTEABHO W BAOXHOBEH-
HO, B3bIBasl K UX MY’KECTBY M UyBCTBY AOATA. BCIOMHUB COOBITHSI PUMCKOM MCTOPUHU, KOT-
Aa TIOAOOHBIX CMYTBSIHOB YOUBaAU 6e3 Cypa M CAEACTBUS, OPaTOP IPU3BaA BCEX COXPAHATH
caMoo0AapQHUE U BBIAEPIKKY. AEHTYA YCIIEeA 3aMeTUTh, 4YTO Lle3apb HEAOYMEHHO MOAHSIA
OpoBY, a Kpacc mOKOCUACS Ha CBOUX OAMPKAUIIINX COCEAEH. ..

LluiiepoH, IpUrpo3uB OYHTOBIIUKY, UTO OH MOJKET B Cell JKe MOMEeHT apeCcTOBaTh U Ka3-
HUTB €T0, HEO’KUAQAHHO 3aBUA!

— OAHAKO 5 He TOPOIIAIOCH CAEAATh 3TO U TOMY eCThb IpU4YrHa. Thl OyAelllb Ka3HEeH TOr-
Ad, — OHU BCTPETUAUCH B3TASIAAMHU, U B rra3ax KaTHAWHBI MEABKHYA MUCHYT, — KOTAA He
OCTaHETCS TAKOT'O HETOAAS, TAKOT'O IIPOXOAUMILE, TAKOTO KAITBOIIPECTYIIHMKAE, KOTOPHIA HE
IIpU3HAA ObI MOM MOCTYIIOK CIIPABEAAUBBLIM 1 3aKOHHBIM.

/AEHTYA yCABIIIaA, Kak CTOSAIIUN psAOM LleTer cyAOpPOIKHO CTAOTHYA CAIOHY, @ IO PSAAM
CEeHATOPOB IIPOHECAUCH TPEBOTA, HEAOYMeHUe U OecloKOUCTBO. U ToabKO Lle3aps omacan-
BO CY3UA 3pauKU — OH TYT JKe IIOHSIA, KyAQ@ KAOHUT OpaTop. OTUM HEOKUAQHHBIM BBITIAAOM
LluiiepoH BEIOMBAA IIOUBY U3-IIOA HOT He TOABKO Y CTOPOHHUKOB OYHTOBIIIMKA, HO M y BCEX
KOAEOAIOIIUXCSI U COMHEBAOIINXCA.

A panbIlie pedb IIOIIAA O TOCOOHUKAX MATeXKa, 0 AeMCTBUSIX MaHAUS, COOpaBIIETro ThICS-
YU BEeTePaHOB, 0 CXOAKaxX B pAoMe [Top1iusa AeKy, o TOTOBSAIIeNC I pe3He U ToKapax...

OOcTaHOBKa B XpaMe HakKaAgaach. KapTWHBI OyAyIIUX OeCHOpsAKOB, KOTOPHBIE Kpa-
COYHO PHUCOBAA BBICTYIIABIINM, 3aTPOHYAU Ka*KAOTO. Y MHOTHUX elllé OBIAM CBE)KU B IIAMATHU
OeCcumHCTBa, TBOPUMBIe CTOPOHHUKAMU CYAABI, KOTAQ B TOPOAE MOABIXaA OTOHBb U AUAACh
PYYBbSIMU KPOBb.

/AEeHTyA BOPOBATO OTASHYACS II0 CTOPOHAM, UIa AFOOOM BO3MOJKHOCTUA YAU3HYTh, U Ha-
TOAKHYACS Ha IlepelyTaHHBIN B3TAGA LleTera. I'py0oe, >KEcTKoe AWIIO COOOITHUKA OBIAO
HUCKa)keHo cTpaxoM. OHU 00a, He CrOBapUBascCh, OTCTYIIMAY, U TyT IPO3Bydara OuepeAHas
Tupaaa Lunepona:

— V¥ Aeku BB nopeAuAn MITaanio Ha 9aCTH, YCTaHOBUAY, KTO KyAa HaMepeH OTIIPaBAITh-
cs. ThI pemmA oCTaBUTB TOPOA, HO TeOd 3apeprkKara OAHA MaAOCTh... — OpPaTOP CAEAaA KO-
pPOTKYy1O Iay3y. — YTo s emte >kuB. 1 Toraa ABoe TBOUX MOAPYYHBIX BEI3BAAUCH YOUTH MEHSI.
Ho, KaKk BUAUIIL — 4 5KUB! — pa3oOAaUEHHBIN MATEKHUK OPOCHUA Ha KOHCYAA KOPOTKUH,
3aTPaBAEHHBIN B3TASA. A TOT IPE3PUTEABHO YABIOHYACS: — Tak B 4yeM ke Aeno, KaTuanHa?
[Tpoporskalt HayaToe — BOPOTA OTKPHITHL, cTymai! B Aarepe MaHAus 3a’KAQAUCH CBOETO
npepBopuTeAd. M yBear 3a cOO0M BCeX CBOUX COOOITHUKOB, OUMCTU TOPOA/! ..

B xpame pa3paruch BO3TAACH HOAAEPFKKU U OAOOPEHHUS ...
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— Tax TbI He apecToBaA ero? He 3aKAIOUMA B TIOPBMY ¢

— Hert. A Kk yemy? — LluIlepoH HeCIIEINIHO MPOIIEACS IO aTPUIO0, KaK OBl IPUTAYIIIAs
U racgd NOCA€AHHeE BCIBIIIKY TOTO HaKaad, KOTOPBIM HEAQBHO OyIlleBaA B XxpaMe. — OTOro
HEropdsl MOAAEP’KMBAEeT 4acTh ceHaTa. Ha ero cropone Kpacc, Llesaps, Aentya, Llerer,
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ABTpPOHMU U €Ill€ He 3HAaI0 KTO. S y’>K He TOBOpIO 0 MaHAuU 1 ero BeTepaHax. O ropoACKOM
naebce, — KOHCYA IIOBEPHYACS U IIOLIEA HAaBCTpeuy OpaTy. — OHU JKAYT AI0OOOTO HEBEPHO-
To I1ara.

— Tak gero >ke TbI X04elllb? — B roroce KBUHTa MPOMEABKHYA YIIPEK.

— IlycTb BCé cTaHeT ABHBIM M OTKPBITBIM. ECAM 3TOT HETrOAAM XOYeT IIPSIMOI'O CTOAKHO-
BeHUSI — OH ero IMOAyYHuT. BoiiHa, Tak BoiiHa! Ho mycTh aTO OyAeT BHe cTeH PuMa, He oA
TIOKPOBOM HOYH.

— TBI BBIHYAUA €T0 IOKUHYTH TOPOA?

— JAa, — KOHCYA IlepeBéa AbIxaHue. — [1pu moAHOM OAOOPEHNU ceHaTa.

— A kak ke Kpacc u Lezapn?

— Xouenlb — He X0YeIllb, HO UM IIPUIIAOCH COTAACUTHCS.

B TpukAMHMM BHOBB BOIIIAA XO35MKa:

— Mapk, K TeOe OIsAThL SBUAACH 3Ta ACBUIIA.

— IlycTb BOMAET.

DyAbBUS, KpacHesT U 3aTTMHASICh, TOBeAAaAd TPUCYTCTBYIOIINUM, YTO B AOMe €& AFOOOBHU-
Ka YKpBIAUCE AeHTyA ¢ LleTerom.

— Onu coOUPArOTCS YTO-TO IPEATPUHATE ¢

— YcTpouTh ITOKapHhI.
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OTpypus 0ypanaa. belBaable BeTepaHbl, IPUOEBIBIINE CIOAA C CeBepa U BocToka Mrtaauy,
3aIIOAHUAY KPOXOTHBIN ropopnIiKo De3yay. 3aech y uxX npepBopuTenss Maaans oOpa3oBa-
AQcCh WITA0-KBAPTUPA U COOPHBIN ITYHKT. KOpeHHBIE JKUTEAU — 3TPYCKU — IOYTU HE CKPBI-
BaAU HEHABUCTU K HAXABIHYBIIUM B UX AOMAa U YAUIILI OeCllepeMOHHBIM, IPYOBIM 3aXBaT-
ypkaM. C pbIHKa UCYE3AHW BCE IPOAYKTHI, U3 KAQAOBBIX YAETYUHUANCH CHECTHBIE ITPUTIACH],
TIOASI, OAMBKOBBI€E POIIIM, CAaAbl M OTOPOABI CTOSIAM FOABLe U ITycThIe. LIIyM, rBaAT, mepebpaHKa
COTPSICAAU BO3AYX MAaA€HBKOTO TOPOAKQ, OBIBIIIETO AOTOAE TUXUM M HEBO3MYTHUMBIM.

I'haBa MeCTHOM OOIIIUHEI, ITO IPOCEOE 3€MASIKOB, IIBITAACS JKAAOBATHCSA TAABAPIO CMYThS-
HOB, HO TOT BHauaAe TEPIEAUBO BBICAYIIHBAA €r0, @ IIOTOM CTaA OPAaHUTBLCS U XBATATbCS
3a Med. MHOTHe U3 MeCTHBIX JKUTeAel KOTAQ-TO Y4aCTBOBAAU B @HTUPUMCKOM BOCCTaHUY,
KOTOpPO€e Ha3bIBaAOCh COI03HUYECKOU BOMHOM, U OXOTHO MOBTOPUAU ObI CBOU IIOABUTH, HO
BOSIK OBIAO CAUIIIKOM MHOTO. YAUIIBI CIIAOIIE ITIECTPEAN TIOXOAHBIMU ITaAQTKaMH, BBIITBETIIN-
MH, 3aAQTAaHHBIMU.

BBIBIINY IeHTYPHUOH MaHAUN, KOMAHAOBABIIUN KOTAQ-TO COTHEU AeTHOHEPOB U Tellephb
UMeBIINY IIOA HaYaAOM MHOTHE TBICSYM, YaCTEHBKO XBAaTaACs 3a FOAOBY. Bectu u3 Puma
IIPUXOAUAU CaMble ITyTaHble M PAa3HOPEUYUBLIE, U €My HY’KHO OBIAO TO YCMUPSTH, TO IIOA-
0aApUBAaTH CBOEBOABHYIO, HCTOMUBIIYIOCS OT OECIIAOAHOTO O’KMAQHHMA opaBy. Cpeapu Be-
TEePaHOB COOPAAUCH HE TOABKO UTAAWKM, HO U OBIBIINE COAAAQTHI F'ePMaHCKUX M FAAABCKUX
AeTUOHOB. [ToKa OHM KaK-TO AQAUAYM MEeJKAY COOOM, KaK BCIKHe TOAOBOPE3bI U MapPOAEPEL, HO
MO TIOPHI AO BpeMeHU. A B IIepBOU AeKape HOSIOPsI K MaHAUIO SIBUAUCH ABOE TepeOe>KUYnKOB
U COOOIIVAHN, 4YTO AeTHOHBI MeTeara u Mapnus yIIAU U3-110A CTeH PuMa 1 HalpaBASAIOTCS
B Otrpyputo u Kanyto. [IpepBopuTeAs OYHTOBIITUKOB OBIA B OTYaAHUU — OT KaTHMAMHEI He
TOCTYIIAaAO HUKAKHUX BeCTel, a UCIBITAHHBIE COAAATEI MeTeana yepe3 HEAEAIO HaBepHIKa
OKa’kyTCsI Ha PACCTOSTHUH ITIOAETa CTPEABL! ..

