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Baapumup BACUAMHEHKO

N3MEHHHNK
PYCCKOTO LJAPS]

XpPOHUKA IIpepaTeAbCTBA

HcTropruyecruii pomaH
(?KypHaabHBIU BapuaHm)

Ho ecmb ewjé gas Hac HagesXgbl:
Komy 6exxampb, pewium 3apsi.
YMoAK u 3aKpblBaem BeK(ghbl
H3mennuxk pycckoro yaps.

A. lNywkuH, Jloamasa»

[Toro>xum AeTHUM BOCKpecHBIM yTpoM 1707 ropa B ropoake baTtypuHe (AeBoOepeskHas
Manopoccus) nepep OOABIIION COOOPHOM IePKOBBIO CTOAIMACS HApPOA: Ka3aKU B HOBBLIX
KadTaHax, IIMPOYEHHBIX IITapoBapax, Calorax U namnaxax, Ka3auykM B PACIIUTHIX COPOYKaX,
}00KaxX U C IIBETHBIMU A€HTAMU B BOAOCAX IITyMEAM, CMEeSIAUCH, Ay3TaAll CeMeUKU... BupHo
OBINO TIO BCEMY, UTO JKUTEAN COOPAANCH He Ha YTPEHHIOIO MOAUTBY UAM alIOCTOABCKHE UTe-
HUS, @ Ha [IBIITHOe TOp>KecTBOo. Ero okupanue, KaXkeTcsl, KAYOUAOCH B AeTHEM, 6e3MsTexX-
HOM Bo3Ayxe. HakoHell pa3paaruck rpoMkue Kpuku: «EayTs! EAyTB!»

[MosiBUAMCH BEPXOBBIE HAa POCABIX FHEABIX apraMakaX, Pa3oAeThie B AOPOTHe ITOABCKUE
KYHTYIIIN C OTKMAHBIMM PyKaBaMU M PLICBUMU IIalIKaMy Ha roaoBax. CypoBO, HEABHIKUMO
TASIAS TIPSIMO TIepeA COO0M, OHM AeTOHBKO HaXAECTBIBAAU AOIIaAeH, He oOpalliasi BHUMaHUSA
Ha ToAmy. [ToceIlancs rOBOPOK:

— ApBeITeCch! ABIBEITECH!.. L3 reTManCckUe ceparoku!.. HucTeie Asxul!..

CAepoM 3a TeTMaHCKOM OXpaHOU MOABUAACH POCKOINHAS KapeTa, 3alpssKEeHHas Iie-
CTEepHEN. B ToATIe BO3TAQCHL:

— Yu cam rermaHn?.. Masena?.. Kyaet Tebe!.. Lo >)keHux ¢ HeBecTOI! ..

Hapop npeaynipepuTeAbHO paccTynuacs. OXxpaHa U KapeTa IOAbeXaAu K IalepTH, rak-
AYKU, CTOSIBIIIME HA 3alITKaX, CIIPBITHYAN Ha3eMb M PACIIaXHYAU ABEPIILI. A B 9TO BpeMs K
COOOPY NPUOAMIKAETCS el OAUH AOPOTOM sKunax. TyT Bce coOpaBIInecs pa3oM IIOHUMa-
IOT, KOTO OH AOCTaBUA, M CHUMAIOT IIalKU...

W3 mepBO# KapeThl HEAOBKO BBIOMPAIOTCS JKEHUX C HEBECTOMN: OH B OAECTSIIEM ITOAD-
CKOM Ka()TaHe, OHA B HAPIAHOU OAEKAE 3HATHOM YKPAUHCKOU ITaHeHKU. CpeAr 3eBax Iile-
IOTOK: «LIao crapuras poouka KouyGesd... AHHA...» — «AKeHuX KTo?.. — «[IrneMsSHHUK reTMa-
Ha... OOUAOBCKUH...» — «Asax?» — «Moxe, 1 AsX... buc ero 3uaer...»

W3 Apyroro skuma’ka Ioa pykKu 0epeskKHO BBICAa’)KUBAIOT CTaporo rertMaHa. Kasaku u ka-
3a@UKM IIOKOPHO KAaHsAIOTCA B nosic MiBany Maszene. CAepOM 3a HUM ITOKA3bIBA€TCS TeHe-
PanrbHBIN cyabs Bacuanit Kouy0Oel, ero >keHa U MAaaliag Aoyb MaTpéHa. 2KeHuxa 1 HeBeCTy
BCTpeYaeT y BXOAA CBANIEHHUK C KPECTOM U ITaHUKaAUAOM. OH 0OKypUBaeT OpadyIomIuxcs
AQAQHOM, AQET IIPUAOJKUTHCS KO KPEeCTy U BEAET UX B XpaM. ['eTMaH U POAUTEAN HallpaBAs-
IOTCS CAEAOM, OAHAKO K aATapIO MOAOABIX IIOABOAAT IIOCA>KEHHBIE MaTh 1 oTell, a Kouybeil u
€ro >KeHa OCTalOTCSI B CTOPOHE...

LlepkoBHBIE CAY>KKHU BOAPY’KAlOT Haj FOAOBAMM JKeHHUXAa U HEBECTHI 30A0ThIe BEHIIbI, U
CBAIIIEHHUK TOPKECTBEHHO BO3TAAIIIAeT:

— Chaepytite 'ocriopy, 4apa MOH, U JKUBUTE B AFOOBHU, KAK XPUCTOC BO3AIOOUA HAC U IIpe-
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MaA ceDs 3a HaC, B IPUHOIIEHUE U J)KepPTBY BceBEIIIIHEMY, TOAOOHO AaAaHY... A OAYA U BCS-
Kasl CKBepHa U AI0OOCTsI)KaHNe He AOAKHBI Aa’Ke CMYIIATh Bac, KaK MCTUHHO BEPYIOIIUX. ..

HoBoOpauHble HCTOBO KPeCTATCs. TOABKO >KEHUX eABa He AeAAET 3TO 110 KaTOAMYEeCKOMY
0OpsAY (CAeBa HApaBo), HO BOBpeMs CIIOXBAThIBaeTCd. ['eTMaH, CTOAIINUI HAaITPOTUB MOAO-
ABIX, YCMEXaeTCs B CeAble YCBL. 1 HeBOABHO BCIIOMUHAET HEOOABIIIOU IIPUABOPHBIM KOCTEA
B KOPOAEBCKOM ABOpIie BapiiiaBhl 1 ce04, leCTHAAIIQTUAETHETO Mayka, CTOSIIEero Cpeau Ko-
POAEBCKOMU YeAdAH.... CTapUK-KCEHA3 IPOU3HOCUT CAOBA TAABHOU MOAUTBEL:

— Ave, Maria, Regina Coeli!..

[Mpuxos>xaHe kpectarca. FOubI Ma3zena Toske oceHsieT ce0s KpeCcTOM, HO IO ITPaBOCAAB-
HOMY, @ €T0O IIOABCKUH POBECHUK 3A0 U I3BUTEABHO IIIeITYeT:

— TbI uTO Aeraeltb, XoxoA?! He komyHCTBYH! ..

[MTa>k cepauTO KOCUTCS Ha HETO, HO TYT ke ucupasaseTcs. Cocepu oCyr>Kparollle Iepe-
TASIABIBAIOTCS. ..

BaTypuHCKUU CBAILIEHHUK, MEJKAY TEM, 3aBepllaeT OOpsA BEHUaHU:

— M nmoceMy OCTaBUT YEAOBEK OTIIa CBOETO U MAaTh CBOIO M IIPUAEINMTCS K JKeHe CBOeH,
U OyAyT ABO€E OAHA ITAOTh...

Kouybeii u ero cynpyra yMUAUTEABHO CMOTPAT Ha CTAPUIYIO AOYB M 34T, a CTAPbIMI I'eT-
MaH OCTOPOJKHO IIEPEBOAUT B3TASIA Ha CTOSIIIYIO IIOAAE HEero I0HYI0 MaTpéHy, CBOIO KpecT-
Huny. OHa, 3aMeTUB ero B3TASA, 3aPAEBIINCH, OITyCKaeT rOAOBY. CBAIEeHHUK:!

— U xakpBIM U3 Bac A IIOAIOOUT CBOIO JKEHY, KaK CaMOro ce0s, a JKeHa Ad YOOUTCHA
CBOETO My’Ka... — C 3TUMM CAOBAMHU OH TPUKABL OOBOAUT MOAOABIX BOKPYT aHarosd. Hapoa,
TEeCHO 3aTIOAHUBIITHMN COOOP, COTAACHO M OAOOPUTEABHO HAOAIOAQET 38 OPauyHOU IlepeMOHM-
e, KpeCTACh U IepelIeNThIBAsCh...

3aTo TOAIIQ, OCTABIIASICS 3@ CTEHAMHU XpaMa, BEAET cedsi Topa3p0 CBOOOAHEN U BOABHEH:
AeBYaTa M KeHIIUHBI 3aA0PHO, BECEAO CMEIOTCS, AY3raloT CEMEUKH, IIOATYASBIINE Ka3akKu
CHOPST U OPAHSATCS, KOe-KTO Aa’Ke IIBITAeTCs 3aTASIHYTh BHYTPb AOPOTUX dKUIIaKe! U IIOAY-
4aeT XAECTKUU YAAP HMAETBIO OT CYPOBOM OXpaHbL. MOAOAOU Ka3aK, OTBEAABIINNU HAaralKH,
HEeYKAIOJKe IIOYECHIBAETCH.

— o, xromde, AOKAQBCSI TeTMaHCKOTO T'OCTUHIIa?.. — CMeETCs IIOJKUAOU XYTOPSHUH,
— lNoroapu TpOWIKYM, MOCKAAU T303 I'yllle OTCHIIAIOT...

— A MOXXe, AdXU? — He COTAQIIAeTCsd COCeA.

— Slkue Asixu?.. — BMelIMBaeTCs TpeTuil. — TOoro 1 rAsiaAM — IIBEABI CIOABI HAaTPSIHYTH!
Topp! yceM Kpati... Ock mobauure...

OKa3zaBUIUUCSI MOOAU30CTU CEPAIOK BBITATHMBAET €ro pPeMEéHHOM NAeThbio. Kazak XBa-
TaeTcs 3a cCabA0, K HEMY MUI'OM IIOAAETAIOT Apyrue. CTpaska ToKe Oepércd 3a OpysKue, u
BOT-BOT 'OTOBO BCIIBIXHYTh HacCToOslIlee TOOOUIIE, HO Ha IOPOre XpaMa BO3HUKAIOT (DUTYPHL
>KeHnXa ¥ HEBECTHI...

Mx mosiBAeHHEe pa3oM CMUpPseT BCe CKAOKHU U paspophbl. EABa Kacasich AQAOHSIMU APYT
APYyTa, OHU MEAAEHHO CITYCKAIOTCS IO CTYIeHSM, M BOKPYT IOAHUMAaEeTCsI BOCTOP KEHHBIN
I'yA B ponoT. Pasparorca kpuku: «Aro6o! Arobo!»

MOAOABIX IIEAPO OCHIIAIOT CEMeHaMU AbHA U MIIeHUIIH. AeBUaTa 1 JKeHIITMHBI 3aBOASIT
BeAWYaAbHBIE U 3a3ApaBHBIe TecHU. CAeAOM 3@ HOBOOPAUHBEIMU UAET yeTa KouybOeeB U ret-
MaH, BMeCTe CO CBoel KpecTHuIelt MaTpénoii. OHa B CMYIIleHUU He IOAHUMAeT TAa3s...

[Top, oOmmii ITyM ¥ TOMOH JKEHUX C HEBECTOM pa3MelaroTcda B KapeTe. Bo BTOpou 5Ku-
IIa’K, IIOA PYKH, Oepe’KHO yCa)KUBAIOT CTAPOro TeTMaHa, 3aTeM TyAd Ke IOAHMMAIOTCS po-
AUTEAM HEBECTHI U MAAAIIAsA A0Yb. CepAIOKU TECHO OKPY’KalOT 00e KapeTkl, AUXue Ky4dephl
3BOHKO IIIEAKAIOT OMYaMHy, U OAeCTAIasA KaBaAbKaAQ, YOBICTPSASI XOA, TOP’KECTBEHHO OThE3-
>KaeT oT XxpaMa. Hapoa BOCTOpP>K€HHO IIyMUT...

OTBexaB Ha MIOABEPCTHL OT XpaMa, JKeHUX POOKO OOHMMAaeT HEBECTY, IIBITasgCh BO BpeM4
0eCIOpPSAOUYHOM CKAQYKU XOTh KaK-TO IOLEAOBATh €€, HO TIIETHO. A B reTMaHCKOU KapeTe
BCE AOCTOMHO U MUpHO. HeTa KouybGeeB CUAUT IO OAHY CTOPOHY, a caM Mas3sela pacloAo-
JKUACS HAaIPOTUB, PIAOM CO CBOEU KpecTHUIleN. BceM CBOMM BUAOM MAAOPOCCUMCKUU BAA-
AbIKa AQET IOHSTh, YTO OH HECKa3aHHO YTOMMACS OT HepaBHEH IepeMOHUM. ..

'Aa3a ero 3akphITh], IAE€UM OINYIEHBl, TOAOBA CKAOHUAACH K IIpaBoMy Iaeuy. Cympyra
KouyGes TalilkOM TOAKAeT B OOK My’Ka. [ €HepaAbHBIN CyABbs CKAIIMBAET Ha Heé raasa. OHa
IIOKAa3bIBAET B3TAIAOM Ha MAGALIYIO AOYBb U eé cocepa. CTapblid reTMaH CAMIIKOM OAM3KO,
IIOYTH BIIAOTHYIO IIPUJKAACS K IOHOM KPeCTHUIIE, U ero IIpaBas PyKa eABa He AerAd Ha AeBU-
ube 0eApo...

Kouyb6ei1 ocTOpOXHO TOKaIAUBaeT. Masena Ha CeKyHAY IIPUOTKPBIBAET TS KEABLE BEKU,
HEAOBOABHO XMYPUTCS U UyTh OTCTpPaHsAeTCcs. BHOBb 3aKphIBaeT raasa. [lepep ero MbeICAEH-
HBIM B30POM BO3HMKAIOT KAPTUHBI AGBHET'O MPOIIAOTO: OH — IOHBIN MaX — UAET ABOPIIO-
BBIM KOPHAOPOM, @ HABCTPEUYy €My ABUKETCS KyUKa IIOABCKOM KOPOAEBCKOM YEASAU. ..

— Lo, moraHbI#i XOXOA! — BLIKPUKUBAET OAUH 13 Heé. — HusgK He MOoXXelllb 3a0bITh CBOE
BOHIOUee CTOUAO?! — OH oOopaumBaeTcs K Apy’KKaM. — ['alipa, MOChIIaHe, OKyHEM eTo 1o
IIIelo B HaBO3... Tam eMy u MecTo!..
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XOAOIBI OKPYJKAIOT a’kKa, NBITasACh COUTE ero ¢ Hor. Ho crouT Ma3sene BEIXBATUTH U3
HOJKEH IIIAary, Kak AMKHUM I'BaAT ITOTPsICAeT KOPOAEBCKUE ITIOKOU:

— OH oO0Ha)XUA KAMHOK!.. OT0 npecTynreHue!.. XoX0OA HapyIIMA KOPOAEBCKUN yKa3!
Baarsb erol..

Co Bcex CTOPOH Ha I0HOro Masely HabpachlBaeTcs ABOPLIOBas IIPUCAYTA, €ro 00e30py-
SKUBAIOT, CBA3bIBAIOT U YBOAMAT...

KapeTa moHeMHOTI'y 3aMepAsIeT XOA, @ CHAPY KU AOHOCATCS IIPUBETCTBEHHBIE BO3TAACHL
leTMaH OTKpPBIBAET rAa3a. DKUIIAK IPUOBIA B €I0 IIOMECTHE. ..

2

A 3a Toicaum BEépcT oT Manropoccun, B ropoae Aetinnure (CakCOHUS), TA€ HaXOAUTCSI
pe3upeHIusg MBeACKoro Kopoas Kapaa XII, Bcé TUX0 U cTOKOMHO. B mpocTopHOM KabuHeTe
KOPOAB U LIBEACKHE reHepaAbl AGAOBUTO CKAOHUAUCH Hap KapTou EBponbl. Kapa crpamiu-
BaeT y TeHepan-aAbloTaHTa Kanudepa:

— T'ae celiuac HaxopUTCS pycckui apb?¢ OH no-npe>xHeMy B beaopyccun?..

Kanudep nokasslBaeT HUPKyAEM:

— I'lo mouM cBepenuam, Baire BeanuecTBo, oH U3 Bearopyccun npuexan B [Toablry. Bot
CIOAQ, B TOPOAOK ATOOAUH...

Kapa HacTolumBO nepecrpamninBaeT:

— CKOABKO 3TO MUAB OT AeHUNIINTa, eCAU CUNTATD 10 IIPSIMOM?..

Kanudep:

— I'lpumMmepHO yeThIpecTa naTbAeCaT, Balte BeanuecTBo...

Kopoab TpeboBaTeAbHO:

— Heo0OxoauMO OBI 3HATH, 4YTO €MY TaM HY>KHO U KyAQ OH ABUHETCS AQABIIIe?..

Apyroiu remepan — lllnappe — IOSCHSET:

— S "He pAyMaro, Baire BeanuecTBo, uto [16Tp ONMAET HaM HaBCTpedy, OCTaBUB y cels B
TBIAY OeclTOKOUHYIO [Toabmry...

[Tnappe nopaep>kuBaeT reaepan Llannnendax:

— MHe ToyKe TaK KakeTcs... TeM Ooaee UTO AUTOBCKUY reHepar CUHSIBCKUM Mepeniéa
Ha HAIIly CTOPOHY C TPeM4 THICIYaMM COAAQAT...

Kapa AOBOABHO BOCKAMIIAET:

— Avuro ITérp? On 3HaeT 06 aToM?!..

HTAunmenb6ax 03a004eHHO KayaeT TOAOBOU:

— IMo HammMM cBeAeHUSIM, OH OTIIPaBHA 3@ HUM BAOTOHKY reHepana boypa...

Ho Kanudep nopxBaTbiBaeT:

— HecmoTpsg Ha HekoTOpEIN yenex naps [letpa, emy, Bamnte BeanuecTBo, HUKaK He yaa-
€Tcst coOpaTh BCE CUABL B EAUHBIN KYAaK...

Kapa, rAsipg Ha reHepanoB, OAOOPUTEABHO YABIOAETCS:

— W npekpacuo! Toraa g cam NorAy eMy HaBCTPeuy U pa3o0bio ero, B KOHIle KOHIOB!
BocbMo1i roa BOMHA TIHETCSI, CKOABKO MOYKHO?!..

B KaOuHeT BXOAUT AeKYPHEIN odurep:

— Bartre BeAnuecTBO, MOABCKUM KOPOAB TPOCUT ayAUEHIUMN. ..

Kapa HeTepuieanBo Opocaer:

— Tax mycTb BOUAET! S AaBHO KAy €ro...

Odutiep CKpLIBAETCS 3a ABEPHIO, U B KAOUHETE TTOSIBASIETCS TTOABCKUN KOPOAL CTaHuC-
AaB AemuHckui. OH IBHO CKOBaH U HAIIPS>KEH. AT0Oe3HO packaaHuBaeTcs ¢ KapaoMm u ero
okpy>XeHueM. lIIBepACKUI MOHApPX, BUAA aCMypPHOE AUIIO CBOEro COIO3HUKA, CHUCXOAU-
TeABHO YABIOAeTCS:

— Yo, poporoit CTaHNCAAB, BHOBb AyPHBIE BeCTH? [['OBOpUTE, MBI CAYIIIAEM. ..

AeNMHCKUY B3ABIXaeT U IOKUMaeT IIAeUaMu:

— Pumckuil nana He TpU3HaA MeHs raaBoio Peuu [TocnoAuTO . ..

— Hy, u uro u3 atoro?.. Kak u3BecTHO, BaC IPU3HAAU BalllU TOAAAHHBIE, Pa3Be 3TOrO
HepocTaTouHO ¢! UTo BaM A0 TPU3HAHUS TTaTlbI?..

— BupawuTe An, Baite BeaudecTBo, [ToAbIlla — KaToAmMdecKas cTpaHa, u MmHeHmne Ero Cas-
TeMNIIeCTBa CAUIIKOM MHOTI'O 3HQUUT AAS HAIleTo Hapoaa. A naps [1eTp...

Kapa nepebuBaeT cepAUTO:

— Omnarb naps [TéTp! [Tpu uém oH 3pech?..

AENUHCKUI TEPIIEAUBO IOSCHSET:

— Poccurickuii camopepsKell OTIIpaBUA B PUM cBoero nocaa KHa3sa KypakuHa, U TOT yTro-
BOPUA NIally He IPU3HABAaTh MOETro N30paHus Ha IIPECTOA. ..

Kanudep ocTopoxHO 3aMedaert:

— Ho Pum panexo...

AeLIMHCKUN C KUCAON YABIOKOM:

— K BairemMy cBeAeHHIO, TOCIIOAQ TeHePaAbl, MeHs TakykKe He NIPU3HaAU [IOABCKUE ellu-
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CKOMBI. ABLBOBCKHUM U BapIIaBCKUM...

Kapa HEepBHO XOAUT 110 KAOMHETY:

— Sl moaarato, 4To OOABLIIION OeAbl B 3TOM HeT. He mipusHaam — u He Hap0! Bcé perraT
Halm OyAylue yoeAUTeAbHBIE TIOOEABL... — OCTaHAaBAMBAETCHA Y KapTel. — PelreHo, rocno-
A4, s UAy 6UTE pycckoro naps!.. A kcratu, Aooporoit CTaHUCAAB, UYTO IIOAEABIBAET MarOPOC-
curickuk retMaH? OH coOupaeTcs IepPeXOAUTh Ha HAIlly CTOPOHY ¢

AeNIUHCKUM AOBEPUTEABHO COOOIIAET:

— Magsena, Bame BeanuecTBo, KpailHe oCcTOpOKeH. HepaBHO OH IpucAas MHe HIM(-
poBaHHOE NNCHMO, B KOTOPOM ITHIIET, YTO M3 MAaAOPOCCUNCKUX Ka3aKOB MOCKOBUTHI COOM-
paroTca popMHPOBATE APAryHCKUeE IOAKH, @ 4aCTh UX IIepeBeAYyT IPOCTEIMU COAAATAMU B
11exoTy... Kazaku 3TUM OueHb HEAOBOABHHL. ..

Kanngep c HoTkaMu COMHEHUS B TOAOCE:

— OTtoMy Maszene MOKHO BEPUTH?

— MHe AyMaeTcs, 4TO MOJKHO, — OCTOPOJKHO OTBEYAeT IIOABCKUU KOPOAb.

[IAaunneHO6axX AIOOOIBITCTBYET:

— OH KaTOAUK?

— Her, rocriopa renepanel, Ma3zela IpaBOCAABHBIN... HO B FOHOCTH OH CAY’KHA ITa’KOM
Y HAIIIeTO KOPOASL.

Kapa ¢ mHTEpEecoM BLICTIpAIIUBaET:

— Bor kak? 1 y Koro >ke? JTO 3aHATHO.

— VY Ana-Kasumwupa.

[ITmappe UPOHUYHO yABIOAETCH:

— U A0 uero oH AOCAYKHUACS? AO KaKUX YUHOB?

— Bcé 3aKOHYMAOCH CKAHAAAOM... — AENIMHCKUY IIO>KUMaeT ImredyamMu. — HOub Mase-
I1a C KeM-TO II0APAACS, OOHA>XHA IITAary, ¥ eT0 BEICTABUAM BOH.

[HIAmnnmnenOax MOAXBATLIBAET:

— W Torpa oH cTan MAaAOPOCCUMCKUM IFeTMaHOM ¢

AeNMHCKUY KadaeT TOAOBOM:

— O-0, 3T0 ObIAG OYPHAs U HellpocTasi ucrtopus. Lleawlst poMmaH, moBepbTe MHe! ..

3

Me>xpy TeM, B ropopke baTypuHe, B moMeCcTbe TeTMaHa Maselbl, UI'PaioT CBapbOy. B
MIPOCTOPHOM, YKPAIIIEeHHOW PaCHIUTBIMU «PYITHUKAMMW» U IIBETAMU TOPHUIIE, 3a MIEAPO Ha-
KPBITBIMU CTOAAMU CUAAT HOBOOPAUYHbBIE, POAUTEAU HEBECTHI, CTAPhIY F'eTMaH 1 3HaTHEIE TO-
ctu. l'opuaka Ab€Tcs pekoi. [ToaAryAdBIIMe Ka3auby CTAPIIWHE], IIPUHAB Ha I'PYAb AOOPYIO
Mepy XMEeABHOTO, He CTECHSISICh HUYBUM MPUCYTCTBUEM, TPOMKO ITIEPEroBapruBaloTCs MEKAY
CcoOOoM.

— Llapp-To MOCKaAel KyAbl YKAaTUA? A3 BUH? — AIOOONIBITCTBYET OAUH.

— VY Tloabmy, — yxXMBIASIETCS cocep. — BuH m3 AroOamHa nopaacs y Bapmasy. Ha cu-
AUTHCSI €My Ha MUCTH...

— A MIBEACKHU KOPOAB A9? — dYepe3 CTOA CIIpallluBaeT TpeTuid, Opocas IBITAUBBLIN
B3ragp Ha Maseny. TOABKO CTapbIll TeTMaH YIIOPHO MOAUMT. BMecTO Hero oTBe4aeT ero OAH-
SKaMIINM IOMOIIHUK — IeHepaAbHBIN nucapb OPAUK:

— [IBepckutt Kopoab y CakcoHuu. Habupae cBe>Xu BUMCKA...

— Och X3XK AUXO!.. — KadaeT rTOAOBOM MOAKOBHUK ['OpAeHKO. — U yTOAUABI MBI, OUA-
HBI Ta CUPHI, IPOMEXK MOAOTa Ta HaKOBaAbHHU!.. SIK B HApoAe KaXKyTh, — OH yCMeXaeTCsl, —
IIaHBI AEPYTUCH, @ Y XOAOIIOB UyOBI TPeUIaTh! ..

— Lla xTO XOAONBI?! — BOCKAMII@ET KPENKO HAarpy3mBIINNUCI KOMAHAUD CepAIOKOB Ye-
yeab. — A ochk UM! — OH BBICTABASIET 3A0POBEHHYIO «AyAIO». — XaM 1mobadyTh oda... — U
TYT JKe 3aTSArUBaeT:

Oti, mam Ha rope moul XHUUbl KHymb!
A nonug ropo:o, nonug 3eAeHo1o,
Kosaxu ugyms, K03aKu ugyms.
ITonepegy Aopowerko

Begem cBoe Buticko,

Bulticko 3anopuscko...

Bce cupsamiyie 3a CToAaMU APY’KHO ITOAXBATHIBAIOT IIECHIO 1 IIOIOT CTPOMHO M CAAKEHHO,
HUCKAIOYas J)KeHUXa M HeBecCTy. Aake caM Mas3ella yuacTByeT B 00I1IeM Xope. AOIeB eCHIO
MO KOHIIQ, 3alIOPO’KCKHUY aTaMaH ['opaAreHKO oOpalaeTcsd K XO35uHY:

— Kayku, 6yAb AQCKQ, IIaH reTMaH, 3AaeTCsl MOH), 10 ThI 3HaBaA IIOKOMHOr0 AOpOILIeH-
Ky?

Mas3zerma oTBedaeT C BUAMMOM HEOXOTOM:

— Hba TuABKY 3HaBaA, 51 CAY’KHUA [IPU €M reHepaAbHBIM ITHcapeM, — OH KuBaeT Ha Opau-
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Ka: — Ax muii [Tuaut...

— A mpaBaa, 1110 AOPOIIEHKO BOEBaA 3 MOCKAASIMU? — CIIpAIINBaeT APYTOM TIOAKOBHUK
— IlNoay0GoTOK.

— Byao Taks AUAO... — KUBaeT TOAOBOIO TeTMaH. — BoeBaa BMUCTH C TypKaMU U TaTa-
paMu...

— M xoTb Koro? — He orcTynaeT 'opareHKO. Ma3ena HepAOBOABHO XMYPUTCS:

— Mockaau ero 3apa3 pa3OUAHL...

Bropol nAeMAHHUK reTMaHa — BOMHApPOBCKUU — YTOYHSET:

— Llaps ITetpo?.. Bun, um 1mio?..

I'eTMman ycMexaeTcs:

— TleTpo TOABL IELIKOM IHA CTOA XOAUB... AOPOIIIEHKA IOKOAOTHUA €Tr0 OaTbKa — Ilaphb
Anexkcert...

— M 110 3 HUM cTano? — AOOONBITCTBYeT [ ToAyOOTOK.

— C AopollleHKOM? — reTMaH MalleT PyKOH. — 30CAAABL ero y BATKY...

OPpAUK He OTCTyIIaeT:

— L xkyppr? Y Cubups?..

B pasrosop BCTylaeT MOAYABIINU AOTOAe KouyOeii:

— Hu. Ha ceBep. OH TamMa AO CMePTHU CAY’KHB BOEBOAOM...

Ma3zena HeAOBOABHO MOPIIUTCI — PeNAMKA I'eHEePAABHOTO CYABH SIBHO eMy He II0 Hpa-
BY:

— XTO U3 Bac, IaHOBe, — OH OKUABIBAET B3TASIAOM IOCTeM, — ’KeAaA ObI Ha AIOTUM MO-
po3e apcKylo CAY>KOy HecTu?.. X04b OBl I BOEBOAOM?..

— Ymacu 605ke! — XOpOM BOCKAUIIAIOT IOAKOBHUKHU. — XaM emy 6uc npucHutcsa! Hu 3a
sgkue rpomu!.. Kpaie B apy ropuTs!..

Cupqaias Iopre popuTerell MaTpéHa ¢ BOCTOProM U 000’KaHMeM CMOTPUT Ha CTaporo
rerMaHa. OH 3aMedaeT 3TOT B3TAIA U YAOBAETBOPEHHO yABIOaeTcs. [ToA OTKPBITBIMU OKHA-
MM [TOSIBASETCS CAETION CTaPUK-0AHAYPHUCT C MAaABIM XAOITUMKOM-IIOBOABIPEM. OHU OCTaHaB-
AMBAIOTCS HAIIPOTUB I'eTMaHCKOU TOPHUIILI, CTAPUK TPOraeT CTPYHBI OAHAYPHI U 3aBOAUT
TOP>KECTBEHHYIO «AYMY»:

3a caaBHOrO remmana, 3a MiBana Maseny...
CAy>XUB BUH KOTgA-MO KOPOAIO ASIXOB...

l'ocTu BCTpeBOKEHO MEPETASIABIBAIOTCS, M HedeAb BHICOBBIBaeT TOAOBY B OKHO C HaMe-
peHreM IPOrHaTh CKa3UTEAS, HO XO35IMH YAEPKUBAET €TI0 BO3TAACOM:

— Ho tpoxxs! Hexaii ciuBaer... [TocayxaeMm...

Boxkpyr 6aHaypurcTa coomparoTcd JKkuTeAar baryputa. O6CTyIIatoT ero TECHBIM KPY>KKOM.

A y Kopoasi asauicKoro rpouleli groxxe boramo
U xoronus mbma y 30A0moM gBOPUE...

l'ocT OCTOPOSKHO MOTASIABIBAIOT Ha CTApOro reTMaHa. Masela IPUKPHIBAET TS KEABIe
BEKH, IIPsT9a TOPHKYIO YCMEIIIKY B CEABIX YCaX...

OH BHOBb BCIIOMMHAET KOPOAEBCKUM 3aMOK, KYUKY pPa3rHeBaHHBIX CAYI-TaAyKOB U
ce0s1, KpelnKo CBI3@aHHOTO II0 pyKaM. 3aMbICAOBATBEIMU IIEPEXOAAMU €T0 BeAYT B MOHapIIne
IIOKOM, ¥ TOAIIQ, COITPOBOJKAQIOIAS TPECTYITHMNKA, 0OpacTaeT BCE HOBLIMU M HOBBIMU IIPH-
CIIEeIIHUKAMU, FTOTOBBIMHU pacTep3aTbh O€AHOIO YKpauHIla. BCTpeBOKEHHBIN HapacTaloLUM
IITYMOM U OpaHblo HaBCTPeUy UM BblOeraeT ABOPEIIKUN:

— BeruTto? COecunucs, ravipyune naemsa?! Uro 3a KaBappak?..

— OTOT XOXOA BBITAQIIUA IIIary!.. — BEIKPUKUBAET OAMH K3 XOAOIIOB.

— OTKypa BRITAIUA? 3aueM?.. — He IIOHMMaeT ABOPEIKIH.

— M3 HOXeH! — a0epHUYAET elllé OAMH IIPUCAYKHUK. — OTO IpeCcTylAeHue! ..

ABOpenKui CrpalmnBaeT y IPOBUHUBIIETOCS:

— Te1 KTO? KeM CAY>KHIIB?..

— ITaxx Ero BeanuecTtBa MiBan Masena... — TUX0, HO TBEPAO OTBeYaeT IOHBIM IPaBOHA-
PYLIUTEAD.

ABOpEenKUM XMyPUTCS:

— 3aueM Tbl OOHakMA mmary?.. Tebe Hunouém yka3 Ero BeanuecrBa? Bepn 3a aTO —
cMepTh!..

Magszena tuxo:

— S1 3amIuIrnancs...

ABOpenKuil C COMHEeHEeM HacTauBaeT:

— Ot Koro THI 3aMuIarcsa ? Ko Hamaa Ha TeOsi? oBopHy, HUYEro He Tasd... — IMa*X MOA-
quT. ABOpPEIKNN obpalaeTcs K ocTaAbHBIM: — KTo ero ooupea? IlpusnaBantecs! Hy ke,
OamcTpIoKu!.. — YeAIAWHIIBI ADY’KHO MOAYAT. ABOPEIIKUHN, He AOKAQBIINCH OTBETa, KOMaH-
ayeT: — Crpaska! Ko MHe!.. — HECKOABKO POCABIX TBapAeiiieB npuberaioT Ha 30B. — OTBe-
AWTE ero B OCTPOT, — pacHopsi>kaeTcs ABopelkuii. — U 3anmpuTe XopoIieHbKo! — OH OTHU-
MaeT y IPOBUHMBIIETOCS IIayka ero IIoYTH UrpylleyHyio mnary. FKOnoro Mazeny yBOAAT. ..
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Teneps, MOABEKA CIIYCTS, B TOM JKe ABOpPIle B Bapiiase, rae Koraa-To CAy>KHA FOHBIN Ma-
3emna, B HeOOABIIION KOMHATE (II0 IPUYUHE CTOMKOM HEeAIOOBU 11aps K IIPOCTOPHLIM IIOMeIle-
HMSAM) Ha IIOXOAHOM KpoBaTU AeXUT [1éTp I, MydmMEBIH >KeCTOKUM IPUCTYIIOM AUXOPAAKU.
A0O ero MOKPHIT UCIIAPUHOM, I'yCThle TEMHBIE BOAOCHL B OeCIIOpsIAKE Pa3MeTaAuCh 110 II0-
AVIIIKE, TAa3a 3aKPHITHL, I'yObl 00PMOYYT YTO-TO HEBHSTHOE. ..

Aeti6-mepuKk MoranH TUPMOHA U A€HIITUK aps AreKcaHAP KUKUH 3a00TAMBO BO3SITCS
IIOAAE TIOCTEAN OOABHOTO. MeAUK TOAYET B PapdPopOBOU MAOIIKE KOPY KaKOTO-TO AepeBa,
OOUABHO 3aAUBad €€ BOAOU. KUKUH, IPUAEPIKUBASA FTOAOBY LIaps, AFOOOIBITCTBYET:

— OTo uT0o? 3eAbe aAl CHAap00be?..

— Cinchona. XuHHOe AepeBO, — HETPOMKO OTBe4YaeT TUPMOHA.

— OHO eMy TIOMOJKeT? — B TOAOCE AeHIITUKA 3BYUYUT COMHEHUE.

Bpau yBepeHHO OTBedaeT:

— APpPYyroro AeKapcTBa OT AMXOPAAKU HET, — OH AeAaeT 3HaK KUKUHY, 1 OHU 00a C Tpy-
AOM TIOAHMMAIOT OT IIOAYIIIKY T'OAOBY Ilaps, @ AeKapb BAMBAET eMy B POT MUKCTYPY, IIPUTO-
BapuBas: — Aepku-pepxu! A To 3axrebHETC!..

ITéTp AeraeT HEBOABHBIM TAOTOK, BEKU €r0 B3APArmBaloT, POT OOAE3HEHHO KPUBUTCH.
TupmoHA 1 KUKMH OCTOPOJKHO yOUPAIOT PYKHU, OCTaBASSA B IIOKOE TOAOBY Liaps. ETo AAnH-
HOe TeAO ellé OOABIIIE BEITATUBAETCS, TOAOBA CYAOPOKHO MeUeTCs 10 IIOAYIIIKE.

— Yero 3TO OH?.. — IIOAO3PUTEABHO BOIIPOIIIAeT ACHIITUK.

— A Tl TONIPOOYM! — ycMexaeTcs AeKaph, HOACTABASIS €My IIAOILIKY. KUKUH OCTOPOK-
HO TPOTaeT COAEPKUMOe SI3BIKOM, U AUIIO eT0 UCKa’kaeTcs rpuMacoi. He caepskaBIINCE, OH
I'POMKO CIIAEBBIBAET.

— Hy u rapocts!.. Tel uero TBopuillb, epeTuk?! — AEHIIUK y’Ke TOTOB OPOCUTHCS Ha
Bpaua C KyAaKaMH, HO C KPOBATU AOHOCUTCS CAaOBIN roaoc [eTpa:

— BeI yero TyT AaeTech, OXaABHUKM? ..

KuknH Murom o6opauuBaeTcsa K HemMy:

— Tlocypaps! TTéTp Arekcenu! I'lo 3p0poBy Al?..

Llapb Ope3rAnBO MOPIIUTCS:

— Kakoe yX TyT 3A0pOBBe... — CMOTPHUT Ha AeKapsd. — YUTo 3a ApSIHB THL B MeHs, Oparer,
BAMAZ..

— XwuHHOe pAepeBo, Baiiie BeanduecTBO, — CMUPEHHO OTBeYaeT TUPMOHA,

I1éTp nblTaeTcsa BCTAaTh, CAyra OpocaeTcs eMy Ha oMok, Koe-Kak yceBIINCh Ha KPOBa-
TH, Iapb IPUKa3bIBaeT KUKUHY:

— Ilpu3oBu cropa Menmukosa. U [llepeMeTeB IyCTh IBUTCSA HEMEAAS. ..

— Cell MOMEHT, roCypAapb! — AeHIIMK 6pocaeTcsi K ABepH U CKPBLIBAeTCs 3a Hell.

[TéTp NBITAUBO CMOTPHUT Ha AeKaps:

— Bepa K MecTy He caydaeTcs... CkaXxy, loraHH, CKOPO AM 3Ta MEP30CTh MEHS OCTaBUT ¢
INTopa OBl yXK...

THUPMOHA OCTOPO’KHO IIOJKUMAET TAeYaMHU:

— Mangpusa?.. MeapuniuHe, rocypapb, MHOTOe ITOKa HeBepAOMO... Cust 60Ae3HB IIPOUC-
XO>KAEHUS HEM3BEeCTHOTO, ¥ TeUeHNe OHOU BeCbMa IIPOAOAKUTEABHO, K COJKAAEHUIO. ..

[TéTp uTO-TO XOYeT cKa3aTh B OTBET, HO B KOMHATYy BX0oAAT lllepemeTeB u MeHIINKOB,
CIIellla K pyKe TOCyAaps, HO TOT OCTaHaBAMBAET UX KECTOM:

— He BpeMs HbIHYE 1IepEeMOHUU Pa3BOAUTL. bepuTe CTyAbs, CAAUTECE...

TUPMOHA KAQHSAETCS U BBIXOAUT, a ITJapCKHe ITIOAKOBOAIIEL C TOMOIIBI0 KUKHHA ycaKUBa-
IOTCS MPOTUB TOCYyAAPEBOU NOCTEAU. MEeHIITMKOB BONIPOIIIaeT HACTOMYUBO:

— Kaxk 3p0poBbe, MuH xepif? MbI 00€CIIOKOEHHL. ..

Llapb MalieT pyKou:

— XpeHoBO, AaHUABMU!.. CKpYTHAQ, IPOKAATAs, B CAMBIA HEYPOYHBIN Yac...

[Mo>xunoit u ObIBaAbIY [llepeMeTeB BITAETCI OOOAPUTE BAACTUTEAS:

— He TpeBoxbes, I1étp Arekcend! Boab — oHa BeAb Bpaua UIMET... A TBOM TAaBHBIN
Bpau — Kapaa mBepckuii. Aact bor, oporeeM ero...

MEeHIIINKOB C M3yMAEHUEM CMOTPUT Ha COCEA], HO Cpa3y HaXOAUTCS:

— OK Kyaa xBaTan, bopuc IlerpoBuu!.. HTo >Xe 3TO moAydaeTCs: IOKyAd He pa300bEM
IIBEAOB — IIOKOS HaIlleMy IOCyAapio He 0yaeT? Twl 3To O6poch!..

[1éTp yepes cunay yablibaeTcs:

— A MoXXeT, OH 1 IpaB? HUKakoro nNokorw MHe He HapAOOHO A0 TOM IIOPHL, II0Ka HallleMy
TAQBHOMY Bpary Mbl XOAKY He HAMHEM... A OH ce0sd B 00upy He mmOKo Aact! [TpaBUABHO

rOBOPIO?.. — IOMOIITHMKU COTAACHO B3AbIXaloT. Llaps obpaiaeTca kK MenmnnkoBy: — Kapa
Habpaa coapaT B CakcoHnm ? YTo mpo TO BaM U3BECTHO? ..
— H3BecTHO, 9TO He TOKMO Habpan, — 3aAUPHUCTO OTBEYaeT TOT, — OH y’Ke Iepemrén

OAbOYy u pABmKeTcda Ha [Toabmry...
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— XOAKO MAET, CYKHUH CBIH! — mopxBaTeIBaeT lllepemeTeB. — ByaTO He OmAU ero Bo-
BCe...

— AYTO IOASIKM?.. — TPEBOJKHO BOIIPOIIAeT IJapb. MeHIINKOB COKPYIIEHHO KayaeT ro-
AOBOM:

— Tebe Au ux He 3HATH, [1éTp Arekcenu? ABOeAYyIIHEL, KakK Bcerpa! Te, KOTophle K HEM-
I1aM ITIOOAMIKe, HaBepHIKa C HUM BOE€BaTh He CTAHYT... A Te, YTO C HAMH, [I0Ka He POIIIYT...

ITéTp npuctarbHO CMOTPUT Ha LllepeMeTeBa:

— Aeno TyT y Hac, Bopuc IlerpoBuy, TouHO Opara — OPOAUT, BOAHYETCH, @ UTO BEIMAET
— HEeU3BeCTHO... [ToAdKY HOCOM KpyT4T, a Kazaku?.. Kak Tam Mazena?..

TyT MeHIIIKOB OTBeYaeT BMECTO CTapPOTO BOeHaYaAbHUKA:

— Bcé ocTroposkumuaet, 4épToB X0x0A! CTap OH OOABHO, MUH X€p1I...

— Aa u g Bpoae He MOAOA, — ycMexaetrcs LllepemeTeB. — A BoeBaTh IIOKa He pa3yduA-
cs... Ml oH, MHUTCS MHe, TaKJKe...

l'ocypaps, HaKOHEL, BCTAET C IIOCTEAR:

— Ao6po, mpaBocraBHBIe! CoOMpariTe BOEHHBINM COBET. MelllkaTh HEKOTAA — HEAOATO U
BIIPOCAK ITOTAaCTh... HamM 5TO HapAO0?.. — MOMOIIHUKY TOKE BCTAIOT.

5

A B ropopke BarypuHe padypanroe, BeCEAOE IPA3AHECTBO yKe IIePeHEeCAOCH Ha YAULLY.
Kpenko NmopryasiBiize rocTd CaMo3aOBeHHO MAGUIYT IIOA OKHAMM TeTMaHCKOM yCapbOBI,
CaMoro JKe XO35IMHa II0A PYKHU AIOKHe TaUAYKHU BeAyT B OIIOUYMBAABHIO. [IpOBOpPHEIE CAYTH
MMIOM CHUMAIOT C HEro Caloru, AOporoy kadraH, II1apoBaphbl, BEIIINBAHKY U B HCIIOAHEM
YKAQABIBAIOT Ha IIPOCTOPHYIO KPOBaTh. Ha MBINTHYIO IEPUHY U IyXAble IOAYIIKHK. Ma3zena
COCPEAOTOUYEHHO COIUT...

— Moske, Tpeba UX YHSTE, [IaH reTMaH?.. — KHBasi TOAOBOM B CTOPOHY ABOPQ, CIIpalIlu-
BaeT CTApIIUM FalAYK.

— Hu, — uyTb yabIOaeTcsa xo3auH. — Hexatt Beceadarcs. Ca63 u bory B papoCTs...

CAyru HU3KO KAQHAIOTCA U YXOAAT. Masella HEKOTOpOoe BpeMs CMOTPUT Ha UKOHY Bo-
TOPOAMIIEL, ITIepeA KOTOPOM FOPUT AAMIIaAd, 3aTeM TPOeKPATHO KPECTUTCS, OAHUMU I'y0aMu
IIPOU3HOCS MOAUTBY. 3aKphIBaeT raasa. V1 BHOBE Nepep HUM BCTAIOT KapTUHBI AQAEKOTO
MIPOIIIAOTO. ..

TecHBIN, TOAYTEMHBIN OCTPOT B KOPOAEBCKOM ABOPIlE, BepHee — Kapliep A IPOBUHUB-
mmxcs. CaM I0HBIM Masena CUAUT B YIAY Ha Ky4Ke IIPeAOUM COAOMBL M TUXO IAadeT... [Tpo-
IIAAKAaBIIINCh, KOe-KaK BEITHPaeT KyAaKaMU I'Aa3a U OCTOPOKHO OCMaTpuBaeTcs. MepreHHO
BCTAET, IBITAETCA AOTAHYTBLCS AO JKEAe3HOU PEelIéTKU, 3a KOTOPOM 3aHUMAaeTCsl YTPeHHUNU
PaccBeT, TOABKO TIIETHO... VI TyT OH, MO4YTH OeCcCO3HATEABHO, OCMATPUBAET CTEHBI MPAYHOTO
KazeMaTa. Ha 3aMIlleAbIx KaMHSIX BUAUT UbHM-TO HEPOBHBIE McbMeHa. CKopee BCero, 3AeCh
HallapallaHbl IMeHa Y3HUKOB, KAQBIINX, KaK U OH, PellleHUsI CBOeM T'PEIIHOMN YUYaCTH. ..