AUXOpPapOYHO OOAYMaB CAOJKUBIIeeCs IIOAOKeHHMe, MaHAUM ceA NHCATh IHUCBMO
MeTteany. JKeaasa BBIMTPATh BpeMSA U 3a0AHO Pa3’KarOOUTh CTAPOTO IMOAKOBOALLR, OpaBbIA
IIeHTYPHOH HAIIOMHUHAA €My O AHSIX OAMCTAaTEABHBIX IT00eA, KOrAa OHU 00a BOEBaAU I10A 3Ha-
MéHaMU CyAABL A Tellepb OH U3 IIOCAEAHUX CUA IIEUETCI O CyAbOe U 3A0POBbe CBOUX UCIIBI-
TAHHBIX OOEBBIX TOBAPUIIEH, KOTOPBIX 3aMYUYHMAU Oe3KaA0CTHBIE KPeAUTOPHI. HUKTO HBEIH-
ye He IIOMHHUT WX OTBAr'M M MYy’KeCTBa, KOTAA OHH, He IIaAsd Bpara U COOCTBEHHOM JKU3HU,
Cpa’kaAUCh BO CAABY PUMCKOTO Opy Kusl. Hey>KeAn BCE 3TO HaBCerAa 3a0BITO, U AOOAECTHEBIE
BeTepaHbl AOAJKHBI BAQUUTH J)KaAKOe CYIIeCTBOBaHME, CAOBHO IIpe3PEeHHEBIE PAObI U IIOCAEA-
HUe TIoIpomanku?!..

M3A05KHUB U IPOUTS HalMCaHHOe, MaHAUM AaKe TpocAe3uAcsd. Kak Bce OecriabaliHele
BOSIKY, Ha CKAOHE AeT OH CTaA YyBCTBUTEAEH U CEHTUMEHTAAEH. 3aleyaTaB IUCHMO, IIPEABO-
AUTEAD IIPU3BaA CaMOI'0 MOAOAOT'O AeTHOHEePa, CHAOAUA eT0 KPEIIKUM, BEIHOCAUBBIM KOHEM
U IIPUKa3aAn, He IIepeBOAd AYXY, CKaKaThb HaBCTpPeuy AeTHOHAM HaMeCTHUKA. A caM TyT JKe
3a@HAACS IPUTOTOBAEHUSAMHU K OCaA€e. 3a 3TUMU XAOIOTAUMBEIMU TPYAAMU U 3aCTaA €T0 HEO-
SKUAQHHO 00bsaBuBIINiicS KaTranHa.

LleETypHOH PYKOBOAUA IIPOKAGAKON TPAHIIIEN, KOTAQ 3@ €ro CIMHOW Pa3AaAMCh IPOM-
KHe, BOCTOP)KEHHBIE TOAOCA U IIPUBETCTBEHHBIE KPUKHU. MaHANUN OBICTPO OOEPHYACS U YBU-
A€A TIAOTHYIO, MYCKYAUCTYIO (hurypy Katuamnbel. [NaBHBIU MATEKHUK OBIA OAET B IIOXOA-
HBIM IAQII, TOA KOTOPBHIM OAeCTeArd HOBEHBKUE AATHl, Ha HOTaX OBIAU BEICOKHUE IITHYPOBAH-
HBIE CAllOTU-KAAUTH, Y T0SICA BUCEA KOPOTKUM IIIMPOKUM MeY, & Ha TOAOBE KPACOBAACS IIIAEM
C IIAIOMaykeM. BeTepaHbl, COIIPOBOKAABIINE IIPEABOAUTEAS, CMOTPEAU Ha HEro C HapAeKAO!
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U O>KUAAHHUEM.

— TloToBuTech K 0cape? — OOMEHSIBIINUCH IPUBETCTBUEM C IIeHTYPUOHOM, CHUCXOAU-
TeABHO CITPOCUA KaTuamHa.

— Merten 3pech OyAeT 4epe3 HeAeAro, — yrpioMo npoOypyan MasHaui. — A 4TO B
PuMe? — HanpsIMyIo CIIPOCHUA II€HTYPHOH.

— BoiiHa Hen30eKHa. DTUX Mep3aBlleB HU B UeM HeAb3s IepeyOeAuTh! — OH UMeA BBU-
Ay KOHCYAOB U CEHaT.

— A Kpacc c LlezapeM 6Aaropa3zyMHO OTCTYIIMAM ¢

I'raBapb Oe3HaAEKHO MaxXHYA PYKOM. MaHAUN ONYCTUA TOAOBY — HECKOABKO HOYel
IIOAPSIA OH IIPOBEA Oe3 CHa, Nepebupas B IaMaTU MeAbYalllIie MOAPOOHOCTH rOTOBAIILETrO-
ca MaTeska. [ToHadaay, Ka3aaoCh, BCE IIAO KaK HEAB3d Aydllle — B PUMe UX MOAAEPIKUBAAA
IIOUTHU IIOAOBHMHA CeHaTa U caMble Ba’KHbIE AUIIQ, He TOBOPS Y>Ke 0 TOPOACKOM O6epHOoTe.
BAPYT... Hey>keau ycuamamu opHOro yeroBeka — Mapka Tyaaus Lluneposna — 3TUM pelu-
TEABHBIM AeMCTBUSIM He CY>KAEHO OCYIIeCTBUTHCS ¢

Hckoca TASTHYB Ha pacCTpOeHHOe AUIIO IeHTyproHa, KaTuamHa pelmA o60APUTEH ero 1
3arOBOPUA C JKapOM:

— Huuero! B ropoae octaauch Toicsiuu cBoux. AeHTYA ¢ LleTerom ycTposT Takoe, 4To
Halll OOATAVBEIN KOHCYA COeXXUT 0e3 OTAIAKU. VA ITeAmKOM 3a’KapuTcs, Kak OapaH Ha Bep-
TeAe...

— Ham-To uTo penaTs?

— CeropH4 Jke CHUMaeMcs 1 TOUAEM Ha ceBep. B ITucToiito. Ham Hy>KHO BEIMTPaTh BpeMsl...

22

[MToxunys BuAry AenimMa BpyTa, cTosgBiyto Ha KanuTOAUMCKOM XOAME HEAAAEKO OT PO-
pyMa, ABa FaAABCKUX ITOCAa — TapH u Besep — y>Ke rOTOBUAMCH K OTbe3Ay pAoMou. Ho He
YCIIeAU OHU AOOPATHCA K BBIXOAY U3 CTOAMIIE], KAK UX OKPY’KHUAQ IAOTHASA TOAIIA TOPOJKaH.

— W Kyaa BEI HallpaBAsIeTeCh, AFOOE3HBIe? — CXBATHUB OAHOT'O M3 BapBapoOB 3a AOKOTH,
CIIPOCHA AOBOABHO MOAOAOM, HAaTAOBATHIM PUMASHUH. [TOoCAQHIIBI XOTEAN B3SITHCS 3@ MeUH,
OAHAKO CIIyTHUKU HarAela AOBKO 00€30PY>KUAU OOOUX.

— MBI — APY3Bbd PUMCKOIO HapoAa! — I'HEBHO BOCKAMKHYA IIMPOKOIAEYUM, KPIXKU-
cTeii TapH.

— ByaTO? — npepBOAUTEAD IIMPOKO YABIOAACS. — A 3@ueM >Ke Bbl CTPOUTE IIPOTUB HEro
KO3HU?

— Kaxkwue e1né ko3uun? — He oHsaA Besep.

— BcTpeuaeTteck ¢ 3aroBopiiuKamMu! — BOCKAUKHYA KTO-TO U3 OKPY KeHUS.

[TpepBOAUTEAB TIOAHSA PYKY:

— I'lo npuKa3y KOHCYAQ, 51 AOAJKEH apeCcTOBaTh Bac ¥ OTIIPABUTH B TIOPHMY.

— Xopo11o, — yTrproMo npoiiepAuA TapH, — MBI COTAQCHBI BCE OTKPBITH BAACTSM.

ToAmna IpepAyCMOTPUTEABHO B35Aa CTOBOPYMBEIX TAAAOB B KOABITO U ITOCIIENIHO OTIIPABU-
AacCh B HallpaBAeHUU KapuH.

OTnymieHHUK [TyOanl YMOpeH, TalkOM HaOAIOAQBIIUM 3@ IIPOUCXOASAITNUM, OBICTPO II0-
BepHYyACd 1 OeroM Opocuaca K Kanuroanro. OKaszaBIInuCch BOAU3M HOPYMa, OH CBEPHYA K
npocropHou Buare Aenuma Bpyra. E€ X0341UH, TPOBOAUBIINM TAUHBIX TOCTEN, XOTEA OTIIPA-
BUTHCS Ha IIOKOM, HO TYT B AOM BAETEA 3alIbIXaBIINICS, B3BBOAHOBAHHBIN [1yOAMii:

— IlaTpon! OHu cxBaueHbI Ha ABPEAEBOM AOPOTe ATOABMU KAoAUS.

— Kakoro Kaopnsi? — yAUBHUACS XO35IUH.

OTnylleHHUK ITONPaBUACS:

— Knhaspus ITyabxpa.

— Kypa onu ux noseau?

— B cTOpoHY DCKBUAMHCKOI'O XOAMA.

— Crymnal npeaynpepu AenTtyaa u Llerera.

CTOMAO pe3BBIM HOraM OBIBIIIEro pada IPOUIAEIATE K BEIXOAY, KaK IIOJKUAOU NAaTPULAN
HEPBHO 3aXOAUA II0 TOCTHHOM. OH BOBCe OBIA He PaA TOMY, UTO BIIYTAACS B 3Ty UCTOPUIO.
BuHOM BCceMy OKa3aAcsl HeCUaCTHBIM ['OAdIlIKa, CyMeBIIMM YAECTUTb M Pa3’kar00OUTh €ro.
OH pelInA OIyCTUTh B XOA BCE: BOCIIOMUHAHUS O COBMECTHOU CAy’KOe mop HadaroM CyAABL,
o0lMe KyTe)XXU U MOIIOMKH, UX CAABHOe KOHCYABCKOe IIpoliroe (AeruM BpyT OBIA TAQBORO
roCcypapcTBa Ha ILIeCTb A€T PaHbllle /AeHTyAd), HEAOBOABCTBO HBIHEIIHENM OOCTaHOBKOM B
CcTpaHe...

[TaTHAECATUBOCBMUAETHUM CEHATOP, IOUTU OTCTABAEHHBIU OT AEA, OTBAJKUACSH TPSIX-
HYTb CTAPDUHOU — OH IIPEAOCTaBUA CBOM AOM B PACHOpPS’KeHUE 3arOBOPIIUKOB €Illé U II0-
TOMY, UTO KOTAQ-TO YCEPAHO BOEBAA C TaAABCKUMM ITAeMeHaMU. Tellepb eMy XOTeAOCh BhI-
CTYyIIUTh B KaueCTBe MUPOTBOPIIA. «BOT 1 BRICTyIIUA!» — KOpUA cebs AellM, BEIMepUBas
YaCTBIMU IIaraMu aTpuil. Boména cayra:

— Tl'ocniopys, Tam npuinéa Kpacc u ¢ HuM ele ABoe.
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— ITycTb BOMAYT.

HeBeposiTHBII Ooray B COIPOBOXAeHUU BepHBIX KhaBpuss Mapueara u MeTeana
CuunuoHa nepecTymnuA IOPOT TOCTUHOH.

— T'aanoB apectoBaau. M1 AOTOBOP OBIA Y HUX... — COOOIIMA AeluM.

[TpOHBIPAUBBIN TOACTOCYM OITYCTHACS Ha CTYA, Ipsidya MaAreHbKHeE, BCE ITOAMeYalole
TAQ3KU. AOTOBOD, KOTOPBIA COCTABASIACS IIPU €T0 HEeIIOCPEACTBEHHOM YYaCTUH, O0eIllaA Taa-
AaM MPOIIIeHHWe BCeX AOATOB — U OBIBIINX, M OYAYIIMX — €CAM OHHU APY’KHO IIOAAEPFKAT
OpYy’KMeM 3aroBOpIIUKOB. Ho cpepn moammceli, CKpenAgBIINX ero, uMeHu Kpacca He 3Ha-
YKUAOCh...

l'ocTu, He croBapuBasCh, IOAYMaAHU, YTO IIPOU3OIIEA OYEPEAHOU ITPOBAA U Tellepb BCE
3aBHCEAO TOABKO OT CAyYasi. A TouHee — OT BOAU U pacTroponHocTu Llunepona. Ecau ator
TOBOPAUBBIM BEICKOUKA He AQCT IIPOMAIIIKM — UM BCEM NIPUAETCS TYTO...
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3acepaHue ceHaTa IIPOXOAUAO He B IIPUMEpP HANPSKEHHO U OypHO. IIpeacTaBuB ro-
CYAQPCTBEHHBIM MY>KaM AOTOBOP C FaAAaMU, CKPEIIAEHHBIU MOAIUCAMU AeHTyAq, LleTera,
Bapryutesa u Kopreans, Lluniepor BHUMATEABHO 3aAaA KaBEP3HEBIN BOIIPOC:

— Yro OyaeM AeAaTh, OTIBI-CEHATOPHI ¢

— Oro usmena! I'lpecrynaenue! ApectoBaTh UX! — pasparnuch OTAEABHBIE BHIKPUKU.

— OHU apecTOBaHbl, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUA KOHCYA.

— Kasznuutb ux! 11 HeMepns! — HacTauBaau HauOOAee ropsg4yre FOAOBEHL.

A LumepoH 6pocar KOPOTKUe B3TASIABL B cTopory Kpacca u Llesaps. OHu 00a He yda-
CTBOBAAU B 00I1IeM XOpe, HO N30 BCeX CUA CTAPAAUCH COXPAHUTE 0e3MAITEeKHOCTD U CIIOKOM-
CTBH€, CAOBHO ABAa HEOOXKUTEAS, KOTOPBIX BOBCE He KAaCAIOTCA HU3KUE AFOACKHE CTPACTH.

— Sl xouy o6paTuThCS K HapoAy! — HeoKUAAHHO 3asBUA LluiiepoH.

BecniopsgAOUHBIN IITYM B 3aAe Ha MIHOBeHUe yTUX. OTIBI-3aKOHOAQTEAU CTAAU AUXOPa-
AOYHO IIPUKHUABIBATh B CMATEHHBIX YMaX, 4eM OOepHETCS AN HUX 3TOT IIPAMOMU, pEeIIUTEAD-
HbIU mar. O0panaTbCsa K BBICIIEMY HOCUTEAID BEDXOBHOU BAACTU B CTPAHE — PUMCKOMY
HapoAy — He BO30PaHSAOCH, HO AEAAAOCH 3TO TOABKO B MCKAIOUMTEABHBIX CAydaax. Kpacc
u Lle3aps IepBBEIMU COOOPA3UAH, UTO IPOU3OUAET B pe3yAabTaTe. borau IOATOAKHYA CBOETO
HarnepcHuka — CIMINOHA.

— A 3ayeM? — IPOMOTAACHO BEIKPUKHYA TOT. LIUIlepOH He 3aMEeAAUA C OTBETOM:

— IlycTe 3HaeT Ka>XABIM I'PA’KAQHUH, YTO 3aMBIIIAFIOT ero Bparu! Y MeHs HeT TalH HU
OT KOTO.

BOABIIMHCTBO IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX OXOTHO ITIOAAEPIKAAO KOHCYAQA — OAOOpeHMe UAU Heo-
AOOpeHMre HapoAa CHUMAAO C KaXXAOT'O ABBUHYIO AOAIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

Korpa ceHaTopsl BBHIIIAU U3 3AaHUSA Kypuu — (POPYM OBIA A0 OTKa3a 3allOAHEH Hapo-
AOM. PUMASIHe y>Ke KOTOPBIM MeCdl] JKUAU B HAIIPSI)KEHHOM O’KMAQHUU. CAYXU, AOMBICAHI,
YTPO3BI, OO€IaHus, CTPaXu OYAOPa’KUAU AIOACKOE BOOOpPa’kKeHHe M 3aCTaBASIAU TOPOJKaH
OpocaTbCa U3 KPAMHOCTU B KPaUHOCTb. OHM TO KeAaAd MOOeABl 3A0CcYacTHOMY Katuaune,
3Had, 4TO ero BTaliHe IIOAAEPIKUBAET AIOOMMeI] TOANIHI Lle3aph, TO MPOKAMHAAM HEYTOMOH-
HOT'0O MATEKHUKQ, CMYTHO IIOAO3PEBasd, 4TO TOT UX MOIPOCTy oOMaHeT. Illeppele oOellaHuA
OyAylIel CBITOM U OOeCIIeYeHHOMN JKU3HU BIIOAHE MOTAU 3aKOHUYUTHCS OOIIUM T'OAOAOM U
paspyxou.

l'ocypapCTBEHHBIX MY’Kel BCTpeTHAa I'poOoBasd THUINMHA. OTpoMHas TOAIIA TOPO’KaH
0e3MOABHO B3Wpasa Ha CBOUX BAACTUTEAEH, IIOXOJKUX Ha CTAlO0 MCIYyTaHHBIX I'yCel, rOTOo-
BBIX IIPU MaAeHIIIeM IITyMe B3BUTBHCS U yAeTeTh. Kpacc MOUyBCTBOBAA, KaK AUIIKUM, TPEBO-
SKHBIM CTPax 3allOA3aeT K HeMy ITOA Py0axy ¥ NPIMUKOM IOAOHUPAETCS K TOPAY. AOATOBA3BIN
Lle3aps ycrea 3aMeTUTh, YTO MHOTOTBICSTYHBIE B30PhI CKPEIIUBAIOTCSI Ha HEM OAHOM, U BTSI-
HYA TOAOBY B IAeud. ['AaBa ceHaTa AyTranuii KaTyaa pacTepssHHO OIYyCTHA T'Ad3a, a A0D eTo
TOKPBIACS UcITapuHOU. Be3pecymuii HenmoT mocTapancs 3aTepaThbCa CpeAr KOAAeT. [TpaMoi,
HEIIOAKYITHBIM KaToH OIyTUA 3aMETHBIU XOAOAOK B cepAlie. M1 TOABKO yIIPSAMBIN KOHCYA, IO
HACTOSTHUIO KOTOPOT'O BCE OHU OUYTHUAUCH Ha 3TOU MAOIIAAU TepeA MOAYAAUBOU, B3BICKYIO-
1Ie¥ TOAIION, He YTPaTUA IPUCYTCTBUS AyXxa. OH NOAHSA IIPABYIO PYKY — B Hel OBIA 3a’KaT
NIPEeCTYIIHBIN AOTOBOP C FaAAAMU.

— CMoTpuTe — BOT CBUAETEABCTBO KPOBABEIX O€e) W HAlacTel, TOTOBBIX CBAAMTHCS
Ha Hallle 0TeuecTBO! Aep3KUM HETOASSIM MAAO IIPU3BIBATH B CBOU PSIABI pabOB U TAaAUa-
TOPOB — OHU 3aKAIOYUAU COIO3 C BapBapaMHy, YTOOBLI YHUUTOKUTH PECIIyOAUKY U3HYTPU U
cHapy>ku! M3raas u3 croaunsl KaTuAMHY, MBI He YHUYTOKUAU KOPHU 3arosopa. Ero Gec-
YeCTHBIE NPUCIENTHUKY NBITAI0TCA AFOOBIMU CPEACTBAMHU IIOMOYBL CBOEMY I'AaBapio. [latika
3AO0HBIX, PACIIAAEHHBIX JKa>KAOU Ha )KUBBL MEP3aBIleB TOABKO U JKAET, KOTAQ BOMHA CTaHeT
omycTroIaTh MTaanto 1 Tep3aTk HAlll TOpoAad. Koraa 3alIOABIXAlOT BCe KpBIIIn! ..

Toana 3aryaena. Pa3parmich BBIKPUKHU!

— Aonoit MaTeskHUKOB! CMepThb HeropsasaMm! [Tozop npepaTersam!..
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— Omnu apectoBaHbl, — Llumepon caenan nmay3y. — VX BUHA HEONIPOBEP)KUMO AOKa3a-
Ha. OcTaAOCh AOBECTH BCE A0 3aKOHHOTO KOHIIA...