FOHBI ma>k C HENMOAAEABHBIM WHTEpPecoM uuTaeT KopsBble cTpouku: T. Stus, J.
Madzowezki, F.Sikora, S.Mikulski... OH cHUMaeT HaTEeAbHBINM KPECTUK U, IOKOAEOABIINCH,
cTapaTeAbHO BRIBOAUT: [.Mazepa 1644-1660. 11 epBa ycrieBaeT HaIlUCATh TIOCAEAHIOO ITU(-
PY: Kak 'PeMUT KAIOY B 3aMKe, ABEPb TEMHUIIBI C TPOXOTOM paclaxuBaeTcs. Ha mopore mo-
SIBASIETCSI ABOPEIIKUM U ITapa CTPa>KHUKOB.

— Mazsena! — KoMaHAyeT ABOpellkui. — Ay 3a MHOI!..

Y3HUK IOCIEIIHO HaAeBaeT KPeCT, TUXOMOAKOM KPECTUTCI U NPUHY>KAEHHO HAIlpaB-
AsieTcsI K BBIXOAY. CTPa’kKHUKU IIeIIKO XBATAIOT €T0 3a AOKTU U BEAYT CAEAOM 3@ ABOPEIIKUM.
TalHBIMHU, Y3KUMH IIepeXOAaMH IOHOTO IIaka IIPUBOAAT B KOpPOAeBCKHe ITokou. OKa3zas-
IINCh ITepep BBICOKOU ABYCTBOPUYATOU ABEPBIO, TAE€ 3aCTBIAM ABOE POCABIX, (DpaHTOBATHIX
KaMep-AaKeeB, ABOPEIKUN HallOMUHAET:

— Aonoxure Ero BeanuecTsy...

OAUH 13 AaKeeB TPUOTKPHIBAET ABEPH U AOKAAABIBAET:

— Bamre BeandecTBO, IpUBEAU FOCYAQPCTBEHHOI'O IPECTYITHUKA. ..

Masena, yCABIIIAB 3TU CAOBQ, IlelleHeeT OT CTpaxa. /AaKel paclaxuBaeT ABEPHU:

— IlpukasaHo BeCTH...

ABopenknuii, 6pOCUB IIBITAUBBLINA B3rAgA Ha OOeCHaMATEeBIIEro OT y’Kaca IIaka, JKeCTOM
OCTaHABAUBAeT CTPAKHUKOB U TOAKAET €ro B CIIUHY:

— Tlomiam...

OHu 06a 3aX0AAT B KOPOAEBCKYIO CIAABHIO. AH-KasuMup, B 6eA0i IMIEAKOBOM pyOallke
Y HAHKOBBIX IT@HTAAOHAX, CUAUT IIepeA HU3KUM CTOAUKOM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOUT M3SITHBIN KO-
eMHUK, AeXKaT (PPYKTHI U OMCKBUTHL. TpOe CAYT CTOST IIOOAAAB, OKMAASA PACIOPSI KEHMHN.
Aerko o0TepeB OEAOCHEKHOU cardeTKoOU (DPAHTOBATBIE YCBhI U KOPOTKYIO «3CIHAHBOAKYY,
KOPOAB YKOPHU3HEHHO CMOTPUT Ha IPOBUHMUBIIETOCS I1a’ka.

— TBI uTO cebe TO3BOASICIIL, AFOOE3HLIN ¢

FOuBI1 Maszena, CKAOHUBUINCE B HUJKAUIIIEM IOKAOHE, He IIOAHMMAET TOAOBHL. ABOpel]-
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KHUU, TASIAS Ha COTOEHHYIO, CKPIOUEHHYIO (PUTYPYy, HEOKUAAGHHO IIOHUMAET, YTO €ro IIOAO-
TIEeYHBINU AUIITUACS Aapa pPeuu.

— Barirre BeanuecTBO, — OCTOPO’KHO MOSCHSIET OH. — OTOT MaABLIY IIBITAACS 3aITUTUTD-
cs...
Ho ne ycmeBaeT 0H 3aKOHUYNTBH Ppa3y, Kak IOHBINM IPECTYIIHUK [IaAQeT HaB3HUYb KAaK
IIOAKOIIIEeHHBIN. KOPOABL HEIIPOU3BOABHO AEpraeTcs, ABOPEIIKUN TOJKe, HO TyT JKe B pacTe-
PAHHOCTHU CKAOHIETCS Hap YIaBIINM.

— Yro 3T0 oH?! — Bockamnaet AH-Kaszumup. — [Npukaxu nos3saTh Aekapsi! Heskenka
KaKOMM...

Ho Ma>kopp0OM, KOCHYBIIMCH 3@TBIAKA FOHOTO Na’ka, HEIPOMKO BO3Pa’kaeT:

— He crourt, Bamre BeanuecTtso... KaxkeTcs, OH IPOCTO I'AyOOKO PACKAUBAETCS B CBOEM
OMEepP3UTEABHOM IIPOCTYIIKE...

U Bcaep ero croBaM Imaeunr Masenbl HAYMHAKOT OYyPHO COAPOTAThCSA OT eABA CAEPIKUBAE-
MBIX PBIAQHUH. B AUIle KOPOAS MOSIBASIFOTCSI NICKOPKU COUYBCTBUS:

— Hy, xopowo. [TycTs OH BcTaHeT. Sl TOTOB €ro BBICAYILIATS...

ABOpenKui, HaKAOHSCH, IOXAONBIBAET I10 NTAeYY ITAQYYIIIero naxa:

— OH, Kak TaM Tebs? Mazena! Bcranp — nosunucsh nepep Ero Beanuectsom. Hy xel..

Maszerna Koe-Kak IIOAHUMAETCs ¢ KoAeH. SIH-Ka3uMup, yBUAEB €ro HCKa)KEHHYIO PhIAA-
HUAMU PU3UOHOMUIO, COUYBCTBEHHO OOpaIaeTcsd K Ma’KOPAOMY:

— S momHI0 5TOro napHd. OH, Ka’kKeTCcsl, MaAOPOCC...

— VmeHHO Tak, Baimre BeanuecTtBo, — coraaiaercs TOT. — Y y Hero OBIAM CTBIYKHU C
IIOABCKOM IIPUCAYTOM. ..

Kopoab COKpPYIIEHHO KadyaeT FTOAOBOM:

— B03MO>XHO, OH He CAUIIIKOM BUHOBAT, HO OOHA >KUTh IIHary!..

W TyT y MOAYAAUBOTO Na’ka HEOJKUAQHHO BEIPBEIBAETCA:

— Bame BeanuecTBo! Mo BEHIIEHOCHBIN ITOBEAUTEAB!.. DTH raiAyKN COBCEM 3aTpa-
BUAU MeHst! OHU BCSTUECKHU, TIOANO M3AEBAIOTCS HajA MOUM MPOUCXOKAEHUEM, BepoH, IIpU-
BBIYKaMH, IOBEACHHUEM... I AAd HUX — IIPOCTO CKOT, HU3Kas TBaph, BOHIOUee OBIANO! XyoKe

napimBoro mncal.. Bor u... — OH AQBUTCS PHIAQHUSIMU. ..
— OAHaAKO! — M3yMASIETCSI KOPOAB, TASIASL Ha MasKopaoMa. — OH BeCbMa KPaCHOPEYUB...
— MHe y>ke He AOCTaéT CHUA TepleThb BCE 3TO, MOBephTe... — Ma3zerna IOKassHHO CKAO-
HAET roroBy. — Ho g 6e3MepHO BMHOBAT B TOM, YTO OOHA’KUA IIIIary, 3Hasg CTPOTUM yKa3

Baritero BeanuecTBa... I'pex Mot Beauk! M HeT MHe omnpaBpanusd!.. HuKak u HuKoraa!..

B KoMHaTe HacTynaeT TUIIMHA. KOPOAB, BUAS CMUPEHHYIO 03y IOHOTO Maxka, IepeBo-
AUT COYYBCTBEHHBIN B3TASIA Ha Ma>kKOPAOM@, HO TOT IPEAYCMOTPHUTEABHO OIYCKaeT BeKH.
An-KazuMmup B3AbIXaeT:

— Tl Hac Oe3MepHO oropumuA, Maszena... B3saB TeOg K cebe B yCAy>KeHHUE, MBI XOTEAU
IIPUBAEYD Ha CAY’KOY MHOTI'MX TBOUX 3€MASIKOB... TbI CTaA OAHUM U3 IIEPBHIX, HO, YBHI!..

[Ma>k ropsT90 BOCKAUIIAET:

— Aarite MHe 11aHc, Bamre BeanuectBo! A 3acay>xy Balile pooBepue U MUAOCTD, KASTHYCB!
O, Martka Bocka!..

Ero nckpeHHOCTE TporaeT KOpoAs. [ToMoAuaB MUHYTY, IPUMUPUTEABHEIM TOHOM OH I'O-
BOPUT ABOPEIIKOMY:

— \ellIeK, OTBEAUTE ero Ha 3aAHUM ABOD, U IIyCTh OH CKaueT Ha CBOIO «OATbKUBIIUHYY...
OTO BCE, Uero oH 3acAyKuBaeT! XoTsa U 3TO Yepecuyp...

Ma3zena oT HeO>)KUAQHHOCTHU TepseTcd: CMepPTHas Ka3Hb 00OIIIAA €T0 CTOPOHOM, OAHAKO
U3THaHNe U3 KOPOAEBCKOTO ABOPIlA TOJKe He CAUIIKOM NPHUSATHOe coObITHe. OH 3aCThIBAeT
CTOADOM, HO ABOPEIKUM OecllepeMOHHO TOAKAET €T0 B CIIMHY, ¥ IOHOMY IIPAaBOHAPYIINUTEAO
HUYEro He OCTAéTCd APYTIOTo, KaK CKAOHUTHCS B OAAQropapCTBEHHOM NOKAOHe. AH-Kasumup
KHUBAET CAyTe, TOT HAAMBAET €My B HalllKy Kode, a OepHbI Masena B COIPOBOXKAEHUU Ma-
>KOpAOMa MOKUAAET MOHAPIIYIO OIIOYMBAABHIO.

6

B crapoii croautie IToabiie, B ropope KpakoBe, B ObIBIIIEM KOPOAEBCKOM ABOpIie «Ba-
BeAab» Kapa XII u kKopoab-MapuoHeTKa C. AELIMHCKHUU MEAAEHHO IIPOXOAAT MO 3aAaM.
[TTBepCKMUYM MOHAPX B CMHEN BOEHHOU (DOpMe, €T0 CIIyTHUK B IBIITHOM KaTaHe-KyHTYyIlle U
KOKEeTAMBOMH IIaNlouKe € ItepoM. Kapa, TAgaAsg BOKPYT, AFOOOIIBITCTBYET:

— OTOT ABOpeEI] OBIA KOTAQ-TO KOPOAEBCKOU pe3upeHInei? A KpakoB — IOABCKOU CTO-
AMIeH, He TpaBAa AM?

AeNIUHCKUM CKPOMHO OTBEYaEeT:

— U BecbMa poaroe BpeMs, Baure BeanuyecTBo. [TocrepHUM KOPOAB, KOTOPBIU €TI0 OCTa-
BUA, ObIA Curusmysa, I11

Kapa HeOpes>XKHO yTOUHSET:

— HackoABKO MHe U3BECTHO, Y HErO BeAb OBIAM IIBEACKHE KOPHU ¢
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— O, pa, Bamre Beanuectso. Ero nmoanoe uma — CurusmyHA I'ycras Basza, — coraamaert-
cs cobecepHUK. OHU OCTAHABAMBAIOTCA IIepea OOABIINM, IaPAAHBIM IIOPTPETOM OBIBIIEIO
MoHapxa. Kapa BHUMaTEeABHO pacCMaTpUBaeT ero.

— T'oBOPAT, 4TO 3TO OBIA YMEABINM BOMH. 1 He OAHA KABI 3aCTaBASIA TpeneTaTb MOCKBY ¢

AeLIMHCKUN AOBOABHO yABIOAETCH:

— He ToabKO TpeneraTh, Baiie BeanuecTtBo!.. CTO AeT Ha3ap MOABCKHME BOMCKA BOIIAU
B PYCCKYIO CTOAMILY, © MOCKOBUTHI XOTE€AU NPUHATH CUTM3MyHAQ CBOUM IlapéM!.. — Kap-
TUHHO Pa3BOAUT PyKaMU, IIOTPsiCcast OTKUAHBIMU pyKaBaMHu. — TaKOBBI KYPbE3bl UCTOPHUH...

Kapa nckpeHHe HepAOyMeBaeT:

— BoT kak? M noyemy OH UM He CTaA?

CobecepHHUK IIOKUMAaeT IIAedaMU:

— TpyaHO ckazarhk, Bame BeanuecTBo... BHauaAe B AeAO BMEIIAACS KAKOU-TO OeTABIN
ABAHTIOPUCT, BBIAQBABIINN ceOs 3a CbIHA pycckoro Iapg Msaza I'posHoro... IToTtoMm ero
yOuAY, U HaYarach OOBIYHAA pyccKasd cMyTa... HakoHern 0OBIBUACSA eIlé OAUH OTYasiHHBIN
IIPOXBOCT, OOBIBUBIINY ceOsI BOCKPECIIUM IfJapeBrUUeM, IIpeACTaBAdIeTe?..

— Toxxe cerHOM I'po3HOrO? — ypuBAgeTcsa Kapa. — CKOABKO JKe UX OBIAO ¢

AeLIMHCKUNY Pa3BOAUT PYKaMMU:

— HuxkTo Touno He 3HaeT!.. Ho, BUAUMO, caMUM MOCKOBUTaM BCE 3TO MOPSIAKOM HaAO-
€A0, M OHU IPeAAOKUAN CUTHU3MYHAY AOOPOBOABHO 3aHATH PYCCKUM TPOH... OAHAKO TOT
TTO’KeAaA IIOCAAUTh Ha HEeTO CBOero chiHa Baaanicaaga...

Kapa, moutu He COMHEBasACE:

— M mocapma?

— VBHI, HeT! Pycckue coOpaau OlIOAYEHUE. ..

— U BBITHaAM UHTEPBEHTOB BOH... — AOTAABIBAETCS IMIBEACKUM MOHapX. [IoAbCKUM KO-
POAB KMBaeT B oTBeT. Kapa o0opaumBaeTcsd K HeMy U 3agBAsgeT: — Koraa g pa3oOblo pyc-
CKUX U BO3bMY B IIneH 11ap4 [leTpa, To 00s43aTeAbHO IOTPeOYIO C HETO TPUALIATh MUAAMOHOB
TaA€pPOB KOHTPUOYIINHU... YHUUTOXKY €T0 apMHUIO U pa3AeAlo BCio Poccuio Ha MeAKue KHs-
>KecTBa!.. — mobepHO yabIOaeTcsa. — A 4acThb UX IToAapIo BaMm, CKOABKO YTOAHO Ha BBIOOD...

AelMHCKUY ODAATOAAPHO CKAOHSIET rOAOBY. [TogBaseTcsd reHepar-apabOTaHT Kanudep,
Ha XOAY KAQHSASICh KOPOAIO:

— Bartre BeAnuecTBO, MHe TOABKO YTO ITIEPEAAAU CBEJKHUE CBEACHHUS O PYCCKUX...

Kapa OpocaeT HeTeprieAuBo:

— Sl Bac caymiaio, reHepaa.

— TléTp co cBOMMU BOMCKaMU HaXOAUTCS B Bapiiase... — pAoKAaabiBaeT Kanudgep.

— KakoBO UX UMCAO? — TYT ’Ke CIIPAlINBaeT KOPOAb.

— JToka 3TO CAOKHO ONIPEAEAUT...

— IMouemy?

Kanudep TepneanBo nosacHseT:

— Hawm HaBCcTpeuy UAST KOHHUIIA Boypa u nexota [1IBepeHa... 'enepan PenmHuH moméa
Ha MUHCK, a caM [apb BMecTe ¢ MeHIINKOBBIM HaXOAATCA B CTOAUIE [TOABIIN. ..

Kapa xmypo Oypunr:

— OTO TOT camMbiti MEHIIIMKOB, KOTOPBLIY pa3buA Moero reHepara Mapaedeabpa mpu
Kaanmre?..

AELIMHCKUN YHBIAO IIPUOABALET:

— AgQ, Bairie BeanuecTBo... TO OBIBIIINM AEHIIUK 1Taps [TeTpa, ChIH TPOCTOT0 KOHIOXA...

MoHapxX HeOKUAQHHO IIapUpyeT:

— KewM ObI OH HU OBIA, XOTB IIOCAEAHUM CBIHOIIACOM, HO BOIOET OH 3A0POBO. Moaoaerr!..

leHepan p0OaBAsIeT:

— MHe pymaeTcd, Bamte BeandecTBO, YTO pycCKHe IPEeKPAaCHO OCBEAOMAEHBI O HAIIUX
MEVCTBUSIX, ¥ IOTOMY OHM He Aep’KaTCs BCe BMeCTe...

Kapa B OTBeT IPUCOBOKYIIASIET:

— W MBI pa3peArAM CBOIO @PMUIO HA TPU YaCTH, — CMOTPUT B YIOP Ha AeIIUHCKOIo, — a
YTO Balll XBaAEHBINM Maszemna, pooporoyt CTaHucAaB? ..

TOT HEOXOTHO MOSICHSIET:

— CoBceM HepaBHO OH IIPUCAAA M POBAHHOE MMCHEMO, B KOTOPOM COOOIIIAeT, 4TO IIPO-
CHA Y LIaps AECATH THICSAY COAAAT AAL 3AIUTHI YKpaWHEL, a [1éTp eMy OoTKasan... — Kadaer
ronoBo. — U Temepb Masela TOTOB CAQTHCS HA MHUAOCTb ITOOeAUTEeAel, AQObI He TyOUTh
IIOHAIIPACHY CBOM HAPOA,...

— OH mpucAaia 3TO BaM?.. — HaCTOWUYMBO CIIpalTuBaeT Kapa.

— Her, Bamte BeanuecTBo... — AeMUHCKUN MOAPOOHO 0OBsICHIET. — ['eTMaH OOBLIYHO
NHUIIeT CBOeN KyMe KHATHHe AOABCKON IMHM(MPOBAHHOE MMCHMO, @ OHA, C HAIllero odIero
YTOBOPQ, IlepelpaBAsieT BCE 9TO MHE...

I'enepan Kanudep yausBasgeTcs:

— OH He oOI11aeTcd ¢ BaMU HaIpAMyro ¢ A noyemy?.. bouTcsa TaliHbIX areHToB [TeTpa?..

AeLIMHCKUN 3aMedaeT C TOHKOU YABIOKOM:



130 BAAAUMHP BACUAHMHEHKO. MBMEHHHWK PYCCKOI'O LIAPA

— Magszena — KpaliHe OCTOPO’KHBIN 4eAOBeK. OH He ATOOUT PUCKOBATh...

Kapa, 6yayuu AOBOABHO MOAOABIM, ABAALIATUIIATUAECTHUM MY>KYUHOU, OPOCAET CHUCXO-
AUTEABHO:

— Hy, ato monusiTHO. OH BeAb OYeHbB CTap...

— Bel npassl, Bame BeandecTBo... — TYT XKe coraamraercd AemuHCKUU. — EMy AaBHO
3@ I1eCTBhAECHT. ..

— O-0-o! — Bockaunaet Kaunudep. — Kak >ke OH ylIpaBAsgeTCd CO CBOMMU Ka3akKaMm? ..
leTMaH — 5TO BeAb He HAaCAEACTBEHHAs, a BEIOOpHAas AONKHOCTE, HACKOABKO MHe HM3BeCT-
HO...

— Kak 0yaATO OBI, — NOATBEP>KAAET TOABCKMU KOPOAB, — HO Telleph BCE B pyKax [leTpa,
a Toro, BeposiTHO, Ma3zella BIIOAHE yCTPauBaerT...

— Hy, 4To ’)Ke, — MHOTO3HAQUUTEABHO 3aMevaeT IIIBEACKUN KOPOAb, — IIOCMOTPUM, 4TO
OyAET AAABIIIE...

Kanudep HacTOpOKEeHHO BOIIPOIIAET:

— A KakOBBI HAllll AQAbHEHUIITe AeUCTBUI? ..

— VaéM Ha BapmaBy! — 3By4mMT HellpepeKaeMEBIN OTBET.

7

A BO ABOpE IPOCTOPHOTO KOPOAEBCKOTI'O 3aMKQ, HO y’Ke B BapillaBe, HAYT CIlelIHbIe IIPH-
TOTOBAEHUS K OTBE3AY PYCCKOro Iaps. K mapapHOMY KPBIABILY TOABE3>KaeT IIOXOAHAs Kape-
Ta, 3CKAAPOH APAryH cepraeT KoHel. M3 pBopiia BEIXOAUT [TETp B compoBokAeHNU MeHIn-
koBa u IllepemeTeBa. OH OTAQET Ha XOAY IIOCAEAHYME PACIOPAKEHUS.

— I'naBuBIM, Bopuc ITeTpoBuy, — oOpalllaeTcs rocypaps K [llepemMeTeBy, — S OCTaBASIO
TeO4... A Thl, AQHUABIY, €T0 IIpaBasd pykKa...

Bamskaiiire ClIOABU>KHUKY 11apsi IOKOPHO CKAOHSIIOT TOAOBBL. K HUM ITIOAXOAUT ASHIITUK
[Metpa KukuH, B pyKax y Hero MOXOAHBIM CYHAYUOK roCypaps.

— Bcé roTtoBo, AreKkcaHpp? — cropariuBaet [TETp.

— Touno Tak, I'léTp Arekcend, — OTBedaeT ACHIIUK.

— Torpa B nyTe! BpeMs He Tepmur...

Llapb 1 cAyTa yCca>kMBAIOTCS B KapeTy. DCKAAPOH APAaryH OepET eé B KOABIIO, U BCSA BOO-
PY’KEéHHas KaBaAbKaAad BCAAHUKOB CTPEMUTEABHO ypaasdeTcsa. [IpoBoAUB e€ B3rAgpoM, MeH-
IINKOB ITIoBOpaunBaeTcd K LllepeMeTeBy:

— Kaxk pymaems, bopuc ITeTposuy, Kapa BCro cBOIO apMUIO ABUHET Ha BapimaBy? A MEl
He CMOTAM Aa’Ke YKPEeIUTh e€ IIopsiAKOM!..

W He ycieBaeT TAaBHOKOMAHAYIOLIUM OTBETUTD, KaK U3-3a YTAQ, Ha [IOAHOM CKaKy, BPbI-
BaeTcd ryCapCKUN POTMUCTP, MUTOM CIIENIIUBAETCd 1 PallOPTyeT:

— locnopa renepansl! Ha ToM 6epery miBeabl 0ObSIBUAUCK. ..

— Yxxe?! CKOABKO UX? — TYyT ’Ke OTKAMKAeTCs MeHIINKOB.

PorMmucTp moskuMaeT nmaedaMu:

— HaBCKHAKY OTBETUTH TPYAHO... OHM BAOABL PEKU BCE PACTSIHYAUCK...

I'eHepanbl 03a00U€HHO NIEPETASIABIBAIOTCS. boAee pelIuTeAbHBIN MeHIINKOB cpa3y Ko-
MaHAYeT:

— O, kto TaM ¢ Konsg mue! JKuso!..

EMy MIHOBEHHO IIOAQIOT 3aCEANAHHYIO AOIIaAb. AAeKCAaHAP AAHUAOBUY AOBKO IIPBITAET
B CEAAO U KUBAET POTMUCTPY:

— A Hy, noKa3bIBal, rae oHu?! M1 ux, 0ectutt, ynupeaum!.. Hy, aep>xuch, KaHaabu!..

I'ycap BUXpeM BCKaKMBaeT HAa KOHA M HECETCA BIePEA. MEeHIIINKOB He OTCTAéT OT Hero
HU Ha IIar. 3a HUMU AeTUT AeCATOK AparyH. Bce oHm ycTpeMastoTca Ha Oeper Buchael, rae
y>Ke BOBCIO CHYIOT U KOTIOIIATCS HAIIIU COAAATHI U Ka3aKH, IBITAsICh CIIEIITHO HaAaAUTh 000-
PpOHY...

MeHIIMKOB pa3oM OCa’KUBaeT KOH4, ¥ K HeMy ITop0eraeT B3BOAHOBAHHBIM [IOAKOBHUK:

— Bame npeBocxopuTeabcTBo! LIIBear! HaCcTymaoT! ..

— lNoropu! He na"ukyii!.. — BOPYUT TOT, IPOTATUBAA PyKy. — A HY, Ayl TpyOy!..

ITOAKOBHHMK OTAQET eMy IOA30PHYIO TPYyOKYy. MEHIIINKOB, CTOSI Ha CTpeMeHax, MUIOM
IIPUKAAQABIBAET eé K raasy. BecmarpuBaercsa. Ha IpOTHUBOIIOAOKHOM Oepery CHUHEIOT TyC-
KABIEe IIIBEACKHE MYHAUDHL.

— Tlymku MBI AOCTaBUTH He ycreAn!.. — COKpylllaeTcsa IOAKOBHUK. — Kak Bceraa npo-
BOPOHUAM, UepPTHU ObI UX TOOparu!..

— OcrtaBb! — OypuuT A@HUABIY. — MBI UM BCHIIIAEM IIO-HaIIeMy... [To-pyccKu...

— Kak?!.. — HepoyMeBaeT IOAKOBHUK. MeHIINKOB CIIPBITUBAET C AOIIAAU:

— Beam kazakam m coapaTaM 3anedb U IPUTOTOBUTHCS K pyKoHamHoM!.. JKUBBIM Ay-
xom!..

IToAKOBHUK BO3pa>kaeT pacTepsaHHO:

— Tax mBeAH! elé Ha ToM 6epery!..
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MEeHIITMKOB OTSATH CMOTPUT B TIOA30PHYIO TPYOY ¥ TOBOPUT HapacCIes:

— A MBI €ro 3AeChb IO-A0-KAEM... 2KAQHHBII I'OCTh HEJKAQHHOTO CAEAOM BeAET... Kyaa
HaM CIIEeLIUTh?.. — B TOAOCE €TO0 IIOSBASIETCS a3apT U AETKOe 3A0PAACTBO. — A BOH, KaKUCh,
u caM Kapayc o6o3Haumacg!.. — Anxo cuaéBeiBaeT. — OTYasgHHBIN BOsIKA — HUYEro He CKa-
>Kelllb... AHUKa-BOUH, y-ThI Hy-Thl! — OH 6pocaeT CepAUTO MOAKOBHUKY: — VcrmoaHsH, 4To
IIpuKasaHo... JKusee!..

[TOAKOBHHMK OEXHUT K COAAATaM. A Ha MIPOTHUBOIIOAOKHOM Oepery IIBEABI CKOTIOM ycCa-
JKUBAIOTCA B AOAKH, U3BAThIE Y MECTHBIX OOBIBAaTEAEH, U IPOBOPHO Pa30MPAIOT BECAQ. ..

Kopoas BMecTe ¢ apbtoTaHTOM KaHugepoM O0APO paclopsyKaeTcsi CBOUM BOMHCTBOM:

— Conpatel! IlepenabIBEM peKy — U cpady B aTaky! Pycckue He ycrieAn co3paTk 000po-
HY — MBI UX pacceeM, Kak CKOT...

ANBIOTQHT IIBITAETCS BO3PA3UTh!

— Bame BeanuecTBo, Hac coBCeM HEMHOTO...

Kapa HanmopucTo Bo3pa’kaerT:

— 3aTo MBI — Ayulllas IIeXoTa B Mupe!.. — oH O6pocaeT OBICTPHIM B3TASIA Ha CBOY HEMHO-
TOYUCAEHHBIN AeCaHT. — [Ipoub OTOPOCUM PYCCKHUX U 3aKPENMUMCS, @ TaM IIPUIIABIBET eIlé
OAHA ITapTHs, IIOTOM eIll€... — KOPOAB IIPBITAEeT B AOAKY. — Brepéa, rBapaenst!..

I'pebI1IBI HABAAUBAIOTCS Ha BECAA. ..

Ha appyrom 6epery MeHIITUKOB MOAYA HAaOAIOAQET 3a IlepenpaBol Henpugaread. K Hemy
nopberaeT IIOAKOBHUK:

— Bamre npeBocxopauTeAbCTBO! COAAQTEI U Ka3aKM HAroTose!.. 3aAeTAU B Iellb...

— Aob6po! — oTkamKaeTcsa AaHUABIY. — [TyCTb TOABKO IIIBEABI HAQ 3€MAIO CTYTISAT — MEI
UM IOKa)keM Ky3bKUHY Mamalry!.. Pycs, He Tpych!..

[MTpurubasce, 06a 0eryT K IPUTOPKY, 3@ KOTOPBIM YKPBIAMCE HAIlIX OOMIIEL. YTABIE CYAE-
HBIIIKY IPOTUBHUKA HECTPOMHON (DAOTUANEN TPUOAMIKAIOTCA K Oepery. LIIBeaBI BO TAaBe C
KOPOAEM IIIYMHO BBIIIPHITMBAIOT HA MOKPHIM ITECOK, AeprKa Py’Kbs Hanepesec. Hap rmororum
OTKOCOM Pa3oM IIOAHUMAIOTCS Ka3aubM Iallaxu. APY’KHBIM 3aAll BpaKeCKUX Py>Kel BCTpe-
YyaeT MX BHE3aITHOe MosiBAeHUe. V] He yCIeBaroT IIIBEABI TIepe3apsAUTRCS, KaK Ha HUX 00py-
IITMBAETCSI AaBMHA COAAAT U Ka3aKOB C CAOASIMU U TMKaMU B PyKaxX. YAOBKaA C IallaxaMu IBHO
YAAAQCh...

— Koau u pybu Bcex, pebgral.. — 9pocTHO BOIUT MeHIINKOB, aKTUBHO BMEIIINBAAICh B
cxBaTKy. — He apaBait uM, IpoKASATEIM, cirycKy! Cmeneel..

Kapa 1 ero applOTaHT OTYagHHO XBaTAlOTCA 3a Hanamu. Ha Oepery BHcABl 3aKumaer
OecnollapHasa pyoka...

8

Hauvano cenTa0ps. AeBoOepekHasa YKpauHa. ['opopok Barypun. [TomecTbe rermaHa
Mazensl. CTapblli reTMaH B OeAOM COPOYKe U MIMPOKUX IIapoBapaxX CUAUT Y IIOAYOTBOPEH-
HOTO OKHQ, AepryKa Ha KOAEHSIX OAHAYPY. [1aABIBI ero TUXO TEPEOAT CTPYHBI, & HETPOMKHH,
XPUIIAOBATHIY 'OAOC CTaPATEABHO BEIBOAUT:

O1l, mbl, Mull Mucay, Mull Muca4enbKy!
Ot, mbl, 3upKa siICHQ...

A K cBemumb HA NUGBOPbE,

A3 guBuUHA KPACHA...

W3 cocepHelrt KOMHATHI HOABASIETCS OAVDKAWIIUN [IOMOLIHUK — TeHepPaAbHBIN NHCaphb
OpAHK, Hecs B pyKaX AMCTOK OyMaru.

— Ycé, naH reTMaH, MUCbMO 5 pacIIudpoBas...

B raaszax Masersl el1é CTOUT MeuYTaTeAbHBIU TyMaH, OH HEXOTS OTCTaBASIeT UHCTPYMEHT
1 TOBOPUT CIIOKOMHO:

— W 1o munitet maum Aoabckas?.. Lo et Tpeba?..

— INanu Aoabckas nuineT, — OPAUK BUUTHIBAETCS B TEKCT, — I110 KapA MbITaBcs y3saTh
BapimiaBy, HO 6yB OTOMT MOCKAaASIMU U 9yTh He TIOTMO Y CXBATKe... YCUX ero TeAOXpaHUTeAel
Ka3aKH{ IOPYOUABI HAa KYCKHU...

— A cam Kapa? — 1mouTH paBHOAYIIIHO BOIIpOIIIaeT reTMaH.

— Kopoab ocTaBcs 5KUB M CO BCUM CBOUM BHUMCKOM OTIIPAaBUBCA 3UMOBaTh y [Ipyccun.
Y ropoae A@HIIUT...

— B3popHEIM xA0Ter! — epKo yeMexaeTcss Maszena. — Uyto, IPOKY OT HEro He AIOJKe
oorato... ApayAmuB, 9K IuBeHb! — MaleT pykoi. — Ta Hy ero K 6ucyl..

— A 1m0 IpUKaykellb OTBETUTH HaH! AOABCKOM?.. — cupaBasercs Opauk. ['eTmad mu-
HYTYy 6€3MOABCTBYET, 3aTeM YKAOHUUBO OTBeYaeT:

— OTnuiu ey, o 9 TPOXM 3aHeAY KUA... Ho A9KyIo e€ 3a muceMo... M TaK nepepait Ao-
OpBIN IPUBUT MOEM KPeCTHUIle BUITHEBEIKOIA. ..

— A me AoAbCKasi HaMeKae: MaOyAb, 1o BecHe KapAa nup€T Ha MocKkBy, a Kopoab Cra-
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HHUCAAB Ha BapmaBy... — A0OaBAgeT TeHepaAbHBIN IUCaPhb.

— Hy, "Hexalt upayTh!.. — mokuMmaeT naeyamMy Maszena, AaBas IOHATH TIOMOITHUKY, YTO
pas3roBop 3aKoHYeH. TOT KAQHIETCSI U YXOAUT. XO35IMH TSHeTCS 3a OAHAYPOU, HO B ABEPSX
MOSIBASIETCS TAaUAYK:

— Ilan reTmaH, AO Bac reHEPAAbHBIN CYAbS IBUBCH...

Ma3zerna NpUBeTCTBEHHO MalleT PyKOM:

— 30BH €ro... — B TOPHUIY BXOAUT Bacuaunit Kouybeit. AoOOpoKeraTeAbHO paCKAAHUBA-
€TCs C XO35IMHOM, IIPUBBIYHO KPECTUTCS Ha NKOHOCTAC. — 3axoabl, Bacuauit! Capucs, 6yAb
AQcKoB! — papylIHO IpuraamiaeT retMaH. CyAbs yCa’KHMBAeTCS B KPECAO, Pa3rAa’kKUBaeT
YCBI U OIIPaBAgeT HapgAHBIN KadTaH. Masena XUTPOBATO comtypuBaeTcsa: — JKymaH y T303
Afoske rapHbIT! Hocu Ha 3A0poBBe, a TO CKOpO I1aph [leTpo Hac B HeMeIlKue KaM30ABl OAe-
HeT Ad Ha TOAOBY IIapUK AOXMAThIF HAKUHET...

Kouy0Geli oTBeuaeT He cpa3sy:

— 3aTo OOPOABI HAaM CTPUYb HA Tpeba... — OH TPOTaeT CBOM IAAKUU IMOAOOPOAOK U yC-
MexaeTcs. — A JKyIaHbl MBI 3 TOOOIO MaeM ASIIIICKUE. ..

leTman XMypHUTCA:

— Hexalt Xoub TaKkue... — IIOCAe ITay3bl: — Y TA03 A0 MIH3 AUAO BakKoe?.. JJkoe?..

— AUno e... — coraallaeTcsd CyAbs. — A BaKKOe, UM HU — pelllal caM...

— Hy-ny, cayxato. 'oBopHu...

Kouy0beli HaunHaeT U3paNEKa:

— MBI 3 TOOOMO, IIaH reTMaH, MaOyAb, IK POAHSA... AOUKY CBOIO CTApIIyIO S BBEIAAB 3a
TBOEro nNAeMruHHUKa O0up0BCcKOro. CBapbOy rapHYIO CHITPAABL... YCEMY BOEBOACTBY Ha 3a-
BUAKU. TUIIMPE UepEep 3a MAAQALLIEH. ..

Mazena MeHseTCS B AUIIE.

— BoHa — TBOS KPeCTHWUIIQ, U THI TOJK 3a HEE B OTBUTE... Tak, UM HU?..

leTMaH pacTepaHHO KHUBAET.

— 51 HapyMaB OTAQTH €€ 3a cblHa YUylikeBudya... Ha Hepeae Maro IPUHATH CBATOB. Yero
TIHYTB?..

— CsaToB?! — Masera oI1eAOMAEH 1 He BhIAepsKuBaeT. — Ha Hapo!..

Cyabsl HEAOYMEBAET:

— Lls moueMy — H2 Hap0? — TBEPAO: — UyMKeBUY — KO3aK AOODBIN, U CBIH €ro OAaTbKe
He YCTYIIUT...

l'onoc y Masensl ApOFKUT:

— A BOHa?..

— XT0? Mos >KUHKa?.. — roCTh ycMeXxaeTcsl. — BoHa ToMy TMABKY papa! AMBKe 3aMysK
mnopa...

— Hu, — reT™MaH nepeBOAUT AyX, — A IPO MaTpéHny...

CyAbsa HEIIOHMMaAIOIe CMOTPUT Ha Hero. X03dUH Koe-KaK 0epéT ce0d B PyKH, IIBITasACh
OOBSICHUTBHCS:

— Aa HeyX T303 CBOE AUTE He >Kaab?.. At00 AU el chIH UylikeBuda?! Tl €€ cipocus?
Crpocus, un HU?!..

Kouy06eii B pacTepsIHHOCTH:

— Aa eI 110, MIBaH? — OH pa3BoOAUT pykaMu. — Koraa g cBoro cTapuryto — AHKY — 3a
TBOBO NMAEMHWHHHMKA OTAABAB — XTO €€ IIPOo 113 IhITaB?.. MBI 3 TOO0I0 000 BCEM 3apa3 CTOBO-
PUANCH — U Kpat!..

— 1I» Tak, — Ma3zena My4uTeAbHO ulleT BbIXOA. — Cayxali, Bacuap, paBalt H3 OypaeM
crnemuThb!.. MOTps AlOKe MOAOAQ... — NPHUBCTAET ¢ MecTa. — Hy, mouekait Tpomku!.. Me-
CAL-APYTHUH... 51 T903 TaKOro )KeHUXa 3HalAy — ycel YKpaliHe Ha 3BUAKU! — IPUKAAABI-
BaeT o0e PYKH K cepally. — B 30n0Te TBoA pA0UKa OyAeT KyHaTHUCh... B meakax Ta Oapxare
I'yAsTh... [lounBaTe Ha AeOsoKbell tepuHe... Uyels?.. SIK T9637..

Cyapsi CMYIIEH U oOecKypaskeH. ['Opsgunii MOHOAOT XO39KWHA BBEIOMBAET €T0 U3 KOAEHU.
OH He 3HaeT — CHOPUTH eMy UAU corAamaTrbcsa? [ToKpyTUB B TpeBOTe CBOM CUBHIN yC, Ko-
yybel C TPYAOM BHIA@BAMBAET U3 CeOs:

— 3po0usB THI M2HD 3apauy, MiBaH CrenaHosuu... He 3Hat0, 1110 ¥ AyMars...

Masema ¢ )KapoM IIPOAOATKAET:

— A TBI B3 He aAyMatt! f 3a 963 3kyMeKaro... Ochk ToOU KpecT!.. — pa3MaIlucTo Kpe-
CTHUTCS.

CyAbg HEYKAIOKE ITIOAHUMAETCSI Ha HOTH:

— Hy, Oyab I0-TBOEMy, — OH YellleT 3a yXOM. — BOHO, KOHEYHO, PUAHY AOUKY 3a SICHO-
BEABMOJKHOI'O ITaHA BBIAATH AOJKE TapHO, OAHAKO...

— IITo opHako?!.. — BockauIaeT reTMaH. — Tak BoHO U O0yae! KagHych T903!.. — OH
KpecTuTca eié pas. ['agag Ha Hero, KouyOeil Toke oceHseT ce0s KPeCTOM U PELIUTEABHO
HaAeBaeT Ialnaxy:

— AomnobaueHHs, ITaH TeTMaH... fI modyekaro... Ta moKymMeKaro...

W B HEAETKOM pa3pAyMbe FeHEPAAbHBIU CYAbS YXOAUT. Maselle gBHO He 110 cebe. OH TO
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pacnaxuBaeT BOPOT pyOaxu, TO TepeOUT YChl. X0deT B34Th B PyKU OAHAYPY U TYT J)Ke OTCTaB-
Aget e€. [Torom meppo HabuBaeT Ta0AKOM TPYOKY U 30BET:

— O, xaromue! Hecwl Buraa!..

[TogBageTcs TalipyK C TOPAIled AYUUHOM, IOAHOCHUT e€ MaHy. ['eTMaH >KaAHO 3aTATUBA-
€TCsI U BBIITYCKAeT KAYOBI CHU30Tr0 AbIMA. AMIIO €ro UCYe3aeT 3a IMAOTHOM, KOAEOAIOIIEeNC s
3aBECOM...

9

Koraa Taba4yHBIN ABIM PACCEMBAETCS, FTeTMaH BAPYT BCIIOMUHAET: BOT OH, FOHBIN N3THAH-
HUK, CKa4eT BO BECh OIIOP IO IIpOCTOpaM popamuMou BoabiHu. O3a004€HHOCTh, BOAHEHUE U
I'PYCTh OAOAEBAIOT OBIBIIEro mnaka. OH TO C TOCKOIO CMOTPHUT II0 CTOPOHAM, TO AOCAAAMBO
XMYPHTCS, TO YIOPHO IIOATOHSIET KOHA... 1 TOABKO B BUAY OTUETO AOMA YIPIOMBIU B3TASIA €TI0
3aMeTHO CBETAEET U IIYIIOK Ha I'y0ax pacTAruBaeTCs B AETKOM yABIOKe. OH CXOAY IIepeMa-
XMBaeT HU3KUM [IAeTeHb ¥ OCaKHUBAET AOIIaAb y KPBIABIIA...

— IlaHBIY NpUMXaB! — BOCTOP’KEHHBEIM XOPOM BCTPEYAIOT €r0 ABOPOBBIE HAMMHUTHL. U
eABa OH C UX IIOMOIIIBIO CA€3aeT C Cepra — Ha KPBIAbLLE NIOSBASIETCS CeAas MaTh, BO3AEBas
K HeOy pyKHU:

— HMBace! CeiHKy! OCh HE UYyAQ, HU rapaAd... — PAAOCTh Ha AUIle OBIBIIIETO KOPOAEBCKO-
IO CAYTH CMeHsIeTCsI YHBIHUEeM, HO MaTh He 3aMmedaeT 3Toro: — MAbI ke cropb!! Aail OOHATH
T203!.. [ToderOMKaeMcsl... — M IOCAYIIHBIN CBIH CIIEIIUT Pa3AeAUTh MAaTEPUHCKYIO PAAOCTh
u AacKy. OHa ropsg4o OOHMMAET U IIeAyeT ero, yCIeBast MUMOXOAOM COOOIIATL: — Ay HAaC y
roctsx naH @arb60BcKuil... [TomHums ero, Misacuk ? Hu 3a0yB?..

— Hun, — orBeuaeT OBIBIINI NTaJK, €ABA YCIIEB PA3TAIAETb ABYX AEBUYIIEK — €rO POA-
HBIX CECTED, 3aCTEHYNBO 3aCTBIBIINX Y ABepu. OH Ha XOAY KUBAET UM.

— Hy, ntupsM y ropHuIy, — BOPKyeT MaTb. — [103A0pOBKaeMcs ¢ IaHOM, a IIOTUM 1 T303
KOPMHUTB CTaHy... [OAOAHBIN, BXK3 JK, SIK BOBK...

— IMoroapu, MaThl, — CONPOTUBASIETCS CBIH. — MOJKe, CBUTKY CMEHUTH? ..

OHa OKUABIBAET ero OBICTPBIM B3TASIAOM:

— Ho Tp364a, cBIHKY... X10a THI He ¢ Aoporu? [1an T503 H3 OCYAMUT...

OHHU nlepecTynaroT IOPOT MPOCTOPHOU TOPHUIIBL. B KpacHOM yTAy, Ha CTyAe, CUAUT Ba-
ABSIKHBIN, AOPOAHBIM MIAIXTHY — ITaH DarbboBckui. Ha ero pyMsiHOM, CO CKA€POTUUECKH-
MU JKUAKAMHU AHIle UTPAeT OAAropylIHas yAbIOKa. [TBIIIHBIE YCBI 3aIIOA3AIOT YyTh AU HE K
BUCKaM.

— 3A0pOBeHbKU Oyabl, IaH Masenal.. — pokoueT OH I'ycThIM 6acoM. — Sk ¢303 4yB-
CTBYye Halll CAABHBIY KOPOAB?..
— Asgxkyto, man @arbooBckutt! Halll KOpoAb JKUBY Y AOOPOM 3ApPaBUM... — BSIAO OOPMO-

yeT OBIBIINU IIa’K, TOCKAUBO OCMaTPHUBasd CBOE HeOoraToe JKUAUIIIE.

W BAPYT PABHOAYIIHBIN B3TASIA €rO CIIOTBIKAeTCsl O F0OHOe, IIpeAeCTHOe co3paHue. Mo-
AOAEHBbKas ITaHEHKA, CUAS TTOOAAAL OT CBOET'O I'PO3HOT'0 BAACTEAUHAE, C HECKPBIBAEMBIM MH-
TepecoM CMOTPHUT Ha YTPIOMOTO HeyA@uHHMKa. Mazena HeBOABHO IIPUOOOAPSIETCS U TYT JKe
pacmpaBAsieT IIACYH...

— Hartir Kopoab — AfoKe AOOPBINM BAACTEAMH!.. — C TOTOBHOCTBIO TIOAXBATHLIBAET MATh.
— BuH MOBO CBIHA IIUPO JKAAYe...