Kpacc ykpbIAcd 3a cHUHaMU CeHaTOPOB. Lle3aphb, KAGHS B Aylile CBOM HeIIOMEPHBIHN POCT,
THXO OTCTYIIMA B TeHb, OTOPACEIBAEMYIO KOANOHHAAOU OA3UAMKU. SIBHBEIE U TaHBIE CTOPOH-
HUKU 3aroBopa CTapaAMCh He BCTPedaThCsl B3TASIAAMU, CAOBHO OIlacasiCh CAy4aHO BHIAQTD
cebs. Bepb Hapopa, K KOTOPOMY OOpalllaacsl KpaCHOPEUYUBEBIM OpaTop, NOCTEeeHHO IIPOHU-
KaACsd eAWHBIM YyBCTBOM I'HeBa M HEHABUCTHU. LIUIepoH HaIIéA CAOBQ, KOTOPBIE AOCTUTAU
cepAla KakAoro. OH HAaIIOMHUA AIOASIM O AOME, CEMbE, POAUTEAIX U AeTSX. UTO IpOon30i-
AET, eCcAn Oe3paccypHBbIe MATEKHUKU AOOBIOTCA cBoero? M KTO MOTOM CcyMeeT MOCTaBUTh
nipeaen OpaToyouniicTBeHHOM OorHe? .. DopyM MOTPSACEHHO BHUMAA. THIITMHA CTOSIAA TaKas,
YTO OBIAO CABIIIHO, KaK Ha YbeH-TO BUAAE PEe3KUMH, 3aAYII€HHBIMU I'OAOCAMU ITepeKANKa-
IOTCSI TaBAWHBL.

— Beuepeetr. CKOpO OIIYCTUTCS HOYUB, U I HAALIOCh, YTO BCEM BaM IIPUAETCSA B IIOCAEA-
HUY pa3 HarAyXo 3allupaTh ABEPU AOMOB U OOXOAUTH AO30POM ABOPEL U YAUIIEL. Harir ropoa,
CIIacéH, — B TOAOCE OpaTopa 3By4Yara yBEepPeHHOCTD U TBEPAOCTh. — CKOPO CIopAa BO3BPATAT-
Csl CIIOKOMCTBUE M MUDP. baaropapsa 3actynHudecTBy IOnmTepa, Bceraa roToBOroO 3alllUTUTH
Pum... U4 — Ball KOHCYA — CAEAAA BCE, UTO MOT...

ChoBa YMUPOTBOPEHUSI, OOAPOCTU U HAAEKABI BCEAWAU B CAYUIAIOUINX Bepy U CTOM-
KOCTb. OTIBI-CEHATOPBI O€3MOABHO U CTapPaTEABHO AEAAAU BUA, YTO OHU BO BCEM COTAACHBI
C I’'A@BOIO TOCYA@PCTBA U OH BelllaeT OT UX UMEHU TOXKe.

Hapa Pumom onyckaacg KOPOTKUM AeKaOpbCKUY Beuep. 310KWUM, TPOHU3BIBAIOIIUN Be-
TEPOK TepeOUA BeTXHe IIAAIY IPOCTOAIOAWHOB, TpelnaA KOHCKME XBOCTHL Ha IIAeMax Ae-
TMOHEPOB, IOAHUMAA IIBIAbL Ha Y3KHUX YAOUKAX Yy IMOAHOXXMS XOAMa. IToKa OTIIBI, My’Kbs U
CBHIHOBBS pelllaAl, ObITh UAU He OBITh pe3He B PuMe — ux MaTepH, CECTPHI, JKEHBI U A0UepH,
HU Ha 4TO He B3upasd, TOTOBUAUCH K IIpa3pHUKy AoOpou borunu...
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Pemaroiee 3acepanne ceHaTa IPOXOAUAO, KaK OOBIYHO, B Kypuu. TpeBoKHasA, 3bI0Kad,
COCPeAOTOUeHHAd TUIINHA [JapuAd KpyroM. OTIBI-3aKOHOAAQTEAN ITOUTH HA IIBIIIOYKAX IIPO-
OMpaAUCh K CBOUM MPaMOPHBIM CKaMbsIM, MOAYA PACKAQHUBAAUCE ¥ POOKO PaCcCa>kKMBAAUCH.
Ayranuii Karyaa, raaBa ceHara, u LIullepoH y>Ke CUAEAU Ha CBOMX MECTaX U IMPUCTAABHO
CMOTPEAU B 3aA, CAOBHO IepPeCUMTHIBas IPUCYTCTBYIOUINX, a Te CTapaTeABHO OTBOAVAU
B3TASIABL, HAIIOMUHAs HEPAAWBBIX YYEHUKOB, He BBIYUYMBIIMX ypoKa. LlumepoH 3aMeTma
Kpacca, Counuona, Llesapsa. OHU CHAEAM B Pa3HBIX YTAAX, AEMOHCTPUPYS IIOAHYIO He3aBU-
CHMOCTB APYT OT ApyTa. CTOAB JKe 6e3y4acTHO BBITASIAEA U CYPOBBIN KaToH.

— ITopa? — HakAOHUACA AyTallui K cOCepy. — THI UTO-TO CKa’Kellb?

— Her. A norom. Haumnaii, — LluniepoH OyCTUA raasa.

I'hnaBa ceHaTa OTKPHBIA 3acepaHue. He myckasce B AOATHE OOBACHEHN, OH CIIPOCHA Y CO-
OpaBLIMXCS, KAKOBa OyAeT CypbOa apeCTOBAHHBIX 3arOBOPIIMKOB. HUKTO He OTBa’KMBAACSI
IIepPBLIM B34Th CAOBO. VI KaToH B TOM 4ucAe.

— A UTO IpepiraraeT KOHCYA? — pa3pascsa roAoC BBICKOUKY HemorTa.

— S1 ckaxxy, HO MOCAe Bac.

— Xopotuo, Torpa st! — nopusaacs FOuuit Cural. Kak KOHCYA OYAYIIIEro ropa, OH PelnA,
YTO eMy ITopa NPOSIBUTH CeOs. B30phl BceX IPUCYTCTBYIOIINX OOPATUAUCH K HOBOMY TA@Be
rocypapcTea. — IIpecTynHasg BuHa /AeHTyAa U LleTera HeonnpoBep>KUMO AOKa3daHa, — CuraH
OKHMHYA B3TAIAOM 3aA. — [Ipepaaararo nmepeBecTy UX B TIOPBMY U Ka3HUTh., APYroyd y4acTH
OHM He 3aCAYKUAN.

CeHaTOpHI 3alllyMEeAn:

— Kasuuth — Tyaa UM u poporal

— A Kak ke CyA?

— Kakoi Tam cyp — 3TO OTIIETBIE HEroAAn!

— XBaTUT C HUMHU BaA@HAATHCS !

— OTHX Mep3aBleB He CTOUT >KaAeTh!

— Ckopasg cMepTb UM Harpaaa!

LluiiepoH AOBUA Ka’kAyIO PENAMKY M CTapaAcs HUYero He MPONYCTUTb MHUMO YIIeH.
BOABIIMHCTBO COOPABIINUXCS OAAEPIKUBAAO ITPeprosKeHNe CunaaHa. Ho HCKpeHHee A 3TO
BBIpa’KeHHE COOCTBEHHOI'O MHEHUS UAM JKeAQHHUE YTOAUTE OYAYIIeMy TAaBe TOCyAapCTBa ?

Cpeau obmero myma Kpace, Cuunmon u Lle3apb XpaHUAU MOAYAQHUE.

Katon cepanTO XMypPHUACS.

— Apyrux MHEHUU HeT? — AyTalui BMEIIAaACS B IIePETanKy.

— Ecte! — poaroBszas cpurypa Llezapst mopHSIAACE Hap PIAAMMU.

CeHaTOpBI MUTOM 3aTUXAH, KaK OyATO UM BCEM pPa3oOM 3aTKHYAH PTHL. Lluniepon BcTpe-
THACS B3TASIAOM CO CMEABYAKOM, U TOT CIIOKOWHO, A@Ke CHUCXOAUTEABHO BBIAEPIKAA €ro.
[MTpucyTcTByIOIINe 3aTaUAN AbIXaHHE.
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— 4l Bo3paro AOAKHOe BallleMy IIPaBeAHOMY THEBY, — HEIPOMKO U C HeCKPBIBAeMOH
UPOHUEN IIPOU3HEC OPATOP, — HO, IIO-MOEMY, BBl CAUIIKOM YBAEKAUCH. Ka3HUTH 4erOBEeKa
U He IIPOCTO YeAOBEKa, @ PUMCKOTO TPa’KAQHUHA, 3aCAYKEHHOTO TAaTPUIIUSA, KOTAQ-TO 3aHU-
MaBIIIEero BEICIIVIO TOCYAQPCTBEHHYIO AOAJKHOCTD, — IIIar HCKAIOUMTEABHBIN! Haperocs, BB
BCe ITOHUMaeTe 3To? — LIUIlepoH C>Kaacs U IIOXOAOAEA. — 3aKOHBI Halllero ToCyAapCcTBa,
€TO0 TPAAUIIUM M HPaBBI IPU3BIBAIOT BCeX HAC IIPEeKAE BCEro UCKATh MUAOCEPAHEBIX pellle-
Hui. [IpuuéM Bcerpa U BCIOAY, — OTIIBI-CEHATOPHI MCIIOATUIIIKA IIepeTrAsAbIBaAuCh. Ha ry-
0ax Kpacca MeAbKHyAA YAOBAETBOPEHHAS YABIOKA. XYAOM, HECKAQAHBIM OPATOP F'OBOPUA C
>KapoM M MOABEMOM: — Pa3Be BBl He 3HaeTe, CKOAB ONTaCHBI ¥ OIITMOOYHBI OBIBAIOT PEIlIeHNs,
NIPUHATEIE B TOPEIBe rHeBa! 1 Kak 4acTO OHM OKa3bIBAIOTCS ITIOIIPOCTY O€3PaCcCyAHBIMU. ..

AyTanuil TOAKHYA AOKTeM LlunepoHa:

— Kypaa ou raét? He nopa Au ero yHATH?

— IlycTb rOBOPUT, — MIEIOTOM OTBETHA KOHCYA.

A lle3apb HalIOMHUA COOPABIINMCS, UTO €CTh CYPOBEI€, HO CIIPaBEAAMBEIE MEPhI: BMECTO
IIO30PHOM Ka3HU MOJKHO 3aKAIOUUThH IPECTYITHUKOB II0A CTPayKy U OTIPABUTh UX B Pa3HBIE
ropopa Uraanm. M, KoH(pHUCKOBaB NMYIIECTBO, IePepaTh BCE B Ka3Hy. MOJKHO, HaKOHeT],
BBICAQTH UX U3 CTPAHBI. DTO AU HEe AOCTOMHBIMN BBIXOA M3 CAOSKUBIIETOCs IIOAOJKEHHUSI? — ce-
HaTOPHI 3aKoAeDarnch. — O0arpuTh pyKU KpOBBIO — AeAo HexuTpoe. Ho paBaiiTe He 6yaeM
3a0BIBaTh, 9YTO 3TO HAIIIM C BAMU OpaThs, OTIBI M CBIHOBLS, IIPUYEM He CaMble XYALINE. ..

B 3ane BHOBE BoIlapUAach TPEBOJKHAS THIINHA. YMEAO BRICTPOEHHAs ¥ C YyBCTBOM IIPO-
HU3HEeCEHHAd peub CMyTHUAQ MHOTHUX, U TOABKO HEIIDUMHUPUMBIN KaTOH cBepAMA OpaTopa He-
HaBUASIIAM B3TASIAOM, CBEPKas CBOEM OOIIUPHON MAENIBIO.

— VIMeHHO 3TO 51 UMeA B BUAY! — BOCKAMKHYA CumAaH. — BrIcIas Mepa AAS ceHaTo-
pa — 3To TIopbMa. MiMyIIlecTBO — B Ka3HY, a UX IIOA CTPaKy. DTO OYAET CIIpDAaBEAAUBO.

Penamka OyayIiero KOHCyAa OKOHYaTEABHO COMAA BCEX C TOAKY. VI30paHHUKU He 3HAAH,
YTO UM AyMaTh ¥ TOBOPUTH. ['AaBa ceHaTa TUXOHBKO TOAKHYA B O0K cocepa. LluriepoH u cam
YyBCTBOBAA, UTO €My ITopa B35ITh CBOE CAOBO. OH MEAANEHHO ITOAHSACH.

— He Hapo ympekaTs Hac B KeCTOKOCTU M KpoBoyKapHocTu! HukTO He cobupaercsd
IIPUHOCUTD B JKePTBY HaIlIMX cOrpa’kpaH. OcBoO60AUB PUM OT TA@BHOT'O CMYThSIHA, MBI AUIITH
IBITaeMCs HaKa3aTh ero IPUCIEeNTHUKOB. 1 caenaeM 3TO 6e3 CyeThl U MaHUKU. TOABKO IIO
3aKkoHy... Ho mpusnarock BaMm, — LlumepoH cXaa Xyable, AAMHHBIE NTAABIBL, — 4 He 3HAlO,
KaK MHe OBITb... [HeB 1 CKOpOb OOPIOTCSI B MOEM CEPALLE...

— A He mIOpa AU BCEM HaM AUTH TOPIOYME CAe3BbI? — BAPYT KaTOH pe3KOo BBIIPSIMUACS
U IIOKa3aA >KeCTOM B CTOpOoHY Lle3apsa. — Koro BEI cayIiaeTe? DTOT 4YeAOBEK caM MOI'PA3 B
WHTPUTax U 3aroBOpax nouwuire Ato6oro KatuanHel! — ceHaToOphl 3aBepTEAN TOAOBAMH, I10-
TASABIBAS TO HA OPATOPQ, TO Ha €ro BeUHOI'O IPOTUBHUKA. — BBI AyMaeTe, UTO OH IPU3EIBAET
BaC K CIIPABEAAUBOCTH ¥ MUAOCEPANIO? Kak Obl He Tak! OTUM XUTPBIM IPUEMOM OH YBOAUT
OT 3aKOHHOT'O BO3ME3AUSI CBOMX CAABHBIX APYy3eM. DTO He Kapa — 3TO IOMYCTUTEABCTBO!

— BepHo! — BOCKAUKHYA AyTanuii.

— He Memano ObI M ero B34Th C HUMHU 3a KOMIIaHHIO! — IIOpAAepIKaa AaBy ceHaTa
[Mn30H — 34TH KOHCYAAQ.

Lle3zape nmobaepHeA. Kpacc omycTHA TAasa.

— A 3a 3TUMHU CT€HaMM, MeXAY IPOYUM, COOPAACS PUMCKUM Hapop! — pe3KuM, Xpu-
IIABIM TOAOCOM BBIKpUKUBaA KaTon. — OH KAET Hallero peuenus. U g He oymaro, 4TO ATO-
Aell o0papyeT CAe3AUBOE MUAOCEPAUE U IIPeCTyIHasg A0OPOTa, KOTA@ OHU CTOABKO AHeM
SKMAU B HEBEAEHUHU U cTpaxe. BcrmoMHUTe XOT OBI 00 3TOM!..

Teneps THUIIMHA CTard rpoOOBOU. OTIBI-3aKOHOAATEAU YCABIIIAAWM HECTPOMHBIN, Ha-
CTOMYUBBIN I'yA, AOHOCUBIINNCSA CHAPY’KU. 1 Ka>KABIM HEBOABHO NIPEACTABUA COTHU FKaA-
HBIX, B3BICKYIOIIUX T'A@3, OTBEPCTHIX B OTAYIIMTEABHOM BOIIAE PTOB, IIOABATHIX K HEOy MOC-
AQCTBIX KYAAKOB... CeHaTopaM CTaAo0 KapKo...

25

MuHYBIIYIO HOUb /A€HTYA IPOBEA, KaK B AUXOpaAKe. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO copeprKaru
€ro BOBCe He B TIOPbMe, a B AoMe npetopa ['ag Cyasnunug Ha [TaraTuHCKOM X0AMe. U nIpo-
HCXOAMAO BCE 3TO B HOPMaX U TPAAUIIMSIX PUMCKUX 3aKOHOB: ITOKa IPECTYITHUKY He IIPeAb-
sIBA€HO OOBMHEHUE — OH HaXOAMTCS IIOA AOMAIITHUM apeCcTOM.

Ho BCé mpukarouuBIIeecs Ka3aAaoCh OBIBIIEMY KOHCYAY KOIIMapHBIM cHOM. OH cyMa-
TOILIHO IepeOupas B INAMATH MeAbUallliie IMOAPOOHOCTU IIPOU3OIIEALIEro, NBITAdICh I10-
HATH — TA€ U B YéM OH AOIYCTHUA IIpoMalliky? CKopee Bcero, BUHOBATHI B ITpoBare Kpacc,
Lleszaps u KaTuanHa — OHU BeAU ABOMHYIO MDY, U Ka>*KABIM AyMaA AUIIb O CBOEM BBITO-
Ae. TTorom GorarTeii mAeOel U HULUU apUCTOKPAT YIIAM B TeHb, KaTuanHa cOe’Xan, a OH,
Foagmika, — O6ypeT oTBedaTh 3a Bcex! M KTo OBI MOT TOAYMaTh, YTO 3TOT KaAKUN OOATYH
LuiepoH, pAepeBeHIIUHA, O€3POAHBIM BEICKOUKA, CyMeeT IIePeXUTPUTh NCKOHHBIX IIaTPH-
nueB! V1 Top;KecTBOBATH ITOOEAY!..
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/AEeHTyA MeTaACs IO TECHOM KaMOpKe, OBIBIIEN, BEPOSITHO, KAGAOBOM, IIOTOM yCa>KHBaA-
Csl Ha TIOACTHUAKY ¥ BHOBB BCIIOMMHAaA. MoJKeT, ero Ipepasr TaaAbCKUe TIOCABI? OTH BapBa-
PBI BCceTAa OBIAU YBEPTAUBEI M ABOEAYIIIHEBI, & KAITBAM UX HEAb3SI BEPUTh...

MHorpa eMy Ha yM IPUXOAUAM CAOBA TapAAKH, ITPEACKas3aBIllel KOrAA-TO, 4TO OH —
[Tyoaunt Kopueanit AeHTya Cypa — CTaHeT eAMHOBAACTHBIM BAAcTUTeAeM Puma. Ao cux
nop ['oAsiika BepuA B CBOIO 3BE3AY, ¥ BOT TeNephb...

YTpom eMy NpUHECAN OOOOBYIO IIOXA€OKY U HEMHOT'O BUHA.

— ITpoBoaM MeHS K XO35IMHY! — 3asBUA Y3HUK, B YIIOP FASIASL Ha CAYTY.

— OH ymIéa B CeHaT, — C HeIIPUI3HbIO OTBETUA TOT.

/AeHTyA BAPYT IIOAYMAA, YTO UMEHHO Cel4ac B KYPUH PellaeTcs ero cyaboa. Kak uenose-
Ka, He OAHa’KABI TIOTIAAABIIIETr0 B Pa3AUYHEBIE IEPEAEAKH, C T030POM U3TOHSIBIIIEIOCs U3 CeHa-
Ta 1 TOOBIBABIIIETO TIOA CYAOM, €T0 He CAMIIIKOM IIyTaAO ouepepHOoe Pa3dupaTeAbCTBO. B KOoH-
11e KOHIIOB, cpear ceHaTopoB ObiAU Kpacc, Llezaps, Crunuon, Mapiiear, ABTpOHUU — He-
Y>KeAM OHM He CMOTYT BBI3BOAUTH COOOIIHMKA? CaMoe OOAbIIee, YTO eMy T'PO3UT — 3TO
BBICBIAKA U3 MTarum. MoskeT OBITh, TOJKM3HEeHHasd. BepAb 1 KaTUAMHY IPUTOBOPUAY K TOMY
>ke. OH IKOOBI OTIIPAaBUACS B MaCCUAUIO, @ caM 110 Aopore coexkaa K MaHAUIo...

ToAsiliKa ToKe CKAOHSACS K MBICAH, UYTO eMy OYAeT IpepAHa3HaueHo HeuTo IopA0OHOoe. A
OH, KOHEUHO >Ke, AIOOBIMU IIyTIMM TPOOepEeTCcI B DTPYPUIO U IPUMKHET K BoccTaBIIuM.
Torpa — Oeperuch Luiiepon!..

Ho ueM pOABIIIE 3aKAIOUEHHBIN CUAEA B JKAAKOM KOMHATYIIIKE, TeM TPEBOKHEU CTAHOBU-
AOCH y Hero Ha pylie. OH y>Ke He 04eHb BEPUA B 3aCTyIIHUUYeCcTBO Kpacca u Llesaps. 3auem
3THUM Ce0gAI00IIaM, B CaMOM AeAe, BEIPYYaTh KAKOTO-TO HEYAQUHUKA, IOCTOSHHO BAE3al0-
II[ero B TEMHBIE UCTOPUM? Aa K TOMY >Ke MeuTaloIllero o BAaAbldecTBe Hap PuMoM...