BrIBIINY Ta’)K HEBOABHO OIIYCKAET F'OAOBY...
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Ha aABope yKe oKTAOpB Mecsrn, B Maropoccum o-npeskHeMy sIpKO CBETUT COAHILE, a B
Cankr-TleTepOypre NOTAHYAO XOAOAOM. B HeGoAbIIOM p0MUKe [TeTpa caM napb U apAMHUpan
AnpakcuH cobuparoTcs B TaaBanue. Ha IleTpe BEICOKME KOJKaHEBIE CAllOTH, I'pybast MaTpoc-
CKasd KypPTKQ, 3I0MABECTKA C OOABIIMMU ITOAIMHU. [ToAOOHEBIM ke 00pa3oM OAeT M ATPpaKCHH.
O0a CupAT 3@ CTOAOM, IIBIOT FOPSIUmni Koge...

— Kak pymaents, ITéTp Arekcend, OTBaKUTCS HbIHYe KapaA MOpPCKyio OaTaAUio 3aTe-
ATh?.. VIAM TOCyXy MOMAET?.. — CIpAIlUBAET aAMUPAA.

F'ocypaps oTBeuaeT OCAe HEOOABIIOTO PA3AYMbS:

— Ot Aaunura Ao IleTepOypra yTh HeBeAUK... [ Ip1 XopollleM BeTpe 3a HEAEAIO OAOAETh
€T0 3eA0 BO3MOJKHO...

— OHO-TO TaxK... Aa BeAb OKTSA0pb Ha ABope. LIITopMUT U3psIAHO...

— A Kapay sto Hunouém! Tel BcmoMHHU, MaTBend, Kak rmop HapBoii oH IOIIEA Ha HAC,
KOTAQ CHET BAAOM BAAUA U BETED AYA HEMUAOCEPAHBIN! DTOT AUXOAEM TBEPAO 3HAET — Apa-
Ky HaAOOHO 3aTeBaTh, KOraa Te0s He JKAYT. B 4éM, B uéM, a B yAAABCTBE eMy He OTKa’Kelllb.

ATIpakCHH AYKaBO yCMeXaeTCs:

— A nop BapiaBoit, KOTA@ OH PeKy NepenAblA, MeHIINKOB eABa He IIOAOHHA €To... Bcto
KapaoBy oxpaHy KOCTBMH IIOAOKHAHU, CaM OH YYAOM CIIaccsd... PUCKOBATh KOPOAB IIMOKO
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ropasp... COpBUTOAOBA IIPSAMO...

— Pasypanas Oamrka — 1 oHa B 3eMAIO napaeT! Paccrapaiica Toraa AneKkcalllka — U BO-
MiHe ObIA OBl KOHell! IIlyTKa AU — BOCBMOM I'OA paTOOOPCTBYEM... AepsKaBa, IIOAH, YCTaAQ. ..

U He ycnieBaeT apAMUpPaA OTBETUTh — B KOMHATY BXOAAT IIOAPYyTa rocypaps EkaTepuHa u
AeHIIVK aps Kukus:

— locypaps, 60T roToB...

— BoT u AapHO, — TTETp OBICTPO AOTIMBAET Kode U BCTaéT. EKaTeprHa MOAXOAUT, AACKO-
BO HAIIyTCTBYS €ro:

— bBatromka, 0yap ocroposkHeli! Henoropa Bepab Ha ABope... Kak OBl OeABI He CAYUYU-
AOCh...

BBICcOueHHBIN BAQCTUTEAD HEJKHO CKAOHSIETCS, OOHUMAET, IIeAYeT IIOAPYTY, OCTOPOSKHO
IIOTAQKUBAS €€ 5KUBOT:

— Hwuuero, MaTyIka, XyAoTro He CAyYHuTCA!.. — ycMeXaeTcsd. — A KOAM CAYYUTCI — Ha-
CAEAHUK BCE MCIpaBuUT!..

ExarepuHa ommacAMBO KayaeT 'OAOBOU U IIUPOKO KPECTUT CBOETO BAACTeAUHA. [1ETp B
COIIPOBOSKAEHUM aAMUPaAa U AeHIITUKA BEIXOAUT U3 AOMUKA...

A Hap I'leTepOyproM MAOTHO CTYCTUAUCH HU3KHE, Mpa4YHble Ty4d. AyeT 390KUM, IPUHU-
3pIBarolui BeTep. [To HeBe HeyCcTaHHO I'yAdIOT CBHUHIIOBBIE, 3AOBellllie BOAHBL. AyOOBBIN
OOT epBa Aep’KUTCA Y Oepera, yrposKalollle pacKaumBasch. MaTpPOCH], CUAAIIINE Ha BECAAX,
130 BCEX CHA CKPBIBAIOT CTPaX, CTapasiCh He CMOTPETh B AWUIIA APYT APYTa M OTA@BasiCh TOAb-
KO Ha BoAto [IpoBuAEHUS. ..

[TéTp, IPOBOPHO M YMEAO 3alIPLITHYB BHYTPb IIOCYAUHB], CPa3y yA@BAUBAeET OOIIjee Tpe-
BOJKHOE HaCTpOeHUe U 3aA0PHO KPUUHUT:

— He ny>xatitecs, 6patinl! bor He BEIAQCT — CBUHBS He CheCT! BBl KOrpa-HUOYAD CABI-
XaAH, YTOOBI Iapb NOTOHYA? CABIXAAU aAb HET?

— Huxkak Her... He cAbIXaau... — OT3bIBaeTCs HECTPOMHBIN XOP.

— To-To xe! A s, HeCKAAAHBIN, U IIAABATH-TO He yMelo... — CMeeTcs rocypapb. Ha au-
IIaX MaTPOCOB MEABKAIOT NOAOOUS YABIOOK. AAMUPAA M AEHIIIUK TeCHO YCa>KUBAIOTCH 110 00e
CTOPOHEL OT I'leTpa, 1 AIpaKCUH KOMaHAYeT:

— A ny, OpaTibl, HaBaauck! Pazom! Pazom! boriuee!

MaTpochl U30 BCEX CHA HAaAeTalOT Ha BEécAa. PyaeBoll yMeao mepeKAaABIBaeT PyAb. boT
MEAAEHHO ypansdeTcs oT Oepera. Kydka My>KUKOB 1 0a0, CTPyAUBIINXCA Ha Oepery, 3aKpHhl-
BasICh YeM IIOIIAAO OT BETPQ, OIACAUBO CAEAUT 3@ HUM. CABIIITHEI TOAOCA!

— Hey»xTo aTO cam naps?!..

— Ou cambIi... KTo ke e1é?

— A KyABI OH ITIOTIABIA B 3A@KO€e HeHACThe ?

— B KpoHmar, AOAKHO... BoAbIlle HEKYABL...

— Bor HeyromonHsI#! Hero eMy B Tellae-TO He CUAUTCS? ..

— Aeno, BUAATh, CypbesHoe... ['ocypapeso...

IMTocyaunHa HEIpSET B BOAHAX, KakK IIelKa, IOKyAd COBCEM He UCUe3aeT U3 BUAY.

— Tlocmoau, criacw UX, TPEUIHBIX! — TOYTH B TOAOC TpUYUTAIOT 6abbl. — He apatt uMm
3a3ps NorubHyTh, Hukoaal-yropHuk!.. [Tomaan ux, rapuiia HebecHasi, MaTepb IIpecBgTas
Boropoaurtal..

MaTpocsl, 9poCTHO paboTasi BECAAMU, TOXKEe TBEPAAT MOAUTBHI IIOOEAEBIINMU OT Ha-
NpsKeHUs U cTpaxa rybamMu. Aaske caM Iapb, aAMUPaA U ACHIIIUK, OTBOAS OAUH OT APYTOTO
B3TASIABL, MEAKO KPeCTATCA M 0€33BYyYHO MOBTOPAIOT «OTYe HAIl...

HakoHern, BpaneKe IIOKA3BIBAIOTCA OACTUOHBEI U KypTHUHBI KpoHinTapTa. Bce 3aMeTHO
IPHUOOOAPSIOTCS, @ OT CTeH KPEIIOCTH CIIEIIUT KOMaHAA COAAAT BO TA@BE C YHTEP-O(PUIIEPOM.
AOHOCHUTCSI TYAKUH BBICTPEA CUTHAABHOTO OpyAusd. BOT Bpe3aeTcss HOcOM B KPOMKY Oepera,
rpeOLbl MUTOM «CyIIaT» BECAA. Llapb 1 eT0 MOMOILIHUKHU CIIPLIIMBAIOT HAa TBEPAYIO 3€MAIO.

— Baire napckoe BeanuecTBo! — AOKAQABIBAET AeKYPHBIN odullep. — 'apHU30H Kpe-
IIOCTH HECET CAYKOy UCITPaBHO. BOABHEBIX U paHeHBIX HeT. Kakue OyAyT IpHUKa3aHu4g ¢

— AoOpo. 3a60ThI BaM CKOPO IIpuOaBUTCS. Aep>KUTeCh, IIpaBOCAaBHEIE! A IPOBUAHTY,
IIOPOXY U SIAEP BaM Ha AHSX AOCTABAT — KOTAA IIOTOAQ UYyTh YASIKeTcs, AacT bor!

W B cCOIpOBOKAEHNUM OAMIKAUIINX IIOMOIITHUKOB, MATPOCOB U COAAAT TOCYA@Ph HAIIPaB-
ASIeTCSI B KPEIOCTh.
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HeszameTHO mopomira 3uMa. B pekabpe Mecsarle B ropoae Aannure (I[Ipyccus) B poome
TaMOIIIHEr0 OyproMUCTPa PACIOAOKHUAACE CTaBKa IIIBEACKOTO KOPOAd. B cpeapnHe Mecdria
Kapa pemma cobpars BCceX TAABHBIX BOEHAYaAbHUKOB. ['eHepansl Kanudep, AeBeHraynr,
Iaunnen6ax, Metipeas, [nappe, Kpaccay, 'MAAeHKPOK U TOABCKUM KOPOAB CTaHMCAQB
AeNINHCKUU COLIAUCH B IPUEMHOM 3aAe. U 1o BceMy OBIAO 3aMEeTHO, UTO OOCY>KAEHHE IIPO-
XOAWT BeCbMa OYPHO M YUYaCTHUKU He HaXOAAT OOIIero COrAacHs.
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— Sl He MOT'y TOpPYaTh 3A€Ch AO BECHEI, — cepAUTO 3aMeuaeT Kapa. — COAAAQTHI CONIBIOT-
cs 1 paszoberyrcd. Hu 0 KakoU AUCITUIIAWHE TYT He MOJKET ObITh ¥ peur. COAAAQT TOrAQ COAAQT,
KOT'AQ OH XpaOpo BOIOET, a He TAYIIUT IIeABIN AeHb IIHaIfc!..

— A coraaces c Ero BeanuectBoM, — mocae BecoMoi nay3sl BTopuT Kanudep. — bes-
AEUCTBHUE, U BIIPABAY, 'yOUTEABHO CKa3bIBAE€TCS Ha apMuu. He 3a0bIBaliTe, rOCIOAQ, YTO MBI
coOpaAnu II0A CBOM 3HAMEHA He TOABKO IIIBEAOB, HO U (PUHHOB, IPYCCAKOB, CAKCOHIIEB, AU-
TOBIIEB... — HEXOTS KOCUTCH Ha AEIUHCKOTO, — U, IPOCTUTE, IIOASIKOB...

— A pa3sBe HOASIKYU IINOXO BOIOIOT?.. — Cpa3y OTKAUKAETCS MOABCKHM KOpoAb. KaHudep
Pa3BOAUT PyKaMMU:

— S sToro He ToBOpPUA... Ho ecAn apmusa He 60peTcsl ¢ BHEITHUM BparoM — OHAa HUIIET
BParoB BHYTPEHHUX... Ml HAXOAUT UX HE3aMEAAUTEABHO, YK ITIOBEPLTeE. ..

[ITrrappe BBIHY>KAEHHO IIPU3HAET:

— KoOHeuHO, AUCITUTIIAMHY U ITOPSAOK He HaBEAEIIb M CAMBIMU KPYTBIMU MepaMH, XOTS
naps [1éTp pyOUA CBOUM CTPEABLLAM F'OAOBBHL...

CoOpaBuecs ycMexatoTcs. 'eHepaa MelaeAb yTOUHSET:

— W 3T0 eMy moMOrAO?

[Inappe no>kxuMaeT NA€UYaMU:

— TBEpPAO CKa3aTh He MOI'y, HO UHOTAQ €My YAQBAAOCH HaC KPEIIKO IIOMSTh...

Kapa ynopHO HalloMUHaeT:

— Tlocnopa reHepansbl, paBaTe OAMIKE K AeAy. Sl HacTamBaro Ha TOM, YTOOBI OTKPHITh
BOEHHBIe AeHCTBUS B caMoe OArKaliiee BpeMs. JKAaTh HEKOTAQ U He3aueM...

— Mer noripém Ha ITetepOypr?.. — 3apaét Bonpoc HlannneHno6ax.

[ToAbCKUIT KOPOAB BCTABASIET:

— I'lo mouM cBepeHuAM [TETp 3TOM OCEHBIO N30 BCEX CUA YKpeIAsa KpoHIITaAT, cTapa-
SICh CAEAAQTh €r0 HEIIPUCTYIIHBIM... A 3TO KAIOU KO BCeMY IT0OepesKbIO...

[MTpucyTcTByIOmue CMOTPAT Ha LIBEACKOT'O BAAABIKY. KapA TBEPAO 3a4BAET:

— Mkl noripéM Ha MocCKBy!.. — OH IIepeBOAUT B3TASA Ha /\eBeHraynra. — To4dHee, Ha
MockBy NIOMAY 4, @ BB, ApaM, ABUHeTeCh Ha PUTy U Aanee, Kak MOAYYUTCS... — B 3aAe Ha-
cTynaeTr TuinHa. HUKTO He OepéTca ocopuTsh pelleHre MOHapxa. OH ITIOBOPAYUBAETCSA K
AemuHckoMy: — KcTaty, a ueM ceiyac 3aHAT pycckul napb? OH no-npe>xHeMy B [leTep-
Oypre?

— Her, Bamre BeanuecTBO, — XMYypO OTBeUYaeT MOAIK. — MarOpPOCCUUCKUU reTMaH Ma-
3ella HEA@BHO COOOIIIMA MHe, YTO I1apb BHOBb BhleXaA B [ToAbITy...

Kapa HEBOABHO yCMeXaeTcs:

— OroT TauHCTBeHHBIM Ma3zenal.. Bel A0 cux nop Bepute eMmy, CTaHUCAAB?..

AeNIIMHCKUN OTBOAUT B3TASA.

— MHe Ka’keTcd, — FOBOPUT MOAYABIINUI AOTOAE AeBEHTayNT, — YTO 3TOT XUTPHIM CTa-
PUK BEAET ABOMHYIO UIPY... 1 penaeT BCE ¢ BepoOMa 1aps...

— BroaHe BO3MO>KHO, — pPaBHOAYIIIHO OpocaeT Kapa 1 BHOBb 0OpalljaeTcs: K MOAbBCKO-
My KOopoato. — Craxute, CTaHUCAAB, a TAe celuac 3TOT HeyCTPAIlIUMbIN MeHIITNKOB ¢

NAEHINHCKUMN OXOTHO IIOSICHSET:

— MeHIINKOB PAaCIOAOKUACS B MecTeuke AzeHIlora. DTo B [Toabirte. C HUM IIeXoTa U
KOHHUIIA.

— llokakure MHe, Tae BCE 3TO, — HACTAMBaeT LIBEACKUU MOHApPX. ['eHepanbl Apy>KHO
CKAOHSIOTCS Hap AesKalllel Ha CTOAE KapTou.
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Konern aekabpga 1707 ropa. 'opopok Batypus. B uncTol, yIOTHOM TOpHHUILE, 3@ CTOAOM,
MHUPHO PACIOAOKHMACS caM XO0351MH. [lepep HUM TOpUT CBeYa, A€KUT AUCT OyMaru, CTOUT
YepHUABHUIIA, B pyKax — Iepo. Ha Auile ctaporo rerMaHa 0apuT oO00>KaHHUe, YMUAEHUE U
BocCTOPT. PyKa ero 6epe>kHO, cTapaTeAbHO BBIBOAUT: «Mog roayda! Mog sgcounbka! Mos ko-
xaHa AmBuYMHA!» [ToTOM OH TEPEeBOAUT B3TASIA B OKHO...

3a OKHOM IIAaMeHeeT 3aKarT. [TyHnoBeili. BceoxBaTHEIN. V1 Ma3sena BAPYT BCIOMUHAET:
TIOYTH TTOABEKAa Ha3a) Ha ero MOABIXaromeM (hoHe MeAbKara TEMHas (purypa OAMHOKOTO
BcapHUKa. OH CKaKaA IIOAEM, BOABHBIN, KaK BeTep... A B CTOPOHE BUAHA CEeAbCKas AOPOra,
U TI0 Hel AMXO0 KaTHUAA ITPOCTOPHAas OPUYKA, B KOTOPOU eXaA ICHOBEABMOJKHLIN mmaH Darb-
0oBckuit. OH TOKe 3aMeTUA PUTYPY KOHHUKQE, CKaYyIllero CBOOOAHO U OeCIIPenaTCTBEHHO,
IIOYTH KaK CKa30YHOe BUAECHUE. ..

— A my croy, ITanac! — oxkauKaeT oH Kydepa. bpuuka ocTaHaBAuBaeTcs. Tpoe BepXo-
BBIX, COITPOBOJKAABIIINX XO35IMHA, OKPY’KAIOT e€. — KTo 3T0? — maH MAETKOM MOKa3hkIBaeT
Ha IIOAO3PUTEABHOE BUAEHUE. XOAOIBI OTTACAUBO MTEPETASIABIBAIOTCS.

— MaOyAp, IaH UAU Ka3akK... — HEYBEPEHHO IIOACKA3bIBaeT OAVH.

— A mouemy oH ckaueT moreM? — pouckuBaeTrcst Garr6oBckuii. Cayrm moadat. ['ocmo-
AVH IIDOU3HOCUT YTBEPAUTEABHO: — A CKauyeT OH OT MO€U yCaAbOHL... Boabllle OBITL eMy He-
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rae... PasBe He Tak?!.. — XOAOIIBI O€3MOABCTBYIOT. [TaH 1lepuT yrposkatoie: — Hy, ragaure,
raptoube nmaeMs!.. EcAM BB 9TO-TO 3HaeTe ¥ MOAUNTE — IIKYPY C Ka’KAOTro ciyiny! — oH 00-
paiiaercss K opHoMy: — CKaul, XOAOII, B UMeHbe M CKa’KU I'OCIIOXKE, UTO I OCTAACS TOCTUTh
y nnaHa Priabckoro... Hepes Tpu AHSA OyAy Hazap,. Hepes Tpu AHS, TIOHAA? .. — CAyTa IOKOPHO
KUBaeT TOAOBOM M ITOACTETHUBAET AOIIaAb, Ta 6epeT phickio. DarbOOBCKUM TPOBOJKAET €Tr0
B3TASIAOM U NIPUKa3bIBaeT Kyuepy: — Pa3Bopauusali KoHel! [Toexann...

— K nany PeiAbcKOMYy?.. — IepeclpallBaeT BO3HUIIA.

— He TBoé cobaube peno! — psBKaeT naH. — Sl cKaXky — KYAQ...

A TaMHCTBEHHBIM BCAAHUK — 3TO OBIA MOAOAOU Ma3zemna — TaAOIIOM CIELIUT K CBOeEMY
ABOPY. MaxoM nepecKakKHWBaeT IIAeTeHb, OCa)KUBAeT KOHS Y KPBIABIIQ, AUXO CIPBITMBaeT Ha
CTyIleHbKU. Hen3BeCcTHO OTKyAA B3ABIINUICSA HAMMUT AOBKO II€PEXBATHIBAET IIOBOA,

— Hakopmu ero! — mpukasbiBaeT X0359UH U 3a0eraeT B AOM.

— Lo o1, IBaCch? — AOHOCHUTCSI TOAOC MaTEPH.

— 4, mamo! — MHUMOXOAOM OTKAMKAeTCs Maserna, CKphIBasiCh B CBOelM KOMHaTe. MaThb
YTO-TO BOPUYUT €MY BCAEA, HO CBIH, OBICTPO ITI€PEKPEeCTUBIINCEH Ha UKOHY C MepIialolel AaM-
TaAOM B KPACHOM yTAY, He pa3peBasCh, BAAUTCS Ha IOCTEAb. B pa3aanoXxmMaueHHOM TOAOBE ero
IIPOHOCSTCSI YIOUTEABHBIE BUACHUS: TOABIE IIA€UYN IIPEKPACHOM NaHHBI, €€ BBICOKAask MOAO-
sl TPYAB, PacChIIIaHHEBIE B OecllopsiAKe OeAOKypbIe IPSIAU... BBIBIINIM ITa’K KPeIIKo OOHUMa-
€T ITyXOBYIO IOAYIIKY ¥ MTHOBEHHO 3aCHINIaeT, KaK B OMyT OKYHAEeTCHl. ..

W, kaxkeTcs, CIIyCTsI MTHOBEHHUE €T0 HACTOUYMBO TePEOUT UbA-TO KpPellKasd pyKa:

— IlanHouky! [laHHOUKY, IpochinanuTech! Aa IPOCHIIAUTECh )K€ — A0 BAaC YOAOBUK
IIPUCKAKaB...

— A-a-a... XTo? XTOCh Takuii? Aas 9yoro?.. — Maserna ¢ TPyAOM pasaenasieT Beku. Mo-
AOAOM PaOOTHUK CKAOHUACS Hap €70 U3TOAOBBEM, AePrKa B IaAbIIaX KAOUOK Oymaru. — Horo
T203, Aech?.. — XPUIUT TaH.

CAayra ThI4eT eMy I10A HOC OyMa’kKy:

— Ocb. Bun Beaea iepepaTs...

Ma3zena BbIXBaThIBaeT 3alMCKy U3 ero pyku. Capurca. HurtaeT. B cBeTe 3aHMMaroIe-
rocsi yTpa BUAHBI €ABa pas3anuuMble cTpoku: «Koxaubeiri! Mot Mysk npuepeT He ckopo. C
HeTepIlleHueM KAy TeOs. Lleayto. TBosg FO3bica». BoIBImm na’k BCKAKUBaET C IIOCTEAN:

— A> BUH?..

— Yekae BO ABOpPU, — MHUI'OM OTBeuaeT HAaUMUT. CYaCTAMBBIN AFOOOBHUK AEAQeT He-
CKOABKO IIIaTOB K ABEPH, IIOTOM BAPYT 3aMupaeT. OAYyMBIBAeTCH:

— A UnTO BUH JKAET?..

— OTBUTa, — IOACKA3bIBAET CAYTA.

Maszerna OpocaeTcs K CTOAY, AMXOPaAOYHO HllleT OyMary, nepo, Y4epHUAbHULY. HaxopuT
TO U APYTO€ M CTPOYUT KOPOTKUM OTBeT. CBOPAUYUBAET U OTAAET €TO XAOIIILY:

— Bot. Hecu emy...

CAayra IpOBOPHO HUcYe3aeT. Ma3zena ellé U elllé pa3 IepeduThIBaeT 3alIUCKy AFOOOBHU-
IIBI, )KapKO [eAyeT e€ U IPUKMMAET K CEePALLY.

A TOHell, IOAYYUB OTBETHOE IIOCA@HUe, CHOPOBUCTO IIpSYeT ero B IIallKy, BCKAKUBAaeT
Ha KOHS U CKaveT IIPOYb OT XyTOPa, IIOAHUMAsI KAyObI AOPOSKHOM IBIAH... OcaTaHeAO TOpAa-
HAT XyTOPCKHUE IIETYXH, Hap CTENbIO AeHUBO BCTAET MAAMHOBOE COAHIIE, PACCBETHBIN BeTep
IpurndaeT AOAY CEAYIO I'PUBY KOBBLIAEH... BCAAHUK, IIPOCKAaKaB BEPCTHI TPH, CIIEIINBAETCS Y
MIPUAOPOKHOM KOPUMEI. A Ha 1Topore cTouT naH OarbO00BCKUH.

— Hyuro? — xmypurca nad. — CKOpO OH OyA€eT?..

XOAOII CHUMAET IIAlKY:

— Ocb no6auybTe, — U OTAQET XO3IUHY Ma3€ellluH OTBET.

®arbOOBCKUM YUTAET BCAYX!

— Moe cepaenbko! 3apa3 npuaeuy, gk nruta. Teuit flcb, — naH Kpyrtur yc. — Hy, no-
TASAMM Ha 3Ty IOTUIY, — 3A0PAAHO ycMeXxaeTcsd. — AoOpe HOIIUNAEM V Hel Iephd... Mk,
pacdydeipuncs, nasauH!.. Hy, moropu! — 6pocaer cayre: — CKa)kKu XAONIIaM — IIYCTb KO-
HeMt CepAaroT...

ABoe cAyT BEIBOAAT Aolitaped, ParbO0BCKUN ycakuBaeTcs B Opuuky. EBpeii-kopumapb
BBIHOCHT ITaHY 4apKy BOAKH. OH MaxOM OITPOKHMABIBAET €€ B POT M KOMAHAYET:

— Ilorongai, I'lanac!..

Bpuuka Tporaetrcs. Tpoe XOAOIIOB IIPBLITAIOT B CEAAA U CIIelIaT 3a rocnopnHoM. Ho He
YCIIeBAIOT OHU IPOCKAKATh U IIOABEPCTH], KAK HABCTPeuy UM, B OOAAKe ITBIAY, HECETCS CUacT-
AUBBIM BcapHUK. DarbO0BCKUM rapKaerT:

— A Hy-Ka cto#i, Masena!.. Ctoi, komy ropopro! 3ampu, cobauuii cbiH!.. — OBIBIINU
TTa’k oca’kMBaeT kepeldita. XOAOIIBI Pa3oM IIperpaxAaroT eMy myTh. [1lan Oarb00BCKUH Ts-
JKeAO CIIyCKaeTCs Ha 3eMAIO: — 3AOPOBEHBKU OYABL, AFOOE3HBIM! — KPUBO ycMeXaeTcs IIaH.
— W Kyaa >Ke THI Tak IIBBIAKO CKadelllb?! B Takyto panb?.. M He ciuTcs TeOe, 6ANCTPIOK...
— AIOOOBHUK YTPIOMO MOAYMT. Ha HEM HOBBIM KapTaH U IIAATA C IepOM. — A BBEIPSIAUACH
Ba)KHO, — POTOHOCEI] eAKO ITyPUTCS, — SIK IaBAWH!.. — OH AOCTa€T U3-3a I05ICa IMUCTOAD.
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— A mny, retb! Caesall c KoH4... 2JKuBee!.. — TOTpsACEHHBIN Masena MEAAEHHO CIIOA3AeT Ha-
3eMb. — KoAu OBIA OBI JKMB TBOM POAHOM OaThKa, — 3A00HO 11epuT DarbO00BCKHUM, — OH OBI
COAPaA C TeOs IIITaHbl A BhICEK TeOs mokperye... Kpanupoii!..

— 3amo’?.. — I0OeAeBIIMMHY I'yOaMu IleTdeT OBIBIINY MasK.

Poronocer] rpo3uT eMy IUCTOAEM:

— 3amo?!.. A 3a TO, YTOOBI ThI, BapHAaK, [10 Uy;KUM IIOABOPBSIM He e3AUA Ad He BaAIACH
Ha HIAIXETCKUX IIepPUHaX C HeBEPHBIMU JKEHAMHU, ITOTaHbIN XOXO0A!.. — OH OpocaeT cayram:
— A HY-Ka, XAOIIBI, pa3jpeHsbTe erol..

— SIK? — C rOTOBHOCTBIO OTKAUKAETCSI Kydep.

— Jomnaral.. — yeTBEpKa CAyT HaOpackiBaeTcs Ha Ma3sery 1 cphIBaeT C HEro Bech Iie-
TOABCKOM Hapsip. — Tenepb BSKUTE ero, IaCKyAHHKa, K KOHCKOMY XBOCTY, Ad ITokpernyel..
— MCTUTEABHO PacHopsyKaeTCs MaH.

YAQUAMBOTO AFOOOBHUKA, IMTOTEPSBINIETO OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH, TI030Pa U CTPaxa ITOCAEA-
HHUEe KPOXU MY>KeCTBa, HaKpeIlKO MIPHBSA3BIBAIOT K Pelulle KOHCKOTO XBOCTa, IIepeXBaTUB
eMy BepEBKOU 3alICThsA PYK, U I1aH, 3A00HO OI[ePUBIINUCEH, CTPEASET IIOBePX yIIlel JKkeped1ia
13 MICTOAETQ, @ Kydep HaOTMalllb XAEeIIeT ero KHyTOM...

Konb B3BUBaeTcsa Ha AbIOBL. Ma3sena OIIpOKUABIBAETCS HAB3HUYD, U JKepelel], He Uy ITOA
Cco0O0M HOT, MUUTCS Oe3yAeP KHBIM aAAIOPOM, BCE YOBICTPSSA U YOBICTPsA OeT... Teao 6epHOTO
AIOOOBHUKA, MOAIPBITUBAS Ha yXabaxX U MPOAMPAsCh CKBO3b KOAIOUME KYCTHI, OOPEUYEHHO
BOAOYHUTCSI CAEAOM... BepéBKa AAMHOIO B TPU apIIvHa M 3aAHKe KOIIBITa KOHS eABa He yAapsi-
IOT IOHOIITY B 3@TBIAOK. XOAOITEI HEBOALHO OTBOAST I'Ad3a, a naH Marb00BCKUY, Tepe3apsIAuB
MIUCTOAET, TYAKO CTPEASIET B BO3AYX...

13

Hosri 1708 rop, TouHee KoHer aHBap4, [1éTp BcTpeTna B Beaopyccun, Ha MOCTY 4yepes
peky HeMmaH. 3a HUM Haxopuacs ropoa 'poaHo. Llaps BMecTe ¢ OpUrapHBIM reHeparoM-Ha-
éMHUKOM MIOAeHAOP(OM BHUMATEABHO OCMOTPEA €r0 OKPECTHOCTH M IIPUKA3aA:

— IlIBepoB B ropop He ponrycKath!.. Exkean Kapa mOoMAET Ha IPUCTYII — MOCT B30PBaTh!
Be3o BcaKoro npoMepAeHus. ..

MioAeHAOPd OCTOPOIKHO 3aMETHA:

— Ho, Bamre BeanuecTBO, peka emje 1oA0 AbAOM U €CTh BO3MOJKHOCTE [IEPEUTH €€...

— Aép — He OpoH4... — KaTeropuuHo orpesaet [1éTp. — C AeCATOK sSIAep U TpaHaT CAe-
AQIOT M3 Hero Kalry... [0OBopio 3To BaM, reHepaa, Kak ObIBIINY OoMOapAup... [ToMHUTE: TAaB-
HOe — MOCT... [opoa 'poAHO He AOAJKEH AOCTAThCS HENIPUATEAIO! DTO IIpUKas...

— Caymiatocs, Barte BeandecTBo!.. — cMUpPEeHHO OTBETHA FeHePaA.

l'ocypaps cea B KapeTy U yKaTuA. MIoAeHAOP® B pa3pyMbe CTOSIA HA MOCTY. A Ha TOM
Oepery NOABUACS Ka3auui pa3besp,. YPIAHUK, CAOJKUB PYIIOPOM AQAOHM, KDUYNUT:

— O, npaBocaasHEle! JKauTte Kapay B roctu!.. [1IBepnI B AByX BepcTax!..

K MrioareHpOPdY TOADETAeT CalépHBIN KallUTaH:

— Barre 1peBOCXOAUTEABCTBO, IPUKaskeTe IIOPOX 3aKAAABIBATh? ..

— 3aueM?.. — BOIIpOIIIaeT reHepaA.

— Aak mBeAbl OAM3KO!..

MroareHAOPd MalIeT PyKOWU:

— Ilospno. He ycneeM...

— A eXXeAu IOIIPOOOBATH?.. — HACTAUBAET KAIIUTaH.

I'enepan cypoBO OTYeKaHUBAET:

— OTcTaBuUTH!

— CAymaroch... — KalWuTaH OTOeraer.

Kazaku ¢ IpOTUBOIOAOKHOTO Oepera I'yCbKOM BBe3’KatoT Ha MOCT U OOAPO CKA4dyT 110
HeMy. A caMbI¥ HeTepIIeAUBHIN U OeclllaballlHBIN BITaeTCs IPeOAOAeTh HeMaH 1o ABAY, HO
AOILIAAB TYT Ke IIPOBAAMBAETCA 10 caMble 0a0KM, M BCAAHUK C TPYAOM BBEIOMPAETCS Ha TBEP-
Ayro 3eMA0. CIIeIUT BCAEA 3a APYTUMHU. ['eHepan KOMaHAYeT:

— TpyOurs orxoa/!..

AEHITUK ITIOABOAUT eMy KOHS. MIoAeHAOP( HphIraeT B cepro. TpyOad TPyOUT CHUTHAA
K OTCTyIA€HHIO. B KycTax Ha ToM Gepery 3allleBeAUAUCh CUHUE IIBEACKHEe MYHAUPEL. Pas-
MAIOTCS py’KelHbIe 3aAlbL. ['eHepaa Ha CKaKy 00OpayMBaeTcs U cabael yKa3blBaeT CBOUM
COAMQTaM Ha TOPOACKHe cTeHbl. OHU B HEAOYMEHUM HAaUMHAIOT OTCTYIaTh. MeXXay TeM, He-
IIPUSTEAb OCTOPOJKHO IIOAOMPAETCS K MOCTY.

OAMHOUHBIE BBICTPEABI CMEABYAKOB HEHAAOATO 3aA€P’KUBAIOT IPOTUBHUKA, HO dYepe3
HECKOABKO MHHYT yJKe IleAble KOAOHHEI IIIBEAOB OBICTPO IepeberatoT Ha Hallly CTOPOHY. B
ropoae ryput HaOar. CIIelIHO 3aKPBIBAIOTCA TSIKEABIe BOpPOTa. M BOT Ha 3aXBa4eHHOM MO-
CTY IIOABASIETCSI CaM IIIBEACKUN KOPOAB...

K HeMy criemmuT KOMaHAUP YAQPHOTO OaTaAbOHA:!

— Bamte BeanuecTBo, ABa yaca Hasap TyT OBIA CaM PYCCKUM 1aph!..
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— W rpe ke oH?.. — >KUBO UHTepecyeTcs Kapa.

— Yckakaa... [IpukaskeTe AOTHaTDb €T07..

Kopoab pazMbIIIAsIeT:

— W ocTaBUTB y ce0 B THIAY IIEAYIO AUBU3HIO? — pelluTeAbHO: — Hert. ITycTs 6eXur.
Mg1 6yaeM 6paThb rOpoa,... A toueMy, 9€pT BO3bMH, OHU He B30PBaAU MOCT? BeAb MOTAU OHI...

— He Mory 3HaTh, — IpU3HAETCSA MAlop. — A BAPYT 3TO AOBYILKA?..

Kapa npucTarbHO CMOTPUT Ha FOPOA!

— NoBymka?.. Hy, 94To )Ke — IOTASIAMM ITOOAWIKE... DTO AIOOOIBITHO!..

Omn Tporaet Ao1aab. IIIBeABI CKOIIOM CIIeIIaT K TOPOACKHAM CTEHAM...

14

B ToM ke gHBape Mecsdlle Ha AeBOOepesKHOM YKpauHe, B TOpPOAKe baTypuHe, B ycapb0e
reHepaArbHOro cyabr Bacuausg KouyOes ABHO He >Kpaau rocTerd. CaM XO35MH U ero Cylpyra
MHPHO PaCIOAOKUAMCE B TENIAOM, uncTol ropuuiie. OHa cTapaTeAbHO BBIIINBAET KPEeCTOM,
OH IIPUAEJKHO 4uTaeT buOAMIO. A BO ABOPE BAPYT Pa3pAa€TCs KaKOM-TO IOCTOPOHHUM LIyM.
Xo3s1iKa BEITASIABIBAET B OKHO M B3BOAHOBAHHO OIIOBEIaeT My>Ka:

— Bacuas, ragab! K HaM fIKHe-TO FOCTH JKaAyIOT...

CyAbg IOAHUMAETCS CO CTyAQ, BCMaTPUBAETC!

— O-re-rel.. Bor 113 Hal.. — yAUBAeHUe B €ro AWIle CMEHSIETCS OJKMAQHUEM KaKoro-TO
HEeBEepPOSTHOTO CIOpIIpH3a. — TakK TO, Ka>KUCh, CBATHI...

A 1o ABOPY Ba’kHO, KAPTUHHO IIECTBYET YeTBEPKa pa3HapsS’KeHHBIX Ka3aKOB B HaPSIA-
HBIX KYHTYIIAX, C PACIIUTBIMU PYLIHUKAMU Yepe3 IIpasBoe maedo. 1o Opauk, Yeueas, ['op-
AEHKO M AOMUKOBCKUM. X0359UH XAOIIOTAMBO OPOCAET JKeHe:!

— Cka’ku AMBKaM — Hexal HeCyTb 3aKycku! M ropuaky H3 3a0yAb!..

Xo0341Ka BCKAKUBAET, Ha XOAY AOTAAAMBO KPECTUTCH:!

— BoHBI OyAyTE MOTpIO CBaTaTh?.. A 3a KOTO?..

— 3a gKOro-ToO BeAbMOJKHOTO ITaHa, UM KHS34... — aBTOPUTETHO IMOATBepKkAaeT Kouy-
Oert. — Magsemna mUPO HOCYAHUA. ..

— Hamrero, yu agxa? C Hero, 6eCCOPOMHOTO, YC€ 3pDOOUTCH...

CyAbd TOKe KPEeCTUTCH:

— A Ouc ero 3Hae! Auib 651 rpoliel y JkeHrnxa 6yAO B AOCTaTKe, 1100 MOsI AOHS HU B YEM
H3 HY’KAAAach... Kpacyas Hala...

7Kena He ycreBaeT CKPBITECS B COCEAHEW KOMHATe, KaK Ha IMOpPOoTre YNHHO BO3HUKAIOT
cBaThl. CHUMAIOT OapaHby IMIATKU U HU3KO KAQHSIOTCS XO35eBaM:

— 3AO0POBEHBKU OYABL, IIaH CyAbs U Ballla AOporas JKUHKa!..

Kouyben KAaHAIOTCA B OTBET, XO351UH AFOOE3HO OTBEYaeT:

— AsKyio oT muporo cepanal.. Pap BuAeTh Bac, maHoBe A0OpoAUMCTBO! SIKUM BeTpoM
3@HECAO TAKUX 3HATHBIX TOCIIOA Y MOIO OEAHYIO XaTy?.. — AeAdeT 3HaK )KeHe, Ta MOMeHTaAb-
HO ucyesaeT. — AapyuTe MUAOCTb — CAAUTECH...

CBaThI UCTOBO KPECTITCSA Ha MKOHOCTAC U COAMAHO PaCCa’kKUBAIOTCS, TOAOJKUB MallaXu
Ha KoAeHHU. [TosgBageTcs X0351Ka U AaAHAS AeBKA-IIPUCAYKHUIE, AeprKa B pyKax cepeOpsi-
HBIN IIOAHOC C YeTHIPbMS YapKaMM BOAKH. X0349UKa FOCTAM:

— Hb» nobpesryiiTe, naHoBe AOOPOAUMUCTBO, IPUMUTE, 110 Bor mocaaa...

CBaTbl OXOTHO Pa30dUpalOT PIOMKU U IPUBBIYHO OIOPOSKHAIOT UX. BXOAUT eIé opHa
CAy’KaHKa C TOPKOM MeYaTHBIX TPSIHUKOB Ha cepedpsTHOM IToAHOCe. ['ocTr 6epyT 1Mo psTHU-
Ky, IPUKYCBIBAIOT...

OPpAUK CTeIIeHHO HaunHaeT:

— TBI KasKellb, TaH CYAbS, SKUM BETPOM 3aHECAO HAC Y TBOIO XaTy?.. — TPOTaeT yChl. —
[TomryTHBIM... XOAATH CAYXH, 1110 ¥ T903 € AOOPHIM TOBaAp... Afo)Ke rapHblii! — 4yThb 3aMeTHO
yABIOaeTcs:, — Kouy0Oell u cynpyra AOBOABHO ITE€PETAIABIBAIOTCSI. OPAUK IPOAOAKAET: — A
VY HaC eCThb IIMPHIN KyIlell... TaKo¥ UMEeHUTHIN AQ BaKHBIM, 110 HU Ilepep 4eM He IIOCTOUT!..
TakoMy BeABMOKHOMY BAQABIKE M OOTaTelo HaMa paBHOI'O BO BCel Halllel OaTbKuBIIHUHE! ..

— Hu! Hu! CBsiToil MCTHHHBIN KPECT — APYroro HoMal.. — APY’KHO BTOPSIT OCTaAbHbIE
CBaTHI. AWIIa XO35I€B PACIIABIBAIOTCSI B PAAOCTHBIX YABIOKAX.

OpAHUK HEe YMOAKAET:

— KoAu BUH 3axoueT — AIOOOM, caMbiMl XpaOphIli KO3aK OTAACT 3a ero >KM3Hb!.. A ca-
MOTO A0Opa — KOHeW, XyTOPOB U IallleH y Hero He c4ecThb! 11 30A0TOM Ta cepeOpoM ITOAHEBI
€ro CKapOHUIIBL... — CYABS U JK€Ha TPEBOJKHO CTOHAIOT C AL YABIOKU. — I pycckui naps,
U TypPelKUN CYATaH, U IIOABCKMU KOPOAb KPeIIKO 3aba’karoT ero... IIIAIOT A0 Hero IIOCAOB,
SKEAQIOT C HUM APY’KUTD ¥ JKUTh B MUPE U COTAACHH, SIK BeAUT bor u CBAIieHHOe THCaHue. ..

— KPacCHOPEYUBBIM MHUCAPh PAa3MalllMCTO KPECTUTCA U APyTrue BMecTe ¢ HuM. — OCb 9KOu
KyIIell IIOCAaA Hac A0 T303, IaH CyAbs... [1Jo ckaykeIb?
— Tak TO... — c TPyAOM BBIA@BAMBAET KouyOell, a JKeHa ero, y>Kacasach, IOAXBATHIBAET:

— Ll> Maszena?!..
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— Tak, — nokopHoO KuBaeT OpAuk. — CaM reT™MaH...

Bonapserca TaxEéaoe, yapydarolllee MoAdaHue. X03g9eBa U I'OCTH CTaparoTCsa He BCTPpe-
4aThCs B3TAIAAMU. CyAbs HEIIOHMMAIOIIe Pa3BOAUT PyKaMMU:

— Sk e Tak? I HUYOro He MOUMY... BUH >Xe el KpECTHEIN OaThKal..

— A BOHa eMy KpeCcTHas AouKal.. — TyT JKe BCKUIIaeT X034MKa. — Maserna 1110 — C TAY3-
Ay 3buxaB?! fIK ke Mo>kHO?!.. X1uba BUH Ha CTApOCTHU AeT yMa pemnBca?!.. Tak Bpazymure
K ero!.. Aa 1110 XX 113 Take?!..

— Tl'eTmaH — BAOBBIN!.. — MBITaeTCd BO3Pa3UTh Heueas.

— Hy, Tak mo?! — xo34#iKa paclarnuAachk BKOHell. — KOAU BUH reTMaH — Tak eMy yCé
Mo>kHO ¢! Bora BuH 3a0yB, HeuecTuBel]!.. [1]o0 g CBOIO KOXaHYIO AOUKY OTAAAQ 3a II2TO0...

— Tloroau, >kuHKa! — IbITaeTcs 0OCAAUTH eé cynpyr. — L3 5K He croBop, a Tak, CBaTOB-
CTBO... OCTBIHB...

— BepHo ryrapuilis, maH Cyabsi, — coraariaetcss OpAUK, — He 3a TeM MBI TYT...

OcTanbHbBIe CBATHI IOKOPHO KUBAIOT TOAOBAMU. XO3SIUH IIOSICHSIET KeHe:

— BOHBI IPUIIIAY Y3HATh HAIly BOAIO, @ MBL...

— Mg 3a ero cBOIO MOTpIO HUSK HE OTAQAMM!.. — eABa CAEPIKUBAsICh, OTPyOaeT Cynpy-
ra. — XoIb peskbTe Hac!.. XoUb Ka3HUTe!..

Kouy06eii Ts)KeAo B3ABIXAET.

— Lo Barie octaTHee cCAOBO? — HacTauBaeT OpAuk. — OcTaTHee, UM HU? ..

— Tak. Apyroro HaMa... OcTaTHee... — HETPOMKO IIOATBEPIKAAET CYABS.

CBaThbl APY’KHO TOAHUMAIOTCS, HAAE€BAIOT IIANKHU.

— IlpoieBaiiTe, IaHOBE... — YTPIOMO BOPYMUT Yedeab. — ByBaliTe 3A0pOBBI, KUBUTE
ooraro...

— U BaM TOro Xe, IIIaHOBHE AOOPOAMNCTBO!.. — He OCTa€TCs B AOATY XO3siKa. — He

3a0yBauTe HaAC... 3aX0AUTe, KOAU HY>KAA IpUiae... ByaeM paasr...

U epBa 3@ He3BaHBIMU I'OCTSIMM 3aKPLIBAETCSI ABEPh — B FOPHUILY BOeraeT MAAAIIas
AOYb. ['Na3a e€ MOAHEBI CAE3.

— CaAbIXana?.. — YKOPU3HEHHO BOCKAHIIAET MaTh. MaTpéHa KMBaeT TOAOBOM, CAE3HI Ka-
naroT Ha oA, Kouy6eil HacTopa’kuBaeTcsl. — 30BCUM 3 YMa BBUKUA, CTapbill Ko3éA!.. IIloo
MBI CBOE PUAHD AUTS, CBOIO KPOBUHKY... — T'Aa3a MaTepHU YBAAKHSAIOTCS.

— Hb» Hapo, MaMo!.. — mpoTecTyeT AOUB.

— Sk H3 HApO0?! — XO3sMKa HeropyeTr. — AAs 4Oro MBI T390 HEJKUAU AQ XOAUAU?.. IT]o6
OTAQTh B ITOTAHbI AQTIbL...

— A H3 0TpAAUTD — caMa yHuAy!.. — MaTpéHa XAomaeT ABEPBIO U yoeraer.