B KxaMopKe He OBINO OKOH, U /A€HTYA He 3HaA, CKOABKO BpeMeHU OH ITPOBEA 3paech. Ha He-
OOABIIIOM CTOAHMKE B YTAY FOpeAd AAMIIaAQ, @ PAAOM C HEM CTOSIA COCYA € MacAaoM. Koraa oro-
HeK HauWHaA KoAeOaThCs U IPUTYXaTh, Y3HUK IIOAXOAUA K HEMY, OpaA 3a TOPABIIIKO COCYA 1
TIOAAUBAA MacCAO B MEAHYIO IIAOIIKY, B KOTOPOU ITOMENIAACS AbHIHON (PUTHUAB. K TOXAE0Ke
OH A@’Ke He NPUTPOHYACS, TOABKO BBIIIMA HECKOABKO T'AOTKOB BUHA. A BBIIIUB, BCIIOMHUA
LleTtera. ToT copepsKancs IIOA apecToM B A0Me Apyroro nperopa — Ksunta KopHudunnus.
KakoBo emy Tam? KoHeuHo, LleTer rpy0 U TAyII, HO COUYTYT AW €TO BUHY MeHblIIe ¢ B Kakux
OBl KO3HAX M NIPECTYNIACHUSAX UX HU OOBUHSIAU — BCE PAaBHO AOAJKEH OBITh Cyp — 0Oe3 Hero
HeAb3s pelllaTh CYAbOY PUMCKOTIO IpaskpaHuHaA! ..

ABepb KaMOPKM paclaXHyAaCh — Ha Hopore BO3HUK ['ait CyAbBIUIUN.

— Yto? — cupocuna 'oadiika, mopAHMMasCh Ha HOTU. Ero 3apociiiee MeTUHOU AUIIO0, CBa-
ASIBIIIMECS BOAOCHI, U3MsITasl, HEOIIPSITHAs OAE€KAQ BBI3BIBAAU JKAAOCTh U COUYBCTBHE.

— BrIXOAM, — OTBOAS B3TASIA, HETPOMKO IIPUKa3aA IPeTop. Y3HUK CAeAaA ABa Illara eMy
HaBCTPeYy, @ HOTOM OCTAaHOBUACS. CyABIIUIIMYU NOBTOPHUA: — Beixoau. Tebs KAET KOHCYA.

— KoHcya?!.. — 3aroBopIIUK B3APOIHYA U OTCTYTIHA.

CaMble IPOTUBOPEUMBLIE MBICAM 3aKUIIEAU B ero roAoBe. MoykeT, cefidac eMy TopiKe-
CTBEHHO OOBIBAT IPOIeHUe U OTIIYCTAT Ha BCE YEeThIpe CTOPOHBI? XOTA BPIA AU... Toraa
3aueM cropa ssBuAcs caM Lluniepon? Hey>keAu oH pellnA IeperoBOPUThL C HUM C TAa3dy Ha
TAa3 M BBIICHUTH UTO-TO? AEHTYA C HAAEKAOM B3TASIHYA Ha IIPeTOopa U IO AUILY ero IMOHSA,
4TO AEAO IIAOXO.

— Yrto? Bcé? — eaBa CABIIIHO IPOAEIIeTaA OH.

CyABIUITUN YyTh 3@aMETHO ITOBEA TOADOPOAKOM.

B Kopupope 3acTydasu TBEpPABIE IIary, 3arpeMeao >keae3o. Kak Bo cHe, ['oasmika yBu-
A€A, 9TO B KOMHATY BOIIAU AIOJKHE AeTMOHEpEHI, 3BeHs pocrnexaMu. Ha ObIBIIero KOHCyAa
HaAEAM YBECHUCTHIE IelU U NOA PYKU BhIBEAU HapyKy. LIuiiepoH, OKpy>KEHHBI MHOTOYNC-
AEHHOU OXPaHOM, JKAAA €T0 BO ABOpPE.

Hapa ropopOM OyCKaAUCh XOAOAHBIE AeKaOpbCcKUe cyMepku. HeOoablllag KopeHacTas
durypa AeHTyAa B TEMHOM, IOMATON OAEKAE Ka3arach HaCTOABKO MEAKON M HUYTOXKHOH,
4yTO coOpaBuInecsd, U LluliepoH B TOM 4HCAe, He Cpa3y y3HaAHU €ro.

— CHUMUTE OKOBBI! — ADOTHYBIIMM I'OAOCOM IIPHKAa3aA I'AaBa roCcyAapCcTBa.

C mpecTyIlHUKa CHSIAM KaHAAABI M BBIBEAUM ero Ha yAuily. OHa OblAa 3alpy’keHa Hapo-
AOM. VIMeHUTHIe IaTpULluY, Oe3pOAHBIE TAeOe!r, OTIYIIEeHHUKY, padbl — BeCh PuUM coOpana-
cay poMa I'asg Cyabpnunus. M CTOMAO OPECTYIIHUKY OSABUTHCSA U3 BOPOT, KAK MHOTOTBICAY-
Had TOATIa MOAYA PaCCTYIHUAACh, M A@’Ke HU OAWH, XOTb KaKOM-TO 3BYK, He AOHECCS U3 COM-
KHYTBIX CTPaXoOM U 3aMelllaTEeABCTBOM YCT.

CAepOM IOKA3ancsl KOHCYA. YBUAA 3aCTHIBINYIO, OOOMAEBIIYIO TOAIY, LluliepoH BHY-
TpeHHe CXKaACd U MOXOAOAeA. THICAUM pacHIMPeHHBIX Y’KacOM T'Aa3, KaK 3aBOPOKEHHEIE,
CKOAB3WAU OT AUWIA IIPECTYITHUKA Ha AUIIO TAABBI TOCYAQPCTBA, CAOBHO CBA3bIBagd UX Ka-
KOU-TO HEBUAUMOM MUCTUYECKOM HUTHIO. LIUIIepOH TOJKe IMOUyBCTBOBAA 3Ty CBA3b, a OeA-
HBIN ['OASTIIKa, pa3Aa@BAEHHBIN U YHUUTOKEHHBIN, HETBEPAO IIaran 1o 0eCKOHEeYHOMY KOPHU-
AOPY MEe>KAY 3aMepIIUX B OllelIeHEHUU TOPOJKaH.

CoycruBmmucs ¢ [TarnaTUHCKOro XOAMa, OeCKOHeuHas 1 0e3MOABHAs YeAOBeuecKas peKa
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IIPOBOAMAQ IIPUTOBOPEHHOTO AO CaMBIX ABepel rAaBHOU TIOPbMEI — TyAAMaHyMaQ, A€ yoKe
HaXOAUAMCH TPOe APYIrux npectynHukoB — llerer, Kopueaunit u Baprynrei. Lluneposn Bo-
1m1éA caepoM. CepAlie ero To O0ellleHO KOAOTHUAOCH, TO ITIOUTH 3aMUPaA0, U KOHCYAY Ka3aA0Ch,
YTO OH BOT-BOT YMPET BMECTeE C OCY’KAEHHBIMMU.

U BOT rae-TO B caMOM A@AbHEM 3aCTeHKe Pa3paArCh CAABAEHHLBIe, 00Ae3HEeHHbIe BCKPHU-
KM — BHUAMMO, ITIaAad XOPOIIIO 3HaA CBOE AeAO, IIPUKaHuYMBasl KepPTBEI yMeAo U ObICcTpo. [1o
auny LlumepoHa KaTUAMCH XOAOAHBIE, OOMABHBIE KAllAY ITOTQ, @ 3aTeM B TEOPbMe HaCTyIIHAA
JKyTKasl HellepeHOoCHUMas TUIITUHA.

Apyrue y3HUKHW — NA€HHUKM U NIPECTYIIHUKY, CUAEBIINE TI0A 3aMKOM He OAUH A€Hb U
TOA U C OTYASHUEM JKAABIIME PEeIIeHnsd CBOeH yUYacTH — TOXKe 3aMepPAH, IIOHUMas, YTO TAe-
TO B TAYXOM 3aCTeHKe IIPePBAAUCH JKU3HU UX COOPATheB 110 HECYACThIO.

B y3koM moAyTEMHOM KOPUAOPE ITOSIBUAACH KpenKas yraoBaTasd purypa. Liumepon u ero
CTpa’ka B3APOTHYAM.

— Bcé... — BBICOKUM, Pe3KUM I'OAOCOM OO'BSIBUA I1aAQU.

KoHCyA TpephIBUCTO B3AOXHYA M MallIMHAABHO BBITEp HOT cO ADa. Emfé Hukoraa oH He
HUCIBITEIBAA TAKOTO BOAHeHUA. OH BHIIIIEA HAPYJKY U 3aMep. Bcda nmaolaab nmepea TIOPbMON
OBIAQ TECHO 3allOAHEeHa AtoaAbMU. Hap PuMoM yske oIlycTHAACh HOYb U CBET O€CYUCAECHHBIX
dakenoB, TOPEBIINX MATYIINMCSI OPaH>XeBBIM ITAaMeHeM, BpeMeHaMM BhIXBAThIBaA U3 Mpa-
Ka 3aMepllre B TPEBOKHOM OJKUAQHUHU AUIA U HACTOPOSKEHHBIE B3TAIABL. Llumepon Mrao-
BEHHO IIOHSIA, KAKUX CAOB BCe JKaKAYT YCABIIIATD, [IOAHSA PYKY U CKa3aA OTYETAUBO!

— Vixerunt.

YTo 03HAYaeT: OHU OTKUAM.

[Thomaab, CAOBHO OrpOoMHast, 0e3A0HHA4 reniepa, Boopaasa B cebsl 3TO KOPOTKoe Oe3pa-
AOCTHOE U3BeCTHe U BO3BPATHAA €er0 PaCKaTHUCTHIM, 0€3YMHBIM, OTAYIIAIOIINM 3XOM:

— A-a-a-al.. — peBeaa u 6eCHOBAAACH TOATIA.

AIOAU TIPBITAAU, pa3MaxmBaAu pakeaaMy, OOHMMAAUCH, IIAAKAAU, CMeSIAUCh... Ha Bcex
IIepeKpecTKax, B OKHaX, Ha YepeNHnUHbIX KPHIIIaX AOMOB F'OpeAr OTHH, CHOBaAU YeAoBeue-
ckue purypsl. [ToTpAcéHHBIE pUMASIHE — OT MaAa AO BeAWKa — OAAQrOAQpPUAM U CAABHUAU
CBOEro KOHCYAQ, CIIaCIIero CTpaHy OT HEMUHYYUX OeA U HAIlaCTeN...

A BOCHPAHYBIINYM AYyXOM KOHCYA MEAAEHHO I1eCTBOBAA B CBOeM TOP>KeCTBEHHOU TOTe,
yepes CUAY YABIOASACh U IIPUBETCTBYS BCEX...

Onuaor

A crrycTs ABaAIIaTh A€T, COBCEM KaK B M3BECTHBIX POMaHaX, KOTOpPble COUNHSIANCE ITOYTH
yepe3 ABE THICSUU A€T, IPOU30IINO CAeAyIollee: Mapk Tyaautt LlumepoH, mpoBo3raalles-
HBIM CEHATOM CIIaCUTEAEM M «OTIIOM OTE€UeCTBa», YKPBIBAACS B CBOEH 3aTOPOAHOM BUAAE OT
OecIoIaAHBIX YOUNI], TOAOCAQHHBIX €T0 3AeUIITNM BparoM MapkoM AHTOHUEM...

LlutiepoH OOABIIIe HUKOTAA He IMOAHMMAACS Ha BEPIINHY BAACTH, HO 3aCAYIKUA CAABY
CaMoOI'0 PEBHOCTHOI'O U AITEABHOTO e€ IpeAcTaBUTeAs . HUKTO He MOT yIIPEKHYTH €ro B aAd-
HOCTH, MCTUTEABHOCTH U CBOEKOPBICTUU. XOTsI OecCyAHast Ka3Hb HECKOABKMX PhSIHBIX 3ar0-
BOPIIIUKOB MHOTOTO €MY CTOUAQ...

Yepes Tpu ropa nocae ero KOHCyAbCcTBa KaaBauii [Tyabxp, cMeHuBIINN nM4g Ha Khropus,
CAEAAACS HAPOAHBIM TPUOYHOM M HEIIPUMUPUMBIM BparoM Llunepona. OH IPOBEA B ceHa-
Te 3aKOH, MMeHyeMbIl «O Ka3HAX rpakpaH». M corrnacHO 3TOMYy 3aKOHY, 3allpeliaBiieMy
Ka3Hb PUMCKOTI'O I'pa*kpaHMHA 0e3 0CO00ro pellleHus CyAd, U30PaHHOIO HEIIOCPEACTBEHHO
HapoAOM, CyAbOa LlullepoHa KpyTo U3MEHUAACh — OH BBIHY’KAEH ObIA TIOKMHYTH MTaauro...

Boapbllle ropa TPOBEA OH B U3THAHUM, BAAAU OT CeMbH, OT PMMa U CBOUX AFOOMMEBIX 3a-
HATUMN AuTepaTypol U cdurocodurein. TOABKO CTapaHUIMH HEMHOTUX APY3€el, B IIePBYIO
oyepepb — ATTHKa, LlunepoHa BCE-Taky BO3BPAlIalOT Ha POAUHY, TA€ MCTUTEABHBIE Bparu
YCIIeAU CPABHATH C 3eMAel eTo AOM. (Tak HaBepHsKa IOCTynuA Obl M KaTuAMHA, AQBHO IIO-
rudunm B 6010 C AeTHOHAMU MeTeAAa).

Lluniepon Cc TPyAOM BOCCT@HaBAWMBAET Pa3pYyIIEHHYIO BHUAAY — Tellepb OH >KMBET
Ha [TaraTMHe — BEICTyIAeT Iepep CeHATOM M HAapOAOM C OAArOAAPCTBEHHBIMHM pedaMu.
KaskeTcs, >)KM3Hb IIOCTEIIEHHO HaAa)KUBAETCS. S3HAMEHUTHIN OpaTop IO-IIpe>KHEMY aKTUBHO
y4acTBYeT B OOIIIeCTBEHHBIX AeAaX — 3alllUIllaeT B CyAe CBOUX COrpPa>kAaH, MUIIET U Iepe-
BOAUT KHUTQ, COYUHSAET CTUXMU. ..

Ho BoT BEIXOAUT Ha apeHy TpuyMBupaT Kpacca, Llesap4a u ITomnes. Cyap0a AOATO OAa-
roBoAUT K «BokectBeHHOMY» IOAMIO. OH CTaA B HATHIA pa3 «KOHCYAOM Oe3 Koaaern». Ha
IIpa3AHUKe AQTUHCKUX TOPOAOB Lle3aps IpuBeTCTBYIOT Kak Iapsd. Mapk AHTOHUM BO3Aara-
€T B CeHaTe Ha eT0 TOAOBY IJaPCKYIO KOPOHY...

Ho Bcero AuIib Mecar, apCTBOBAA CA@BHBIN IIOTOMOK OOTrMHU BeHeprl — IIOA yAapaMu
KUH>KAAOB 3arOBOPIIMKOB OH CKOHYAACS Ha ITIOAY CEHAaTCKOM KypuH. HeKoTophle U3 yOu1l,
yOeras, kpuuaam: «LJuriepon!..»

A cam LlutiepoH B 3TO BpeMs IPOKUBAA B 3aTOPOAHOM UMEHUM, COUNHSIS (PUAOCOPCKIE
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TPYABL M A@Basl YPOKU MOAOABIM IIpaBoBepaM. CeMelHasd >KU3Hb €r0 AaAd TPEUIMHy — OH
pasouréacs ¢ TepeHIue, IOXOPOHUA CBOIO AFOOMMYIO AOUb TYAAUIO, CKOPOIIOCTUIKHO Ke-
HUACS U BCKOPE Pa3BeACs C MOAOAOM JKEeHOM!. ..

B 3aroBope nnpoTus Lle3aps oH He y4acTBOBaA, XOTI APY’KUA CO MHOTMMU U3 €ro YOUMII,
Lluiepony TOraa UCIOAHUAOCH LIECTBAECAT ABA 'OAA. YCABIIIAB O TMOeAU y3yphnaropa u
Bpara pecnyOAuKH, OH cpa3y BepHyAcd B PuM. U aBuUACS B ceHaT.

OTOpPOCUB BCE CTPAaXU U COMHEHUS, TIOJKUAON 3aKOHOBEA, CO CTPACTBIO U ITBIAOM IOHOIIIU
OKYHYACS B KDOBOIIPOAUTHYIO CXBATKY Me>KAY CTOPOHHHUKAMU U IPOTUBHUKAMHU PECIIyOAU-
KU. TpU rAaBHBIX IIpeTEeHAEHTa Ha BEPXOBHYIO BAACTh B TOCYAAPCTBe — AHTOHUM, A\elup U
OKTaBHaH — Ka’KABIU IIO0-CBOEMY, YAQYHO IIOAB30BAAUCH COBETAMH M IIOMOIIIBIO OIIBITHOTO
HACTaBHUKQ, @ II0OTOM, CTOBOPUBIINCEH, IIpepasn ero. CTpaHa BHOBb OKYHYAACh B CMYTy U
Xaoc, Kak 3TO OBIAO Korpa-To npu CyAne...

B cnucku «HeOAarOHAAEKHBIX» TONaA M LIuilepoH, IpUuYeM ero UMs CTOSIAO IEePBHIM.
CoBepUIUBIINNCS IePEBOPOT TpeOOBaA HElIPpeMeHHbIX JKePTB, 3HAUUTEABHBIX ¥ 3HAKOBBIX,
YTOOBI OCTABIINECS B JKUBBIX IOMHUAU U 3HAAU — IIYTh K CBOOOAE OTpe3aH...

OOBsIBAGHHBIM BHe 3aKoHa LIuilepoH CKpBIBAACI B OAHOM M3 CBOUX HUMEHUU BMe-
cre ¢ OparoM KBuHTOM M ero celHOM. OHM HaMepeBaAUCh OeyXaTb K FAaBHOMY yOUUIle
Llezapa — BpyTty, cobpaBuiemy Bolicko B MakepoHUM. TaM >Ke HaXOAUACS ChIH Lluriepona
Mapk...

BpaTbs ObIAM HaNlyraHbl U pacTepsHbl. OHM pelunAu AOOPAThCSI A0 KPOXOTHOTO IOPO-
AMIIKM ACTYpHI, HaHATh TaM KOPaOAb U OTHABITH B MakepoHMIO. Bech ITyTh A0 MOPCKOTO
mobepeskbsi 00a, He IlepecTaBas, IAaKaAU U TOPEeBaAU, @ KOTAQ AOOPAANCH AO Ha3HAUYEHHOT'O
MecTa, KBUHT BCIIOMHUA, YTO OCTaBUA AOMA BCe AeHbru. Y Lluiiepona ux OBIAO B 00pe3, u
TOTAQ MAQAIIINM OpaT IPEAAOIKHUA CAEAVIOIlee: OH BEPHETCS B UX POAHOM AOM B ApIIUHE, 3a-
OepéT TaM BCE, 4TO BO3MOJKHO, U AOTOHUT CTapIlero. beIBIINY KOHCYA cOTAACUACA. bpaTtesa
3apbIAAAM, KPEIIKO OOHABIINUCE. [INneMAHHUK U ceKpeTapsb Llunepona TUPOH, HAOAIOAQS OTY
CIIeHY, TOXKe IIPOCAE3UAUCH. BoAbIIIe OpaThs He YBUAEAUCK...

B ropoake Actype LluiiepoH HaHSA CyAHO, IIOTPY3UACS Ha HErO BMECTe C CeKpeTapeM
u cayramu. KopabeabIIUKY IIOAHSAAU [IapyC — MOpe OBIAO CIIOKOMHBIM, BeTep MOIIYTHBIM,
1 HavyaA0 AOATOTO MAaBaHUS He IIpeABeIaro Huuero AypHoro. Ho potiag Ao OAmsKkaiiiiero
MBICQ, IIPO3BAHHOTO MBICOM Lluplien, M3rHAHHUK COLIEA Ha Oeper M IIpUKa3aA AOCTAaBUTH
ero B Pum. CekpeTapb U CAYTH He IOCMEAUN OCAYIIAThCA. ..

BoApY3UB pyYKH HOCUAOK cebe Ha MAeYY, OHU OYTU IATh YaCOB HECAM ITaTPOHA K CTO-
autie. OH TO ApeMaAa, TO B3ABIXaA U XMYPHUACS. HeTBepTh NyTH ObIAA TPOMAEHA, OAHAKO CBEp-
Xy paspancs TpoMKui roroc: « Croite!» HOCUABIIIUKY OCTAHOBUANC.

— CBopauuBaiiTe BAEBO.

— Kyaa? — cnpocua Tupos.

— K mopto.

Baaneke BUpAHEAUCH AOMUKU ACTYpHlL. PaObl MOMEHSAAUCH MeCTaMu, YTOObl OOAETYUTH
HaTPy’KeHHBIE IINeUH U IIOHECAU XO35MHA, KyAd IIPUKAa3aHo.

B Actype Llunepon npoBea 0GeCIOKOMHYIO, KOIIMapHyIO, 6€CCOHHYIO HOYb. 3aBTpa
YTPOM OH BCE-TaKu BepHeTcd B PumM, TalilkoMm npoOepéTtcsa B AooM OKTaBHaHa U YOLET cebs Ha
€ro raasax, YToOBI TOTO 3aMYUYMAU AYXHY 3Aa U MIIIE€HUA. ..