Xo0341Ka IOTPACEHHO OIyCKAeTCS Ha CTYA!

— Capixas?! OT 6ucoBa AuBKa!.. 30BCUM yMa PelINAACh...

Kouy0Oell 03ap@ueHHO KadaeT FOAOBOM. V1 B A0OMe HapOATO BOIlapseTCs TOMUTEAbHas,
TpeBOJKHAaS TUIINHA...

15

B Hauane mapTa BOMHa npopoakaeTcs B beaopyccuu. 1o pazduTo, yxabucTo! A0poO-
re, pa3dpachiBasi 10 CTOPOHAM KOMbS SKUAKOM I'PI3U, IlepeMelllaHHON CO CBeKeBBIIIaBIINM
CHETOM, ABMJKeTCsI pyccKas nexora. COAAQTHI, C paHIlaMU 3a TAeYaMU U AAMHHOCTBOABHBI-
MU PYKbAMU (Py3esaMHu), IIaraloT YTPIOMO U MOAYQ, IPOKAMHASA B Aylle 3Ty KOIIMapHYIO
PpacIyTHUIlY, MEP3KYIO IOTOAY U CBOMX KOMAHAUPOB, BEAYILIUX UX HEBEAOMO KYAQ...

— Korpa Mbl, OpaTibl, 3TUX 4EPTOBBIX IIBEAOB IIepeObEM, aAl caMu OTAaAUM bory
Ayiry ¢ CKopei OBl yJK... — MPAUHO CETYeT MOAOAOMN COAAATHUK.

— Twr raspn, Ky3sMa, He IIMOKO-TO! — IpeAOCTEpPETraeT ero COCeA,

— A 4yaBo? — yHOpPCTBYyeT MOAOAOM. — THI BOH KOTOPHBIM I'OA BOIOEIIL — U BCE 6e3 TOA-
Ky!l.. Mo3oAelt OAHUX, IOAU-KQ, [JEABHBIN ITYA HAOUA. ..

— TyTa ToAK OAMH — AMOO MBI UX, AMOO OHM HAcC... — IOAKAIOYAETCS K Pa3roBOpy HO-
SKUAOM CEePIKaHT.

— A mpaBpa, 6paTnbl, — AIOOOIBITCTBYET MOAOAOM, — 3HTOT 'eHepaa, KOTOPHINM HaMU
BEPXOBOAHUA, — HeEyX K camoMy Kapae nepebeskan?..

ToBapwullli He yCIIeBAIOT OTBETUTh, KaK BIlepeAr ITOKa3bIBAaeTCs 3aCTpsIBIIasl B HEIIPO-
AQ3HOU Irpsa3u MOXOAHAS KapeTa.

— KTo 3T0?.. — AeTUT O pgpaM. — Halr MOAKOBHUKY? ..
— Kaxkoit noakoBHUK! Pa3yii raaza — TyTa cam napb!..

CoApaTBI HEBOABHO ITOAOUPAIOTCS U POBHAIOT, HACKOABKO BO3MOJKHO, CTPOM. AparyHbl
13 IJaPCKOTO 3CKOPTA CUAOU IBITAIOTCS OCBOOOAUTE KAPETy U3 HEIIPOAA3HOM I'PsA3U, HO 0e3-
ycremHo. [ TeXOTHEBIN KalluTaH KOMaHAYET:

— A Hy-Ka, cAayskuBble! AaBal cropa! Basianuchk nmokpemnue! ApyskHee!..

CoapaTel OpocaroTcsd Ha MOAMOTY, HO TYT U3 dKHUIIaka BeloupaeTcs [1ETp u ero AeHIIUK

Kukun.
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— OTKyAQ, MOAOAITH, TyTh AePKUTE? — OOAPBIM TOAOCOM CIIPAIINBAET TOCYAAPh.

— WN3-nop I'popno, Batte BeanuectBo!.. — panoprtyer Kanutas. [1€Tp )keCcToM OCTaHaB-
AUBaeT ero:

— Tloroapu, — obOpartjaeTcs K coapatam: — KTo Balll reHepaa, OpaTIibi?..

PazpatoTcst oTAeABHBIE TOAOCA:

— OHTOT HeMel,... MyAuHAOT... K I11BepaM OH cOesKaA...

Llaps oOopaunBaeTcs K KaluTaHy:

— T'enepan MroareHAOP® Bac nipepan?!

— Tak TouHo, Bante BeanuecTBo... I TOpOA 1IBepaM CAaA... — BUHOBATO OTBedaeT ohu-
1ep. [1éTp rHeBHO BOCKAUIIAET:
— BoTt cBoAOuR! — obOopaumBaeTcsd K conpaTaM: — A BBI, OpaTIfbl, Yero cMoTpean? Kak

TaKoe HelloTpeOCTBO AOITYCTUAM?..

CoAAQTHI HAUMHAIOT OMTPaBABIBATHCS:

— Mgl 6mAKCH, Dapb-0aTIOIKE, KaK MOTAK... M IITHIKaMu, 1 cabAIMH, U KyAaKaMU, U
3ybamul!..

ITéTp 3ameyaeT MOAOAOTO COAAATA:

— W TB1 6uACs, HOBOOpaHerr?

ToT roppAo oTBevaer:

— A 1o Kak XeTb? HacMepThb CTOSIA!..

F'ocypapb AOOPOAYIIHO YABIOQETCH:

— Hy, e>xxean HacMepTh — TOTAQ HaM HUKAKOM UEPT He cTpallleH!.. Aroboro cymocrarta
oporeeM!.. — KukuHy: — AaBaii-kKa, AAeKCaHAD, ocepraeM KoHel... Hapoena aTa mpokAg-
Tasg KOABbIMAra...

Llappb 1 A€HITUK IIepeca’kuBaIOTCs BepxaMu. [16Tp AaCKOBO KUBaeT COApaTaM M, B CO-
IIPOBOKAEHUHU AECSATKA APAaryH, YCTPEMASETCS K OEAOPYCCKOMY CeAeHUIO bellleHKOBUYH.
Ho He ycnieBaeT oH IpOCKaKaTh ¥ YeTBEPTh BEPCTHI, KAK HABCTPEUY €My CIIeIINUT IIOAYCOTHS
BCAAHUKOB. KUKUH TPEBOKHO IIPEAYIIPEKAAET:

— TIétp Arekcendy, BepXoBhle CKauyT!..

Llapb CIOKOMHO OTBEYAET:

— Buxy. 9To AreKcalllka TOPOIUTCH. ..

AnekcaHAP A@HUAOBUY MEHIINKOB ITPOBOPHO OCA’KUBAEeT KOHS, YABIOAICh IPUBETAUBO
U PAAYLIHO:

— C npubsiTeM, MuH xepii! Pap Te6s BUAETE... TOABKO BOT IOTOAKA He aXTH... B rpsa3u
U3BaASIEITbCS TTOYHUIIe AF0O0TO OOPOBa...

[1éTp, mop BeyaTAeHUEM HeAaBHEU 0e3pap0CTHOM BECTH, OpocaeT CEPAUTO:

— MioaeHpODPD, Mep3asel, IIBepaM Ipepascs!.. A g BeareA eMy MOCT B30PBaTh U He
IIyIIaTh UX B TOPOA...

— A o cpan I'popro Kapay u ObiA TakoB!.. — cMe€Tcst AaHUABIY.

— ThI y>Ke 3HaellIb?.. — YAUBASIETCS [apkb.

MEeHIIKOB y>Ke CepBbE3HO:

— He TOKMO 3Ha0, HO IIOCBIAGA CBOUX I'yCap F'OPOA OTOUT...

— M uto? OTouru?..

MEeHIIIMKOB TTOKUMAEeT TIAeUYaMMU:

— He BBIIAO, MHH XepIl... XOT4 HOTPENaAr MBI IIBEAOB KpenKo... OuyXaroTcd TOYHO
HeCcKopo...

BcapHUKYT MEAAEHHO ABUTAIOTCS K CeAeHMIo. [[ETp HeBeCeAo MMPeATIOAaTaeT:

— 4, AQHUABIY, TaK AyMalo: Telepb OH NMOMAET Ha MuHCK, toToMm Ha Op1iy, a pAaree —
CMmoneHck 1 Mocksa... Hap00HO OBITE K TOMY I'OTOBBIM...

— TIlymait oH BHa4aAe CO MHOM CPAa3uTCd, @ TaM IIOTAIAUM, KyAd OH ITOMAET! — BO3pa-
>KaeT ynpsMo MeHIUKOB. — TOpPHOM AOPOTU eMy BCE OAHO He 6yaeT!..

Llape TyT >)Ke HallOMHUHAET:

— A uto Magena nopeabiBaeT?.. BOT Terepb OH CO CBOMMHU Ka3aKaMU OBIA Obl OYEeHb
KcTaTw... ['Tomam emy qUAyAKy. MoskeIlb OT MOero uMeHH... [Topa eMy UATH Ha IIOAMOTY...

AaHMABIY, TOMOAYAB, OTBEYAET C HEIIPUSA3HBIO!

— Masena cTap U TOAKY OT HETO JKAQTh Hedero... Bcé >kaayeTcs Ha peBMaTU3M U ITOAA-
rpy... Ckaxxy Tebe Kak Ha AyXy, MUH XepIl, 3TOr0 YBEPTAUBOTO XOXAA MEHATh HAA0... Me-
HATH, IOKa He 03AHO... Ha 4To HaM Tako reTMaH?..

— Menars?! A Koro ctaBUTh?.. — [1€Tp MpUAEPKUBAET AOIIAAD.

— Memns, — 0e3aleANTIIMOHHO 3asIBAsIeT MeHIIINKOB.

Llapb 03apaueHHO KayaeT TOAOBOM, U BCAAHUKY NIPHUIIIIOPUBAIOT KoHel. KoMba rpsa3u
AETST IO CTOPOHAaM. Baaan BuaAHeeTCsT MecTeuko bellteHKOBUYM. ..

16

A B moMecThe rerMaHa Masenbl caM XO039WH U ero BepHbIM noMoImHUK Ouanni OpAnK
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PaCIOAOKUAUCE 38 HAKPHITHIM CTOAOM. O0a y’Ke OIIOPOKHUAU 110 YapKe TOPUAKH, U TUCAPb
caerka paccaabuacsa. TOABKO TeTMaH 3aMeTHO CMYIIEH U 00eCKypa’keH, XOTS TIIATEABHO
CKPBIBAET 3TO, CTAPATEABHO IOKYPUBAs 3aTEUANBO YKPALIEHHYIO «AFOABKY».

— Tak TwI KaXKelb, [Tuann, mo KouyOeii oTkazas?.. [Ipamo HaoTpes?..

— Ore, IaH reTMaH, — BUHOBATO oTBedaeT OpAMK, — Tak U Oyao... OTKasas...

X0351H HaCTauBaeT:

— BuH cam, un ero >xuHKa?.. Boma — 6aba y1aag...

— W BuH, 1 BOHA... — IIKCapb HE CMOTPUT COOECEAHUKY B rAasa.

Ya3BAEHHOE caMOArOOUe Mazenbl HUKaK He MOJKeT C 3TUM IPUMUPUTHCS!

— Ao ckazaanl? SIK?.. — OH BBITYCKaeT KyApeBaToe 0OAAKO AbIMA.

OpAHUK peraeT Hap COO0U TUTAHMYECKOE YCUANE U OTBeY4aeT CyMOYpPHO:!

— AouKa 110 BOHA TBO4... [ ycé Taka...

— Aouka?! — HeckazaHHO Mopa)kaeTcd reTMaH. — Aa BOHBI 10 — CKa3WAUCH 00a?..
SIkasg pouka?!

— KpécTHad... — monpaBAgeTcs He3aAaUYAMBBIU CBAT.

— A-a-a... — cmmoxBaThIBaeTcst Ma3zera U TPeBOKHO 3aMOAKAET.

Heo>kupaHHO OTKPHIBIIIEECS IIPESITCTBUE KaXKeTCsl eMy BeCbMa 3HaUUTEABHBIM 1 I10Y-
TU HEIPEOAOAUMBIM. [ToueMy OH AO CHX IIOP He IPUHUMAA 3TOTO BCEPBE3?..

— BoOHBI Ka3aAbl, — CAOBHO ONPABABIBASICH, A0OOaBAsIeT OPAUK, — IO I3 AUAO AIOJKE
6oronpoTuBHOE... 'ocnoab T903 3a TO OCYAHT...

YecTOAIOOUBBLIY reTMaH BCIIBIXUBAET, HO BOBPEMS CAEP KUBaET ceds1, TOHUMas, 4YTO eTo
HEYTOAEHHOE JKeAaHHe MOKeT B3BOAHOBATh U 00ECIIOKOUTh MHOKECTBO AIOAEH, AdKe BeCh
Hapop YKpauHBL. A 3TO €My eABa AU Ha PYKY...

— Hy, poOpe... — Ma3zena uepe3 cuAy yAblOaercsa. — Crnacubu 1963, ['luant, 3a cAyxK-
oy!..

— ASKYyIO, ITaH reTMaH, — CBAT BIIepBbIe BCTPEUAETCsI C HUM B3TASIAOM, — MBI 3DOOUARI,
IIJO0 MOTABL.. Ha 06eccyap...

Ma3zena ToKe BO BCe 'Aa3a CAEAUT 3@ FOCTeM, CAOBHO OJKHAAI YBUAETE B €T'0 AUIle CKPHI-
TYIO U3AEBKY UAU IIOHATHOE OCY’KACHUE 33 CBOU AUXOU, 0€3pacCyAHBIN IOCTYIIOK. Hero aTo
PaAu B3AYMAAOCh €My — CTapoMy 4EPTY — 3aIllOAYUYUTH B CBOU OOBATUS MOAOAYIO AUBUMHY,
TOAAIIYIOCS eMy Aa’Ke He B AOYKH, @ BO BHYUKH?..

[Mucaps nopHUMaETC:

— C TBOBO AO3BOAEHHH, [TIaH 'eTMaH, 5 I0AAMCS A0 AOMY. YBaKb...

X0351MH OXOTHO COTAQIIIaeTCs:

— Crymnant ¢303, [Tnaun, koast Hy>kaa. Ciacu 903 Bor...

OPpAUK KAQHSETCS U YXOAUT. Ma3ella HeKOTOpOoe BpeMsl CUAUT B OAMHOUECTBE U Pa3Ay-
Mbe, IOTOM XAOITaeT B AaAO0IIU. [TogBasgeTcsa ralpyk.

— Hecu MHe, XAOIIUE, TOPUAKH. ..

CAyTa BBIXOAUT. A CTapbIl reTMaH, OIEPIINCh O KYAAK, YXOAUT MBICAIMU B AAAEKOe
IIPOIITAOE...

BoT ero, pacngaToro Ha KOHCKOM XBOCTe, CTPEMUTEABHO U 0€3’KaAOCTHO HECET II0 CTe-
. BeIBIINIM aXk yKe O0e3 CO3HAHUS, U crlacaeT Maselly AUIIb TO, UTO IOBEPHYT OH AUIIOM
K HeOy, @ HaryIo CIIMHY ¥ HOTHU €T0 HEMUAOCEPAHO CeYeT CyXas MOABIHb ¥ MEAKHE KYCTHI...
'ha3a ero 3aKphITH, @ POT IIEPEKOIIeH OT OOAU. BKOHeI] OIIaAeBIINK OT UCITyTa kKepeoder
AETUT HAIIPONaAYIO K POAHOMY XYTOPY U 3aMepAsieT Oer AUIIb BOAU3YM HEBBICOKUX BOPOT...

PaboTHUKY, n3paneKa 3aBHUAEBIINE JKYTKYIO CKauKy ¥ B30yAOPa kKeHHBIE 3THUM, TOAKA-
sICh, BBIOETalOT Hapy Ky. B3MBIA€HHBINM KOHBb U PACIIAACTAHHBIM Ha 3€éMAe Harou, ooe3zodpa-
KEeHHBIN YeAOBEK IIPUBOASAT X B IIOAHOE CMSTEHHUE. ..

— Mo s Taka?! Paryiite! XToCck Takuti?! Ta BuH roaslii!l.. Ock, nobausTe!..

OHU He cpa3y y3HAIOT CBOErO r'OCIIOAUHA, TeM Iaye YTO HUKOTAQ He BUAEAU ero B UéM
MaTb POAVAQ. AeBKM CMYIIEHHO OTBOPAYMBAIOTCH. ..

— Ta 115 >x Ham nauerd! Xtock ero Tak?! Ochk 6epa, 6epa! O, AnIIeHbBKO! ..

Ha mrym nosiBAseTCs Ha KPBIABLIE CaMa XO3AH1Ka:

— O#, xpomnsl! Bet woro tam?.. o ctpsicaock?!.. Horo moBunuTe?..

[Mpucayra ncmyranHo 6€3MOABCTBYeT. [Toskraast JKeHITHa BhIOeraeT u3 BOPOT U, B OT-
AUYME OT CAYT, CPa3y y3HaET AesKalllero:

— O#, ceteKy! MBacs!.. Ta 1110 K 3 ToO0M 3pobuart?! OX, rope Tl Moe!l.. — OHa IajpaeT
Ha KOAeHHW. — Xal BUH 3A0xHeT! O, pATyUTe, AFOAU AOOpPBIE!.. — YPOHHUB rOAOBY CBIHY Ha
I'PYAb, OHa HEBOABHO CABIIIINUT HEI'POMKUM CTYK €ro CepAlla U TyT Ke BOCKAUIaeT: — Ta BUH
>xuB! JKus!.. XAomniel, HecuTe ero B xary... LLIBreipue!.. [Toku He BMep, PUAHBIH. ..

PaboTHMKHN TTOAHUMAIOT Ha PYKHM OE3ABIXaHHOTO TaHa W HEeCyT ero B AOM. Marp, mo-
TPSICEHHO IPUYMTAsi, CIENIUT CAEAOM, K Hel IIPUCOEAUHSIOTCS ABe€ MareHbKUe AOUYPKY,
CECTPHI OBIBIIIETO ITa’ka. Kak ToABKO Ma3zenly OCTOPOJKHO YKAQABIBAIOT Ha KPOBATh 1 3a00T-
AMBO YKPBIBAIOT IIPOCTBIHEN, PAHEHBIN TUXO CTOHET. X0351Ka, OeCIlepeMOHHO paCTaAKUBasd
CAYT, CKAOHSIETCSI Hap, HUM:
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— Ilo, ceraKy?.. [1Jo, puaAHBIN ?.. MOABY XOUB CAOBEUKO, ATOOBIN!.. S T903 cAyXaro, Koxa-

HBIW... — HECYACTHBIA AFOOOBHUK C TPYAOM OTKPBIBAET rAa3a. MaTh JKaAOCTAMBO: — BoABHO
T303, KacaTUkK ?.. XTO K T903 Tak?.. 3a mo?!.. OTBUTE, OyAb AdCKa...

— TTau ®arbOOBCKUH... — PaA3AAETCSA CAAOBIN IIETIOT.

— Ax, BuH 60poB noraubii!.. [1Jo6 emy noBrirazuao!.. I1lo6 BuH cpox!.. IIJo0 H5 OauuTh
eMy MOTUA OTIIa U MaTepHu!.. — OpPaHUTCS XO35MKa, & CbIH BHOBb CMBIKAET BEKU.

CaAyrHu THXO, COOOAE3HYIOIE IIePerOoBapuBaroTcsa. Hap MUPDHBIM XyTOPOM BOIIAPSAIOTCS
CKOpPOB U [I€YaAb...

17

Anpenab Mecsn],. beaopyccus. LIIBepAcKul Aarepb II0A TopopoM MoruaésoM. B mpocTop-
HOU n30e coOpancsd BeCh TeHEPAAUTET BO rAaBe C KOPOAEM. Ha cToae AesKaT KapTel, IIUPKY-
AU, AMHeUKHU. 'eHepan-apAbroTaHT Kauugep AOKAAABIBAET:

— I'lexoTa 1 KOHHUIIA MEeHIINKOBA HAXOAATCS OT HAC B COTHE MHUAB... DTO ABa AHS IIYTH,
U TO B Ay4YIIIEM CAyYae, TOCIOAA. ..

[MManneHO6ax 00eCKypa’keHHO BOCKAUIIAET:

— Ho kpyrom HenpoaAa3Has rpsa3b! Hu opAHONM IPUAMYHON AOPOTH... 1 KOHIIa BceMy 3To-
MY He BHAHO...

Ho Kapa ero nepebusaert:

— A CKOABKO MUAB A0 Opin?..

— PoBHO noaoBuHa. [TaTtepecdT... — TYT JKe BcTaBAasgeT KaHudep.
Kopoab BCé-Taku yTOUHSET:!
— A popora Ha MOCKBY A€KUT TOABKO depe3 Opiry 1 CMOAEHCK, Bepb Tak?.. — oOpa-

11aeTcs K nepebeXxuynky MioaeHAOPdY, — BBI 3TO ToATBep>KAaeTe, TeHepaa?..

MooaeHAOP) OXOTHO IIOSICHSET:

— K coskareHuro, aTo Tax, Barre BeandecTso... Ho TyT BOKpyT cniAoIIHEIE O0AOTa... He
IIPOUTH HU KOHHOMY, HU [elIeMy...

Torpaa Kapa, moaymas, Ipepraraet:

— Mo>XHO, roCIIopa TeHepaAbl, ABUHYTHCS (pOPCUPOBaHHBIM MaplIieM A0 OpIIy, 3aHATh
TaM OOOPOHY U IIPUHATH OOH...

He coraamaercs auiib opus Llnappe:

— A Menmukos, Baiie BeandgecTBo, Hac Mo>keT oniepepuTs!.. MIAu — Xy>Ke TOTO — yaa-
PUTL HaM B THIA...

lenepan-niepebe’KUnK MOATBEPIKAAET:

— C Hero Bcé cTaHeTcs!.. OTOT IPONAOXA YCIIeBAeT BE3AE U BCIOAY...

MHeHUs reHepasroB paspeAsdtoTcda. KTO-TO TOTOB 3aHATh CTOPOHY KOPOAS, KTO-TO 3TOMY
IpoTUBUTCA. [TOIBASIETCSA HOABCKIM KOPOAL ASIIUHCKUN!

— AoOporo 3A0pOBbs, roctiopa! Paa BuaeTh Bac, Baite BeanuecTBo!

'eHepanbl MOAYA KAQHAIOTCS B OTBET.

— Bpl, CTaHuCAaB, Kak HEAB3sI KCTaTH, — IIOKa3biBaeT Kapa Ha CBOUX TOMOIITHUKOB. —
Cettuac MBI pelllaeM CyAbOY Halllel AaAbHeNIIel KaMIIaHUM. ..

AeHIMHCKUY C YABIOKON MOAXBATHIBAET:

— To ecTb moxopa Ha MOCKBY, €CAH 51 BaC IIPABUABHO ITOHSIA?..

— BoT mMeHHO... — cyxo nopTBepskpaaeT Kapa. — Hail raaBHBIN IPOTUBHUK IeHepaa
MeHIMKOB HaxoAUTCA B belleHKoBMYaxX, — MOKa3bIBaeT MUPKyAeM: — MBI 1 OH — Ha OA-
HOM paccrosHuu oT Opiiu... — 1naysa. — Kak BBl IoraraeTe — CAeAyeT HaM UATH Typa? U
Korpa’?..

IToAsIK HEOKMAQHHO OOpHIBAET:

— He caepyer, Bamte BeandecTBo. M BOT mo4eMy: BUepa g IOAYYUA U3BECTHE OT FeTMaHa
Magszensl...

Kapa HeAOBOABHO KPUBUTCS:

— Omnartb aToT Maszena! M uro o Bam nuiteT? M3 bsacHseTcs B APY>KOe U TPeAaHHOCTH ¢

— Huuero nmopo06HOTO! — AENUHCKUM ITOOEAHO OTASIABIBaeT cobpaBiuxcsa. — B Mo-
CKOBUH, 'OCIIOA@ F'eHEepPaAbl, BCIBIXHYAO BOCCTaHUE Ka3aKoB... TouHee — Ha AOHY. YOUT
LApCKUU BOeBOAA AOATOPYKUM, ITepeOUTEl BCe aTaMaHbl U CTapIIWHEL [IpepABOAUTEAB BOC-
CTaBIIUX HeKTO byAraBuH B3sgA ropoa Hepkacck u cobupaeTcs UATH Ha Mocksy!..

Bonapsierca TummHa. AABIOTAHT KaHudep ocBepAOMAgIeTCSI HEAOYMEHHO:

— Ilpocture, CTaHmMCAAB, @ IOYeMy HaM He Hy>KHO MATH Ha Opiry? B cBsizu ¢ 6yHTOM
Ka3aKOB, UTO AU

— BoT nmeHHO! — moaxBaThIBaeT Kapa. — BEI cuuTaeTe, 4TO HaM He CAEAYET ITIOAAED-
>KUBATh MATEKHUKOB? — €AKO yCMeXaeTCsl. — OTO OPUTHMHAABHO...

Ho nmoAsk He cpaéTcs:

— Hy, 3auem xe? 'etmMan Ma3sena npepraraeT UATH Ha YKpauHy. OH roTOB CHAaOAUTH
HAC IIPOAOBOABCTBHEM M BOEHHOU CHUAOU. Y HEro XBaTaeT TOro U Apyroro. I'lpnuém B 1e-
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APOM U300UAUN...

AemUHCKOIro OXOTHO NoAAepkuBaeT Llannnendax:

— MBEI cMOJKeM TaM OTAOXHYTB, HAOpaThCs CHA U, IIOKa 1apb [16éTp BOloeT co cBOUMU
MATE>KHBIMU IOAAQHHBIMHU, OAOAETH €r0 MaAOM KPOBBIO. [To-MOeMy — 3TO OTAWYHBIU Bapu-
auT!..

U renepan Lmappe To>Xe BbIpa’kaeT cOTAACHeE:

— TTo moum cBepenmsaMm, Baiite BeanuecTBo, Ha CMOAEHCKOM HalpPaBAEHUM BCE CHECT-
HbIe IIPUTIaChl PyCCKUe YHUUTOKHUAHY, @ 10 AOPOTaM YCTPOUAM CIAOIITHBIE 3aBAABI U 3aCEKH...
TaMm MBI TOABKO TIOTEPSIEM BpeMs 1 ATOAEH...

[ITBeACKHMIT KOPOAB B Pa3AyMbe 3aMedaeT:

— Hy, xopormro... ITpeAIor0OKUM, YTO BBl MEHSA YOEAUAH... V1 BCE-TaKU ¢ 3TUM KOBAPHBIM
XOXAOM HY’KHO AepP’KaTh YXO BOCTPO... KTO 3HaeT, 4TO y Hero Ha yme?..

18

AeBoOepekHaga YKpaunHa. CepepnHa anpead. 'opopok Barypun. B ycappOy Bacuaus
Kouybesa Bbe3kaeT OpUYKa, B KOTOPOU CUAUT CaM CYAbS M €T0 JKeHa. AOIIAABMU IIPABUT
X034UH. [ 10 BceMy 3aMeTHO, YTO OHUM IIPOAEAAAU AOBOABHO AOATHY ITyTh U KPEIIKO YCTaAH.
PaboTHMKY HAUMHAIOT PacpsATraTh KOHEH, CYIIPYTH OCTABASIOT SKHITaK, @ K CyAbE TIOAXOAUT
€ro CBOSIK — IIOAKOBHUK VBaH Vckpa:

— AoOporo 3A0poBbg, TaH cyAbs! C npuObITHEM!

— Agkyto, Msan! Illo HoBoro B Barypune?

Hckpa He 3aMEeAAA C OTBETOM:

— Iloka ThI IpaIftoBan y ¢303 B AUKaHbKe, reTMaH yKaTUA ¥ Kues... TUABKY IIBIAB CTOA-
oom! 1 HUKOMY H5 CKa3aBCHl...

— A@BHO I3 CAYYHAOCH? ..

[TOAKOBHHK OTBeYaeT, He Pa3AyMbIBas:

— TpeTuii AeHb TOMY IHUIIOB... AIOAU TAAQIOTh, 110 BUH 3aTesAA? AGO cOeskan?..

Cynpyra Cyabd, IPOH3EHHAS BHE3AIMHOM AOTaAKOM, OBICTPO HANIPABASIETCS B AOM. MyiK-
YUHBI IPOBOJKAIOT €€ TAa3aMy, a MicKkpa IpopOAJKaeT:

— VYcro cBUIO CBUTY 3a0pan — u Opamka, u Heueas, 1 AOMUKOBCKOTO, U ['OpAHEHKY...
SIK Ha BOEHHBIU COBET...

Kouy6eil HaCTONYNBO BONIPOIIIAET:

— A anstyoro? L pAroske AF0OOMIBITHO. ..

[TOAKOBHUK HpUABUTAETCI OAVIKE:!

— CAayxal IIle: HEAeAI0 TOMY IIpUe3’Kard AO Hero KyMa — KHATHHSA N\OABCKa...

— CBosiueHHUIIA TOABCKOTO KOPOASI? — IMOACKA3bIBAEeT CYABS.

Hckpa corrnacHO KMBaET:

— Ore. BoHa... [IpuKaTtuaa nup Beuop, a yoparach Ha 30PbKe, III00 HUKTO He 3YCTPHUA,
qyerb?..

U He ycneBaeT XO35MH IOAEAUTHCS CBOMMU COOOPa’KeHUAMM Ha CeM CYET, KaK Ha II0PO-
re BO3HUKAET ero pa3rHeBaHHAas IIOAOBHUHA:

— AX, BoHa noraska!.. TBaps!.. 3merokal.. 3apazal.. Hy, moroap!..

— Xrto? TeI 4OTO, )KMHKA?.. — OKAMKaeT e€ KouyOer.

Paccep>keHHast cynipyra AQCTOYKOM CAeTaeT C BBICOKOTO KPBIABILG, CAEAOM 3a Hel KO-
BBIASIET CTapast MPUCAYKHUIIA.

— Ta pouka TBOsI KoxaHa!.. Motps!..

— A 1o Taka?.. — HeAOyMeBaeT CyAbsl.

JKeHImuHa KUTIUT OT BO3MYITEHUS:

— Ta BoHa cOburaa K Tomy crapomy Aucy!.. K rermany Tpekasromy!.. Xait emy oucl..

— K Mazene?!.. — yauBasercsa Vckpa. PasraeBanHasa Cynpyra IIOKa3bIBaeT Ha CTapylo
CAY>KaHKY:

— Kaxxn, fIBpoxa, Tak oyao?!..

— Tak, IaHHOYKY, TaK... — KUBAeT 'OAOBOU CTapyxa. X034UKa CYET PYKY 3a BOPOT CO-
POYKM M AOCTAET OTTyAQ KUY ITUCEM:

— Ocb 1o6ayb, 110 MHUCaA el Y CTaphIi KO3EA, 11100 eMy IOBBIAA3HUAO! ..

KouyGeii 6ep€T nuchbMo, pa3BOpayrBaeT 1 UUTAET:

— Mog roaybal Mog sicorskal Moe cepAeHBKO...

— Mos sscoubka! Moe ceppeHBKO!.. — >KeHa, He CAePIKaBIIUCh, ITAI0ET. — Thoy! Mep-
30CTb sIKas!.. BUH Ha cTapocTu yMOM TPOHYBCA!.. SIK H3 CTBIAHO eMy — AsipaleMy oucy?!..

My>KunHBI BUHOBATO XMYPSITCs. bolikoe mepo cTaporo reTMaHa IIPUBOAUT MX B CMYIIe-
Hb€e U OTOPOIIb.

— Bun 3TO, — KauaeT roroBoi Mickpa, — AIOJKe IIBBIAKUU...

— IIBpIpKUI?! — XO034MKa BCHOBIXMBAeT, Kak NOpoX. — Aa I3 IT030p Ha yClo YKpawu-
Hy!.. CMaHUB MOAOAY AMBUMHY, AQ Ille CBOIO KPECTHYIO AOYKY — TaKOTO H3 OYAO HUKOABI
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Ha Hamen 3emam!.. Xan Bor ero 3a 113 nmokapae!l.. — oOHa pa3MalIucTo KpecTUuTrcd. MyK-
YUHBI YI'PIOMO HAaCYIHUAUCH. JKeHIIIMHA IPUCTAABHO CMOTPUT Ha My>Ka: — Yero MOBYMIIb,
Bacuan?.. Moske, s1 H2 TpaBa?..

Cyabst TOKUMAeT TTAeYaMu:

— A 1o TyT cKaXkellb? TBOS IpaBA@... THI yCE Ka3aaa...

Cynpyra rTopAeAuBO TIOAOOYEHUBAETCS:

— d-to kKazana! A et gk ?!.. X1ba Thl CTEPIIUIIE 113U CTHIA U TT030p?!..

— Hb crepnato!.. — TBEépaO obeltaeT Kouybeit. [TOAKOBHUK HEAOBEPUYUBO CMOTPUT MY
B Aunio. — Hb5 crepnato! — moBTOpsieT OCKOPOAEHHBIN CyAbd. — IlycTb BUH H3 AyMae, 110
eMy yCé MO>KHO... V] Ha reTMaHa HalAeTCS yIIpaBa... Yce MBI ITop borom xoaem!.. — OH 1IéA-
KaeT HarauKoW IT0 TOAEHHUIITY Carora U PeInTEeABHO HAllPaBASETCS B AOM. Bce HAYT caepoM...
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l'opop KueB. Hauano mag. [TomecThe KmeBCcKoOro BoeBOABI Mocuda IToTorkoro. ITo3a-
HUM Beuep. B pOCKOIIHOM cIaAbHEe Ha IIMPOKOU MNOCTEAU BO3AEKUT CTAPHIM TeTMaH BMeCcTe
C MOAOAOM AtOOOBHULEN. OHAa CMOTPUT Ha HET'O BAIOOAEHHBIMU I'A@3aMU, HEKHO FAAAUT €ro
ceAble BUCKH, B3ALIXaeT U OCTOPOSKHO CIIPAIllIBaeT:

— A THI €€ 3apa3 IOAIOOUBY?..

— Koro?.. — He monumaet Ma3zena.

— Hy... — Marpéna poOKoO MHETCSI, — Ta CBOIO JKUHKY...

l'eTMaH oTBeYaeT MUHYTY CIYCTS:

— lanny? — xMyputrcs. — By g Hd IOMHIO... A@BHO 119 OyAO... POKHMB COPOK TOMY...

— Tbl 1 TOAU OyB reTMaHOM?.. — OCTOPO’KHO AIOOOIIBITCTBYET A€BYIIIKA.

Ma3zena CHUCXOAUTEABHO YABIOAeTC:

— Sl Topn OyB mUcapeM... — OH TYyT e nonpasasgercda: — Hu... [TonepBy cTan 3anmopuk-
11eM, a IOTUM nucapeM... OChb TakK, MOe CEPAEHBKO!.. — HEJKHO IleAyeT AIOOOBHUILY.

MartpéHa OyATO He BepUT CBOUM yIIaM. Eif TpyAHO IPEeACTaBUTE, UTO 3TOT BCECUABHBIH,
3HAMEHUTHIM BAAABIKA OBIA KOTAQ-TO IIPOCTHIM Ka3aKOM, KaK MHOTHE MY>KUYUHBL ¥ [IapHU BO-
KpYT. A CTapblli rTeTMaH BCIIOMUHAET. ..

BoT OH — MOAOAOH, C epBa MPOOMBAIOIIUMHUCS YCAaMU — CHUAUT MOA HAaBECOM POAHOTO
AOMaQ, Y BBICOKOT'O KPBIABIIQ, ¥ CMOTPUT Ha IIA@MEHEIOINN MaAMHOBLIN 3aKaT. EMy oueHb
OAMHOKO U I'PYCTHO, IIOJKaAyH, KaK HUKOTAAd. M Tak ropecTHO U eYaAbHO, UTO CAe3a HaBO-
pauuBaeTcsa Ha T'yCThle PECHUIIBI OBIBIIETO Ma’ka U 'OAOBA HEBOABHO KAOHHUTCSI Ha I'PYAD.
Ypa-To AéTKad pyKa KacaeTcs ero naeda. I[lapyOoK B3pparuBaer.

— Io? T263 60ABHO? — AACKOBO CITpalliuBaeT MaTh. Ma3ena CMaXuBaeT CAE35I:

— Hu. B>x3 HU49oro H5 OOAUT...

[Mo>xunras >KeHIIIMHA B3ABIXAET:

— HMBace! CeiHKY!.. MaH3 3paeTcd, 1110 Tpa0a T903 Ha CUYb TUKATh... BUABIIIE HEKYAQ...

— Ha Cunub?!.. — yauBAsgeTcs OBIBIINM IIaK. MaTh HACTOUYUBO MOSICHAET:

— Ilan @arbOOBCKUM CIIOKOSA T30 HI AACT. BUH CBOIO MOAOAY JKUHKY Ha XA€0 U BOAY
IIOCAAUB, B TEMHYIO KOMOPY 3amep... A ¢ T303 BUH TOAOBY 3HUMeT! — ropecTHO MallleT py-
KoM. — VM HUKTO eMy H3 yKa3... BUH — gCHOBEABMO>KHBIN TOABCKMU IIaH, @ Thl — BUABHBIN
XOXOA... HaMa y 7963 HUSKOM 3acTynbl!.. — OHA TAQAUT U IJeAyeT ero 3aThIAOK. ChIH He IIpo-
TUBUTCH...

W Ha yTpeHHeN 3ape, C IOMOIIIBIO MOAOAOTO HAaUMHTa, Masemna cepnraeT KOHY, ellé OA-
HOro OepéT Ha CMEeHY ¥ TOTOBUTCS B AAAEKUM ITyTh.

— Moske, 1 M3H3 BU3BMETe 3 COOOI0, TaHBIU? — C HAAEKAOM 3aCMaTpUBasi eMY B AUIIO,
TpocuT paboTHUK. OHU MOYTU POBECHUKU U 00a XOTAT MMOABUTOB U CBOOOABI. BEIBIITHM MMaxk
y>Ke TOTOB AQTh COTAACHeE, HO BHE3aIlTHO IIOSIBUBIIIAsICS X0351MiKa 0OphIBAeT CypOBO:

— WM H53 pymart! — oHa roBOpUT Ha3upaTeAbHO cayTe. — Illo g TBoeMy OaTbKe Aa MaTKe
CKa>Xy, KOABI THI 3@ ITaHA TOAOBY CAOJKHUIIIB?.. Y HAC TAKOTO YrOBOPY H3 OYAO... — OHA IIpo-
TSATUBAET ChIHY IEPEMETHYIO CyMY U Tyro HaOUTHIM Kollleab. — AepsKH, CBIHKY! ['porry 1203
AIOJKE CTOASITCH...

U em1é oHa mepepa€T eMy OTIIOBCKYIO CAOAIO U IIUCTOAET.

— A THI yC€ XOBaAa, MaThI?.. — Yepe3 CUAY YAbIOAeTCs OLIBIIMY ITasK.

— Ta H3 AyMana, H3 Tapana, 1o IPUAETCS CBIHY OTIIOBY CIIPaBY B PyKHU OpaTh... Y IIO-
rpe0lIle ADpIKaAa...

Caba4, 1 B IIpaBAy, C TDYAOM BBIAE3AET U3 HOJKEH, a Y IUCTOAA 3apyKaBeA Kypok. Ho Ma-
3ella OXOTHO IPUBEIINBAET UX K [T0SICY, 3Hasl, UTO AIOASIM CaM BUA PO3HOTO OPY KU BHYIIIA-
€T OCMOTPUTEABHOCTB M CTPaxX. A ero BAQAEABIly 00eclieurBaeT yBakeHHe U 0e301acHOCTb.

OH AOBKO BCKaKMBAaeT B CEAN0, PAOOTHHK IIPUTOPAYMBAET Ha KPYI BTOPOTO KOHS Iepe-
METHYIO CyMy. MaTb IPOTATUBAET PYKH, U ChIH CKAOHSETCS Ha) Hell.

— AoOpou T303 AOPOTH, CBIHKY! — OHa IleApPO POHSET CAE3Bl. — H3 3a0yBali cBOM OUA-
HBIM XYTOP U PUAHY MaTh... CIIJacTbs T90 U IIUPON AoAn!..
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Ma3zena, 6049Ch pacAaKaThCS, PEIBKOM TpoTaeT keped1ja. X03541MKa, eABa yCIIeB OOHATH
€ro U KOe-KaK IIepeKPeCTUTh, 0€CCUABHO OIyCKaeT PYKU. A Ha KPBIABIIO BEIOETAIOT ABE Ma-
AeHbKUe AeBUYIIKHU B AAMHHBIX OeABIX PyOalllOHKaX, BEITUPAs CIIPOCOHbS KyA@UKaMU T'Aa3a:

— Mawmo, BuH yexaB? MIBach yCKakKas?..

— YexaB-yexaB... — 0OopMoueT MaTb. — BbI 4ero nmpuaerean, ractyBku? Mautas cabs
CHaTh... — OHA KPECTUT CINHY YAAASAIOIIErocs ChIHA.

A OBIBIINM ITa’K, HAXAECTHIBas )KepeOlIla, AeTUT 110 YTPeHHEHN CTeIld, CAOBHO >KeAad I10-
CKOPEU yM4YaThbCd U3 POAUMOro rHespa. Mam, Hao60poT, 605Ch OCTAaThCSA B HEM HABEYHO U
IIOTOMY CTPeMSICh KakK MOJKHO CKOPee OTAAAUTHCS OT HETO...

Hap 6eckpatiHel CTENBIO BCTAET BCEBUAAIIEE, TYCTO-KPACHOE COAHILE, 03apsas OOAPHIM,
JKUBUTEABHBIM CBETOM BCE BOKPYT. B BEICOKOU TpaBe OOMKO CHYIOT ITIepereAd U JKaBOPOHKHU.
Heyxratoskue cTpeneTsl, CIyIHyThle HEJKAQHHBIM IITyMOM, O€ryT, CMEIIIHO PACTOIIBIPUB KPbI-
AbsI, IOTOM HEYKAIOJKEe ITOAHMMAIOTCS B BO3AYX U, IIPOAETEB COTHIO-APYTYIO IIaroB, BHOBb
I'YAKO IAIOXaIOTCsl HazeMb. CyCAMKY, TPEBOKHO IIOCBUCTHIBAS, OIIACAMBO IPSYYTCS B HOP-
KU.

Ho Magena uudero He 3amedaeT. OH CIENTNUT HaBCTPEUYy HEM3BECTHOCTH, HE AyMas HU
O IIPOIIIAOM, HU O OYAYIIeM, IaMsATYs AUIIbL O TOM, 9YTO ero — 4YeAoBeKa 0e3 POAY U IiaeMe-
HU — HUKTO U HUTAE He JKAET C PACIPOCTEPTHIMU 0O0BATUAMHU. V] cama OepHas yKpauHCKas
3eMA4, TOABKO-TOABKO IePe’KUBIIag O4epeAHyI0 CMYTY, C TPYAOM OCBOOOAUBINASA ceOd OT
IIOABCKOTO BAGABIUECTBQ, €Illé He yClleAa YBpaueBaTh PAHHL...

Ha corasax Bépct — ot [Npunaru oo AHenpa — 3A0Bellle YepHeIOT OOyTA€HHBIE, CO-
KOKEHHBIE CEéAa W MECTeUYKY, UCIBITaBIMe Ha cebe CBOeBOAME TTOABCKHUX IaHOB U Oecro-
IITaAHYIO MECTh CIIOABUJKHUKOB borpana XMeABHUIIKOTO. ..

Ma3zena BUAUT 3T Y>KaCHBIE CAEABI, HO, II0 MOAOAOCTH A€T, He OCO3HAET X 3A0BEIero
CMBICAA U 3HaueHUd. Ero 60AblIe 3a00TUT cOOCTBeHHAs CyabOa. M AUIE BOAM3HU AHEITPOB-
CKUX IIOPOIOB, TAe LUIYMUT U OYUCTBYeT HeyAepsKUMas BOAA U 110 000UM Oeperam HOCUTCSI
BO3AYX CBOOOABI, OBIBIIINN MTa)K IIPUOOOAPSETCH. ..

[Tepea TeM Kak epenpaBUTHCS Ha 3HAMEHUTHIM OCTPOB XOPTHITY, B CaMOe CTaHOBHU-
ute 3anoposkckoi Ceun, Ma3zena nepeopeAcss BO BCE AOPOroe U HOBO€, CBATO IIOAAras, 4To
Hero’kKe sIBASITHCS TyAd JKaAKUM oOopBaHIeM. Ho, CTynIMB Ha yTABIN IIapoOM U OYYTUBIINUCH
B OKPY’KEHUH ITyMHBIX, HEPSAMIAUBBIX, IIAOXO M CKYAHO OAETBIX AIOAEH, OH YYBCTBYyeT cebst
KpaliHe HEAOBKO...

— ABIBUCH, IKUU IIAHBIY SBUBCA!.. — TOAKAS COCEAQ, YXMBIABHYACS IepOaThIM PTOM
IIOAYTOABIN, AYPHO MIaXHYIIMU Ka3ak, — VM KyllaH Ha €M ArOJKe rapHbIn!..

— AOMKHO, BUH CBATaThCS €AeT! — XUTPO HOAMUTHYA TOT.

— Aa Hy! A K KOMy?.. — JKUBO IIOAXBATHA 11IepOaThIN.

— K Komy? — cocep 3a CAOBOM B KapMaH He Ae3eT. — A K Ma3yTHOM AWKE...

Bce pApyxHO x0x09yT. CMeéTca u Ma3sena, He MOHUMas CMBICAQ YCABIIIIAHHBIX CAOB. Ho
eABa OH OUYTHACS Ha APYroM Oepery, Kak ero OKpPy’KUAA TeCHasl TOAIIA 3alI0POJKIIEB.

— I'pomm y 7903 €?.. — cIpallnBaeT ero pakui AeTUHA B ADAHOU CBUTKE.

— E... — HeBOABHO Ipu3HaeTca Maszena.

— AaBaii cropbl! — AeTHMHA BAACTHO IIPOTATMBAET IIMPOKYIO AAAOHB. [TpHIIAOCE OBIB-
IIIeMY Ta’Ky PacCTaThCsI C IIOAYITYCTBIM KOIIEABKOM. M AOOPBIF KOHB €T0 TOJKE IIPUTASTHYACS
HOBBIM 3HaKOMIlaM. BToporo >xepeb1ia OH IIO30PHO IIOTEPSIA II0 AOPOTE...