OAHAKO C BOCXOAOM COAHIIA LInIiepoH NpruKa3an HaHATb HOBBIM KOPAOAB 1 OIISATH OTIIPA-
BUACS Ha IOTO-BOCTOK, HaMepeBasiCh OOOTHYTH «HOCOK» UTAABIHCKOTO CAIlO’KKa U MOTACTh
B AppuaTuueckoe Mmope. A IIPpeoAOAEB ero, 6eraer] CMoT OBl AOOPAThCS A0 MaKeAOHUH, TAE
HaXOAUACS €TO CHIH...

Mope OBIAO CIOKOMHBIM, KaK BCeraa B AeKadpe, AeTKUN Op13 HAIOAHSA ITapyca HeOOAb-
IIIOTO CyAHA. Briepeau nmokasaacs MeIc Llupren, u CyA€HBIIIKO OAQTOTIOAYYHO OOOTHYAO €ro,
OKa3aBUINCh B TUXOM 3aruBe KaleTel. Tenepb Hy>KHO Aep>KaTh KypC Ha HEOOABIIIOU MBICOK,
KOTOPHIN ToKe HasbiBaacs KatieTol. KopaOAb MOUTH AOCTUT €ro, HO M3 KPBITHIX HOCUAOK
IIOKAa3aA0Ch XYAO€, U3MOXKAEHHOE AUIIO U TPO3BYyYaA IPHUKa3:

— IabiBuTe K Gepery!..

KopabeAbyK He ToOCMeA OCAyIIAThCA. [1o KpyThIM, IaTKUM CXOAHSIM M3THaHHUKA Oe-
PEe>XHO IIepeHEeCAU Ha TBEPAYIO 3eMAIO. TPYAHO CKa3aTh, II0OUEMY OH U3MEHUA HEAQBHEE pe-
IIeHUe — BO3MOJKHO, YOOSIACS AOATOrO, He0e30IIaCHOTO IIyTeIIeCTBHUs, BeAb 3HAMEHUTHIN
OpaTop He AIOOUA U OCTeperacsa MOPCKOU CTUXUU. VAW IIPOCTO yCTaA BOeBaTh C CyABOOM?..

Ha Gepery cTosaa HeOOABIIasA ycapb0a, MpuHapaeskaiasa Lunepory. CAyTr BO rAaBe ¢
TUPOHOM OTHECAU XO35IMHA B CHAABHIO, YAOJKUAN Ha KPOBATh ¥ OCTaBUAU OAHOTO. OH ITOYTH
HUYero He 3aMevdaiA BOKPYT. PaObl 1 OTHYIIIeHHUKU Pa3opeArCh [0 AOMY...

TupoH Kakoe-TO BpeMs HaXOAUACS BMeCTe C IaTPOHOM, CUASA BO3AE€ KPOBATHU U C COCTPA-
AAQHMEM TASIAA HA €T0 JKAAKYIO, CKPIOUeHHYIO Purypy. OH ObIA HAa TPU 'OAQ MOAOJKE XO35IMHA
U MOHUMaA My4YeHUs cTapuka. L{uriepoH, Kak B 03HOOe, YKPBIACS C TOAOBOM MAAIIOM U He
mmeBeArAcd. CeKpeTapio IIOKa3aA0Ch, UTO TOT Aa’Ke He ABIIINUT, HO BAPYT IIAQIL OTKUHYACH,
XO35UH IIOBEPHYA TOAOBY U ITOKa3aA B3TAsAOM: «Mau!» TUPOH MOAHSACS U BEHIIIEA...
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Ha yanie paspaBaroCh TPEBOKHOE KapKaHbe BOPOH. CeKpeTaph, IOYYysIB HEAAAHOE,
3acIelInA K BeIXoAy. Hepaneko oT ycapbObl HaXOAUACS HEOOABIION XpaM AIIOAAOHA, TAE
IIOCTOSTHHO OOUTAAU 3TU CTOPOJKKUE IITUITEL. HaBCcTpeuy eMy AeTea ITepellyraHHBINA CAyTa:

— AIOAU UAYT OT MBICA!

— 3oBu Bcex! — TupoH OpocuAcs B ciaabHIO. [IpubeskaBIiie CAeAOM pabbl B CyMaTOXe
OKPYKUAU XO39UHA. — bepuTe HOCUAKU... — PACIOPSAAUACS CEKPETaph.

LluiiepoH ¢ TPyAOM OTKPBIA TAd3a. Kazaaock, OH BEepHYACS HEBEAOMO OTKYAAQ U He TIOHU-
MaA, YTO MIPOUCXOAUT. Ero OBICTPO ITepecapuAUd B OTKPLITHIE HOCUAKHU M BBIHECAU M3 AOMa.
[Ilarax B TpeXcTax y’Ke CABIIIAAUCH TOAOCA U TOMOT TSIKEABIX II1arOB.

— CnyckanTech K Mopio!.. — mpukKa3anr TUPOH U KUBHYA TPOMKe paboB: — A BEHI CO
MHOM!..

LluniepoH, y>XKe IPUAL B ce0s1, MOAYA HAOAIOAQA, KaK YeTBEPO CAYT YXBATUAU PYUYKH HO-
CHAOK Y 9yTh 3aMETHOU TPOIIMHKOU YCTPEMUANCE BHU3 IO CKAOHY. BepHEIlt TUPOH € Tpemsa
pabaMu CBEpHYA HAIIPaBo, JKeAast COUTB IIOTOHIO CO CACAQ...

BoenHsiti TpubyH [Nonuauii, eHTypUoH ['epeHHUN U ABa AeCSATKA COAAQT CIIEIIUAU K
BHUAAE.

— Tam HuKOrOo!.. — IATEPKA AeTMOHEPOB C OOHA)KEHHBIMU MedaMU OBICTPO O0IIapuAa
BECh AOM.

— KoMaHAUpP! — OAMH M3 COAAQT IPUCEA Ha KOPTOYKU. — TYT KTO-TO OCTaBHUA CBEXKUE
CAEABL...

I'epeHHMU B 3TO BpeMs OCMaTPUBaA FAYXYyI0 TPOIIMHKY, BEAYIILYIO K MOpro. ['ycToi Tep-
HOBHHUK II0 00€ CTOPOHBI OBIA MECTaMU OOAOMAaH.

— OHYU, HaBepHOE, PA3AEAUAUCE... — [IEHTYPUOH C MUHYTY pa3MBIIIAIA. — PazaeamMcs
U MBI THI CTyIIal TyA@... — OH IOKa3aA HalpaBo. — A f... — U JKeCTOM II03BaB AECSATOK Ae-
TMOHEPOB, AMXOU [[EHTYPHUOH OPOCHUACH B IIOTOHIO. ..

Kycrapauk 3akoHYUACS. CAYTH, TSI’KeAO AbINA, BHIHECAU M3THaHHUKA Ha KPOMKY Oe-
pera. B moAyCcOTHe 1IaroB A€HUBO IIAECKAAOCh Mope. LlullepoH orasgaeacsa. Ao OyXThI OBIAO
IIoAdYaca XOAy — TaM, TECHO NPHJKABIIMCh APYT K APY’KKe, CTOSAM Ha IIPUKOAE CyAd — a
C3aAU y’Ke CABIIIAACS TPECK BETBEH, 3BOH KeAe3a U pasropssueHHOe AbIXaHUe. ..

— Croiite! — npukasan pabam Lutiepon. — OnycTuTe MeH4...

CoapaTaM, APY’KHO BBICHIIIABIIMM Ha Oeper, IpeAcTara CTpaHHAsg KapTHUHA: 4YeTBepo
CMepTeAbHO UCIIyTaHHBIX MY’KUMH CTOSIAU BO3A€ OTKPBITHIX HOCHAOK, a B HUX CUAEA U3MO-
SKAEHHBIM, HEPAIIAUBO OAETHIN CEAOBAACHIN CTAPUK U, IIOATIEPEB A€BOIO PYKOIO IIeTUHU-
CTBIA TOAOOPOAOK, IIPUCTAABHO CMOTPEA Ha IIPeCAeAOBaTeAEH.

Aermonepsl HEBOABHO cOaBUAHU war. LleHTyproH ['epeHHN, KOTOPOr'O IPOCAGBACHHBINU
OpaTOpP KOTAA-TO YCIIEIIHO 3allJUTHA B CyA€ OT OOBUHEHMH B OTI[eyOUNUCTBe, HEIPHYA 3@ CIIU-
HBI coapaT. Ho LluniepoH ycnea 3aMeTUTh ero.

— Cropa, BeTepaH! — IpoKpHYaA CTpapaiel] HaCMEeIIAUBBIM, HO TBEPABIM TOAOCOM. —
W ecan TBHI XOPOIIIO yMeeIlb 3TO — PyOu!.. — OH BBITIHYA XYAYIO III€F0 U HAKAOHUA CEAYIO
TOAOBY, CA€AAB BUA, OYATO He Y3HAA HETOASAS, YTOOBI OOAETYUTh eMy TPYA U ceOe KOHYUHY...

[MToTpsicénHble pabbl OTBEPHYAUCH. OTBEPHYAUCH U COAAATHL. A OpaBBIM IJeHTYPUOH,
33ABIXasACh OT y’Kacalolllel MMyCTOTHI B TOAOBE M CePAlle, HEAOBKO ITOACKOUYUA U NIPUBLIYHO
B3MaxXHyA MEUYOM...

Tak 3aKOHYUA CBOIO 3eMHYIO XU3Hb Mapk Tyaauit Lluiiepor — nmpocAraBA€HHBIN Opa-
TOp, IIpaBoBep, PUAOCOd U XYAOKHHK CAOB@, KOTOPOTO OAHA’KABI HAarPAAUAM TUTYAOM
«OTIIa OTEYECTBa»...

F'oroBy yburoro poocraBuan Mapky AnToHuUIo. Ero xena OyAbBHsA, OBIBILIAS KOTAQ-TO
3amMyskeM 3a KropneM, nckoaronra OyAa@BKOU SI3BIK OPATOPa, @ IOTOM F'OAOBY BBICTABMAM Ha
®dopyMe, TaM, rAe OOBIYHO BBICTYIIAA IOKOMHBIM. ..

W no 6ecnpucTpacTHOMY CBUAETEABCTBY COBPEMEHHUKOB — IIOCMOTPETH Ha CTPAIIHBIN
Tpodelt coOuparoch OOABIIIE HAPOAY, YeM KOTAQ-TO ITOCAYIIATh >KUBOTO LluiiepoHa...