— ThI AIX, YM HU? — IIPO3ByYaA HeIPUSA3HEeHHBIN BOIIPOC.

— Hu. Manaopocc... — TBEpAO OTBETHUA IIPUIIIEAEI].

— SIK T903 KAMYYT?

— Maaserma.

— Magsermna, Bo XpucTa Bepyellb? — CBIIIAAOCH U3 TOATIHL.

— Bepyto.

— Ay CBATYIO TPOUIY ? — IIPOAOASKAAM AOUCKUBATHCS CaMble AOTOIIHEIE.
— Bepyto.

— A Hy, IepeKpecTUCh! — rpsgHyAn XopoM. Ma3zena IIepeKpecTUACH.

— Bun nam. [TpaBocAaBHBIN!.. — 00pap0BaHO 3aTOAOCHAA TOAIIA.

U He ycnien HOBOOOpAIIEHHBIM IPUUTHU B ce0s1, KaK Kpellkue, 0e3’Kar0CTHEIE, 3arpyoe-
ABble PYKU IIOAHSIAML €TI0 Ha BO3AYX U IIOHECAU HeBeAOMO KyAa. Ho yepe3 MUHyTy OKazancs
OH BOAN3U COPOKABEAEPHOU OOUKU (AMKE) C MAa3yTOM, B KOTOPYIO, IIOA OOIIUI OAOOPUTEAD-
HBIHM TYA, €70 OAQTOIIOAYYHO OKYHYAH €ABa He C TOAOBOH...

Y>kac, oTBpallleHre U THEB 3aXAECTHYAU OBIBIIETO KOPOAEBCKOTO I1a’Ka — OH I'OTOB OBIA
pa3opBaTh Ha YaCTU 3TUX HATABIX, OeclIa0allIHbIX, TPYOBIX AFOAEM UAU YTOIIUTHCS Ha MeCcTe
OT TI030Pa, HO 3aTIOPOJKITHI TOABKO BECEAO U AOBOABLHO CMESIAICH 1 MUTOM M3BAEKAHW €T0 Ha-
PYXY...

Hapsanas opeskpa IpulllieAblla TpeBpaTUAACh B 3A0BOHHOE, OMEpP3UTEAbHOe TPAIbE,
KOTOPOE XOTEeAOCh HE3aMeAAUTEABHO COPOCHT. ..

— Ocb 1o Hartt!.. McTeit ko3ak!.. Ato6o! Ato60!.. — rpemMenu ronoca.
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A OepHBIN TapeHb U He AOTAABIBAACH, YTO IIPOIIEA OH CaMBbIl IAABHBIN OOPSA MOCBAIIe-
HUS B BOABHBIE PBILIAPU MHOTOCTPAAAABHOU 3eMAU. Terepb OH AOAKEH IIpeHeOperaTb BCEM:
AEHbraMu, OAeXAO0U, AOPOTUMU sICTBAMU, AFOOOBBIO U AACKOM JKEHIIIUHEL, a Oepeub U IIeHUTh
00s13aH OAHY AMIIB CBOOOAY. V1 TOCTaBUTE PaAM Heé Ha KOH CBOIO JKU3Hb...

20

Benaopyccusa. I'opop Bure6ck. Camoe Hawaro Mad. CraBka 1japs [eTpa. B mpocToMm, He-
MIPUMETHOM AOMe, B HEOOABIION KOMHATe (10 MIPUYUHE ero HeAIOOBU K OOITUPHBIM TToMe-
IIIeHUSIM) PACIIOAOKHMACSI CaM rocypaps, heabpMapiian lllepemeTes, reHepasbl MeHIITNKOB
u Pentun. [1€Tp pa3MBIIIATIET BCAYX:

— Kak aymaeTte, AroOe3HBIe rocopa, noueMy Kapa 3acTpsaa B Moruaése? Yero oH
FKAET?..

— A paymaro, ITéTp Arekcenu, — mnpeanoasaraeT MeHIIMKOB, — 4TO JKAET OH IIOAXOAQ
reHepana /\eBeHrayImTa...

— A e>KeAm AOKAETCS, YTO TIOTOM ..

[TepemeTeB IOAXBATHIBAET:

— INoToM oH oMAET Ha OpIIry, ¥ TaM eMy ITyTb Ha CMOAEHCK U AdAee...

— Ho MBI TOXKe He ABIKOM IIUTHL.. — yAbIOaeTcd MeHIIMKOB. — U BCTpeTUM ero, Kak
mopobaer!..

Ho poToae MoauaBIIni PeITHUH OCTOPOJKHO AOITYCKAeT:

— MBHe Ka)xeTcs, TocyAaph, 4To Kapa Mo>keT U3MeHUTh ITAaH KaMIIaHUH. ..

[TéTp BHUMATEABHO CAYIIAET ero, IbITasiCh OCMBICAUTE BCE BEPOSTHBIE BAPUAHTEI.

— HeyXT0?.. — mocAe MUHYTHOTO Pa3AyMbs Iaph 3aKAtouaeT: — Cue BIIOAHE BO3MOJK-
Ho. C Hero BCE CTaHeTCs... MaAbIl OH AMXOU U 3€A0 HEIPEACKA3yeMBIN... — B YIIOP CMOTPUT
Ha reHeparoB. — A 4eM 3TO HaM I'PO3UT OOEPHYTHCS?..

He ycnieBaeT PenTHUH OTBETHUTH, KaK B KOMHaTe ITosBAgeTcsd rpad 'onoBKuH:

— Tlpomry npoimiennd, rocypapb! AoOporo 3a0poBsg, rocmopal..

lenepanbl KaausatoTcs. [1€Tp 3aMedaeT He CAUIIKOM ATOOE3HO:

— C ueM U3BOAMA MTOKAAOBaTh, ['aBpuaa MiBaHbIU? Y HaC, KaK BUAUIIH, AeAd HEOTAOK-
HEBIE...

['OAOBKUH COTAQCHO KMBAaeT:

— Buxy, ITéTp Arekcenu! U g 661 He OCMEAUACS TPEBOJKUTD BAC, IOHEKE. ..

ITéTp HeTeprieAuBO TTIepebUBaeT:

— Hy, roBopu xe! TokMO KOpOTKO... UTO y Teb6s? ..

Kanraep BEIHEMaeT U3 NOPTdeAst OyMa>KHBIY ITaKeT:

— JAOHOC, rOCyAQpb...

[TéTp TpeboBaTEABHO BOCKAUIIAET:

— Aonoc? Ha koro?!..

— Harermana Maseny... — IPOU3HOCUT 'OAOBKUH C COMHEHHEM.

OOwee monuanue. Ha auite MeHIIMKOBA MeABKAeT YAOBAETBOPEHHAA yABIOKa. [1éTp
OpocaeT CypoBoO:

— A ANOHOCUYMK KTO?..

— T'enepanpHbilt cypbs KouyOeli... CBOSIK reTMaHa... — IIOKOPHO OTBedaeT 'ONOBKUH.
ITocae ouepepHOM ay3Hl IIaphb PEIIUTEABHO IIPOTATUBAET PYKY:

— A Hy, paBaii ero cropal..

I'pad nepepaéT makeT, rocypapb BCKPBIBAET €ro, epeOupaeT UCIIUCAHHBIE AUCTEL Oy-
Marwu:

— TBI caM-TO YUTaA cue?..

— O3HaAKOMUACH...

— M uro? Kak poyMaenin?..

I'pad YKAOHYUBO OTBEYAET:

— SIBHBIX IPM3HAKOB U3MEeHbl UAM 3A0YMBIIIIAEHNS Ha OHYIO, 10 MOEMY XHAOMY pasyMe-
HUIO, OOHAPY>KUTH TaM HEe AOBEAOCh...

— Hy, norasgaum, — T'I€Tp umTaeT BCAyX: — «YCABIIIAB B IIPOIIAOM TOAY, 4TO y [Tpomoii-
CKa MTOOUWTHI IIAPCKIe paTHBIE ATOAM, TeTMaH CIIpAIlIBaA HETEPIIEANBO: CIIPABEAANBA AM OTa
BeCcTh? Ay cebs B baTypuHe 3a 00eA0M CKa3aa, 4YTO BECThb CIIPABEAANBA, U CMESACS. A IOCAe
TOTO reTMaH OOBIBUA, UTO OT AOCTOBEPHBIX AIOAEM CABIXaA, OYATO KOPOAB IIIBEACKUN XOUYEeT
UATH Ha MOCKBY ¥ YUMHUTB TaM UHOTO japs, a Ha Kues moupAET kopoab CTaHnucAaB. Masena
CKa3aa IIPU 3TOM: g IIPOCUA Y TOCYAAPS BOMCKA OOOPOHAThL KueB 1 YKpanHy, a OH OTKa3aA,
U HaM IPUAETCI ITIOHEBOAE IPUCTATh K KOPOAIO CTaHUCAABYY...

— Bor mep3zaBer;! — BuIpbIBaeTcs y MeHIINKOBA.

— ITloropu! — ocTraHaBAUMBAET ero 1apb. — S eMy U BIIpaBAy OTKaszaa... HeT y Hac aui-
HUX AUBU3UH, TeOe A 00 3TOM He 3HaTh?..

— Ho, mun xep1, — aprauurca AQHUABIY, — TYT pedb UAST O TOM, 4TO Masemna xodeT
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IIPUCTATh K IIOAIKaM!.. OTo 9CHO...

['oAOBKMH 3acTyllaeTcs 3a reTMaHa:

— Ho on xe roBopun — «1moHeBoAe»!.. CTaro OBITE — IIO IPUHYKAEHHUIO. ..

MeHIIMKOB He COTAAIIaeTCs:

— [ToHeBOAE UAB IO BOAE — 3TO BCE epAUHO!.. [eTMaH — XUTPIOIIUM CTapUK U ITPaABABI
BCE OAHO He CKaXKeT... A Kypa OH KAOHUT — U AypaKy sICHO!..

I'pad BEIOpacCHIBaeT MTOCAEAHUN KO3BIPD!

— 3arBos3aka-To Bcs, [1éTp Anekcend, B ToM, uTo Ma3zena cMaHuAa y Kouybes pAouky!..
Toraa-To 1 BCA Kallla 3aBapUAach! A He OyAB 3TOTO...

— AaHy?! — UCKpeHHe yAUBASETCA Hapb. — AeBKa-TO IMIMOKO MOAOAQ?

['OAOBKUH XUTPO yABIOAETCH:

— I'opOB IIeCTHAAIIATh-CEMHAALIATD. ..

— A eMy 3a mrectbpecdart!.. — BTOpUT MeHIIUKOB, Kadasd rorosori. — Hy u Hy!.. A Kak
>Ke eTro AOKYUYHBIe JKaA0Obl Ha peBMaTu3M U 0oAu B ciunHe?! OH 9TO ¢ HeMl — B OUPIOABKU
urpaet?.. ViAu oHa eMy Ha COH IPAAYILIUHN ISTKY YellleT?..

My>K4nHBI, UTPUBO NIEPEMUTUBALACH, BeCeAo cMeloTcs. lllepeMeTeB BOCKAUIIAET YAUB-
AEHHO:!

— A1 parermaH! XBaT — Aa U TOABKO!.. BOT He AyMan, He Tapaa...

PerHMH mBITAETCSI OCMBICAUTD CUTYAIIHIO!

— Kouy0ero, KOHEeUHO, 0OOUAHO, ¥ €TO MOKHO U3BUHUTS...

['OAOBKHH TyT 5Ke COTAalllaeTcs:

— Hy, emé 651! OpHAKO Xe Bcg Oepa B TOM, 4To Maszena — e€ KpEcTHBIU OTell... A 3TO
OOMAHO BABOIHe! .,

HacTtynaer tummusa. Llaps, KOTOPEBINM caM KOTAAQ-TO YBEA CBOIO HBIHEIIHIOIO IIOAPYTY OT
MeHIIMKOBa, a TOT eé ke — oT lllepeMeTeBa, yrproMo pa3msiiirgeT. CooeceAHUKHA MOAYAT.
EaBa A KTO M3 HUX OTBA’KUACS OBI AQTh €My KaKOU-AUOO COBET.

Haxkomner cam I'léTp perraercs:

— Ma3sena — Halll CTapbli, UCIBITAHHBIN cAyTa. OH MHOTO AeT BEPHO CAY>KHA Poccun.
Mebl BoeBaau BMecCTe oA A30BOM, OH I'POMUA TaTap U MOASIKOB, IIOMOTaA HaM B OUTBAxX CO
IIIBEAAMU... Y MeHs HeT IPUYKUH He BEPUTh eMY... TaK y’K BBIXOAUT... — IIOAUMHEHHBIE MOA-
yaT. llape oOpamaerca Kk ['onoBKuHy: — AaBaii-Ka, 'aBpuaa MBaHbBIY, cAeAaeM Tak: ThI IIPHU-
3pIBaelllb K cebe Kouybes, A0CTaBASEeIb €r0 AFOOBIMU IIyTAMU IIPEA MOU I'OCYAQPEBBI OUH, U
OyAeM C HUM pa3OupaThbCs... — B3ABIXaeT. — Y HAC XBAaTaeT XAOIIOT He TOKMO CO IIBEAAMU,
CBOMX Heropdes npya npyau!l.. Ha Aony BoH ByAaaBuUH AIOTYeT...

[IlepeMeTeB yCAYKAUBO IIOACKa3bIBAET:

— KHa3b AOATOPYKOB — OpaT yOUTOro — IIPOTHB HEro BOIOeT BeChMa YCIIeIIHO...

[TéTp, mnepeKpeCTUBIINCE:

— TTomau emy, ['octiopn, yaauu! — nmoBopaumBaercs K rpady: — TbI BCE ysIicHUA, ['aB-
puna MiBaHbra?..

'OAOBKUH yAOBAETBOPEHHO OTBEYAET:

— BceHenpemMeHHO, Tocypapsb!

[TéTp pacnopsrkaeTcs:

— Torpa crynati... C Borom!..

I'pad BCTAET U BBEIXOAUT, @ APb KAQAET AOHOC Ha CTOA M IIPUCTAABHO CMOTPUT B HETO.
I'eHepanbl APy>KHO O€3MOABCTBYIOT...
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Benopyccusa. CepepnHa mad. HeBpareke oT ceaa ['onoBuMHA, B AOAMHE HeOOABIION
peuywku bubud, cpepr AeCOB U OOAOT, OCTOPOJKHO II€PEABUTAETCA LIBEACKOE BOUCKO BO
rAaBe C CaMUM KOPOAEM. Hap AOAMHOM CTeAeTCs I'yCTOM, HeIIPOHUIIAeMBIU TyMaH U YIIOPHO
MOPOCHUT MEAKHUY, HYAHBIN AOKAB.

HenpusteabcKast KaBarepus U 1€X0Ta, YKAAABIBasi Ha 3bI0KYIO IIOYBY (DAlIMHBEl — T€CHO
CBsI3@HHBIE Me>KAY COO0IO CTBOABI U BETBU A€PEBBEB, — C OOABIINM TPYAOM OAOAEBAET 3A0-
cyacTHBIe XAsg0u. CaM KOPOAB, HapaBHE CO BCEMU, AGAUT TATOTHI HEAETKOTO ITyTU. COAAAQTHI,
yBs3ad 10 KOAEHO U I10 IIOSIC, KOe-KaK BEIOMPAasaCh U3 3bI0KOU TPSACUHBL, HEITAAHO PYTAIOTCH.

— INpoxrasiTasg cTpaHal.. — BOPYUT OAUH.
— 3A€eCh MeCTO TOABKO KOAAYHAM B BeAbMaM!.. — BTOPUT APYTOM.
— Ocreperucs, npusareab! He nomunai ux Bcye! — npepocreperaet Tpetuii. — He To

OHM 3aTAHYT TeOs Ha AHO!..
Kapay 1o nenouke nepeparoT:
— CAheBa, B IOAYMUAE, CTOUT PyCCKas I1eXO0Ta...
KopoAb rpoMKO KOMaHAYET:
— Kasaaeputio ko mHe!..
BcapHUKH, IPOCTHO HAXAECTBIBAA AOIIAAEMN, U3 IIOCAEAHUX CUA CTApaloTCs BBIOPATHCS
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Ha TBEPAYIO 3eMAI0. [TouTH Ha OIIyIlb OHM ITIOAHUMAIOTCS Ha IIOAOTHM Oeper, U K KOPOAIO
npubamkaercd reaepan Llnappe:

— Bamre BeanuecTBo, TOX0Ke, MBI OKa3aAUCh MeKAY ABYX PYCCKUX AUBU3UN!..

— Yépr Bo3bMmu! 3TO 0UeHb CKBepHO!.. — B3BOAHOBAHHO BOCKAUITaeT KapA.

K memy noasessxkator Hannmentax u Kanudep. [Iarunmnenbax BOIpoLIaeT:

— Yro cayuunrocs, Bamre BeanuecTBo?..

— MEI 0Ka3aaucs B AoByIIKe! CipaBa U cAeBa — PYCCKUE...

Kanudep, crapasichk Ka3zaTbCd CIOKOWHBIM, 3aKAIOYAET:

— OTO Ha3bIBAETCI — YTOAUAU MEKAY ABYX OorHel. U 4To Tenepsn?..

— Apartbcsa! He Bo3BpaliaThes ke Ha3aa, B 3TOT apl.. — pelmuTeAbHO OpOCaeT KOPOAD.
Ho Ulnappe nblTaeTcsd HAUTHU BBIXOA!

— A ecau ppatbed, To ¢ KeM?.. C TeMU U APYTUMM? ..

I'eHepanbl 1 KOPOAB AUXOPAAOYHO Pa3MBIIIASAIOT. MeXXAy TeM, Ha Oeper IOHEMHOTY BbI-
OupaeTtcd nexora U HeOO HaA AOAMHOM 3aMeTHO cBeTAeeT. Kanudgep 3amedaeT 00€CIIOKO-
€HHO:

— Ecam BAPYT MOKa>keTcs COAHILe, TO MPOTUBHUK BCE YBUAMUT, U HAM TOYHO He MO3A0-
posurcs!..

[ToMONTHMKY BBIKUAQTEABHO CMOTPAT Ha KOpoAsi. Kapa 60Apo BoIpoIiaeT:

— A TAe HaXOAUTCS YKpanHa, KTO 3HaeT?..

Kanudep nokassiBaeT HaAEBO:

— Tawm, Bamre BeanuecTso...

— Bot Tyaa Mer 1 ypapum! K 6oro! Biepéa!..

TpyOauu TpyOAT OOEBOM CUTHAA, U LIBEACKAsA KaBarepus, OOHA)KUB MaAdllld U CabAH,
CMeAO AeTUT TYyAQ, KyAd YKa3bIBAeT KOPOAb...

A B pacIionO’KeHUM AUBU3UU reHepara PelmHrHaG, KOrAa n3 00AaKOB TyMaHa, CAOBHO CKa-
30UYHbIe BUAEHUS, BOBHUKAIOT MHOTOUNCAEHHbBIE BCAAHUKY C MIOAHATHIMUA KAMHKaAMHU, Haun-
HaeTcs MaHuKa...

CoApQTHI, He yCIeB 3apSAUTh PY’Kbsl M IPUMKHYTH IITHIKHM, pa30eratoTcs Kyaa IIOIano.
AparyHsl ¥ Tycaphl He B CUAGX HAUTU U OCepAaTh KOHel. [Tymkapu TyT ke 6pocatoT OecIio-
Ae3HBIe OpyAHUs... IIIBeABI TOABKO YCIIeBAIOT KOAOTH U PYOUTE... Tellepb OHU TECHAT PYCCKUX
K TeM >Ke O0AOTaM, KOTOPHIEe CaMU YCIIeAW HEAABHO ITPEOAOAETE. 1 BO TAaBe HACTYIAIOUX
CcaM KOPOAb...

W Ha npaBoM (AaHTe, TAe HauaAbCTBYIOT LllepeMeTeB 1 MeHITUKOB, TOJKE CABIIIEH IITyM
SAPOCTHOTO Cpa’keHud. V13 maraTku heabpMapiiiara BelOeraeT MeHITUKOB, TPEBOXKHO OCMa-
TPUBAETCH, IPUCTABUB K I'Aa3y IIOA30PHYIO TPyOy. CaepoM BeIOupaeTcs TyuHbl [Hlepeme-
TeB:

— Hy, uto TaM, ArekcaHAP A@HUABIU? ..

MeHIMKOB CEPAUTO Oy PUMT:

— Yeépr ero pa3bepéT! Hu muiiia He BUAHO...

CABIIIIEH KOHCKUM TOIOT. MEeHIINKOB BBIXBATEIBAET IIUCTOAET, HO yV ITAAQTKH ITOIBASET-
C$1 3alIbIXaBIINNCI BECTOBOU:

— Tlocnopa reHepansl, MIBeAbl Hallaan Ha Pennunna!.. [Torud reHepan llIBepeH, yOUTE
HECKOABKO O(DUIIEPOB U COTHS COAAQT...

MeHIIMKOB BAQCTHO KPUUUT:

— Tpyours TpeBory! Bcem B pyskbé!..

B aarepe nopHuMaeTcs cyeta. HeO0 Hap AOAMHOMN MPOSICHIETCS, U BAAAEKe YrKe SICHO
Pa3AMYUMBI CUHIE MYHAUPHI IBeAOB. [llepemMeTeB KOMaHAYeT:

— INMymku K 6010, )xuso! M3roToBUTHCA K OaTaruu!..

[ITBeaE!l, 3aXBaTHUBIIINE HAIIIU OPYAWUS B AMBU3UM PelTHIMHA, YCUAEHHO IIBITAIOTCS Pa3Bep-
HYTBb UX B cTOpPORY lllepeMeTeBa 1 MeHIMKOBA, HO PyCCKHUE OKAa3aAUCh IPOBOPHee. ['pemutr
IIYLIEYHBIN 3aAIl, U AeCATKU O0MO IMaAQIOT B PACIIOAOKeHNe IPOTUBHUKA. TaM IOSIBASIIOTCS
yOUTBIEe U PAHEHEIE. ..

— I'ae KOpoAB?.. — MeueTcs BCTPEeBOKEHHBIN aabIOTaHT Kauudgep.

— OH norHancs 3a pycckumu!.. — cToHeT paHeHBIN odullep. — O, boske! Tomoru
HaM... Kak MHe OOABHO...

— Yépt Bo3bpMmu!.. — pyraercs Kauudep. — Ceifuac oHU Hac pa3paBsT!..

'peMUT emni€ oAMH 3aAl U ele... AABIOTAHT, SPOCTHO HAXAECTBIBAs KOHS, YHOCHUTCS
IpOYb...

A Kapa, Me>Xay TeM, IIPOYHO YBA3 B OOAOTHOU TPSICUHE, U €Tr0 THEAOU JKepebell, BbIKa-
TUB TEéMHO-CHHUEe 3DaYK{ U Pa30PBaB A0 KPOBU I'yOBl, 30 BCEX CHUA IIBITAETCS BHIOPATHCS
13 TUOEABHOM 3allapAHU. KOpOAb B HEMOM OTUYagHUU OTASIABIBAETCS IO CTOPOHAM, HO BOKPYT
HUKOTO... BUAHBEI TOABKO O€CUYHUCAEHHBIE IIAIIKU OOAOTHBIX KOYEK U YTOABHO-YEPHBIE CTBO-
ABI AEPEBLEB...
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Komnern mas. 'opoa Kues. B momecthe BoeBoabl Mocuda [ToTorkoro, B pOCKOIIHOM Ka-
OuHeTe caM BOeBOAQ, reTMaH Maszerna, mucapb OpAUK, 0003HBIM AOMUKOBCKUY, KOMaHAUD
CepAIOKOB Heueab, aTaMaH 3aloposkues ['opareHKo.

[MoTonKu coobIlaeT HETPOMKO (Pa3TOBOP UAET MO-TIOABCKU):

— Mockanaell youTo OOAbIIIe cTa 4eAOBeK... COTHU 4eThIpe B3STO B IIAEH...

I'opareHKO AFOOONBITCTBYET:

— A mBepoB?.. OHU BCe >KUBBLI UAU KaK?..

— LIIBeAOB TOAETAO OOABIIIE THICSYH, & CAM KOPOAb...

— Yro c HuM? PaHeH?.. — BCTpPEeBOKeHHO BcTaBAsieT Mazena. — Hey>xro your?!..

[ToTo1KKM, UyTh YABIOHYBIIIUCE, IOSICHSIET:

— Kapa yBa3 B 60oa0Te... ETo Koe-Kak BBITAIMAY TOABCKHUE HAaéMHUKH... OH 9yAOM U30e-
JKaA IIAEeHQ, a MOKeT — U r'HOeAn...

3aroBOPIUKY YTPIOMO MOAYAT. BepHble MOMOITHUKY Ma3enbl UCIIOATHUIIIKA IIePEeTAs-
AbIBaroTcsA. CaM reTMaH AeAaeT OTCYTCTBYIOIee AUIO. [TOTOIIKMY XMypOo 3aMeydaeT:

— Ha BoliHe, KOHEYHO, CAy4YaeTCd BCAKOe, — OH MILeT B3ragaa Masensl, — HO caMmoe
CKBepHOe, ITaHOBE, TO, YTO IIIBEAAM IIPUIIIAOCEH BO3BpAIaThHCS B MOTUAEB, Ha UCXOAHBIE TIO-
3ULUHA... Tenlepb BCE HY’)KHO HAUMHAThL CHaYaAQ...

Ma3semna rayxo BOIPOIIIAET:

— A e OBIA TTApB? ..

— Tlétp cupuT B cBOeM cTaBKe B ButeOcke... — 0XOTHO noscHser [loronkuii, — OH
KAET Ipuxopa reHepana PenHa...

AOMUKOBCKUM TPUOaBASIET:

— To Ouillb — OYepeAHOTO MOAKPETINEHUA? ..

BoeBoapa MOAUa KUBaeT roAOBOM. Hedeab MpauyHO 3aMeydaeT:

— Toprl Kapay 6yae 30BCUM H3 CAaAKO! ..

COOOIIHUKY Pa304apOBaHbl M MOA@BAEHBL. KasKABIN yKe TIOAYMBIBAET O TOM, KaK OBI M3-
0e>KaThb OIIaCHOTO U 'MOEABHOrO (prHaAd. B ABepaX IOSIBAIETCS POCABIY, PA3HAPSIPKEHHBIU
TrauAyK:

— Ao maHa reTMaHa IPUOBIA TOHEIT OT MOCKaAeu!..

[TpucyTcTByIOIINE PACTEPSTHHO IIEPETASIABIBAIOTCS, XOTS B CAOBAX CAYT'H HET HU MaAel-
11ero HaMéKa Ha OIacHOCTh. [lepBBIM NPUXOAUT B ce0s1 Mazena:

— ITanoBe AOOPOAUICTBO, — FOBOPUT OH HETPOMKO U BKPAAYMBO, — BBI C303 CTYIAUTI
TUXECeHBKO, a MBI 3 HUM IIOTyTapuM... Mano A 43ro?.. — 3aroBOPIINUKHU OeCIIPEKOCAOBHO
YAAASIOTCS Yepes IOTanHYIo ABepb. ['eTMaH KuBaeT raipAyky: — Beau ero...

BxXOAUT MaAeHBKUM, KPYTAeHBKUM Bulle-KaHIAep [1éTp [TaBrosuy ladupos:

— Aob6poro 3p0poBbs, MiBan Ctenanosud!..

Ma3zena BCKaKuBaeT U BOCKAMIIAET C HEIIOAAEABHON PAAOCThHIO:

— 3po0poBeHBKH OYAHL [1éTp [TaBroBuu!.. AkuMu cyapbamMu?.. BoT H3 AyMaB, H3 rapas!..
— OHHU CepAEYHO OOHMMaArOTCd. Masella papyIlHo npepraraeT: — Cupal, OyAb AACKa, AO-
poroii... S pAroske pap T263!.. — Iladupos caputcsa. A reTMaH He yMOAKaeT: — A@BHO IIpue-
xaB? Illo T263 cropa TPUB3A0Y?.. SIKasg Hy>KAQ Y ICHOBEABMOJKHOTO TIaHa A0 Hac, OEAHBIX Ad
CUPBIX?..

F'ocTh IpHCTaAbHO CMOTPUT Ha COOeCepAHMKa:!

— Tbl yMHBIN yenoBeK, MiBar CTenaHbIy, U MOT OBl Cpa3y AOTaAaThCs, UTO 5 110 COOCTBEH-
HOM BOAE 3a CTO BEPCT KUCeAsl XxAe0aTh He cTaHy! Hu K yemy MHe aTO...

Magszerna npsiueT yABIOKY U IEPEXOAUT Ha PYCCKYIO Peub:

— Crano OBITE — Tebs CIOAA TTIOCAAAM ..

[TaprpoB OTKPOBEHHO IPU3HAETCH:

— Ara. [Tocrann... I mopymait — KTO?..

— HeysxTo cam rocypaps — I'éTp Arekcenu? — TepseTcd B AOTaAKaX reTMaH.

— Her. He OH... — 4yTb IOMEAAUB, OTBEYAET HEJKAQHHBIU I'OCTh.

— Torpa ArekcaHap AaHUABIY MeHIITUKOB, — IIpearnioAaraeT Masena. Hlacdupos Kaua-
€T TOAOBOU:

— OnAarb He yrapaan... — AeraeT HeOOAbLIYIO nTay3y. — I'pad 'onoBKuUH...

leTMmaH c Maxy yaAapsieT cebsi B A00:

— T'aBpmaa MBanbIu?.. Kak ke g cpa3y He A0OTyMKaa! — KadaeT ronoBou. — OX, BUAHO,
COBCeM CTaphIli cTaA... Hiox motepsia! Ha mokoi mopa...

[TapupoB UPOHUYUHO ITPUOABASIET:

— Ha noxkoi1, ropoputiib?.. — yabi0aeTcs, — A Moaopas AeBulla TeOe 3aueM?.. HTOOEI
CKPACUTh YHBIABIY CTAPUKOBCKUM AOCYT?..

Ma3zena g9BHO B pacTepsIHHOCTH, HO OBICTPO IPUXOAUT B CeOsI:

— Tam y>Ke BCEé U3BECTHO?.. — OH KHMBaeT 'OAOBOM B CTOPOHY.

— W3sBectHO, — ycmexaetcs Llladupos. — M porapaiics — OT KOTo?..
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leTMaH no>XxMMaeT AedaMm:

— Bparos y meH4 xBaraer... [IoA-YKpalHbl AFOTO HEHaBUAUT CBOErO reTMaHa 3a TO, 4TO
s1 BEPHO AePJKY PYKY PYCCKOTO Ilapsi, — KPeCTUTCsI, — CAY’KYy eMy BepOM U IIPaBAOU, Bparos
cebe Ha)KUBAIO...

[TadpupoB >KECTKO OOPLIBAET €ro:

— AeBuIla, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, AeAO0 AecaToe... Mano An dero! XoTs He Irpex ObIAO OBl U
IIOOCTEPEeYbCd... — OH T'OBOPHUT eMy B ynop: — OOBUH4AIOT TeOS B TOM, UYTO ThI TOTOBUIIb
usMeny... [Tpuimnén Ha Te6st AOHOC — IpepaTeAb ThI OYATO!..

— 12! — Masena u30 BCeX CUA BBIAEP’KMBAET B3BICKYIOIIUM B3TASA rocTs. M, 4ToO
pPa3yBepPUTH ero, BHOBb pa3MalIucTo kpecturcad. — Kak nepep ['ocopom Borom!.. UTob Ha
MOTHAE MOeN 4epHOOBIAL BHIpOC!.. A@a KTO JK IMOCMeA U3MBICAUTH Takoe?! KTo Bpar Bceit
MoeM >Ku3Hu?!.. XoTeA OBl 3HATh...

— Kouy0el1, — kpaTko oTBedaeT lllacdupos.

lerMaH nOTpACEHHO yMOAKaeT. CypOBO MOAUYHT U IIOCAQHELl, OOAYMBIBas BCE CKa3aH-
Hoe. HeAb3s yTBepsKAAQTh HaBEPHAKQ, UTO €70 YOEAUAU OTBEThI F'eTMaHa, HO IIePBOIIPUUYNHY
CAYYUBIIETOCS OH TOTOB IPUHATE O€30TOBOPOYHO.

— 3%, MBau Crenansry, MBan Ctenanbid... PazBe Manro Tebe CBOMX ABOPOBBIX AEBOK?..
— IMTachupoB YKOPU3HEHHO CMOTPUT B AUIIO CTAPOTO CAACTOAIOOIA. — A OHa JKe TBOS, KakK
TOBOPAT, KPECTHAA A0Yb... Opymarical..

Masera MOHUMAET, YTO Tellepb eMY AyUllle BCEro HCKPEeHHE PAacKasThCs B COASSHHOM U
IIPU3HATH CBOIO BUHY. OH OIIyCKaeT TOAOBY U T'AYXO OOPMOYeT:

— Bec MeHd, BUAQTh, TOITyTaA... A Kak — caM He nouMy! OX, rpexu, rpexy Halllu TSIK-
KHe... — KPeCTUTCSA. — BepHO ATOAM TOBOPAT: CEAUHA B TOAOBY — 0ec B peOpo... — ThIYET
ce0d B cepble BUCKU. — BOT OH, cTaphlli AypeHb, — IIOTAIAUTE Ha Herol..

[MTachupoB CHUCXOAUTEABHO YABIOQETCH:

— He ka3uu cebs noHanpacHy!.. OTpal AeBKYy POAUTEASIM — U AeAo ¢ KoHroMm! Paszo-
neéib ¢ KouybeeM o yapKe FOPUAKH, OOHUMeTeCh Ad PaclleAyeTech, KaK 3TO ¥ BaC, XOXAOB,
3aBeAEHO, U BCE 3aKOHYUTCSI MUPOM!.. — reTMaH TI>KeAo B3AbIxaeT. CoOecepHUK TOHUMAET
3TO IIO-CBOeMY: — VAW THI €€, TPELIHBIM AEAOM, y’Ke UCIOPTUA? — O30PHO IOAMHUTHBAET
crapuky. — Hy, Hudero!.. OTBaAUIIb CyAbe TPOIIeN TOOOABIIIE UAU XyTOPOK KAaKOM MoAQ-
pHIIb, @ OH U AOYKY, M AOHOC CBOM Ha3ap 3a0epéeT, BepHO?..

— Omn 3abepét! JKau!.. — cepauto Bopuut Mazena. ['0CTb TOJKMMaeT IAeIaMU:

— Hy, TyT g Tebe, pAOporor reTMaH, He COBETUHK... MOE AeA0 — IPEAYIIPEAUTD, & AAAb-
lie — pa30dupamnTech CaMU... — reTMaH COCPEeAOTOUYEHHO MOAUUT. [ITadhupoB mopHUMaETCS
Ha HOTU: — A Temepb, MBan CTenaHbIY, TO3BOAB OTKAQHATECS! [Topa MHe...

Ma3zena To>ke BCTaéT, IbITasiCh COOPATHCS C CUAAMMU:

— TToropn, ITétp IMaBAOBHY, YTO-TO THI YK OOABHO CKOPO! A TOOOEeAATh AQ BBHIIIUTE IO
yapouke? 3a BCTpeuy?..

— He yrosapusaii, MiBan CTenaHblu!.. — pelINTEeABHO OTKAa3bIBAETCS TOCTh. — S — ue-
AOBEK MMTOAHEBOABHBIN, U BpeMsI HbIHUEe OECITIOKOMHOE... — MOHUKAET TOAOC. — TOTO U TASIAM
— OYepEeAHOU AOHOC HAIUIIYT...

IeTMaH 00ecKypa’keHHO KadaeT FOAOBOM U XAOIIaeT B A@AOIIN. [TogBasgeTcs radAyK. Ma-
3ella Pacnopsa’kKaeTcs:

— [llpunecu, xnromue, MO0 MIKATyAKy.. — lllacdupoB npurBopHO B3pbIxaeT. Cayra
IIPUHOCUT IIKATYAKY. [[eTMaH OTKpBIBAET €€ U AOCTAET 30A0TOM IIePCTEHD C U3YMPYAOM: —
ITpuMmu, poporoii ITéTp I'TaBAOBUY, OT UMCTOTO CEPATIA...

locTh mOUTH UCKPEHHE OAATOAAPUT:

— Cnacu0o, nat rerMaH! Bek He 3a0yAy...

Ma3zena, KAaHIACh B TIO4C:

— W Goabmon nokAoH 'aBprae MiBaHoOBHUYY... Sl €r0 HEONIAATHBINA AONAKHUK, — YABIOA-
eTcd. — 1 TBOM TO’Ke... — TOCTb HaAeBaeT IepPCTeHb Ha PYKY, MEABKOM CMOTPHUT Ha Hero.
Maszena MUPHO NPOAOAYKAET: — A rocypapio Haimemy, [leTpy ArekceeBu4y, HeIIpeMeHHO
MOAOJKH, UTO 5 BCeraa ObIA eT0 BEPHBIM CAYTOM M OyAY UM BIIpeAb, AO cMepTHoro dacal.. Ha
TOM U OyAY CTOSTh!.. — OceHsieT ce0sl KpeCTHBIM 3HaMeHUEeM.

[MTachupoB corracHO KMBAeT U HAIlpaBASIETCS K BBIXOAY, TeTMaH cAeAyeT 3a HuM. OHu
BBIXOAAT BO ABOD, TA€ T'OCTS IIOAJKHUAQET 3alpsyKeHHad Kaperta. [Iladupos ycakubBaeTcs B
Heé, Kydep B3MaxuBaeT KHYTOM... Ma3ela, CTOsI Ha KPBIAbIlE, CTapaTeAbHO MAllleT PYKOM...

Ho cTtouT skunaxy yKaTUTh CO ABOPQ, OAQTOCTHAad YABIOKA Ha AWIle reTMaHa CMeHsSeTCs
03a00YEeHHOCTBIO U TpeBorou. OH CHEIIHO BO3BPAIAeTCSA B AAATHL U TYT Ke IIPOXOAUT B
OIIOYUBAABHIO. MaTpEéHa, MOAYyOAETast, MUPHO CUAUT Y OKHA, IIPUAEKHO 3aHUMAsICh PYKOAe-
AbeM. Ma3zena penaeT HeCKOABKO OBICTPBIX, COBCEM OECIIYMHBIX IIaroB, IIOTOM 3aCTHIBAET
Ha MecTe. /ATOOOBHUIIA IOAHUMAET F'OAOBY:

— ThI He CKy4yaelllb? — OH He 3HAaeT, KyAd AeBaTh CBOU PYKHU.

— Hu, — cnoKoMHO OTBeYaeT AEBYIIIKa, — TUABKU AHKY 3yCTPHUTE XOUy... SIK TaM BOHa ?
AaBHO eé H3 DaumAa...
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l'eTMaH TOAXOAUT OAMIKE:

— I'lo cecTpe COCKy4YHAACH Ba’KKO?.. — OH OCTOPOJKHO yAbIOaeTcsi. — BikKa CKOpO THI €€,
MaOyAb, TOOQYUIIE...
— Sk mobauy?.. KoABI?.. — yAUBASETCS AeBYIIIKAa. Ma3ella HAaKAOHIETCS U IeAyeT eé.

MaTpéHa OXOTHO IPUHUMAET €0 AACKU.

— SIK? — moBTOpseT ATOOOBHUK. — MB3HS 3pa€TCs, 110 T203 Tpa0a BePTaThCSI A0 AOMY...

— Kyapt?.. — He moHUMaeT MaTpéHa.

— Y barypuH, — MATKO HacTaBAdeT eé Masena. — Taka AMAO 3a4HYAOCH, 110 TP30a 3a-
pa3 ycé KUHYaThk... AGO BRIMAET Iile XysKe... Po3yMeens, uu HU?..

Ar0OOBHMIIAa HETOHUMAIOIIIe CMOTPUT Ha HeTo. B eé FoHOM, HEJKHOM AMIIE CTPaX, TPEBOTA
u obupa. CTapblll reTMaH IIpSYeT TAa3a. ..

23

Benopyccus. 'opop Bute6ck. Hauano utons. ['haBHas ctaBka 11aps IleTpa. B HeGoAbIION
KOMHATEe PACIOAOJKUACS CaM rocypapsb, peabpamapiian llepemeTes, reHepasbl MeHIIINKOB,
Foanner, Pennua. [TETp THEBHO MedeTcqa MeKAY HUMH, CEPAUTO BBITOBAPUBAsA OCAEAHE-
MY:

— Mano Toro, 4To THI TpOCIIaA 0aTaANIO, — OH I'PO3UT PelTHUHY KyAaKOM, — IIO TBOeH
muaocTu rtorud redepan LlIsepen!.. YouTe! oduiiepsl, COAAQTHL... Kak ThI AOIIYCTHA CH€, PO-
TO3em?!..

PernmHuH >kaA00HO OTIPaBABIBAETCS:

— locypaps! T1éTp Arekcend...

[TéTp 9apoCTHO KPUYUT:

— 3amoAud, cBOAOUB! A Beato TeOs paccTpeasaTs! Hemepns!..

Bce noTpscensbl. PelTHUH Kak NOAKOIIIEHHBINU IAaAA€T HA KOACHH:!

— T'ocypaps! INomaau! BuHOBAT... — IO IIeKaM ero KaTsATCcsA CA€3bl. MeHIUKoB, ['oan-
uslH U [IlepeMeTeB TOKe TOTOBEI yIIaCTh Ha KOAEHH, BCE APY’KHO IIPOCAT:

— Mus xep1! I'ocypaps! [TomunaocepactByt! Cmunayiica! [Tpoctu ero...

[TpocBOBI OAMIKAUIINX ITOMOITHUKOB BCE-TaKM BO3BIMEAU AelcTBHe. Llapps MamreT py-
KOU:

— Hy, 6yaet! AoBoAbHO! YiiMUTECh, 3alIUTHUKU!.. — OH OCTaHaBAWBAETCS IIepep KOAe-
HOIIPEKAOHEHHBIM TeHeparoM. — Tak U ObITh — Ipoinato!.. Ho YBOABHSIO OT AOAKHOCTH!..
U renepaAbCKOTo 3BaHMS AUIIAIO. ..

PenHuH, ypOHUB roAOBY Ha I'PYAB, PHIAGET, OYAYYU HE B CUAAX ITIOAHATHCA. [TETP peIBKOM
CTABUT €ro Ha HOT'U U KPEIKO I[eAyeT:

— 3acAyru TBOM NOMHIO, IIOTOMY U IIaxy... Ho Bupeapb Oeperuck — roAaOBy CHUMY!..
[MTocmett TOABKO!..

Pa3s>kanoBaHHBIN reHepaA BRITUPAET CAE3BI IPSAIMU I'yCTOrO IIapuka. ['ocypaps ycaku-
BaeTcd Ha CTYA, IPUCTAaABHBIM B3TASAOM OKHABIBAET CBOMX ITOMOIITHUKOB U HEOKMAAHHO
CIIpalliBaeT:

— A Kak AyMaeTe, TOCIIOAA TeHepaAbl, HoueMy Kapa ABUHYACS Ha IOT, @ He IIOIIEA Ha
CMmoneHck?.. CTOMKOCTD HAIIly UCIBITHIBAET UAM TEHb HA IIAETEHBb HABOAUT? OTBETCTBYU-
Te...
[MepBBIM IpUAS B cebs1, oTBedaeT LllepemeTes:

— 4 moaararo, TOCypAaph, YTO IIBEABI BCE-TAKU IPO3HAAH, YTO HA CMOAEHCKOM HAIlpaB-
A€HMU UX BCTPETAT, KaK IIOA00A€eT, U IIOTOMY OHM HUIIYT ceOe OOXOAHBIX IyTeH... TOABKO
HaAWAYT AU ..

Ho MeHIIUKOB He COTAAIIaeTCs:

— A MHe pAyMaeTcs, 4To Kapayc ycTaa )KAQTh IIOAMOTM U CaM IIOLIEA HaBCTpeuy /\eBeH-
raymrTy...

Ero moppepskuBaeT ['OAUTTBIH:

— Tak oHO u ecTb... TeM maue, rocypaphb, YTO TOT Be3ET OOABIINE 3allachbl IPOAOBOAB-
CTBUS, C KOTOPBIMH Y KapAaa Herycro...

ITéTp HexXOTs corAaliaeTcs:

— Hy, un rapHO... — ycMexaercda. — llIBepckult BaaAbIKa onaTh B Moruaése. byaeM
CUUTATh, YTO €My II0Ka He IIMOKO Be3&T... A 4To Aaree?..

I'eHepanbl He TOPONIATCS C OTBETOM. B KOMHaTy BXopUT rpad 'onoBKUH:

— T'ocypaps, g mpubObIA, KaK MHE OBIAO BeAeHO. U He OpUH...

— IToropu, 'aBpuaa ViBaHEBIY, TYT He AO TOTO... — IIapb He Cpa3y IIOHUMaeT, B UéM CYTh
AeAa... O00KAU C AOKAAAOM...

['OAOBKUH pa3sBOAUT PyKaMU:

— Kaxk Tel IpuKa3seiBaa, [T€Tp AreKcend, s IPUBE3 C COOOU CYABIO!..

— Kakoro emé cyapro?.. — HepOyMeBaeT 11aphb.

I'pac nosicugaer:
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— Kouyo0es...

— Oro 110 ToMy AeAy ? KacaeMo reTMaHa, 4To AU? ..

['oOAOBKUH KUBAeET:

— Touno Tak, rocypaps... ['To pooHOCy Ha reTMaHa Maszeny...

MEeHIIINKOB OCTOPOKHO AODABASIET:

— A Kapayc, Me>RAY IpounM, IIEA Ha IOT... YKpauHa BeAb UMEHHO TaM...

Llaps MUHYTY pa3pyMbBIBaeT, IOTOM MallleT PYKOM:

— AapHO, OBITE IO ceMy. Beau ero...

— C HUM elé TOAKOBHUK McKpa.

— Xopomro. AaBay 000UX...

B KOMHAaTy IPUBOAST CYABIO U IIOAKOBHUKA. BUA ¥ AOHOCUYMKOB ITIOA@BAEHHBIH, OIIyCTO-
IIEHHBIN U 3aMeTHO NoMATHIN. [TéTp oOparaeTcs K [OAOBKUHY:

— SBUAMCH OHU AOOPOBOABLHO?.. YTOBApPUBATh HE MMPUIIIAOCK? ..

I'pad no>xumaert nrevamu:

— Kakoe TaM — p00poBoABHO!.. [Toa yCHAEHHBIM KOHBOEM BE3AUM U TAA3 HU Ha MUT He
cryckaaul..

[1éTp nepeBOAUT TAKEABIN B3TASIA Ha 0OOMX BUHOBHBIX:

— Kak aT0 noHnMarTe, rocnopa Kasaku?!.. Koau BBl gyeTe 3a COO0IO IPABAY U JKeAaeTe
OOAMYUTL U3MEHHMKA, TO IIOYTO XOTUTE N30eKaTh oTBeTa?!..

Kouy0beil HerpoMKO OTBeUaeT:

— 4, rocypapsb, BCE Kak ecThb Hanucan. He yraua Hu caroBa. UUCTYIO TIPABAY...

ITéTp rpo3HO BOCKAUIIAET:

— YwuTan g TBOIO OyMary, ropaspo uutanl.. — epBa caepskuBasi ceds. — Ho Tam HE cAOBa
IIyTHOTO, OAHU CIIA€THU Ad HaBeThl!.. ThI IUIIIeNIhb, YTO TeTMaH KAET K ceOe ITIOABCKOTO KOpPOo-
Ad, aTAe YAUKH?.. [Ae AOTOBOPHL, TUCHMA, KAATBHI?.. OAHUM CAOBOM — TA€ IIpSIMBIE AOKa3a-
TeabcTBa?! MIX HET... — BUHOBHUKM MoOAYaT. Llaps sipoBuTO nipubaBasieT: — Mou IpucHbBIe
TOXXKe MeHs He IIHOKO AIOOSAT, — IIOKa3bIBaeT Ha CBOUX I'€HEPAAOB, — U 3a MOeU CIMHOU
KASHYT MeHs, IIOAY, Ha BCe KOPKMU... Bcex uepTelt HaBepHAKa cyAdrT!.. He Tak, uto An?.. — y
IIOMOIITHUKOB OT y>kKaca I'raza Ae3yT Ha A00. — U uTo ke Teneph?! MHe UX BCex Ha OCUHE
BelllaTh HAAOOHO?.. — Iaph 3A0 ycMexaeTcsd. — E>Kean Kpenko npomrpadgarcs — mnosery!
3a CUM AEeAO He CTaHeT...

KouybGel1 ynopcTByeT:

— Magzena Aep>KUT IIpU cebe MOABCKYIO OXPaHy U APY’KUT CO CBOSTUEHUIIEN ITOABCKOI'O
KOpOAd... I kueBckuit BoeBoaAa [ToTolKUM — MOAdIK... KaToOAMYeCcKOoM Bepe TpUBEPIKEH...

— Ay MeHs )KeHa — HeMKa U 4acTb reHepaAoB ToxXke... M 9To TyT Takoro? — IleTp cmo-
TpuUT Ha VIcKpy: — A TBHI YTO CKa’Kelllb, IOAKOBHUK? YAUKH y TeOs ecTh?.. [IpeacTaBs. [1o-
Ka’kU...

Hckpa rayxo oTBedaer:

— Ilan cypps BCE CKa3saa...

I'TéTp, kauag ronoBol, oOpalaeTcs K Kouyoero:

— Tol cabllllan, HapeIOCh?.. KOAB THI CYABS, TO U BepAU cedsi, Kak IIopA0D0aeT cyabe... S
3HAIo, 4YTO TeTMaH y TeOs AOUKY CMaHUA, U Thl, BUAUMO, PELIUA MCTUTD €MY... — yCMeXaeT-
csl. — TOABKO MeCTBh BEIXOAUT MOAAASL — UY’KUMM PYKaMU ThI C OOMAYMKOM PaclpaBUTHCI
xouelb... He BeIfipeT! — rpo3ut emy. — Sl pyKu B reTMaHCKOM KPOBU MapaTh He cTaHy... He
paccuuTbiBai!..

Kouy06ei1 onyckaeT TOAOBY. MeHIIMKOB A€AGEeT CAAOyIO MOIBITKY BBEITOPOAUTH BUHO-
BHBIX!

— locypaps, Ma3zena onio30puA CBOIO KPECTHYIO AOUb!.. OTO AN He BUHA?..

Llapb KaTeTOPHUYHO 3aKAIOYAET:

— IlycTb c 3TUM pa3bupaeTcs cBsiTas 1lepKoBb 1 ['ocriops Bor!.. He Hartire aTo, rpelabix
ArOpeH, Aeno... He mupckoe CyTh...

I'oAOBKUH coTAaIaeTcs:

— TBos mpaBag, [1éTp Arekcendl!..

[MTepemeTes, 'onnIbiH U PeTHMH COYYBCTBEHHO KMBAIOT rOAOBaMU. I1ETp TBEPAO IpoO-
U3HOCHT:

— 3Haro... — B3BICKYIOIle CMOTPUT B AUIla OOBUHAEMBIX. — E’Kean BaM OOABIIIe HEUETO
cKaszaThb — cTynauTe BoH!.. — I'onoBkuHy: — A ThI, ['aBpuAa VIBaHBIY, PacIOPSIAUCE... — U
CO 3Ha4YeHUeM KHUBaeT FTOAOBOM.

Kouyb6es ¢ VIcKpol BEIBOAAT.

[MToBucaet Ts>KEAad, yayllatomas naysa. Ocrasuinecss U306eratoT B3TASIAOB APYT APYyTa.
Llapp moHHMMaeT, 4TO Ka>kKABIM M3 €ro MOMOIITHUKOB HEBOABHO CTABUT ceOd Ha MeCTO He-
CY4aCTHOTO CyAbH. OH TOBOPUT C U3AEBKOU!

— Wb, AoBKUY KaKoM!.. XOoTeA MHe raa3a OTBECTU M IIOAKOBHUKA C COOOIO IIPUXBA-
THA... AH HEeT — IIPOBAAMAACH 3aTed!.. — B3BICKYIOIle CMOTPUT Ha MOAUYMHEHHBIX. — BoT
TaK, 'OCIIOAQ TeHepaAbl, 3aKaHYMBAIOTCSI 3A00HBIE HaBeTHL... He KASHU APYTOTO, e5KeAUd caM
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HeYUCT!..

MeHIINKOB OCTOPOKHO BCTaBASIET:

— MHe KaykeTcs, MUH XepIl, 4To 1 caM Ma3sella YucToTo! He OaeleT... Ham Typenkuit
PEe3UAEHT COOOIIaeT, UTO TeTMaH depe3 KPBIMCKOI'O XaHa IBITAACS CBA3aThCd C CAMUM CYA-
TAHOM...

— HacKOABKO TOUHBI 3TH CBEACHUS ¢ ..

— Hapo npoBepuTh... — B ToAoCce MEeHIIIMKOBa 3aMeTHO KoAeDaHue.

— To1 IpesrAe IPOBEPBD, @ ITIOTOM AOKAAABIBa!..

— ByaeT ucoaHeHO, TOCyAApb...

— Hy, To-TO Xe... — MHPOAIOOMBO 3aKAIOUYaeT Ilapb. ['eHepaabl, TIOHKUMAs, YTO TPo3a
MMHOBAAQ, 3aMeTHO YCIIOKauBaIOTCH. ..

24

CpeanHa uioH4. /\eBoOepeskHast YKpauHa. Tuxoe ceabllo AUKAHBKA, BAAAEHUE reHe-
paabHOTrO cypbu KouyOesd. B mpocTOpHOI XaTe, B TOPHUIlE, CUAAT XO35AMKa U €€ cTrapiias
AOYb AHHA. MaTh, epBa CAEPIKUBAA CAE3BL, JKAAYETCSA CTapllIel AOYEPHU:

— Bownsbl BMuctu ¢ Mckpoti 6e>xansl y HepBoHHEIN KyT A0 TOAKOBHUKA OCHUIIOBE, HO TaM
X B34ABI ¥ IIOBE3AHI K I1aPIO...

AHHa, ICKpeHHe COYYBCTBYS, IIepecIIpalliuBaeT:

— BbateKy u A9AbKY VBaHa?..

— Or3... — TOPECTHO IOATBEPKAAeT MaTb. — [ 1A KOHBOEM... — OHA yTHUPAET CAE3Bl. —
Ox, rope, rope sikoe!..

Aoub HETOAYET:!

— ArerMan?.. Bun usro po6ua?!.. Huuoro us 6auua, uu sgk?!..

— A moch reTMaH?.. — MaThb Oe3HAAEKHO MalleT pyKod. — BuH cuput ca63 y Kuese,
abo y baTypuHe, Aa 3 TBOeM CECTPUUKOU MHUAYeTC, 1100 eMy ITOoBBIAA3UAO! U el TaK, mo-
raHkel..

AHHA y4aCTAMBO B3AbIXaeT. X03AMKa IIAaYeT, YTKHYBIINUCH B PYILIHUK, U II0 BCEMY 3a-
METHO, YTO CKOPOU 3TON He OYAET KOHI, KaK 3TO CAy4YaeTcs y AF0O0oM yKpauHKu. U crapias
AOUB, TASIAG Ha Heé, TOJKe HauWHaeT 0e3yYAEP>KHO AUTH CAE3HL... ABOPOBas IMPUCAYTE, OCO-
OEeHHO KeHIIINHBI, 0e3MOABHO, KaK IPUBUAEHUS, OPOAAT 110 yCaAbOe, & Ha UX AMIIAX 3aCTBIAO
rayOodaiiniee, 6e3rpaHUYHOE COUYBCTBHE...

— WM 10 Teniepb 3 HUMU OyA€?... — CKBO3b CAE3BI BOIIPOIIAET AOYb.

— Xwuba g 3Har0?!.. — HEYTeIIHO PBIAGET MaTh, A@Basl IOHATH, YTO OJKHAAET CaMOro
y>KacHOTO, ¥ AHHA yA@BAMBAET 3TO. Toraa eé maad oopalilaeTcs B BOY, B BOIIAU U CTEHAHUS,
CAOBHO II0 yMepuIuM. U Teneps Bcga AUKaHbKa OrAallaeTCsd MOABOOU M IPUUYUTAHUAMH, KO-
TOPBIM He IIPEABUANUTCS KOHIIA...

A mio popore u3 IToaTaBEl, B3ABIMast OOAAKa IIBIAY, HECETCSI OPUUKA C IIAeTEHBIM Ky30BOM,
HO BIIEPEAU U C3aAM Heé HEOTCTYITHO CKauyT BepXOBEIe. ABOPOBas AeBUOHKQ, He MUTAas, TAd-
AUT Ha AOPOTY M3-3a IIAETHS, IOTOM CPBIBAETCS C MeCTa ¥ BUXPEM AETUT B XO3IUCKUM AOM:

— Tanwu! IManu!.. MoTps epeTh! Afoske HIBHIAKO! ..

Xo3gMKa U A0Yb OCTOAOEHEAO CMOTPAT APYT Ha APYKKY, OAHUM IIOAOTEHIIEM IIPOBOPHO
BBITMPAIOT MOKPEIE AMIla M HalleperoHKM CIIellaT Ha KPBIAbIIO. BHauare BO ABOpe HOSIBASI-
IOTCS KOHHBIE, 3aTeM CA€AOM BKAThIBAeTCsl OpUUKa U 3aMUpaeT HocpeArHe. Kazaku cremnu-
BAIOTCH, ¥ OAMH, IOKAOHUBIIIHUCH XO34HUKe, TOBOPUT CO CAEP>KaHHOU YABIOKOM:

— Ocb BoHa!.. [IpuMaiiTe, IIaHOBHY TAHU...

O0e >KeHITUHBI — MOAOAAS U CTapasi — BO BCe TAa3a CMOTPAT Ha BHOBb IPUOBIBIIVIO.
MaTtpéHa CUAUT — HM >KMBa, HU MepTBa — IOA NAETEHBIM HaBeCOM TAapaHTacCa, 3aCThIB,
CAOBHO H3BasiHHe. ABODHS, BBICHINIABIIAs U30 BCEX YTAOB, W Ka3aKU-IIPOBOJKATHIE TOJKE
3aMepAH, BO BCe T'Aa3a HAaOAIOAAS AyIIePa3AUPAIoONIy0 KapTUHY. TOABKO AOIIAAU, ITIOBOAS
B3MBIA€HHBIMHM OOKaMH M OTTOHSSI XBOCTAaMU HAa30MAUBBIX CAEIIHEM, HapyIIaloT 3A0BEITYI0
TUIINHY ...

W BApYT cTaplias A04Yb, OYAYUU He B CUAAX CAEPIKAThCs, CTPEMTAAB OE€XUT K IIOBO3KeE,
IIOAAETAeT, BCTAET Ha IBIIIOYKY U TAHET PYKM KBepXy. MaTpéHa ITouTH apaeT B e€ OObATH,
1 00e CeCcTphl 3aAMBAIOTCSI HAB3PHIA, ..

Torpa 1 caMa MaTh CITYCKAeTCs C KPBIABIIA...

OHa BBICTyIIaeT HAPOUYUTO HECIIEIIHO U IJeA€HAIIPAaBACHHO, YYBCTBYS, UTO Ha HEU JKaA-
HO CKPELIMBAIOTCS BCe B30PhI cOOpaBmIuxcs. M Ka’KABIM IIar MO>KUAOU JKEHIIIUHBI MUTOM
3allevyaTA€BAETCs B TAa3ax 3eBak. A CTOUT el 0Ka3aThbCsl BO3Ae OPUUKY, KaK 00e eé pouepu
pPa3oM YMOAKAIOT, CAOBHO UM 3alle4aTaAl PTHL...

— SIBuaach, moraHka! — 3A0 IIeAUT MaTh, UCIENeAss TAa3aMM TpelIHuIy. — SK 1203
3eMASI HOCUT!.. — OHa r'OBOPHUT IIOAYIIENOTOM, 3Hasl, YTO KaXKA0e e€ CAOBO, Ka’KABIM 3BYK
OTAQETCH HAabaTOM B yIIIaX M CepAllaX OKpy Karolux. MaTpéHa 1jeneHeer...

— BaTbky cBoBO 3ryOunaal.. Mana 3rybunal.. Ycux Hac 3ryomaal.. — OHa TSIHET PYKH C
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HaMepeHMeM CXBATUTh OETASTHKY 3@ BOAOCHI U CTAIUTL €€ Ha3eMb, HO BAPYT IPH>KUMaeT
AOYb K cebe, U BCe TpOoe HaUMHAIOT APY’KHO T'OAOCHUTb...

— Bun MaH3 nporHaB!.. — obAuBaeTcsa caedaMu MaTpéna. — Masena Ka3zaB — BepTau-
CSI TIIBBIAYE AO AOMY...

— O¥, K393, Thl MOSI HepO3yMHa AbIThIHA! HelllacTbe Moe... — mpuUroBapmBaeT MaTh. —
o >x TeI HapoOuAa! CKUABLKY Oep 1 rops npuHecAal.. A Ha 1mo?!.. Aasg yoro?.. Kaxu!..

— Mamo, — NPOHMKHOBEHHO yIIpallluBaeT AHHAQ, — IIOJKaAKyBaWTe BHI eél.. BoHa 1mie
MOAOAQ... [IpocTuTs e€, maMo...

Mhaapliast AOUb JKaAyeTCsI CKBO3b CAE3BI:

— Masera xo4e, 11100 5 TUTIIAA Y MOHACTHIPb. ..

— Kyap numina?! — AaBSICH PHIAQHUSIMU, BOCKAUIIAET MATh.

— Y MOHACTBIPB!.. — U MA@AIIas AOUb TOHET B CAe3aX.

[Tpucayra, CTOATIMBIIASICS BOKPYT, HAUMUTHI ¥ HAUMWYKH, ¥ MOAOABIE Ka3aKM OXPaHHI,
BUASL IIPOHUKHOBEHHYIO, AYIIENIUIIaTeAbHYIO KapTUHY, Pa3MIIYUMANCE U Pa3’Kar0OHUAUCH
coBceM. JKeHNIWHEI, He CKPBIBASACH, IAQUYT. MYy >KUMHEI, He TASIATL APYT Ha APyTra, CypoBO
CBOAAT OPOBM M TUXO CKAOHSIIOT TOAOBBL. Hap AVKAaHBKOM BUTAIOT YHBIHUE U CKOPOb...
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Konen utonda. beropyccus, ropop Moruaés. CtaBka IIBEACKOIO KOPOAS. B AoM, rAe pac-
IIOAOJKUACS KOPOAB, BXOAAT AeIIMHCKUM U reHepaa Kpaccay. VIx BcTpedaeT reHepan-aAb-
roranT Kanudep:

— BruI xoTHuTe BUpeTh Ero BeAnuecTBo, OpHCT? — TO-CBOMCKU CIIPAITUBAET OH IIIBEAA.
Kpaccay KuBaeT Ha IIOABCKOTO KOPOAS:

— Hawm He TepninTcs y3HAThH O AQABHEHWIIINX TAaHAX KaMIIaHUM. ..

Kanudep ocTopo>xHO 3aMedaeT:

— Ero BeanuecTBO KpaiiHe 06eCIOKOEH HEeAABHUMU COOBITUSIMU TIOA CeAOM ['OAOBUM-
HBIM...

AenuHCKUM OpocaeT IBHO HEBIIONIAA,;

— Ho Mou moAsiku BeAu ceOst OueHb AOCTOMHO! ..

Kaundep Iponu3HOCUT MOAYIIETIOTOM:

— O ToM, YTO OHU BBIPDYYUAU MOHApXa, — Ayullle He BCIIOMUHATh! 3a0yabTe. ..

ABepb HEOKUAAHHO PACIIaXMBAETCs, U B KOMHATY CTPEMUTEABHO BXOAUT Kapa:

— AobGporo 3p00poBks, Toctiopa!l A, Kak BUAUTE, OOAP, 3AOPOB U HEBpeAuM. Hero u Bam
JKeAaro... — IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIUE KAQHAIOTCA. KOPOAB XBAaCTAUBO 3asABAdeT: — [ToOeXAeHBI He
TOABKO PyCCKHe — IO00OeXAeHBI UX Aecd, OOAOTa M ONAOTHL! Sl mpuKa3as BEIOUTH MeAAAb B
4eCTh 9TOTO CA@BHOTO cpakeHus!.. Kak Bam aT0?..

AEeNUHCKUM [TBITAEeTCSA ObITh HEMTPAABHBIM:

— INoagku, Baiie BeanuecTBO, Hap€IOCh, He OYAYT 3a0BITHI? ..

— O uéwm Brr, CTanucaaB?.. — SKOOBI He TOHUMaeT Kapa.

— AbIy ce0s HapeKAOU, YTO HA 3TOM NAaMATHOU MeAaAU OyAEeT BBIOUTO XOTS OBl OAHO
MTOABCKOE UMS...

[IIBepbr MOAYAT. KOPOABL HEAOBOABHO XMYPUTCSH:

— Aa, KCcTaTu — CaAuTecCh, rocmopal.. — Bce capaTcsa. Kapa AeAOBUTO MPOAOATKAET: — A
Tenepb OTHOCUTEABHO HAIlTUX AAABHEUIINX MAAHOB: 51 HaMepeH Bac, CTaHUCAAB, U TeHepa-
Aa Kpaccay HanpaBuTh B [Toabmry... Aato BaM — KaXAOMY — IIO AUBU3UM, U AeUCTByUTe!..
[TopHUMANTE BCEX MOASTKOB IIPOTUB MOCKBEL...

Kpaccay oTKpOBEHHO HeAOYMEBAET:

— Ho nmo3BoabTe, Batite BeanmuecTBo, B [ToABINIe HET aKTUBHBIX CTOPOHHUKOB T1aps [1e-
Tpal..

— 3aTo TaM eCTh IaCCUBHBIE... — TTOKUMaeT IaedyaMu Kapa 1 ToBOpauyuBaeTCs K IMTOADL-
CKOMY KOpPOARO. — BepHo, CtaHucAas? Van g o11nbarochk?.. — TOT COTAACHO KUBAET B OTBET.
— BoT moaToMy 51 M HAaIIPABASIO BaC TyAQ... BO-IIepPBEIX — 3TO yMEPUT IIBIA TE€X, KTO XOTh KaK-
TO COYYBCTBYET PYCCKHMM, @ BO-BTOPBIX — 3aCTaBUT IIEBEAUTHCS HAIIUX SBHBIX U TAWHBIX
COIO3HUKOB... K mpuMepy — Toro >ke Maseny... KcTaTy, 4TO OH TOAEABIBAET ¢

NENINHCKUM:

— leTMaHy Tenepb NIPUXOAUTCS BEIKPYUUBATHCS. YBBI!..

Kaundep ¢ "poHNYeCKOMN YABIOKOU:

— OH no-npe>xHeMY BEAET ABOMHYIO UT'PY?..

— A HUYero Apyroro eMy He OCTaQ€TCs... — IIOJKUMaeT TAaedyaMu AelllMHCKuk. — VHTpu-
ra COCTOMUT B TOM, YTO Ha Mazseny HaucaAu AOHOC...

Kapa Bockaunaer:

— Bor kak?! M KTO Ke?..

— Ero 6Am>XaWmni IOMOIIHUK — TeHepaAbHBIN CyAbd KouyOern...

Kpaccay, ycmexasacs, IIeAUT:
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— Hy, ecan cam cyabs, TO ero cypbOa npeappeniesHa. CyAbH 3HAIOT, 9YTO IIHUCATh! ..

Kapa cOKpyIéHHO KadaeT rOAOBOM:

— BoT u AOBepbCA 3TOMY YBEPTAUBOMY XOXAY!.. — CMOTPUT Ha IIOABCKOTO KOPOAd: — A
YTO C 3TUM OYHTOM AOHCKUX Ka3akoB, CTaHUCAAB?.. MBI HAAESIAUCH, YTO OH OTBAeYET y [le-
Tpa 3HAUUTEABLHBIE CHAHL...

— K coxkanenuto, Baite BeandecTBo, UX IpepBOAUTEAL ByAaBUH yOUT, a caM MSTeXK
IIOYTHU ITIOAQBAEH...

Kanudep u Kpaccay xmypsarcsa. Kapa CHUCXOAUTEABHO 3aMedaeT:

— IlopBeAEM, TOCIIOAR, TPEABAPUTEABHBIN UTOT: PYCCKUX MBI IIOTPEIlaAld, HO AO OKOH-
YaTeABHOTO PAa3rpoMa AEAO MOKA He AOIIAO... — KadaeT FTOAOBOM. — MeHd IpeAyIIpeskAaAH,
HACKOABKO OIIaCHO BTOPIaThCs Ha Uy KYyIO0 TEPPUTOPUIO, @ K MOCKOBHUTAM OCOOEHHO... — Ae-
AQHHO yABIO@eTCs. — SI 3TO OTAMYHO IIPOYYBCTBOBAA, CUAS B TOM Mep3KoM 6oaore!l.. Ory-
lIleHre He U3 NPUATHBIX, YK OBepbTe!l.. — cOoO0eCepAHUKHU TOXKe YABIOAQIOTCS, HO OTHIOAB
He 0e33a00THO. KOpOAb 3aMedaeT 3TO U TYT JKe cepbe3HeeT: — Pycckuil napb — XUTPBIA
IIapeHb, XUTPBIM U KOBAPHBIN... HO MBI pelInTeAbHO IPOTUBOIIOCTABUM €My Hally OTBary,
TBEPAOCTb ¥ HACTOMYUBOCTE... [ 3aCTaBUM eTo IPUHATH reHepaAbHOEe CpaskeHue, KOTOpoe
CTaHEeT ero HeCMbIBaeMbIM I1030POM U ITPOoKAITheM! Tak u 6yaeT!.. — cobecepAHUKHU COTAac-
HO KMBAaIOT rorosamMu. Kapa obpaitiaercs k Aemuackomy 1 Kpaccay: — MTak, OoTIIpaBAai-
Tech, rocriopal S KAy OT Bac HellpeMeHHBIX yCIIEeXOB...

lenepan 1 IOABCKHUI KOPOAB BCTAIOT U BBEIXOAAT. B KOMHaTe ocTatoTcss Kapa u ero apsb-
IOT@HT...
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Wrioab mecsrr. AeBobepeskHasg YKpauHa, ropop beaas LlepkoBb. CTaBKa retMana Mase-
nel. B moayTéMHOM ocTpore, B 1jengax, Tomarcsa Bacuauit Kouybeir u noaAKkoBHUK Ban lc-
Kpa. Pyunble 1 HOJKHBIE KQHAAABI OOOMX Y3HUKOB IPUMKHYTEI K KOABIIAM B KAMEHHOU CTe-
He. AOXMOTBS APAaHOM, TOTPETAHHON OAEKABI KOe-KaK ITPUKPHIBAIOT UX UCTeP3aHHbIE TEAA.
McKkpa THIeTHO MBITAeTCsI CMEHUTH II03Y, C BEAUKUM TPYAOM IIOBOPAaYUBaeTCsI HAOOK U TUXO
croHeT. Kouybeil OTKpBIBaeT raasa:

— TS>KKO T20D, TOAKOBHUK? ..

Hckpa neltaeTcs yABIOHYThCA:

— W 1363, 5 4yt0, H3 CAQAKO, IaH CYABS...

— Bepno uyerb... COBECTb M3HI MYYUT — AAS 9OTO g T203 BTPABUB B I1€I0 CBapy?..
TuABKY Ha IIUPY IOTUOEAB...

Hckpa MEPOAIOOUBO yTelllaeT:

— Hb kopu c363, Bacuas!.. o cTpsicrock, To cTpsicaock!.. Temepsb, KpoMa I'ocriopa
Bora, HaM HUKTO HY IIOMOK3...

KouyGeii coraaniaercs

— L3 Tak... — mOCAe MUHYTHI MOAYAHUS: — 3AAETCS M2HD, VIBaH, 1110 3TMHEM MBI HU 3a
IIOHIOX TIOTIOHY!.. HUKOMY M1 HUYOTO H3 AOKa3asB...
— A Magzera 6ya3 B reposIX XOABITE!.. — YKOPHU3HEHHO ITIOAXBaThIBaeT Mckpa.

Ts>KeAo TPEMUT 3aCOB, C TPOXOTOM PacIaXUBaeTCs MAaCCUBHASA KOBaHas ABEPb, Y3HUKU
3aKPBIBAIOT TAA3a OT SPKOr'0 CBeTa, BOPBABIIETrOCS B TEMHBIU Ka3deMaT. A Ha IIOpore BO3HU-
KaeT KopeHacTas purypa rerMaHa. KaHAQABHUKH, CKOpee HyTPOM, IIOYYSIAU 3TO U CKBO3b
CYAOPOJKHO NIPUKMYPEHHEBIE BeKU Oe3YyCIIEIIHO NBEITAIOTCSI PACCMOTPETh CBOETO ITaAaya. ..

Magzena npu IOAHOM IIapape — B AOPOI'OM, PACHIUTOM KaddTaHe, IIAIlKe C COOOABEU
OTOPOYKOM, C YBECUCTOMN OyAaBOU U KOCMATHIM OYHUYYKOM B pyKax. Ho ero meliHoe oOAa-
yeHHe — 3TO He ITyCTOe 0aXBaAbCTBO, @ CBOeOOPAa3HBIN BEI30B KAHAAABHUKAM. AeCKaTh, BOT
BaM, CMOTPHUTEe — BOIIPEKHU BalllMM AOHOCAM $I [TO-IIpe>KHeMY Ha caMoM BepllnHe BAacTu! U
HEBOABHUKU TOYHO IIOHMMAIOT 3TOT CBOEOOPAa3HBIN AeMapIiL...

ManaopoccuiicKul BAaAbIKA KAPTUHHO U HECIIEIITHO BXOAUT B KazeMaT. OcMaTpuBaeTCs.
I'haza ero ¢ OOABIIUM TPYAOM IPUBBLIKAIOT K TAYXOMY IIOAYMPaKy. MI3MOKAEHHBIN, IOBEP-
SKeHHBIN, JKaAKUM BUA apeCTaHTOB, TeM He MeHee, OAarOTBOPHO AEMCTBYET Ha BOIIEAIIIEero.
OH pa’Ke CAeTKa pa3MArdaeTcs:

— [Jo, Bacuab, 60TaTO THI AOOUBCSI CBOMMH HaBeTaMu ¢.. MoyKe, TOAEAUTITBCS 31 MHOM ? ..

Kouy6eli rAyxo 3BeHUT IIelIIMU:

— SIk 6auuIIb...

— Bauy, 6auy... — C yCMeIIKO! KuBaeT Masela, IOAXOAA Oamke. — Xuba ThI HD 3HAaB,
yeM KMHYaeTCs TaKa ITIoraHa BUTpac’..

CyABSI XMYpPO COTAQUIAETCS:

— 3HaB, Aa 110 3 TOTO?..

leTMaH NOAXBATBHIBAET, KAK OBI COKAAes:

— A KOABI 3HaB, 3a4eM y 119 AMAO BBA3aBcA? Haau MHOIO AyMaB MOU3TAAATUCH?.. [Tup
TOTIIOP MOHD NUABECTL?.. Ho BRItimIAO!..
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Kouy0eil MCTUTEABHO ITeAUT:

— ThI y M2H3 AOYKY CMaHMUB...

Maszerna, 3A0papHO yCMeXasiCh:

— Sy 7903 H3 TUABKU AOYKY — JKUHKY MOTY 3a0paTh... — MallleT pyKoi. — THUABKU Ha
110 M3HD BoHa?!..

Cyabsi TAYXO HAllTOMUHAET:

— Bora TeI H3 Ooutibcal..

— TbI AyMaelllb, BUH Ha TBOeM CTOPOHe?.. — KadaeT ronoBoy Maszera.

— BuH Ha cTopoHe npaBApL!..

Il'eTMaH noBOpavuBaeTcd K VIckpe:

— W TBI TaK AyMaelnb?..

[ToAKOBHHMK MOAYa KMBaeT rOAOBOM. Ma3zena IPOU3HOCUT YOEKAEHHO:!

— HuxkTo ycel mpaBABI H3 3Hae... — OH IIMPOKO KPeCTUTCA. — S HU AAG €303, a A BCeH
YKpalHbI BOAU LIIYKAKO...

KouyGeill — ¢ U3AEBKOM:

— AArg YKpalHBI? — KOe-KakK CIAEBBIBaeT, — [laHa TBI el Apyroro nrykaemis... 1 ¢363
TAXK... [AIAM — HD IPOMaxXHUCH!..

— Sl — cTpeasHBIN ropo0bell], M3H3 Ha MIKMHE H3 IPOBEAENIb! ..

— BoHEBI T505 H3 MAKHHOMH, @ CETBIO OIIyTalOTh, & 3 TOOOIO U YCI0 YKPaUHY...

— Mosuu! — Masemna TepsieT TepreHne. — HU4oro Tel H3 po3yMeellb... TBUS KUHKA
TOOOO BAPTUT — ThI Y HEE ITUA YOOOTOM...

— A TBHI TOTIAAETb TUA YOOOT IITBEABCKOTO KOPOAS, abO0 I1le KOTO-TO...

— MoBun, g Ka3aB! — ApocTHO KpUUUT Ma3zela ¥ moBOpaynBaeTcs K cBUTe: — Ha maii-
AaH uX, 3papHuKoB! [IIBBIAUe!..

CyABIO U IOAKOBHUKA, He OCBOOOAMB OT Ilellel, BRIBOAAT U3 ocTpora. Ca>karoT B IPO-
CTYIO TeAeTYy U Be3yT Ha TOPOACKYIO TOPTOBYIO IIAOIIaAL — MakaaH. CaM reTMaH epeT B Ka-
peTe, COIPOBOJKAAEMBIN CEPAIOKAMU BO T'AaBe ¢ HeueaeM...

Ha nao1apu coopansack OOABINIAS M IECTPas TOATIA HAPOAA: TYT U PeeCTPOBBIe Ka3akKy, 1
3aII0POJKIIBI B CAMBIX HEMBICAUMBIX OAESHUSX, IPOCThIE MY>KUKHU U 0a0bl, KOTOPBIX IIpUBEAa
CIOAQ JKaXKAQ IIeKOUyIlero HePBbI 3PEAUIIA. ..

Kazarkag crapiinHa CTOUT TECHOM Ky4KOU, He JKeAas CMeIINBAaThCA C YEPHBIM AFOAOM.
Auna Opamka, Bomtraposckoro, O6up0BcKOro, AoMUKOBCKOro, ['opaenko, IToayOoTKa,
l'opaAreHKO Yepecuyp Cepbe3HBI U 3HAUUTEAbHBl. OHM MOHUMAIOT, YTO IPUCYTCTBYIOT IIPU
HeKoeM ITOKa3HOM COOBITHUU. CpeAU TOATIBI CABIIIHEI TOAOCA:

— 3a 1110 UX Ka3HITh?..

— BOHBI IKY10-TO IIBIAYAY IIUCAABL...

— M mo? Tenepsb ux Ha MINOEHUITy?..

— SIkyro mmbeHuny? A3 Tel €€ 0auuIlb?

— APBIBUCH — BOHA KaT 3 CEKUPOIO... BUH yC€ u 3po0ur...

Ha BBICOKOM MOMOCTE, ¥ BIPABAY, PACXa’)KUBAET AIOJKUM I1aAad C TOIIOPOM B PyKaX, IIPHU-
BA€Kad K cebe Bce B30PBL. OTO €ro rpo3HOe, HEYMOAUMOE TOPKeCTBO. Ka’KABII U3 TOAIIBL
HEBOABHO IIPEACTaBAsIeT ceOs Ha MecTe OYAYIIUX KepPTB U C y’KaCoOM U ITIOA0DOCTpPacTUEM
CAEAUT 3a IIPU3eMUCTOM, KpPeKor (UTYypol ¢ 0e3’KaArOCTHBIM OpyaHeM Harortose. Pa3pa-
IOTCSI KPUKMU!

— BesyTs! BesyTs!..

[MosiBA€HVE CKPUTTYYEe TEeAeTH C U3MYYEeHHBIMU KaHAAABHUKAMM BBI3BIBAET Y BCEX CO-
OpaBIIMXCS, IOYTH 0e3 MCKAIOUEeHUs, IIPUAUB >KaAOCTH M COUYBCTBUS. Aa’ke YOIOPHBIE
CTapIIMHEBL, N30 BCEX CUA U300pa’kaBllifie CBOE IIPEBOCXOACTBO U 0€3MATEKHOCTh, HEBOAD-
HO CKAOHSIOT TOAOBEL. [TOBCIOAY BOIlapseTcss MEPTBasd, KAQAOUIIeHCKAsa TUIIINHA. ..

CyABIO U IOAKOBHHKA IIOA PYKHU CIIYCKAIOT C IIOBO3KU U BEAYT Ha IIOMOCT. TpaypHBIA
3BOH Ilellel YHBIAO U TPEBOJKHO PA3HOCHUTCS B BO3AYXE...

— Tocnmopn Mcycel.. Ta m1o X 113 6yp3¢!.. — pa3paércs B )KyTKOM THIIMHE HEAOYMEH-
HBIW JKEHCKUM BO3TAAC, KaK OYATO ero 00AapaTEeABHUIIA He XO4YeT BEPUTh, UTO Ha €€ raasax
CBEPIIUTCS HEeYTO Tparudeckoe U y’KacHoe. M Bcsa ThICSUHAs TOAIIA AIOAEN OAHOBPEMEHHO
B3AparmBaer...

Ho TyT mopbes>kaeT pOCKOIIHasd KapeTra reTMaHa, U Masena, C IMOMOIIBIO0 FaUuAYKOB,
MeAAEHHO BhIAe3aeT 13 He€. OH cpa3y AOBUT 00lllee HaCTPOeHNe COOPABIINXCS, IPUHUMAs
CYPOBBIH, HEIIOTPETTUMBIH BHA. Celdac OH BAACTUTEAL CyAe0 He TOABKO ABOMX HECUACTHBIX,
HO 1 BCETO YKPAMHCKOI'O HAPOAQ. ..

— [lanoBe AOOPOAUNCTBO U YCU 'POMaAsiHe! — TOAOC CTApOro reTMaHa 3BYYUT XPUIIAO
1 HEIPOMKO, OAHAKO BCe OOPAIaloTCs B CAyX. — PyCcCKul 1japb OTA@B B MOU PYIIU CUX AH-
XX, 0€3COPOMHBIX AIOAEHU... — OH yKa3blBaeT OyAaBOIO Ha ABYX KAHAAABHUKOB, — U Ka3as
— 3po0u 3 HUMH, 1110 XOUelllb, Ha TBUU PO3YM g HaAEIOCh...

XUTPBIM T€TMaH CAEAaA KOPOTKYIO TTay3y, YTOOBI AFOAY BOKPYT IMOHSIAW: BUHY IIPECTYTI-
HUKOB OIIPEAEAUA CaM 11aph, @ e€ Mepa M COCTaB — Ha COBECTU MAaAOPOCCUNCKOTO BAAABIKU.
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— Bonbel 060ATanbl M3H3! — roaoc Masens! KpentHeT. — M AyMansl, 1110 Iaphb 3 TeTMaHa
TOAOBY 3HUMeET ane B3AEPHET eTo, KAITOro, Ha mubenure! Ha Butiinol..

Hapop nnoHeMHoOry 3areBeanAcss. CAOBa O HAaTAOM KAaeBeTe IIPOBUHUBIINXCS IIOCESIAU B
yMax ¥ AyIlIaxX Ka3aKOB IIPaBeAHOe UYBCTBO HETOAOBaHMSA. CAMIIIKOM MHOTHE U3 HUX 3HAAH,
YTO TaKOe Yel-TO IIOAABIN IIOKAEN. Ma3emna OTMEeTHA 3TO:

— Xwuba MBI 3 BaMU H3 po3yMeeM, 110 113 Take? K u3 A0OpOro 4oA0OBHKa MOJKHO 3pPO-
OUTH BOPOTQ, MAAAIOKY Ta XPUCTOIIPOAABIia?! 1 mOoTHUM PO KAGICTB ero!..

— BopHo ryrapuiib! — IOCABIIIAANCH HEIPOMKHE F'OAOCA. — YCe MOJKHO!..
Ma3zerna NpruoOCaHUACS:

— Taxk 110 M3H3 3 UM POoOUTE? [ToKaAKyBaTh UX, MOXKI?..

— l'onOBY 3 UX CHATH! — 3a3BydYaAu rpOMKHe roroca. — CMepThb um!..

W, 9TOOBI He AQTh OCTBEITh YMEAO Pa3AyTOMY I'HEBY, TeTMaH MaXHYA PYKOM:

— Kunuatite ux!..

CyABIO U IIOAKOBHUKA IIOATAAKHMBAIOT K IIAaxe. [Tarau cpeiBaeT ¢ KouyOes octaTku Kad-
TaHa U AOBKO OIIPOKUABIBAET €T0 Ha AepeBIHHBIN Opyc. Cyabs epBa yCIleBaeT IlepeKpe-
CTUTBCS. B pyKe KaTa cBepKaeT TOIOop...

Toamna axaer. Bce coOpaBumecs, ¢ HeTepIIeHUEM U y>KaCOM JKAABIINWE 3TOU POKOBOU
MMHYTEL, Pa30M I[elleHeIOT OT CAYUYUBIIETrOCsI — CAUIIKOM CKOPO, IIOCTBIAHO U HeOOpaTuMO
IIpepBaAach 9y>Kas >KU3Hb. JKeHITUHBI HaUMHAIOT 0e3yAEPKHO AUTH CAE3HL...

K nmraxe mopBOAAT MOAKOBHUKA. VicKpa OBICTPO KpecTUuTcs. Mazerna OTBOAUT B3TAIA, U
B rA@3ax ero MeAbKaeT eCAU He COUYBCTBUE, TO KaKas-TO TPeBOJKHAs, 0€CIIOKOMHAS MBICAD.
OH onyckaeT OyAaBy...
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Asryct mecan. Beaopyccusa. Pycckoe BOMCKO paCIIOAOKUAOCH IO Oepery HeOOABIIONU
peku MnyTs, BOAU3U MecTeuka AoOpoe. Ha mpuropke, ocepraB KOHS, TAABEHCTBYET CaM
naps [TéTp ¢ mop30pHOIO TPyOOU B pyKax. A 4yTh II0OOAAAB, TOJKe BepXaMy, HaxopaTcs Lle-
peMeTreB, MeHIIMKOB U KHA3b ['oamnbiH. Llapb 30pKO BrasizbIBaeTcs BAaAb. MEHIINKOB
TO>Ke IIOAHOCHUT K T'Aa3y TpyOy:

— TToxoxxe, MuH xepr, uTo Kapa Bcé-Taku UAET Ha MOCKBY...

— A He BOAUT AW OH HAC 3a HOC?.. — HeAOBepuuBoO 3aMeuaeT LllepemeTes.

— B ero noao>xeHuu, — pe3roMupyeT ['OAMIBIH, — 3TO BEABMU PUCKOBAHHO... XOpO-
IIINX AOPOT B TOM HallpaBA€HMUU HeT. 11 TPOAOBOABCTBUS TOXKE...

I'enepansl KAYT oTBeTa rocypaps. Ho ITéTp HeoxxupanHo oOpataercd K LllepemeTtesy:

— Ilorasipu-Ka, bopuc IleTpoBud, Ha NIBEACKUE IIOPIAKH... — OH IIePeAa€T TPyOy heab-
AMapIIaAy. TOT CMOTPHUT AOATO ¥ BHUMATEABHO!

— Bumxy, I'léTp Arekcend, 4TO IIpaBoOe KPBIAO 3€A0 IIPUIIO3AHUAOCS... TaM OpAHA 1mexo-
Ta...

Llapb He ycreBaeT OIIeHUTH €TI0 CAOBA, KaK MeHIINKOB TyT JKe TOAXBATHIBAET:

— A e’KeAu II0 Hell aAAIOpOM yAAPUTH? .. KOHHUITY pa3oM IyCTHUTb...

Ho I'léTp y>Xe IpUHSAA pelleHne:

— Bepu, Muxaiino Muxaaerd, Opurapy AparyH, — oOpalllaeTcs OH K ['OAnUIBIHY, — a B
nomoIik cebe reHepanra Oarorka — u B 601 !.. Bo3bMETE IIBEAOB B KOABIIO...

— A MBI, MUH XepIi? HaM-TO Kak ObITh?.. — C HapeXAOM BompoIliiaeT MeHIuKoB. Llapb
PELIUTEABHO OTPYyOaeT:

— Br1 ocTaHeTech B pe3epsel..

F'oAnBIH OBICTPO OTBE3KaeT. AParyHbl CEANAIOT AOILIAAEH. ..

Aareko BIepeAr apMu4 HIBEAOB IIEPEXOAUT BOPOA HEOOABITYIO peuyliKy Hamy. Paaom
C KOpoAéM HeT BepHoro Kanudepa (0H B34T B IIA€H), B er0 CBUTe reHepanabl LlIaunnenotax,
Meiipeas, llnappe u MroaeHAOP® (M3MeHHUK). [IInappe yTouHseT:

— Kaxk poaro, Banre BeandecTBO, MBI AOASKHBL COBEPIIATE 3TOT AOJKHBIM MaHEBP ¢

— Bo 4TO OBI TO HU CTAAO, — yBEpPEHHO OTBedaeT Kapa, — HaM Hy>KHO BBIMAGHUTB PYC-
CKMX Ha ONepaTUBHBINM IPOCTOP... [To MOUM cBepeHUSAM, apMuUeld KOMaHAYyeT caM Ilapb
[Mérp... HaM 3TO IpOCTO HA PYKY...

MioaeHAOP(D TOAAEPIKUBAET €T0:

— EcAu oHU epeMAyT 3@ HAaMU PeKy — MBI pa300bEM UX HaBepHIKA!..

— Hy, BoT BupuTe! — 3aHOCYMBO OpocaeT KOPOAb. — TepneHme, TOCIIOAA TeHEePaABI!
Tepnenue... — U IOCAE KPATKOU Nay3bl: — [1yCTb OHU AyMArOT, YTO MBI MILLEM APYTOH IIyTh
Ha MockBy!.. — OH HIUPOKO yABEIOaeTcsa. — Bceraa IpUATHO CO3HABATH, YTO IIPOTUBHUK I'AY-

nee TeOs, He TaK AM?..

Caura ToXe yAbplOaeTcs, HO MelaeAb HallOMUHAET:

— Pycckue B3gau B maeH reHepana Kanudepa...

— M uTo?! — BCKUABIBAETCS KOPOAL. — BbI MOAO3pEBaeTe, YTO OH MM BHIAAA HAIITU TTAQ-
HBI?.. — CMOTPHUT Ha IpepaTerss MioaeHAOpPda. TOT OTBOAUT B3TASIA. MeMaeAb OCTOPOSKHO



158 BAAAUMHP BACUAMHEHKO. MBMEHHHWK PYCCKOI'O LIAPA

npuOaBASeT:

— Her, paszymeercsa. Ho 0CMOTPUTEABHOCTB BCE-TAKU HE IIOMEIIIAET. ..

Kapa HepAOBOABHO OypUUT, IPHUIITIOPHUBAsT KOHS!

— Coraaces...

CauTa ycTpeMAdeTcs 3a HUM. VM mBepCKoe BOMCKO — aBaHTrapA U A€BOE KPBIAO — 3Ha-
YUTEABHO OIlepeykaeT I1eX0Ty, KOTopas HauaAa IePeXOAUTh BOpoA peuyliKy Hary. A KocTsak
PYCCKOU apMmH, BO rAaBe ¢ [TéTpoM, MOAUa CAEAUT 3a eé ABM KeHueM. Ho pAparyHsl, BO TAaBe
¢ T'oOAMIIBIHBIM, HA PBHICSAX CIEUIAT B OOXOA. ..

U He ycneBaroT NPOCAABAEHHBIE CHHEMYHAUPHBIE BOSIKU OKa3aThCs Ha TBEPAOU 3eMAe,
HacIlexX OT>KaTh IIPOMOKIIIYIO OA€KAY U BBIAUTE BOAY M3 CAIOT, KaK Ha HUX OOPYIINBAETCI
CTpeMUTeAbHAsI pyccKasi KaBaAepHs. AparyHbl IyCKAIOT B XOA, TSJKEABIE [TaAalllH. ..

[NéTp 1 ero NOMOUIHUKY HAaOAIOAQIOT C BLICOKOTO IIPUTOPKaA 3@ IIPOUCXOASIIITUM.

— T'oAMIIBIH A€TICTBYET IpUMepHO, a Tae reHepar DAIoK?.. — oAOOPUTEABHO 3aMedaeT
Menmukos. [llepeMeTeB MOAAAKUBAET:

— A OAIOK, OAHAKO, He IIocreeT... TaM KpyroM opAHU GOAOTA...

IAgas Ha 11apst, MeHITUKOB TipeAaraeT: — Mos>XeT, MHe, MUH XepIl, TOACOOUTHL [OAUTIHI-
Hy?..

— He ropsuncs, A@aHUABIY, — CIIOKOMHO oTBeuaeT [1érp. — Celiuac Kapa oOHapy>kKuUT
CBOIO IPOMAIIIKY U IIOBEPHET Ha3aA...

— A Kak JKe Halmn ?.. — TPeBOKUTCSI MeHIUKOB. Ho BMecTo 11apsi roBOPUT (perbaMap-
I1aA:

— T'oannpiH, 9aii, cyMeeT Bpa3 OTOUTH... HeBeArKa XUTPOCTE...

ITéTp MoAua KuBaeT roAOBOU. 1 Kak OBl B IIOATBEPIKAEHBE BCErO 3TOTO, K IIBEACKOMY
KOPOAIO CTPEMUTEABHO CKaueT BeCTOBOM:

— Bame BeanuecTBO, pyccKue HallaAM Ha Hall apberapa!.. Hactu reHepanra Kpysa u
Poysa pa3ouTtst!..

— Kaxk pa36uTtsi?! He mo>keT OBITB!..

— Hx nmopy0Ounaa pycckas KaBarepusd. OAHUM CTPEMUTEABHBIM HAAETOM...

— Coaparbl! OTOMCTHM Bpary 3a Hallux IaBlIux repoes! f cam moBepy Bac! 3a MHOI!..

Kapa peIBKOM moBOpauyuBaeT KOHS, U CBUTA — BMecTe ¢ HUM. OAHAKO pa3BepHYTH I10-
MOOHBIM >Ke 00pa3oM HEeCKOABKO AMBU3MM TaK OBICTPO He ypaéTcd. U Bcaep 3a 6e3paccya-
HBIM MOHAPXOM YCTPEMASIIOTCSI OAHU I'eHePanbl M HECKOABKO AECSITKOB TeAOXPaHUTeAeH. A
KOT'AQ OHM OKa3BbIBAIOTCS Y MeCTa HepaBHeM CXBATKU, TO Ha KPYTOM Oepery peKU AeKaT COT-
HU TeA OpaBbIX IIEXOTHHIEB, 00e3TAaBAEHHBIX U PACCEYEHHBIX, U HU €AUHOT'0 PYCCKOTO...

Kopoabs norpsacén:

— OTo OBIAM MOU Ayullle IBapAeMIibl!.. BancTareabHas HIBepCKas IexoTa... Kakown
yxacl..

l'enepanbl TOA@BAEHHO MOAYAT. K HUM MOCTEIIEHHO CTEKaeTCss OCHOBHAS Macca BOUCK.
lenepan lIaunnen0ax OCTOPOKHO IPeAAATaeT:

— Barmre BeandecTBO, MBI MOJKeM HadaThk KOHTpaTaky. Bce B cOope...

Kapa O6pocaer B3TAsIA BAAAB U BUAUT HA NIPOTUBOIIOAOKHOM Oepery CTporue LIepeHrn
pycckux. OHU CTOST TPO3HO, MOHOAUTHO U HECOKPYIIMMO, B IIOAHON O0€BOM TOTOBHOCTH.
KonHuna, nexora u apTuarepus. B pykax y mylmkapem AbIMATCS (UTUAU...

— BbI BUAUTE 3TO?.. — C eABa YAOBUMOM HPOHUEN clipaninBaeT reHepana Lllnappe.

W BAPYT KOPOAB HAUWHAET PBATh BOAOCHI U OUTH Ce04 110 IfeKaM:

— Ax, kakon g océal.. Tynuna!.. Hepoymok!.. O, l'ociopn, Aa¥i MHe CUABI IEPESKUTH BCE
aTol..

28

AsrycT Meca1. KpeiM. ['opopok Baxuucapati. K yloTHOMY XaHCKOMY ABOPILY, YTOHYBIIIe-
MY B 3HOMHOM MapeBe I0JKHOI'O AeTQ, B COIIPOBOJKAEHUM TATAPCKUX BCAAHUKOB IOABE37KAET
reTMaHCKUU IocaaHel] beieBckuil. OH CIEIINBAETCs C KOHS, CTPa’ka CHUMAET C Hero cabAlo,
3abupaeT TUCTOAL U BEAET eTO BO ABOpeTl...

B raaBHOM 3ane ABOpIIa KPBIMCKHMU XaH KamaaH-T'mpel npuHUMaeT TypeljKoro BU3UpPS
Yopayay Aau-namry. O0a BEeABMOJKH CUAAT Ha HEOOABIIIOM BO3BBILIEHUM, IOKPBITOM PO-
CKOIITHBIM KOBPOM. ITepea HUMU CTOUT HU3KUM CTOAUK, HA KOTOPOM KPACyIOTCS CAAQAOCTHU U
GpyKTH. OHU TOKYPUBAIOT KaAbSHBI, YCAAKAQSA CAYX M TAA3 MEeAOAVEeN 3yPHBI U TaMOypUHa
M 3aTEeMANBBIM TaHI[EM I'MOKNX OAAANCOK...

K xaHy 0CTOpPO>KHO ITIOAOMPAETCs TA@BHEBIM €BHYX U IleT4eT YTO-TO eMy Ha yXO. Busupsb
30PKO CKalIMBaeT r'aa3a. XaH cpa3y cooOIIaeT:

— I'TpubbiA rOoHEL OT MAAOPOCCUUCKOI'0O TeTMaHa Ma3ellsl. ..

Bu3upb MOKPOBUTEABCTBEHHO KMBaeT roAoBoM. KanaaH-I'mpelt xaomaeT B Aapomiu. [1o
MaHOBEHUIO XaHCKOU PYKU MY3BIKa TYT K€ YMOAKAET, TAHIIOBIIUIIEL, KaK OOMKUMI PYUYEEK,
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IIPUXOTAMBO BBITEKAIOT M3 3aAd. BBoAAT BeleBckoro. OH HU3KO KAAHAETCS X039€eBaM, U XaH
Cpa3sy y3HaET ero:

— CanaM areliKyM, HeBepHBIN! Te0Os, KaXkeTcs, 30ByT beleBCcKUM? ..

ITochaHer oTBedYaeT NO-TypPeIKH:

— TrI, Kak BCceTAQ, IpaB, MOU moBeAuTeAb! S — BrieBCcKui...

Bu3ups ATOOONBITCTBYET:

— OH Agx?..

XaH KuBaeT:

— Aax. Ho cay>kut retmany Masere...

BBIeBCKMY BHUMATEABHO CMOTPHUT Ha rOCTS, IIOHUMas, YTO 3TO — OYeHb Ba’KHas IIepco-
Ha.

— C 4eM THI IPUOBIA, CHIH IIaKaAa?.. — C AETKOM YABIOKOU BomlpotaeT KanaaH-T'upert.

— S npuBE3 Tebe, MOU TOCTIOAUH, TIOCA@HUME OT CaMOT'0 reTMaHa, — BBIeBCKUM AOCTaET
13 Iallaxy CBEPHYTHIM AUCT OyMaru.

— Hy, Tak 3auuTtaii ero! — ragad Ha BU3UPS, pacnopsikaeTcd XaH. [TocaaHel pa3Bopa-
YMBaET TUCHMO:

— OHO HANIMCAaHO IO-IOABCKHA. ..

— Tak nepeBepu! — HacTanBaeT AAM-TIalia. brieBCKUM IPOKAIIAWBAETC:

— I'eTMaH HU3KO KAQHSAETCSA TBOEM... — OH CAerKa 3allMHAeTCs, — XaHCKOU MUAOCTH U
AOBEPUTEABHO IIPOCUT U3BECTUTH TeOSI O TOM, 4TO IIBEACKUI KOPOAbL KapA co BceM cBOUM
BOMCKOM ABIJKETCSI Ha YKpauHy... CaM reTMaH HaMepeH OKa3aTh KOPOAIO IIOMOIIb U HU-
>Kaullle MpOCUT TeOd O TOM JKe...

— O uém?..

— 51 AoyMaro, TOUTeHHEeMIIINM, OH UMeeT B BUAY TBOIO KOHHHUILY.

Kaxk OBl HeB3Hauall BU3UPH CIIPAIIUBAET:

— Maserna HaMepeH U3MeHUTh CBoeMy Ilapio? Vau y>ke nuaMmeHuA?.. [loBepalt HaM...

ITocaanerr MHETCSI. AAM-TIAIIIA CIIOKOMHO COOOIIAeT:

— C pycckuM 1apém AnrekceeM U ero cblHOM [leTpom Typliimsa BOrOeT TPUAILIATE A€T...
BeAaukulU CyATaH, — OH CKAQABIBAET NAAOHU, — Ad IPOAAUT AAAAX €TO AHU, He HaMepeH
OTAQBaTh HEBEPHBIM HU IISIAU 3€MAU, Hap KOTOPoU peeT 3eaéHoe 3Ham4a [Ipopokal.. — oba
IIPaBOBEPHBIX COBEPIIAIOT IPUBBIYHBIN PUTYAABHBIN JKeCT. — ECAM KOPOAB IIIBEAOB HaMe-
PeH OKOHYATEeAbHO Pa3rpPOMUTh PYCCKUX, — BU3UPH IPUCTAABHO CMOTPUT Ha BeleBckoro,
— a retrMaH Ma3zena cobupaeTcs eMy B 3TOM IIOMOYb, TO, C OAQroCAOBeHUs AAraxa, Halll
BepHBIN opAaHHBIM KannaH-I'mpell, — OH KUBaeT B CTOPOHY XaHa, — CMOJKeT IIPUHATh B
3TOM y4aCTHe... — XaH OXOTHO CKAOHSET I'OAOBY. BEIEBCKUU YAOBAETBOPEHHO yABIOAETCH,
HO AAM-TIallla HEOKMAQHHO 3aKAIO4YaeT: — A KaKOB MHTepecC y caMoro rerMaHa?.. OH co-
OupaeTcs NepenTH B YCAY KEHHeE K IIIBEACKOMY KOPOAIO?.. — IMOCAaHelI] TepseTcs. Bupumo,
IIOAOOHBIM IIOBOPOT COOBITHU OHU ¢ Masenou He oOcy>kparu. — A MoyKeT, Ma3sena xoueT
BEPHYTHCS K IIOABCKOMY BAQABIKE?..

TyT BeleBCKHUM pellaeTcs ATaTh HAIPONAAYIo:

— T'eTmaH He UCKAIOYAET TOTrO, YTO YKPAnHa IEePEUAET IOA PYKY BEAUKOI'O CYATaHA...

B 3ane HacTymaeT ryAKas TUIINHA.

— OHTrOTOB CMEHUTH Bepy?.. — yTOUHSET AAU-TIAIIa. XaH yCMeXaeTCs:

— EMy 3TO He BIepBOMN...

— Maszena — IpaBOCAABHBIN, — ynpsAMo OypuuT beleBckuii. — OH UM OBIA ¥ OCTAACH...

Busupb npucTarAbHO CMOTPUT Ha HETO:

— A TBI? ThI BeAB IIOASIK. ..

— 5 — KaToAHK...

AAm-miaiiia KayaeT TOAOBOU:

— Bac, AKUBBEIX HEBePHBIX, He pa3oepénib!.. KoMy BuI cay>xute?.. Kakomy Bory moaun-
Techb?.. BepHo raacut KopaH: « MBI OTKPBEIAU UM BePY, @& OHU XOTSAT OCTAThCS AJKellaMu!» —
OH yCTpeMASIeT B30p K HeOy 1 Oepe>KHO OTAaKMBAeT AAAOHIMU 00poay. To Ke AeraeT U XaH.
BBIeBCKMU YIIOPHO CMOTPUT B IIOA. BU3UPE, IOMOAYAB, IPOU3HOCUT: — Toraa CAyllai, CbIH
cobaku!.. [Tepepatt cBoeMy reTMaHy, uTo TypIlius COrAaCHA BBHICTYIIUTh HA CTOPOHE IIIBEAOB
U CAEAAeT 3TO B TOM CAydYae, eCAM Ma3zella OTKPBITO NOMAET MPOTUB PYCCKOTO 11ap4... 160,
Kak roBopUT Aarax: « KTO MOCTYIUT BEPOAOMHO, TOT BEPOAOMHO IIOCTYIIUT IIPOTUB CaMOTO
ce0s, a KTO BePHO UCIIOAHUT TO, B UEM KAFIACH NTepep BeeBrImHuM, TOMy OH AOCTaBUT BEAU-
KYyIO Harpapy». ThI TOHSA 3TO?..

[Tochranen KMBaeT rOAOBOM B 3HAK COraacusi. XaH OpocaeT HeOpesKHO:

— Torpa crynaii. Yaauu Tebe...

BrleBCcKMU KAQAEST MUCHEMO Ma3senbl Ha CTOAUK. KhaHSAETCS U YXOAUT.

29

Hauano centabpsa. AeBoOepexxHasa YKpauHa. [Tomectbe Masensl B Barypune. Cam ret-
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MaH AeKUT B OIIOYMBAABHE, C KOMIIPDECCOM Ha TOAOBE, BECh OOAOJKEHHBIN NMAACTBIPSIMU 1
THXO CTOHET. BO3Ae Hero CMAUT Ha CTyA€e LAPCKUU IOCAQHEL, IOAKOBHUK AHHEHKOB. Ma3se-
I1a, IPEeBO3MOTasl HEAYT, €ABa CABIIITHO IPOM3HOCHUT:

— W nepepait Ero BeanndecTBy, 4TO I — IIOKOPHBIN CAYTA €r0 BOAHU, HO OCTaBUTh HEIHYE
YKpauHy He MOTY HUKaK... — OH IIBITAaeTCsl YABIOHYThCS. — Aa’ke He MOT'y OCTaBUTh 3Ty IIO-
CTeAb, OyAb OHA HEAAAHA...

[TOAKOBHHK COYYBCTBEHHO COTAQIIAETCS:

— Sl mepepaM rocypaplo, 4To Thl U3PSIAHO OOAEH...

Magsemna 4yTb MalleT pyKoOM:

— He B 60oae3HU CyTh... EcAM OBI 1 MOT €XaTh BepXOM BO TAaBe Ka3allKoM KOHHUIIEL, TO
BCE PABHO OBbI He IIOKMHYA YKPAuHHL.. [mOA0€e 3TO Aeno...

[ToAKOBHHMK HeAOYMeBaeT:

— Kak Tak?.. Bepb caM rocypaps TpeOyert!..

leTMmaH, cCOOpABUIUCH C CUAAMU, [TOSICHSIET:

— 51 AOBOABHO T'OBOPHA M IHCAA F'OCYAAPIO, YTO 3AEIIHUN HEIIOCTOSHHBIN U IlepeMeH-
YUBBIM HAPOA BCETAA TOTOB K BO3MYIIEHUIO... CTOUT OCTaBUTE €ro 0e3 AOTASIAA U IPU30Pa,
YU — IIWIIN IPOIMar0 — Pa3oM BCIBIXHET OYHT!..

AHHEHKOB IIOAXBATBIBAET:

— Kak Ha Aony?!..

— Kyaa tam! Xy>ke He OblBaeT... EcTb y Hac Takoe pa3OolHOe THEe3A0 — 3allOPOJKCKas
Ceub... [Ipube>xullle BOPOB U HETOASEB... Sl AQBHO U3BeIlaA rocypaps, 4YTO HapOOHO €ro,
HaAKOHeI, pa30puTh... OTTyAa UAYT BCE 3AOBPEAHEBIE U 3A0KO3HEHHEBIE OPEAHU U KPAMOAA. ..
Tam BeCh ICTOYHUK CMYTHL...

AHHEHKOB COTAQIIaeTCs:

— Oro Tak... Ho y rocypaps moka pykKu He AOXOAAT... Co IIBeAAMM BOMHA BOH KOTOPBIN
rop TaHeTcs... He oo Ceun HaM...

leT™maHn, npsya raas3a, yBepserT:

— BoT moToMy, MOKa £ elllé JKUB — U3 IIOCAECAHUX CUA OYAY A€PKaTh YKPAUHY IIOA HaA-

30poM... Kak nmokasgacs B ToM elé naputie Copbe AreKCeeBHe... — T'eTMaH KPeCTUTCS CAa-
OOU PYKOM U CMe’KUBAeT BeKU. AHHEHKOB C TPEBOI'OM CMOTPHUT Ha 3aMeplIero MaAopoC-
CHICKOIO BAGABIKY. Ma3zemna, He OTKPBIBAS I'Aa3, TOBOPUT TUXO: — S BCé ornucan Iletpy

AnexceeBuuy... Mo nucaps OpAuk nepepact Tebe nocaanue... C borom!..

[TOAKOBHUK BCTaET:

— JKenaro Tebe BbI3pOpOBAEHUS, VBaH Crenanosuu! [TycTs ['ocmopk YKPENUT TBOE
TeAO M AyILy... Be3d TeOs MBI HUKAK He OOOMAEMCHA.

— ASAKYyIO, IaH IOAKOBHUK... — €ABa CABIIITHO OAaaropaput Maszena.

AHHEHKOB BBIXOAUT. Mazena OTKPBIBaeT I'Aa3a U JKapAHO TPUCAYIIMBAETCS K HeTPOMKUM
roAOCaM B cOCepHel KOMHaTe. [ToToM ITyM CTUXaeT, U reTMaH OCeHseT ce0s1 KpeCTHBIM 3Ha-
MeHmeM. lllenueT MOAUTBY. BHOBb CABIIIHEI UbK-TO IIard. Masella IPUTBOPSIETCS CIAIIUM.
B crmaabHO 3arasgabiBaeT OPAUK:

— ITan rerman! Yu BeI couTe?..

Mazeria OTKphIBaeT raas3a u oTopachiBaeT co ADa MOAOTEHIIE:

— Mockaab yopascg?..

— Ora... TUABKH IBIAB CTOAOOM!.. — yCcMeXaeTcs T1ucaphb.

leTMaH TYT J)Ke CaAUTCS Ha KPOBATH:

— 4K BOHBI ycu M3H3 3My4HABI!.. Kyasl oT HUX cxoBaTUCh? I1lo THI cKaskeIb, [Tuanm?
ITorana Mus AOAS...

OpAUK TTOKUMaET IIAeYaMu:

— Xwuba TeI ¢303 H3 F'OAOBQ, ITaH reTMaH?.. Ycg YKpalHa T303 CAyXae, IK CaMOT'O BAABI-
KOT'O BAQABIKY...

— A mo ToAKy? — Ma3zena 6e3HapEKHO MallleT pyKon. — Karnanckuit naps [leTpo sk
IIpUKa’ke, Tak BOHO U OYA3... — 3@ OKHOM CABITIINTCS mIyM. OH IpUKa3bIBaeT MUcapo: — A
HYy, 100aub, 10 TaM?..

TOT BEIXOAUT, @ TeTMaH OTAEIAseT BCe IIAACTBIPH U IlepeMelllaeTcs B TOpHUIly. [loasas-
eTcsd OpAUK ¢ mocaaHtem beieBckuM. OH KAaaHsgeTcsa Ma3zere:

— Dobgiden, pan getman!

(Bech pa3roBop UAET MO-TTOABCKH).

Mas3sera CITOKOMHO OTBeYaer:

— 3apaBcTByH, Taa3b... Kakue BecTr IpuBE3?..

B roaoce mmocaaHIla He CABIIITHO PAAOCTH:

— Aa Kak Tebe ckazaTh?.. TaTapbl HUUEro HaBepHsIKa He 00EIaAu. ..

leTMaH TpeBOKUTCH:

— Oro nouemy?.. Tel cka3an uM, 4To Kapa ABUJKeTCS Ha YKpPauHy?..

— Ckasaa... — kuBaet beleBckuii. — M cKasana, 4TO THI XOUelllb €My [IOMOUYb...

— A oun?.. YTo OHHU OTBETUAU? ..
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IMTocaanen mokUMaeT TACYaMU:

— OHU COpPOCUAM, He COOMPAENTLCS AW THI IEPEUTH TTOA BAACTH IITBEAOB?.. — Maszena
HEeAOBOABHO KauaeT FOAOBOM. BrleBCcKUM TpopoAKaeT: — S oTBeTuA, uTo HeT... He cobupa-
eIlIbCs. ..

— A dTO TaTaphnI?..

[TochaHel OTBOAUT B3TASIA;

— Torpa XaH U TypelKui BU3UPh YTOUHUAM — MOJKET, Thl XO4elllb IIePEeNUTH K ITOATKAM ¢
OHHU HacTauBaAUd Ha 3TOM...

— Tam ObIA U TypenKuil BU3upb?!.. — 00eCIOKOEHO BOCKAUIIAET XO35IUH.

— Buin. OH 1 3apaA BOTIPOC O TOASIKAaX, ITaH TeTMaH...

X0351H CTapaTeAbHO OOAYMBIBAET YCABIIIAHHOE. BEIeBCKUU TEPIIEAUBO JKAET. Ma3zena
pPa3pocap0BaHO BOPUMT:

— AQAUCH UM 3THU IIBEABI M IOASKH!.. — CMOTPHUT B YIIOP Ha IIOCAAHIA. — A 9TO OBIAO
nmoroM?.. OHM coOMparoTCca MopAep KuBaTh Kapaa?.. Aa nau HET?..

BBleBCKM YKAOHYMBO OTBEYaeT:

— Busups ckaszana, 4TO CyATaH IOAAEPIKUT TeOd, ITaH reTMaH, TOABKO B OAHOM CAYyYae...

— B kakom? He Tanaul!..

— Ecau TBI, — OCTOPO’KHHUYAET IIOCAQHEI, — B OTKPBITYIO BBEICTYIIUIIL IIPDOTUB Ilaps
ITeTpa...

leTMaH HEBHATHO PyTaeTCsl ¥ HaUMHaeT HEPBHO METAThCs 110 TOPHUILE, KPEIIKO CoKUMast
KyAaKHU.

30

Hauano cenTa0ps Mecsana. beaopyccus, pepeBHA AoOpoe. B HenmpuMeTHON, HeOOABIION
XaTe 3acepaeT BOEHHBIU COBeT BO raase ¢ [lerpom. Llaps cipammuBaer y reHepasa ['oaniibr-
Ha:

— CKOABKO HIBEAOB THI MOAOKUA, MUXarA0 MuXaAbld, B IIOCAEAHEH! CXBaTKe?..

— T'loaarato, 4TO He MeHbIIIe TPEX THICAY, TOCYAaph, — OTBedaeT ['oaunbrH. [1éTp obpa-
IIJaeTcs T0-HeMellKM K CUAAIIEeMY TyT Ke IAeHHOMY reHepany Kauudepy:

— CKOABKO OBIAO COAAQT B BallleM apberapje, TeHepaA’?..

Kanudep cnokoitHo cooduaer:

— Oxono nsaTH ThICcSY, Bate BeanuecTso...

— Kapa no-npe>xHeMy HaMepeH UATH Ha MOCKBY?..

— HacKOABKO MHe M3BECTHO — AQ, — OTBedYaeT, He KOAeOASICh, IA€HHBIN I'eHepan. —
ApyTuX INAQHOB y HacC He OBIAO...

MeHIIMKOB 3allaAbYMBO BO3pakaerT:

— Ou Bpért, MuH xep1i!.. [To HamuM cBepeHusIM, Kapa nepenién peky CoX U ABUHYACS
Ha YKpauHy...

Kaundep, He moHNMAas A3BIKa, BCTPEBOKEHO CMOTPUT Ha TOBOPSIIIETO PYCCKOTO TeHe-
pana. [1éTp BHOBE 0Opalaercsa K HeMy:

— He ynmoMuHaA AM Balll KOPOAb UMEHU MAaAOPOCCUUCKOro reTMaHa Ma3senbl?..

[TheHHBIN OTPUIIATEABHO KadaeT TOAOBOMU:

— 41 3HAIO, 4TO €CTh TAKOM BOEHAYAABHUK — BAlll BEPHBIM CAYTa, HO KOPOAB O HEM He
TOBOPHUA...

— He Beprio g emy, [TéTp Arekcend, — ITOAO3PUTEABHO 3aMedaeT MeHIUKOB. — U ret-
MaHYy He Bepiol..

— Hy, 6yaeT Tebe, AaHuanra!.. — ype3oHusaert ero lllepemereB. — Koanu Kapa moméa
Ha YKpauHy — Ccendac BCE OHO U IPOSACHUTCA!..

lenepan PenH nopaep>kuBaeT eabpAMapIIana:

— Bopuc [lerpoBud nipas... ECAM reTMaH HAUHET BOEHHBIE ACUCTBUS — BCE IIOAO3PEHUS
C HETO CHUMYTCHL...

F'ocyaaph pacnopsiskaeTcs:

— AaBaiiTe 0 TAQBHOM, I'OCIIOAQ... ' eHepaa AeBeHrayIT C IPOAOBOABCTBUEM U C ABAAlla-
TBIO TEICSYaMU BOMCKA UAET Ha COepAnHeHUe ¢ KOpoaéM! HukouMm oO6pa3oM MBI He AOAKHBI
AOLIYCTUTB 3TOrO... [Tocemy nmoaararo, — cmorput Ha lllepemereBa, — Tebe, bopuc ITerpo-
BUY, HAANEKUT UATHU BCAeA 3@ KapaoM, a MBL... — OH oOpalnaeTcs K MeHIINKOBY, 'OAUIBIHY
1 PeHHY, — BBICTYIIIM CyIIDOTHUB /\€BEHTayITa...

I'enepanbl 0OAYMEBIBAIOT PACHOPSyKEeHUeE 11aps. B 130y BXOAUT AeKYPHBIN OhULED:

— locypaps, TPUOBIA TOAKOBHUK AHHEHKOB...

— Bepu ero!l.. — B AOM BXOAUT MOCBHIABHBIN IOAKOBHUK. KhaHSAETCS IPUCYTCTBYIOUIUM,
a 1apio ocobo. [1éTp npucrpacTHO crpammuBaeT ero: — Hy, AoKraabIBal, TOAKOBHUK!.. UTo
CKa3ah TeOe MaAOPOCCUMCKUY BAaAbIKa? ThHI Iepepar eMy MOU TPUKa3?..

— TIlepepan, rocypapb... — AHHEHKOB IIOSCHSET C HOTKaMu coykareHusA. — Ho Maszena
CepbE3HO OOAEH...
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— OnsTh Moparpa ¥ peBMaTU3M?¢.. — UPOHUYHO IMOACKAa3biBaeT MeHIITUKOB. — DTO MBI
y>Ke cablxaau!..

— Ha celi pa3 Bcé Kypa Xy’Ke — IeTMaH He B CUAAX MMOAHATBCA € TOCTeAn!.. 5, rpelTHbIM
AEAOM, TIOAYMaA, 9YTO BUJKY €ro B IOCAEAHUM pPa3... — KpecTuTcd. — Kpaiire B rpo0 KaaAyT!..

[TéTp o6ecKypa>keHO BOIIPOIIAET:

— Tax Tel TOBOPUA ¢ HUM ¢ [[OBOpPUA aAb HeT?!..

— l'oBOpuA, — MOKOPHO OTBeYaeT IOAKOBHUK. — UM reTman ckaszaa, 4To, AaKe OyAydHU
3AOPOBBIM, OH He CTaA Obl, Aa’Ke Ha AeHb, IOKUAATE YKPaUHY...

— A pemrua AOKAATHCS Kapaa Ha CBOM ITOMUHKH!.. — 030pHO ITOAXBAThIBaeT MeHIN-
KOB. 'eHepanbl ycmexaroTcs. [Ihennsil Kanudep nelTaeTcs TOHATh MPOUCXOALIIEE, OAHA-
KO TIIEeTHO.

— IToropu, Aauuasra! — TIETp oOpalaeTcs K MIOAKOBHUKY. — [ToueMy Ma3zela He Mo-
>KeT UATH Ha CMBIUKY C HaMU?.. Y HEero BeAb eCTh IOMOIITHUKH! ..

AHHEHKOB YHBIAO OTBeYaerT:

— T'eTMaH omacaeTcs, YTO B ero OTCYTCTBHeE Ha YKpauHe BCIbIXHeT OYHT. Kak Ha AoHY
OBIAO... — IIOAKOBHUK II€peAQéT Iapio nocAaaHue Masensl: — BoOT, rocypaps, ero OTBeT...

[TéTp GepéT 1 pazBopaunBaeT Oymary. UuraeT rpOMOrAaCHO:

— «I'lo Oepery AHenpa CHYIOT IIIaiK{, OAHA B BOCEMBCOT, APYTas B THICAUY YEAOBEK —
BCE€ 3TO PYCCKHE AIOAH, @ TA@BHOe, AOHIIBEL. Hap opHOM marikoit atamaHoMm [lepe6buti-Hoc, a
Hap Apyron — Moaoaen. Bpoadarn, Kak IpuObIBaeT BOAG, IIABIBYT K HUM OTOBCIOAY U, €CAU I
C BOMCKOM YAQAIOCh, TO HAQAOOHO OIlacaThCsl, YTOOBI 3TU HETOASIN HE CAEAAAN HEOJKUAQHHOTO
HamnajpeHusa Ha ropoja. Aa u co cTopoHbl Ceun HeAb3s CKa3aTh, YTOOBI BCE OBIAO Oe3omnac-
HO...»

AHHEHKOB IIOAXBAThIBAET:

— B aToM, rocypaps, eCThb pe30H. OTU MeP3aBIlbl MOT'YT BO3MYTUTh HAPOA! ..

[1éTp coranacHO KUBaeT:

— 4] momHIO, yTO Mas3zena AaBHO yrOoBapMBaA MeHs pa3oTrHATh 3TOT Pa3OOMHUYNN Bep-
TeIl, HO He A0 TOTO OBIAO...

[IlepeMeTeB NBITAETCS CAEAAQTH BBIBOA U3 YCABIIIIAHHOIO:

— Taxk uTo ke ntoaydaetcs, [1éTp Arekcend?.. Kapa UAET Ha YKpPauHY, I UAY CAEAOM 3a
HHUM, @ MAaAOPOCCUNCKUM reTMaH ¢.. OH-TO 4TO?..

[1éTp 3aBepuIaeT yTeHUE:

— «EcaAn U Tenlepb, KOTAQ I BHYTPHU YKPAUHEBI C BOMCKOM, OPOASITU U YePHb 3aTeBalOT
OYHTEI, TO YTO JKe OYAET, KOTAQ 51 C BOUCKOM YAAAIOCh? HauHyT 4eCTHBIX M OOTaThIX AIOAEN
pes3aTh U IMOKUTKHU UX I'pabuTh? ByapeT An 3To noae3Ho mHTepecaM Ero mapckoro Beanue-
cTBa?»

MeHIIMKOB IAOBUTO yCMEXaeTCs:

— Bo kak! Mos xaTa ¢ kpato — g Hm4ero He 3Hat0! OH X0oUueT IIPOCTO OTCUAeThbCsa! Viau
OTAEJKAThCH...

— Tak peno He moMpAET!.. — yOexaE€HHO 3akatodaeT [llepemereB. — E>kean OH He B CH-
AaX — TOTAQ IIYCTh Ha3HAYaeT BMECTO CBOeH IIepCOHBI HAKa3HOTO aTaMaHa...
— W nyckail 9TOT aTaMaH MAM caM Masena UAYT HaM HaBCTpedy... — IIOAXBaThIBaeT ['o-

AunbiH. OCTaAbHBIE TEHEPAABI, KPOME IAEHHOTO IIIBEAA, OXOTHO MOAAEPIKUBAIOT ero. Llapb
BOIIPOIIIaeT:

— BEI Bce, rociopa reHepaAbl, C 9TUM COTAACHBI? ..

— TouHoO Tak, rocypapb! — CABIIIEH APYKHBIN XOp. Llapb KBaeT KaOMHET-CeKpeTapo
Maxkaposy:

— TMumu nmpukas, Arekceit BacuabeBud...

CekpeTapb MakaeT IIepo B UePHUABHUILY ...
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CepepnHa ceHTAOPS. AeBoOepeskHad YKpaunHa. LIIBepAcKoe BOMCKO, BO TA@Be C KOPOAEM,
CTapaTeAbHO BBIOMpaeTCsd Ha IIpaBhll Oeper peku AecHbl. Cam Kapa, Mo OOBIKHOBEHUIO,
ABIJKETCS B IIEPBBIX PsAAax. Bokpyr reHepaasl — Illaunnentax, Melipeas, nappe, LlTa-
KeabOepr. K KOpoAto Ha PHICSX IOABE3KaeT KOMaHAUD KOHHOTO ITOAKA!

— Bamre BeanuecTBo, KaBarepusi roToBa (POPCUPOBATH PEKY!..

— TMoropuTe, moakoBHUK! — Kapa o3aboueHHO oOpalilaeTcsd K reHeparaM: — A Tae JKe
ofOenaHHas nepemnpasa?.. MarOpOCCUMCKUY reTMaH Hac U3Belllan, 9YTO K HAllleMy IIPHUXO-
Ay OYAYT IIDUTOTOBAEHEI IAPOMBI, TAE JKe OHU?.. — CBUTA HEAOYMEHHO IIePEeTASIABIBAETCS.
Kapa cnipamuBaert mappe: — Y KakKoM AepeBHU, AKCEAb, MBI AOAKHBI TTEPETTPaBASITHCS ? ..

I'eHepan mOKa3bIBaeT PYKOU BAAAB!

— BoH oHa — AepeBHS MakoOIIMHO... 3AeCh HAaC 0053aHbl JKAQTh IIapOMBL... Tak mucan
Mas3sena...

— I'ne >xe oum?!..
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[IIannmeH6ax B TOA30PHYIO TPYOY B3BICKATEALHO OCMaTPUBAET OKPECTHOCTH, OpocaeT
B3T'ASIA Ha IIPOTUBOIIOAOKHBIN Oeper:

— Baire BeanuecTBO, cIopa KTO-TO HABIBET!..

Ot AeBoTO Oepera AeCHBbI OTYAAMBAET AOAKQ, B HEU CUASAT TPU UYEAOBEKa, BKAIOUYas rped-
1a...

— Ecau 5TO He pycCKUe Aa3yTYMKH, — HEIPOMKO HIYTUT Melpeab, — TO 3TO — €AUH-
CTBEHHOE CPEACTBO TIepernpasst!..

Kopoas u cBuTa criemmBatoTcsa. 2KAyT. AopKa npudauskaeTcsa. OAUH U3 TPOULLBL, CUAS-
IIlel B Hel, OAET B IIOTPENAHHBIN IIBEACKUN MyHAUD. [IIAnnneHO6axX TOBOPUT KOPOAIO:

— Bartrre BeAnuecTBO, mOX0’Ke, UTO TaM HAIIl COOTEUYECTBEHHUK. ..

Kapa MoAYHMT, @ Y4eAOBEK B CMHEM MYHAVPE, HaXOAAIIUMCS B AOAKE, PAAOCTHO MallleT
pykaMy, OyAy49HM He B CHAAX CAEPKaTh CBOUX UyBCTB. HeKOTOpEBIe U3 COAAAT OCTOPOIKHO
OTBEYaIOT €My, C OIIaCKOM KOCSCh Ha reHepaAuTeT. [locyprHa TpUYaAuBaeT K Oepery...

I'peber, BEITACKUBAET HOC AOAKHU HA IECOK, U3 HEE HEYKAIOJKE BBIOMpPAEeTCs IIOCAAHel]
reTMaHa BBICTPUIIKHUM, 3aTeM IIAEHHBIN IBeA. 3aMeTHO UCXYAAQBIINY, OOPOCIINY KAOUKOBA-
TOM, HEPAIUIAUBON O0POAOU. YBUAEB BOAU3U CBOETO KOPOAS, OH 3aMETHO TYILIYeTCS U OITy-
cKaeT roroBy. Kopoab oOpalnaeTcsa K HeMy Ha POAHOM A3BIKE:

— C OAaronoAy4YHBIM NPUOBEITHEM!.. B KaKOM THI OBIA 3BaHUH, BETEpPaH?..

— Karmpana, Baiire BeanuecTtBo!..

— A rTaAe momaa B IAeH? ..

— TI'lop Kaauiem.

Kopoab moka3biBaeT Ha BLICTPUITKOTO:!

— A KTO 5TOT YeAOBEK?..

— OTO POACTBEHHUK Ma3zenbl. YIPaBUTEAb €T0 BOAOCTH... — OTBeYaeT NAeHHBIM.

— 3ageM OH 3Aech?.. UToO eMy HYy’)KHO?.. — HeIIpUA3HEeHHO BompoinaeT Kapa.

— OH OpuBE3 OT reTMaHa IUChbMO...

B pasrosop BcTymnaeT reHepan llnappe:

— A mouemy reTMaH He IIPUTOTOBHA, KaK O0eIlan, K HallleMy IIPUXOAY ITapOMBI ¢

[TheHHBIN TOBOPAYMBAETCA K BEICTPUIIKOMY:

— l'eHepan crpalryBae, IOYTO 3AeCh H3Ma IIapOMOB?..

BeICTpUIIKUM TOKMUMaeT IIAeYaMMu:

— Xwuba s 3Har0?!..

Kanpana nepeBoAUT:

— OH He 3HaeT!..

— A rpe cam Mazena?.. — HacTonuuBo crpatusaeT lannnen6ax. — [louemy oH He
BCTpevaeT Hac?..

[TheHHBIN TIEpEeBOAUT BOIPOC BricTpUiKOMYy:

— BonnI ciparryBaioTh, A2 Ma3zena?..

— Bun y ¢363, y BaTypuHe... — CKpOMHO OTBeYaeT yIIpaBUTeAb. Kallpaa IepeBOAUT:

— T'etman B cBOéM nMeHUMN... B ropoake batypuse...

— OTO AAAEKO OTCIOAA?..

— OKOAO COTHU MUAB, Balite BeanuecTtso...

TAunmeHbax 000pavynBaeTCs K KOPOAIO:

— 3HaAuuT, ABa-TpU AHA IyTH, Bame BeanuyecTBo... CTOUT PUCKHYTE...

— AAs Hauana, BoabMap, Hy’)KHO IIPEOAOAETH 3Ty peKy! — HacMelauso 6pocaert IllTa-
KeAabOepr. — A Halllu TeXOTUHITEI He CAUTITKOM XOPOIITHAE TIAOBITHL. ..

K MOHapXxy 1 ero CBUTe CIELINUT KAllUTaH PEUTAPOB:

— Bamte BeanuecTtso! Ha ToM Gepery mosBUAUCEH pycckue!..

Kapa u rerepanbl XBaTalOTCA 3a TIOA30PHEBIe TpyOnl. Ha mpoTrBOonoAOKHOM Oepery Aec-
HBI MEABKAIOT 3eAEHble MYHAUPHI PYCCKUX AparyH, BIIepeMellIKy ¢ KaTaHaMU Ka3akKoB U
XanaTaMM KaAMBIKOB...

— Yro 6ypaeM AenaTsh, Baltte BeanuecTBo?.. — ¢ TpeBOTOU 0cBepoMAgeTcss Metipeas. Ko-
POAB He TepsieT IPUCYTCTBUS AyXa:

— AAS Hauaaa MBI IIOCTApaeMcs ONPEAEAUTHCS — CKOABKO CHA y IIPDOTHMBHUKA U YTO
OH HaMepeH NpeAnpuHATH?.. CAaaBa OOTy, UTO MBI He HadaAu IepenpaBbll — oOpaiaercsa
K IINeHHOMY 1Bepy: — CKa’ky, Kallpaa, 3TOMY XOXAY — HYCTb OH II€peAaCT HaM MHCHMO
cBoero xo3guHal..

ToT moBopaunBaeTcs K BeICTpUIIKOMY:

— Kopoab nipukasas oTAQThE OoOMary...

YrpaBUTeAb KAQHSIETCS:

— 4 3apasl!..

AOCTaéT U3 MIAKKU IACBMO U IIePEeAAET ero OAMXKe crofAleMy rerepany lllmappe. ToT
BpydYaeT KOHBePT KOpPOAto. Kapa pacrnedaTelBaeT ero, ¥ OpoBU MOHapXa IIOA3yT BBEPX:

— UTo 3a uepToBIIUHA?.. Ha KaKOM si3bIKe OHO HalTUCaHO? ..

[Imappe cupaimBaeT Kampaaa:
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— KakuM g3BIKOM TOAB3YeTCS FeTMaH? ..

[ThenHBIN TOAKAET B OOK BricTpuIIKOTO:

— Ha sxoit MoBe Mag3ena nucas 6omary?

— Xwuba g 3Har0?.. — pa3BOAUT PyKaMU yIIpaBUTeAb. Kapaa mepeBOAUT:

— OH He 3Haer...

I'enepans! yabOatoTcs. llInappe ckaliuBaeT raa3a 4epe3 KOpOAEBCKOe IIAeYO0:

— Bartre BeanuecTBO, 3TO, IO-MOEMY, AQTHIHb...

— ToI 3Haemb 1O AQTHIHU ?.. — C HAAEKAOHU BocKAmiiaeT Kapa. 'eHepar ckpoMHO OTBe-
YyaerT:

— Haperoch, 4 CMOTY 3TO OAOAETS...

Kopoas nepepaér emy nucemo. Illnappe crapaTeAbHO BUUTHIBAETCH:

— leTMaH 6e3MepHO papyeTcs BallleMy NPUOBITHIO Ha 3eMAI0 YKPaAWHBL... OH IIPOCUT
IIOMOIIIM AAS OCBOOOJKAEHHUSI BCErO MAAOPOCCHUMCKOTO HApOAd OT TIXKKOTO MOCKOBCKOTO
ura... M 3aBepser Bac B TOM, 4YTO BCETA@ M BO BCEM OyAET OKA3bIBATh IIOCUABHYIO IIOMOIIb.
[TpopOBOABCTBHEM Y BOEHHOM CHUAOMU...

— W 3T0 BCE?! — OYpHO HEropyeT KOPOAb. — BCé, 4TO OH rOTOB OTAQTB? ..

— Bce...
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Komnern cenTabps 1708 ropa. Beaopyccus, okpecTHOCTU ropoaka IIponoiicka. Ha anecHot
IIOAdHe, Ha IOXOAHOM TaOypeTe PaCIOAOKUACS CcaM IIapb B OKPY’KeHMU TAaBHBIX BOeHa-
YaABHUKOB. [lepea HUM IOHYPO CTOUT TOProsen-eBpei. [TEéTp npucTpacTHO BEICIIPAIIINBAET
ero:

— TBI >)Ke MHe KASIACS, UYAUHA AYIIQ, YTO IIIBEABI He lepelllAu AHeIp, @ YTO OKa3aroCh? |
I'ae >xe TBOM croBa?! Tel Hac TOAAO OOMaHYA!..

MeHIIUKOB BTOPUT EMY:

— /\eBeHTayIT y)Ke TPU AH4, KakK Ha 3ToM Oepery crout! Hac KapayAuT, a THI eTo He
BHUAEA, UTO AK?..

— Barrre napckoe BeanudecTBo! MUAOCTUBBIN rocypapb! — yMoAseT Toprosel. — Kasg-
HYCh BaM MOTUAOM OTIIa, YTO MeHS TaKU OOMaHyAM MOABCKUE KUABL!.. OHH, A TPOTaAU IIPO-
IIaAOM MX A€TH U BHYKH, IIPOAAANCH HedeCTUBEIM IiBepaM!.. Efi-0ory, Tak, — HM3KO KAQHS-
etcqa. — E#-0ory, Tak!.. AOIIHM MOU r'Aa3a...

ITéTp cypoBo yKOpgeT:

— W TBI IpOAAACA C HUMU 3a0AHO, cBUHOe yxo!.. Hy, 6eperucs!.. I Tebe nmokaxy!.. —
Ilapb, BCTaBas, MalleT pykon: — KonyaiiTe ero!..

Toproser napaeT Ha KOA€HU, HO COAAQTHI XBATAIOT €r0 M BOAOKYT, IIOA BOIIAU U IIPU-
YUTAHUA, K OAMDKAUIIIEMy AepeBy. ['ocypaph M CBUTA yCa’)KUBAIOTCA Ha AolIapei. CABIIIHEL
IylledHble 3aATIbl. [16Tp OpocaeT reHepasaMm:

— Hapo nocnemats! Aero 3aBapuBaeTCs 3eA0 KPyTo!..

KaBanbkapa BCAAHUKOB YCTPEMASIETCSI IO A€CHOM AOpOTe, HaBCTpedy I'POXOTY ITyIIed-
HBIX 3aAIOB. [TpockakaB ABe-TpU BepPCTH], 1Iaphb U CBUTA OKa3bIBAIOTCS HA A€CHOM OIyIIKe
BOAM3M Hamlel OaTapeu. KaHOHUPEI BEAYT OOCTpPeA MIBEACKOM MeXOTHI, KOTOpas CTPeMHU-
TEeABHO OTCTyHAaeT K ropoaKy ITponoricky. ITocarepHMe MepeHrn HeIpUATEeAST CKPBIBAIOTCS
3@ IIOAOTMM XOAMOM U B I'yCTOM ITopAecKe. [TéTp, ciemuBIINCh, KOMaHAYET:

— OroHb npekpaTtuTh!.. BOMOBI 1 TOpoX Oepeub!.. — cTpeabOa 3aMupaeT. BoeHauaab-
HUKU yCTPaWBalOT KOPOTKOe coBelllaHue. — Kak moaaraeirb, A@HUABIY, — CIIpalIlBaeT
11apb MeHIINKOBa, — AEP3HYT LIBeABI Hac 00ouTH?.. Viau 601 NpuMyT?..

— A HuYero Apyroro, MUH Xepl], UM He ocTaéTcd!.. Buepean ux xpeT Kapa, u pera y
HEero BecbMa HE3aBUAHHL...

— Kopoaro Hy>KHO IPOAOBOABCTBHE, IYIIKYU U IOPOX, — IOAAEP’KUBAET eTr0 ['OAUIIBIH.
Llapb pa3MBIIIAGET BCAYX:

— Y AeBeHraynra ABaAllaTh TEICAY BOMCKQ, @ Y HAC BIIOAOBUHY MEHBIIIE. ..

— 3HAYUT, HaM OCTAETCd OAHO — aTakoBaTh!.. — € yABIOKOM 3aMedaeT boyp. — Ilone-
>Ke TaKylO0 CUAY MBI OOOPOHOM He YAEPIKHUM...

— Teropas, Popuon Xpucruanerd, — coraamaercd MeHmMMKoOB. — CMeAOTO IIyAst OOUT-
Cs1, ¥ IIITBHIK ero He 6epéT!..

Hap xoAaMaMu U IepeaecKaMM 3aMeTHO CTYIIAalTCd CyMepKU. B Aecy U Ha omyIlKe IIpU-
OBIBaeT pyccKas KaBarepus u nexora. I1éTp oOpataercsa K 'oAnnbIHY:

— IMocMmoTpu-Ka 1Mo KapTe, Muxarao, nepep, [IpomnoickoM ecTh ceaeHmne?..

I'eHepan pacKphIBaeT IMAAHIIET, CMOTPUT:

— Tam pepesHs, [1éTp Arekcenu... [Tpo3eiBaeTcsa AecHolt... Kpyrom aeca u 60A0Ta. ..

— MHe pAyMaeTcs — B Hel M HaXOAUTCS BeCh IIBEACKUM 0003 U TA@BHbBIE YaCTH HENIPUs-
TeAd... MBI OTOTHAaAM TOKMO OAWH aBaHTapA...

MeHIIINKOB OCMaTPUBAETCS:
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— Y>Ke BeuepeeT, MUH Xepll. Hapo Obl HOUAET TOTOBUT...

— He po HOUAETa, OpaTIiiel! — Bo3paykaeT Ilapb. — 3a IIBEAOM HaAO MOCIHeIIaTh, He Aa-
BaTh €My, OKassHHOMY, po3AbIxal.. Briepéa!..

— Yepes yac, [TéTp Arekcend, — MBITaeTCd YPEe30HUTH ero boyp, — BCE MpaKoOM YKpO-
eTcs! B moTéMKax 1 3a0AYAUTHCS HEAOATO...

F'ocypaps TporaeT AOIIaAb!

— He tpyce, Popanon!.. Tenneps y HaC MPOBOAHUK HAAEKHBIM — caM /\eBeHraymT. JTO
TeOe He TOpralll IOAKYIIA€HHBIN! ..

W B OKpy’>KeHUU TeHEePaAOB U 3CKaAPOHA APAryH roCyAaph OTIPABASIETCS BCAEA 3@ OT-
cTynuBIIUM HenpuaTreaeM. COAAATHL, YK€ PaCIOAOKUBIINECS OTABIXaTh, KPSIXTSI W MaTe-
PsiCh, HEXOTS ITOAHMMAIOTCS, Pa30UPalOT PAHIIBl M PY>Kbsl, CTPOSTCS U OTIPABASIIOTCS BAO-
TOHKY 3a AparyHaMH, Ka3aKaMH U KaAMbIKaMu. Kpyrom coBceM CTeMHEAO...
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CpepuHa ceHTI0psA. AeBoOepeskHasaA YKpauHa, ropoAoK baTypuH. B momecTse y reT™Ma-
HQ, B TOpHUIle COOPAAUCH IOAKOBHUKU U POAWYU XO3duHAa: BoriHapoBckui, OOHMAOBCKUY,
Opauk, Aomukosckut, 'opauenko, [Toayborok, 'opaenko, Hedeas. Maserna, CUAS BO TAaBe
CTOAQ, BelllaeT:

— W BOT cayxanTe, maHOBe AOOPOAMUCTBO, — Lapb Tpedye, 00 1 ABUBCA AO HErO CO
BCUM BUMCKOM... 30 BCEMHU BaMU, CMeKaeTe?..

/AOMMKOBCKHU COBETYET:

— Ilymai BuH TpeOye, a Thl H3 €3AbL, U MBI TOX...

— SIk H3 e3ABI?! — BOCKAUII@ET reTMaH. — TOABI BUH 3 M3H3 T'OAOBY 3HUMeT! Xuba Bl
ero H» 3HaeTe’?..

— A bl THKaM K Kapay, 1 MbI 3a ToOo10! Ycsa Cuub 3a TOOOIO BCTaHe!.. — IIOACKa3bIBaeT
l'opanenko

OcTanbHBIE 3aTOBOPIIUKU APY’KHO ITOAAEP’KMBAIOT 3allOPOKCKOTO aramaHa. ['eTMaH
TIPOAOATKAET:

— Llaps nucaB A0 M2H3: OCTaBAIY Ha YKpaliHe c303 HaMeCTHUKA U IBUCH 3 KO3aKaMM...
OODBsIBU MOOMAM3AITHIO. ..

YeueAb BBICTaBASIET KYKUIIL:

— A 113 BUH H5 O0auma?! [TJo6 MBI 3a MOCKaAel KUBOTHI KAaABI? Ha poxaAyThCA!..

[ToAyOOTOK OCTOPO>KHO 3aMeyvaeT:

— 4 cabixas, m0 y Kapaa ycé Hd AtosKe TAaAKO... BuH xoTea Ha MOCKBY UATH, AQ YE€TO-TO
YCTpallIuBCH, YU TepeAyMaB? 11 A0 Hac IHUIIOB... A 4oro eMy Tpada’?.. Mo>ke, BUH XOUeT HaC
€303 MUAUMHUTE? — IpeanoaaraeT [ToayOoTok. ['eHepanbHEBIN Tucapb OPAMK CIIENIUT BMe-
I1aThC:

— Hu. MBI eMy TUABKE THAMOTA. Hallry He3aAe>KHOCTb BUH He TPOHS...

— A mouéM THI 3Haelllb? — cOMHeBaeTcd ['opaeHKO. ['eTMaH IOHUMaeT, 4YTO IOpa eMy
BCTYIIUTH B PA3roBOp, IIOKa TOT He IIPUHSIA OIIaCHOT'O HallpaBAEHUS.

— Hu, nanose, Kapay H3 Tpa0a Hallel BOAU... — Ma3sella yXMBIAIETCS B YChI. — Y Hero
e cBod. BuH XoueT Haka3aTk Iaps MOCKaAel, 00 AFOJK3 O0TaTo TOT O €303 aAyMae... [Tomepép,
0aThKU y IIEKAO HOPOBUT!..

3aroBOPIUKY APY’KHO U BECEAO CMEIOTCS. 3a CTeHaMM Pa3paéTcs IMIyM. OPAUK BBITAS-
ABIBAeT B OKHO.

— Ynpasureasb [IlenTaKOBCKOU BOAOCTHU IPUMXAB, — COOOIIAET OH XO34UHY.

BxoauT BEICTpUIIKUI, KAaHAETCS BCeM cOOpaBIINMCcA. ['eTMaH pAenaeT eMy IIpepocTepe-
TaloIIMM 3HaK PYKOM, HO BOIIEAIINHN 3TOTO He 3aMeyvaerT.

— Bauus 5, maHOBe, IIIBEALCKOTO KOPOAS KapAy... — IPOU3HOCHUT OH BO BCEYCABIIIAHbE.

— M gaK? — TyT ’Ke IOAXBATBIBaeT AOMUKOBCKUM. — SIK BUH T303 3yCTPETUB?..

— SIK Ko3ak TaTapuHa, — OCKAQOUACHA B YXMBIAKE BBICTPUIIKUN, — TUABKU IIaOAIOKON
OaIlIKy M3H3 TPOXH H3 CpyOuUB!..

— AaTel m0?! — mopaskaeTrcsd YeueAb., — A 3a 11107..

BeICTpUIIKUM TOKMMaeT IIAedaMMu:

— A Ouc ero 3Hae! BuH KakeT — 4OMy ero Ha peKe IIapOMbl H3 BCTPEYaAbI?..

[ToAyOOTOK AFOOONIBITCTBYET:

— SKue mapombI?..

— Xwuba g 3HaB? — Pa3BOAUT pyKamu boicTpunkuii. — A Kapaa sIK 3araBueT — TAe Ila-
pombi? I'ae mapoMbi? [TopaBail X CIOABI!.. Y MOHI a’k OPIOXO 3BEAO...

— A Ha 9KOU peKe 113 OyA0? — AOMCKHUBaeTcd ['0OppAueHKO.

— Ha Aecne... buasg MakoniuHa...

— L» >x 30BcuM OAM3KO! — BoCKAUIlaeT AOMUKOBCKUY U CMOTPUT Ha reTMaHa. Ma3zena
KadaeT TOAOBOM, CAOBHO BIIEPBBIE CABIIIUT TOAO0OHOE m3BecTre. OH BEpEH CBOEH BCETAQAIII-
HeM IPUBLIUKE: He TOPOIUTE COOBITUS U AePJKaThbCS B CTOPOHE...
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— KoaAu BUH TakKMM VIIABIM, — 3aAyMuMBO Ipou3HoOcUT [ToayboTok, — Kapaa 131
IIIBEABCKHM, MaOyAb, H3 Tpa0a ero y rocTu 3BaTh?¢ Ha 110 BUH HaM? ..

— BoT u 1 Kaxxy, — coraataercs ['opAeHKo.

Ho aTaman 3anoposkieB ['opareHKO cpa3y B3phIBAeTCS:

— Wb, yoro 3aryrapuanu! Kapay um Ha Tpa6a!.. A yoro sam Tpada?! I1lo6 MocKaAu Bac
y OapaHuil por CKPYTUABL? XOAOIUB AQ COAAQTUB 3 Bac 3po0uAbr?! L3 Bam macTta?!..

CoOpasimecs yrproMo MoAdaT. M TyT B ciop BcTyllaeT Masena:

— Kasxy BaMm nipaBay, na"ose!.. Ha pAroske AT06 MOHD KOPOAB IBEABCKUH, a IIaph MOCKa-
Ae¥l — BUH U TOTO cTpalHee... [IpaB KocTts ['opareHKO — MOCKaAM Hac Ha KOAeHa MICTa-

BAT... [To TpU MIKUPEI 3 KOKHOTO OYAYTH ApaTh... Ha 1110 113 HaM BCUM?.. — XUTPBIA TeTMaH
OTASIABIBAET COOOIIHUKOB. — A MOJK3, MBI TAKH AYPHY, IO I19H AOAM €303 XOTHM? ..
— Hu... Hs xotum!.. Hugk!.. Ha mjo 115 Ham?!.. — HeApPy’KHO, BIepeOoOU IOAXBATEIBAIOT

ITOAKOBHMKH. Ma3zera npsiaeT AOBOABHYIO YABIOKY B yCaX...
34

Konern centabps. Beropyccusa. Hap AecrCTON, TOAOTOM AOAMHOU 3aHMMAETCS CKYIION
OCEeHHUM paccBeT. Hallru coapaTel OpeAyT U3 IIOCAEAHUX CHA, U3PEeAKa NIepepyruBasch U
CITOTBIKASICh. YHTEP-0(PUIlePhl MOATOHSIIOT OTCTaBIINX:

— He 3eBatite, cay>xkusble! CriaTh He BpeMsi! AepsKuTe 11ar O0ApeH. ..

OAUH U3 PSIAOBBIX OTPHI3aeTCs:

— TyT ToKMO OBI cOIAK YAep>KaTh! U emé aytry!

EMy cpa3y OTKAMKAIOTCA:

— OHa y Te0d, 3eMASIK, 4aCOM He B IIAITKax? Ha cy4ok, cMOTpH, He HalOPUCh — KOH-
YUTITBCS MUTOM! ..

[To psinaM BOAHOM IIPOKATHIBAETCS CMEX.

Aec Briepeau peapeetT. [TexoTa BLIOMpPAETCS Ha OTKPBITOE MeCTO. B HeCKOABKUX BepCcTax
BHUAHA AepeBHS AecHasd. Hap 6epAHBIME N30aMU TIOAHUMAIOTCS CTPYUKU CU3BIX ABIMKOB. Bo
ABOPAaxX CTPYAUAUCH TEAETH U AOLIAAMN. ..

[TéTp, cTos1 HAa IPUTOPKe, paCCMaTPUBAET B IIOA30PHYIO TPyOy IIPUCTaHUIIle HeIIpUATe-
As. Papom Menmukos, loantiera, boyp, Perrana, Oatok. LLIBepAR TOJKe 3aMETUAR PYCCKUX, U
B AepPeBHe HauaAOCh 3aMeTHOe ABUKEHUE. ..

— A poOpa y HUX xBaTaeT! — oAOOpPUTEABHO 3aMedaeT MeHIIUKOB, TAIAL B TPYOy. —
Teaer u @yproHos neaad TbMa... BoT Harpabuau, moueHHUKH! Bero AUMpAIHANIO, TTOAU-KQ,
00o0panm...

[TéTp moBOpauMBaeTCs K IOMOITHUKAM:

— Pa3Bepném GaTaamnio Tak, — IOKa3biBaeT Ha MeHNIIUKOBa: — ThI, A@HUABIY, OCTa-
€IIbCA TYT C TPeMS IIOAKAaMU, € TOOOM PentHuH... A g1 6epy rBapArIo, OAUH APAryHCKHU IIOAK
U ABa IIEXOTHBIX — U IOMAY B 00XOA... — OCTaAbHBIM 'eHepasaM: — BrI Bce co MHOM... [To-
crnemaem!..

B pAepeBHe ToKe 3akunaeT cyera. llIBepcKre KOMaHAUPHI M COAAQTHL IIBITAIOTCST BCTPe-
TUTb Bpara BO BCEOPY’KUHU. V3 XaThl MOIIPOCTOPHEE BEIXOAUT A€BEHIayIT C TeHeparaMU U
IIOAKOBHUKAMHU, CTapasCh yrapaTh HAllpaBAe€HHE, B KOTOPOM ABUYKETCS HenpusaTeAb. Cam
KOMAaHAYIOIINY, TAIAS B IIOA30PHYIO TPYOy, CTPOTO 3aMeydaerT:

— Pycckue nomiau B 00xoA/!..

Il'enepan KHOPPUHT TyT JKe IpepAaraeT:

— HaMm Hy>KHO c03AaTh KPyroBYI0 000pOHY. /1 Kak MOKHO ObIcTpee!..

— Het. MBI IOMAEM UM HABCTpeUy... — PEIIUTeABHO KOMaHAyeT AeBeHraynr. — lo-
TOBBTE IIEXOTY U KaBarepuio... 1 creperure 0603!..

BoenavanbHMKY OPOCAIOTCS BHIIIOAHSTD IIPUKA3.

MeHIINKOB, OCTABIINNCSA HAa MeCTe, HAOAIOAQET 3@ OOXOAHBIM MaHEBPOM Ilaps U OTBET-
HBIMM ACUCTBUSAMHU IIBEAOB. PIaoM ¢ HUM PenlHMH, pa3>kaAOBaHHBINA B IOAKOBHUKH.

— IAsian-Ka, AHUKWTA VIBaHBIY, IIIBEABI PA3TrapaAl HAIly XUTPOCTh! AeBEHTayIIT OMIEA
HaBCTPeUy roCyAapIo... AOBOK, CYKHH CBIH!..

— /AeBeHraynT — cTpaTur cepbe3nniii! OH camomy Kapaycy, Hap0 AyMaTh, HOC YTPET.
OTO TOYHO...

A 3a AepeBHeU B 3TO BpeMs 3aBsI3bIBaeTCsI KPOBOIIPOAUTHAS CXBaTKa. [ IpOTHUB ABYX pyc-
CKUX IIOAKOB IIIBEABI HANIPABUAU I'BapArio. OHA 4yTh IOTECHUAA HAIIUX, HO TYT IIOAOCIIEA
loanneia co cBouMu reapaeiinamu. [ToroskeHre BEIIIPaBUAOCS, @ IIITBIKOBOM 00U He 3aThXa-
eT HU Ha MUHYTY... /AeBeHIayIIT, )Kakpasl lepeBeca, OpocaeT B aTaKy KOHHHUILY, U [1éTp Toke
OTBeYaeT KOHHBIM YAQPOM — M BCE OKOHYATEABHO CMEIIAaAOCh...

HecKOABKO 4acOB — OT BOCXOAA AO IOAYAHS — HA AAABHEMN OKpPauHe ACPEBHU U B OAMIK-
HeM AeCy KUIIUT )KapKoe PyKOIIalllHOe cpa’keHKe. Halllyu 1 IBeABl SPOCTHO AePYTCS IIThIKA-
MM, TaAaIlaMy 1 cabasgMU... Hepes Iapy 4acoB HEIIPEPBIBHOTO, OCTEPBEHEAOr0 004 3aMeTeH
IiepeBecC Ha CTOpOHe pyccKuX. HakoHel HelIpUsaTeAb, Tepsisl yOUTBIX U PaHEeHBIX, OTXOAUT K
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AEepeBHe AeCHOH, CTapadch COXpPaHUTh 0003. Pycckue ero He IpecAeAyIOT, OCTaBIINCH Ha
IPUMETHOM PaCcCTOSHUMN. ..

MeHIIMKOB, CTOSI HAa IPOTUBOIIOAOKHON CTOPOHE AEPEBHU, SIBHO U3HBLIBAET OT Oe3pe-
ABSI, OAHAKO >KAET AAABHEMIINX pacHops>KeHUM naps. Ero coapaTel ToKe 4yTh paccAadu-
AHCB, KTO CUASA, KTO AEJKA, U3PEAKA MMOTAIABIBAsA B CTOPOHY KPOBABOT'O ITOOOUIA. A HEOKU-
AAHHOe 3aTUIIbe OEeCIIOKOUT BCEX...

— Kaxk pymaems, AHUKUTA VIBaHbIY, — oOpaliaeTcsa MeHIINKOB K PenmHUHY, — 6aTaAus
OKOHYMAACh arb HeT? TUIllnHa Kakas-To HelloHsATHas. K uemy ObI 3TO?..

Pennun, BEICMaTpUBas OTCTYIAIOMINX IIBEAOB, OTBEYaeT 3aAYMUUBO:

— He poaxza OBL.. O003-TO UXHUU IIeA ¥ CAMUX CYIIOCTATOB eIIlé XBaTaeT...

MeHIIMKOB HEPBHO IIEPECTYIIaeT:

— MosKeT, ¥ y HallIUX 4ero-To He 3aAaAUAOCE? — KpecTuTcda. — Viam ¢ rocypapeM, He
Aail 60T, HeCYacThe TPUKAIOUUAOCH...

CABIINTCA APOOHEIN IEePECTYK KOIBIT, U Ha OIyILIKe IIOABASETCS BECTOBOU OdHUIlEp.
[MToapckaKuBaeT U epepaéT KOMaHAUpPaM:

— Bam mpuka3aHo HavaTh aTaKy C IPUXOAOM KOHHUITEI TeHepaaa boypal..

— Arpe cam boyp?.. — TyT >)Xe cupalinBaeT MeHIITHUKOB.

— Boyp npecaepyeT MIBEACKYIO KaBaAePHUIO, YIIEATYIO K [IpOIIONCKY...

Pennmnn ocBepoMAsIOTCS:

— A po npuxopa boypa HaMm OBITH B 6€3AeHCTBUU? ..

BecToBoit oTBeuaer:

— Tlocypaps moBeAeA BaM BeCTH OTOHB U3 IyllleK... Ho O0M0 AapoM He TpaTUTh! — OH
MMI'OM Pa3BOPaYMBAETCSA U CKadeT oOparTHo. [ToBeceaeBmnit MeHIIMKOB KOMAHAYET:

— Kanonupet! Opyaus K 6oto!.. JKuso!..

ApTuAnepUIICKas IPUCAYTa HAYWHAET Pa3BOPAYMBAThL OPYAMS, BBIIIPSTATh AOIITaAEH, TO-
TOBUTH OOMOBI U PUTHUAN... B IIBEACKOM Aarepe CABIIIHEL CTOHBL PAHEHBIX, 3BOH OPY KUSA 1
CAEP KaHHBIN LIYM...

A Ha KpOXOTHOM ITOASTHE B A€CY, Ha ITHE CUAUT [1ETp B OKPY’KEHNUM CBOUX ITOMOIITHUKOB!
Foannpiaa, Oatoka, Gactmana, MHdAsHTa. MYyHAUDPHL UX U3MSTHI, ©U30APAHEI, IIepernayka-
HBI KPOBBIO...

— C npubsiTieM boypa Bce cuabl OpocaeM B O0H... AepEMCS A0 TOCAEAHETO coapaTal —
[Tétp cmotput Ha 'oannbina: — [lepepait, Muxarao, KaAMBIKaM, KOTOPBIE CTOAT 3@ (PpOH-
TOM: KTO U3 HalllUX YAQPUTCS B 6era — KOAOTb O6e3 pa3bopal.. — ObET cebs1 B IpyAb. — XOTb
MeHs camoro!.. Hukoro He maputh! BréMcs HacMepTs!..

FoAMIIBIH OTIIPaBASIETCS ITIePepATh IIpuKas. M3pareka AOHOCSTCS MyllIeYHbIE BEICTPEABL.
Llaps ¢ yABIOKOI 3aMedaeT:

— BoT u apTuArepus Halla 3aroBopuaal Teneps IBepAaM 3eA0 HEYIOTHO! ..

C oceHHero XMyporo He0a HauMHAET MAAATh AETKUM CHEXKOK. ['eHepanbl 03a004€HHO
TTOAHUMAIOT TOAOBHI.

— C mepBBIM BacC CHEroM, rocrnopal.. — MO3ApaBASIET UX rOCyAaph. ETO CIIOABMIKHUKU
HATY’KHO YABIOQIOTCS — IIOTOAQ MX SIBHO He papyerT.

— Kak 05l He 3aBbIoKUAO, [T8Tp Arekcenu!.. — ceTyeT Darok. Llaps oGoapsieT CBUTY:

— IlIBepam TOXe Bepab HeCAaAKO! AepeBeHbKa He MMOKO OOABIIasg — KPOBa Ha BCEX He
XBaTUT!.. — OH OKAMKAEeT CBOeTro AeHINMUKa KukuHa: — AneKkcaHApP, pa3Boau oroHb! [Topa
OBl ¥ IOTPeThCH... — IOTHUPAET PyKU. — 3510K0, OAHAKO! AaBall CKOpel OTHS...

OpHako He ycreBaeT KHKUH C COApAATaMM Pa3’kedb KOCTEDP, KaK AOHOCUTCS Oecrnops-
AOYHBIM CTyK MHO>KeCTBa KOIBIT. Ha MoAMOTy cIleluT KOHHUIIA.

— Oro Boyp! — Bockaunaer Oatok.

— Bot cettuac u morpeemcsi! — mopxsaTweiBaeT [1ETp, BcTaBas Ha HOTU. — ['ocnopa reHe-
paasl!.. OTo Hala pelatoias ouTsal.. AmO0 MBI UX, AMOO... — IIaphb MAIlIeT PYKOU U CIIEIIUT
K AOIIIaAHU.

FeHepanbl TOJKe CEANAIOT KOHEH. A CHET BaAUT BCE KpPYITHEe U I'yIle, HaAUTIash Ha TOABIe
BETBU A€PEBLEB, TONOBBI U CIIMHBI BCAAHUKOB, YCTHUAAsl OEABIM IIOKPBIBAAOM 3@TONTAHHYIO,
PacTpeBOKEHHYIO, IIIeAPO IIOAUTYIO KPOBBIO 3€MAIO. ..
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Hauano okTsa06ps. AeBoOepeskHas YkpauHa. CtaBka b.I1. [llepemeTeBa BOAM3HU rOPOAKA
Crapoay6a. COAAAQTEL U Ka3aKM, PACIIOAOKUBIINAECSA AArepeM, JKI'yT KOCTPHI, BApAT Kallly...
AecsaTKa IIOATOPa, COOPABIINCE B KPYJKOK, CAYIIIAIOT CKA30UHUKOB U Oararypos. UyThk B CTO-
POHE CHUAAT AYAOUHUK U ODararaeyHUK, caMO3a0BEeHHO UTpad Ha CBOMX HEXUTPHIX UHCTPY-
MEHTaX, a I00AAAb CKYYHAACh BaTara 6AaropapHbIX CAyHIaTeAel... Bce pysKbst U MUKU CTOSIT
B nupamMupax. CTpeHO>KeHHble KOHU OPOASAT BOKPYT, CPBIBAsk OCTATKU ITOSKYXAOM TPABHL...

BApPYT Ha OKOAUIle NOSBASIETCS HEOOBIYHBINM BCAAHUK B CHHEM IIIBEACKOM MYHAUpE C
KEATOM KauMOM. YCTanaas, 3arHaHHAas AOIIAAb €ABa IIe€peCTaBASIeT HOI'M, & CaM €3A0K BbI-
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TASIAVIT Pa30UTHIM U MOA@BAEHHBIM. Ka3aky HaCTOpa)kKuBaloTCI. A BCAAHUK, €ABa PA3TASIAEB
AIOAEH, CUASIIUX ¥ KOCTPOB, PE3KO OCTaHABAMBAETCS, BEIIPSIMASIETCS B CEAAE, IIBITASICh Pa3-
BEPHYTb YCTAaAOTO KOHs. Kazaku KOpITyHaMU B3AeTAIOT C 3€MAU, OpocaloTcsa Halepepes,
XBaTaIOT >KepeOdI1la 3a MOBOABSI U MUTOM CIIEIITUBAIOT CEAOKA. ..

— AazyTumKa neiMaru! Aep>ku ero kpemde!l.. — pa3paroTcs 3aA0pHbIE, BOCTOP KEeHHBIe
BOTIAU.

IThenéHHOrO MIBEeAQ APY’KHOU KOMAaHAOM BeAyT K MITa0y deappaMapiiasa. IIsep, oma-
A€B OT HEOKMAQHHOCTH, Aa’Ke He cOmpoTuBAseTcs. LllepeMeTeB TOABKO UTO BCTaA, PacIio-
AOJKUBIINCH BBIKYIIATh Yal0. YCABIIIAB IIYM 3@ CTEHAaMHM, €ro A€HIIUK BBIIIeA HaBCTPeUy
Ka3akawm:

— Yro 3a ram, OpaTier ¢ Hero mrymure?..

— Inuéna cxBatuau! — IMOACHSAET COTHUK. — A\a3yTuuKa. AOAOKU €eHaPaAy...

Ha xpoiabiio BeixopuT cam LllepemeTeB:

— Yero mymMmuTe, CTAaHUYHUKU?..

Kazaku KAraHSAIOTCS:

— IlIBepa mbiMaAm, BamiecTBo! [IIouéH, AOAKHO...

Bopuc I'leTpoBrd BHUMATEABHO OCMAaTpPUBAET IINEHHUKA, 3aMedaeT Ha HEM Oo(puliepcKue
HaITUBKU:

— Baknag nrunal.. baaropapro 3a cay>k0y, CTaHUYHUKU!..

Kazaku xopowm:

— Paabl cTapaThes, BalllOPOAL!..

denbaMapIIan AeAaeT 3HaK ACHITUKY:

— 3aBOAM ero B 30y ¥ 30BH TOAMAYa...

[TheHHOTO IIBEAA IPUBOAAT B AOM, TA€ CTOUT HAKPBITHIN CTOA C IIy3aTBIM CAMOBApPOM,
TBIITHBIMY KaA@daMy U SHTaPHBIM MEAOM B TyecKe. [INeHHWK KaK 3aBOPO’KEHHBIN 3aMupa-
€T y IIOpOora, He CBOAS 'A@3 C MaHAIIUX SCTB. [llepemeTeB C IITyMOM yCa>kKMBaeTCs Ha MeCTo,
OepéT B PYKY CTaKaH U BAPYT 3aMeuaeT aAdyIIIui B3TAIA IIIBEAQ.

— Wam capuce!.. — KecToMm mpurAaliaeT OH IMAEHHHWKA. TOT 4yTh He OeroM CHEeNIuT K
CTOAY, IIAFOXaeTCs Ha TadypeT U XxBaTaeT Karad. C )KaAHOCTBIO PBET ero 3ybaMu. B AoM BxO-
AWT AEHITUK C TOAMAuoM (IepeBOAUMKOM U3 [TOCOABCKOTO TpuKasa). ToAMau KAaHSIeTCs
derppMapIIany:

— Ao0OpOro 3p0pOBRBS, Ballle IIPEBOCXOAUTEABCTBO!.. S IPUOBIA IO BalleMy IIOBeAe-
HUIO...

[[TepeMeTeB ¢ YABIOKOM yKa3bIBaeT Ha IAeHHUKA:!

— Bump, kKak ororopan, 6epnsaral AoakHoO, y Kapaa ¢ nponuTaHueM-ToO Herycro... An-
IIETUT, KaK y BOAKA...

[ITBea, TPOTAOTUB KYCOK, YTO-TO HEBHATHO OOopMoUeT. ToAMau yCleA YAOBUTH CKa3aH-
Hoe:

— On 6AaropapuT Ballle IPEBOCXOAUTEALCTBO 3@ TOCTEITPUUMCTRO! ..

— Kakoe, K 4epTaM, TOCTEOIPUMMCTBO?! — BOCKAMII@eT Mapiiar. — OH SBUACSI CIOAQ
HenpouleHHBIM!.. CIipocH, AI0Oe3HBIHN, OTKyAd OH? 11 B KaKoM 3BaHUHU? ..

ToAMau 3aAa€T BONIPOC U, BEICAYIIIAaB COMBUUBBIN OTBET IA€HHUKQ, IOSICHSIET:

— On Malop U3 KopIryca Mapuianra /AeBeHIraymTa...

— ANeBenraynra?! — yausasiercs lllepemereB. — A 3a KaKUM 0eCOM OH 3AeCh OKMHAET-
csa?..

W moka NAeHHUK U IePEBOAUMK OOBICHAIOTCS, XO34UH AQET 3HaK AEHIIUKY, YTOOBI TOT
HaAMA IIBEAY Yalo.

— Kopnyc AeBeHraynra pa3ouT... — COOOIIaeT IepeBOAUMK. — BoceMb TBICSAY IIIBEAOB
IIOAETAO... Tpu ThIca4YU B34TO B IAeH. O003 U IIYLIKU TOXKeE... /AeBeHraynT OTIIPaBUA Maopa
COOOILIUTEL KOPOAIO II€YaAbHYIO BECTh, HO MAaUOP 3a0AYAUACA...

[llepeMeTeB IOTUPAET PYyKU:

— A, pa ITéTtp Arekcenu!.. Pa3arpoMuA-Taku MIBEACKYIO ITOAMOTY!.. YTEp HOC BOSKaM
HapMeHHBIM! Ternepb Kapay npua€Tcs Tyro!.. — OH BeCeao CMOTPUT Ha IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.
[ITBep, oO>kUTasACh, ILET Yal, 3aKyChbIBas CBEKUM KarauoM. bopuc [NeTpoBud KuBaeT AeH-
muky: — Haneapu-ka eMmy, 6eponare, Mepky!.. ITyCTh MOACAGCTUT CBOIO TOPBKYIO CYABOU-
Hy!.. — moToM oOpalaeTcs K IepeBOAUMKY: — W ThI capmuch, AtoOe3HbIl! OTKylal, 4To 60T
TTOCAQA...

— Ipemuoro 6aaropapeH, Ballle IPEBOCXOAUTEABCTBO! — KAQHSETCS TOAMAaY, NpUca-
SKUBAsICh K cToAy. DeabpMapIiar pa3MallicTo KpecTuTcs. baaroroseliHast TUIIIMHA BoOIla-
psieTcst B AOMe...
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Hauano okTa0ps. AeBoOepekHasa YKpauHa. [IpaBnuiti Oeper peku AecHbl. CTaBka Kapaa
XII. Beuepeer. B mBeACKOM Aarepe TUIIMHA U YHBIHAE. COAAAQTEL MOAYA I'PEIOTCS Y KOCTPOB,
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Pa3MauuBalOT B KUIISATKE CyXapH M, C FPEXOM IIONOAAM, YKUHAIOT. [TaTépKa pelTap BeAET
IIOKUAOT'O YKPAUHIlA IIPAMUKOM K IITAaOHOU ITaraTKe. Pocable rBapaeNIlbl Y BXOAQ IIperpa-
SKAQIOT UM Iy Th.

— Aonoxxute Ero BeanuecTBy, 4TO MBI IOMMaAM PyCCKOTO areHral.. — IpoCcHuT opuiiep.
OAUWH 13 rBapAeUlleB 3aXOAUT BHYTPb. B ImaraTKe caM KOPOAb U reHepansl: lllannnenodax,
Metipenn, mappe, llTakeabOepr. 'Bapaeel] AOKAAABIBAET:

— Bartre BeAndecTBO, IpUBeAU PyCCKOTO areHTa. ..

— Beaure ero cropal..

[Tpu HesIPKOM CBeTe CAaAbHBIX CBeUel IIIBeAbI BHUMATEABHO PA3TASIABIBAIOT IA€HEHHOTO.
Ha HéM IOHOIIIeHHBIN Ka3aKWH, IePeTIHYThIM BePEBKOY, lTlepellaukKaHHble AGTTeM I1apoBa-
pbl, pa3oursle canoru. OOBUCABIE CEABIE YCBI U CUBBIA «OCEAEAEI» AOIOAHAIOT KOAOPHUT-
HBINM OOAUK...

— I'Ae BEI er0 3apepsKaru? — IOCA€ MUHYTHOM IIay3hl CIIPAIIUBAET KOPOAb.

— HanpoTus AepeBHU OH IIEPEIABIA PEKY.

— Hauém?..

— B aropke... M ¢ HUM OBIAO BOT 3TO, — odyullep npoTaruBaeT Kapay CBEPHYTBIN AUCT
Oymaru. lIaunmnen6ax DOAHOCUT cBeuy. [ToBepTeB Oymary Tak 1 9AaK, MOHapX IPOTATUBAET
eé nappe:

— Kaskercst, AKCeAb, 3TO IO Balllel 4YaCTH...

Ho renepan, BCMOTpeBIINCH B HAITMCAHHOE, BOCKAUIIAET:

— O, Her, Bate BeandyecTtBo! OTo He AQTHIHE... [To-MOeMy — 3TO KUPHUAAUILIA...

— IIpuBepuTe-Ka CIOAQ TOTO KAllpaAa, KOTOPBIN OBIA B IA€HY y PyCCKUX!..

Odunep, AOCTaBUBIINKA MAAOPOCCE, BEIXOAUT U3 MaraTKUA. MelpeAb FIAyOOKOMBICAEHHO
3aMedaer:

— A BBl He HAaXOAUTE, TOCIIOAQ, UYTO B €T0 OOAUKE eCTh YTO-TO AUKOe U HeyKpoTumoe ¢ OH
IIOXOXK Ha ckuda...

— BBI XO0TUTe CKa3aTh, FeHepan, — IPOU3HOCUT Kapa ¢ yABIOKOM, — YTO 3eMAS 3TUX
AIOAEM OTHIOAB He TOCTENIPUMMHA? 3AeCh JKUBYT AeTU AUKUX CTEIIHSKOB?..

B maaaTKy IpuBOAAT OBIBIIIErO Kanpaaa. Kapa BEIICHAET:

— TBI yMeeIb YuTaTh IO-PYyCCKU?

— Hert, Bame BeanyecTBO, — MHETCS Kapaa. — S ¥ IO-IIBEACKH YUTAIO C TPYAOM...

HIrunmen6ax HaXOAUT BBEIXOA,

— Baite BeanyecTBO, BO3MOJKHO, 3TOT XOXOA I'PaMoOTeH... [TycTh OH TpoYTET OyMary Ka-
IIpaAy, a ToT...

— A TOT e€ mepeBeAET, — IOAXBAThIBaeT Kapa u oOpalaeTcs K Kapaay: — TbI IIOHA,
YTO OT TeOs TpeOyeTcsa?..

— Tak TouHO, Barme BeandecTBO, — KHMBaeT KallpaA B OTBET U 000paunBaeTCsa K IAeHHHU-
Ky. — TBI rpaMOTy po3yMeellb?..

— Hu, — Xpunao orBedaeT yKpauHel,.

— Oun HerpamMoTeH, — 3agBaAdeT Kanpaa. OpHako llITakeAabOepr IpeArioAaraeT:

— A He BPET AM OH?.. — oOpainaercs K Kanpaay: — CKa’ky, 9YTO MBI €70 PacCTpeAsieM,
€CAU OH e€ He IIPOYTET...

Kanpan oObsICHSET YKPaUHITY:

— leHepan Ka>ke: KOAYM ThI HD CXOYelllb YUTATH 11910 OOMary, BOHBI T30 yObIOTh!

CTapbli Ka3ak yIpsiMO MOAYMT, IIOTOM HEXOTSI BLIAABAUBAET:

— Lss 6omara ot rermaHa Ma3sensl... I 3Har0, 1110 B HEW MHUCAHO...

— OTO HKUCBMO OT reTMaHa Ma3zelbl, — IIepeBOAUT KanpaA. — OH 3HAeT, 4TO B HEM...

— Tak mycTb pacckakert!..

W nAeHHUK OTBa’KMBAETCH, CONSA U 3allMHASACh, HETPOMKO OOPMOTATh YTO-TO IIOYTH Ha
YXO KallpaAy, Kak OyYATO OBI IIBEABL MOTYT €rO IMOACAYIIaTh. KOPOAB U reHepaAbl CHUCXO-
MUATEABHO yAbIOatoTcd, llIaunnen6ax KPyTUT IaAblleM Y BUCKa. HakoHell Kanipaa, COAMAHO
IIPOKAIIAIBIINCH, HAUWHAET CTaPaTEABHO IEPEBOAUTH:

— Ora Oymara Ha3blBaeTcs yHuBepcaroM. Hamnmcan eé cam Masera u OTIIpaBUA 110 BCEM
BOAOCTSIM, YTOOBI JKUTEAU CIIEIIIHO 3aPhIBAAU B 3€MAIO XA€0, 3€pHO, AeHBI'M U BelllH, a B Xpa-
MaX BCe MOAMAUCH 00 U30aBA€HUM YKPAUHBI OT HAllleCTBUS BPAroB IIPaBOCAABHUAL...

— Uto?! — Kapa mopCKaKUBaeT U XBaTaeT 3a BOPOT HECUYaCTHOTO IIAeHHUKA. — AX, OH
Mep3aBel! [Topaen! Heropsii!.. — y TOJKUAOTO XOXAQ OT CTPaxa IIOAKAIINBAIOTCS HOTU. — 51
yOBIO ero! — KOPOAb HeHaBUALIIle CMOTPUT B AUIO Kadaka. — M Tebsa yosro! CTpaska, pac-
CTPeAsiUTe ero HeMeAAeHHO! ..

I'BappeNIIbI-OXPaHHUKY BPBIBAIOTCS B ITAAQTKY, CIrpebaroT obecriaMsaTeBIIero OT yKaca
ManAOpoOCca B OXAINKY U, CTyda CalloraMy, BLIBOAAKUBAIOT ero BOH. KOPOABL BEIXBAThIBAET U3
pyk llmappe rpaMoTy 3A0CYaCTHOTO reTMaHa U Irpy0o pyraercs. 'eHepaabl YHBIAO MOAYAT.
HeBpaneke pasparoTcs XAOIKHU PY’KeHMHBIX BEICTPeAOB. Kapa HepBHO MeueTcs II0 ITaAaTKe:

— YUépToB x0x0A!.. OH Hac Taku NPOBEA!.. — TPO3UT KyA@KOM. — A BCE 3TOT IIOABCKUHU
KOPOAB, KOTOPBIM IIOCTOSTHHO TBEPAUA MHe, YTO Masella HEHaBUAUT PyCcCKoro naps!.. — oo6-
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pamaercs K [HIaunnenbaxy: — Ckaxu, BoabMmap, Tebe He KaxxeTcs, uyTo CTaHuUCAaB U Ma-
3ella B CTOBOpe?..

l'enepan KauaeT rOAOBOM:

— Sl Tak He pAymaro, Barmte BeandecTso...

— TToASIKM ¥ XOXABI CAUIIIKOM HEHAAEKHBIM HApOA, — BCTylaeT B pa3rosBop LlITtakeas-
Oepr. — Te u Apyrue Bcerpa BeAyT ABOMHYIO UTDPY...

3a TOHKUMU CTeHAMU ITaAaTKM Pa3pa€TCsl TPEBOJKHBIN TyM. BHYTPE 3arASIABIBAET 9aco-
BOM:

— Bame BeanuecTBo, TaM no¥iMaAm Ae3depTupal.. OH yBepseT, YTO CAYKUT B KOpIIyce
reHepasa /\eBeHTrayImTa...

— I'ne ou? Bepure ero!..

Ae>KypHBIe IBapAeMIIbl IPUBOAAT coapaTa. OH B pa30pBaHHOM MYHAHWPe, C Hacllex Iie-
PeBI3aHHOM TOAOBOY, CAllOTM YHU3aHbI KOMBSIMU 3aCOXIIIEHN I'PA3H. ..

— OTKyAa ThI? — >KMBO BOCKAUIIAET KOPOABL. — Pa3Be ThI Ae3epTup?..

— Her, Bame BeanuectBo!.. fI u3 Kopnyca reHepana /\eBeHraymnra, Opurapa moAKOBHU-
Ka lIItand... — ¢ TpyAOM panopTyeT coapaT. — PapoBoit Opuk CyHACTPEM...

— TblI X0Uellb CKa3aTh, 9YTO BBl Pa30MAN PYCCKUX ?.. — TOAOCOM, IIOAHBIM YBEPEHHOCTHU
U HaAEXKABI, AOTIIBITEIBaeTCsI MOHapX. COAAQT OITyCKaeT TOAOBY:

— Her, Bame BeandecTBo... Pycckue pa3ouau Hac...

Kapa He BepuUT CBOUM yIlIaM:

— IMocroit! He cnemtu... Tel ucnyrancs u Bcé nepenyTtan! Bepab Tak?.. — OH IIOAXOAUT
OAmke. — Tebsg OTIPABUAU C Te€M, YTOOBI THI COOOIIMA HaM O MoOeAe MIBEACKOTO OPY»Kus!
YTO MOCKOBUTHI HAKOHEI] Pa3rPOMAEHHL...

PsapoBol ymopHO 60pMOUeT:

— Het. MBI npourpanu...

— He moxeT 65ITB!.. A 9TO C caMuM /AeBeHTrayIIToM U TOAKOBHUKOM IllTarem?

— ITOAKOBHUK B34T B IIA€H, a TeHepaA yclleA 6e>KaTh...

Kapa onyckaeTcs Ha TaOypeT. /13-3a cTeH ITaraTKM AOHOCHUTCSI KaKOe-TO CTpaHHoe, He
OYeHb BHATHOE, HO OIIyTUMOe OeCIIOKONCTBO. BAPYT IIOAOT IaraTKKU OTKUABIBAETCS, U Ha
IIOpoTre BO3HUKAaeT /AeBEeHTayIT. XyAOM, OOPOCIINH, B U3MATOM MYHAUPE U HEUUIeHbIX Ca-
Iorax...
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CpeanHa OKTAOps. AeBoOeperkHass YKpauHa, ropopoK barypun. ITomectbe Ma3zemnst.
B ropHuiie caMm MaArOpPOCCUMCKUM BAQABIKA U €ro IAeMaHHUK BoliHapoBcKuii. ['eTMaH BO3-
Oy>KAEH U pa3p0CapOBaH:

— Taxk ThI KaskKellb, M0 Iapb pa3duA IIIBEALCKOTO TeHepana?..

BoriHapoBCKUM BUHOBATO OTBEYAET:

— Taxk. BuH ero pasrpomus y npax... M 3abpaB yBechk 0003... VI pyIIHunsl, u Nopox, u
rapMarhbL...

Ma3zena ropecTHO KauaeT TOAOBOII:

— WM nponuTaHHAg TAK 3a0paB?..

— Ora... Ycé, mo Tam OyAO... — B TOH €My OTBedYaeT NAeMAHHUK. — MaOyab, HaM HD
Tpa0a 3 KapAoi BsizaArnch?.. Ha 1110 BUH HaM?..

— XTO 3Hae, XTO 3Hae...

— M>3H3 AOHICABL, 1110 caM MeHBIIMKOB y baTypuH XO4ue IpUUXarh...

— Cam Menbpmukos?!.. Tel He Opentems?.. — nyraercsa Maszena.

— Ora... BuH, — noaTBep>KpaeT MAEeMSIHHUK. OTa HOBOCTb TIOAXAECTBIBAeT reTMaHa. OH
Cpa3y HauMHaeT Paclops>KaTbCs:

— Ocb 11910 H3 Tpaba... Hu ax! Hu y koeM pase!.. — HepBHO TepeOUT CBOM CUBBIN YC.
— AaBall 3poOMM TaK: ThI IOEASIIb K MEeHBIINKOBY y IITA0 U KaKelllb MY, 1110 F'eTMaH A0JKe
3@aHEeMOr... — KpecTuTcsa. — Bun npu cmepru... Ero yBe3ast u3 baTypuHa y Bop3Hy U mO4anbl
Cco0OpPOBaTh, Uyelllb?.. Xall BOHBI AyMalOTh, 1110 HaM HU AO TOTO... UXaTh MBI XOTEeABI Ha CBaphl
1aps ¢ kKopoaém! Hac cam rocniopb ipu3sbiBae!l.. Och Tak... — reTMaH AOBOABHO TTOKPSIXTHIBA-
€T, YAOBAECTBOPEHHBIU CBOEH XUTPOU YAOBKOU. [TheMAHHUK coOupaeTcs ¢ Mpicaamu. — Hy,
KOXaHBIN, YeKaTh HUKOABI! — IOACTErMBAET ero AdAd. — CTpuMail mIBBIAYE A0 MeHBIITNKO-
Ba... AonnobaueHHs!..

BoWHApOBCKUM MMOAHUMAETCSI U YXOAUT. [[eTMaH HECKOABKO MUHYT CUAUT B PA3AyMbe,
IIOTOM O€PET B PYKU «AIOABKY» U 30BET:

— OH, xaromuel! ..

[MosaBAgeTCSA TaUAYK.

— Aati BurHs!..

CAayra BEIXOAUT U MUTOM IPUHOCUT FOPSITYyIO AYy4nHY. Masena >kapHo 3aTarusaercd. OT
IIopora AOHOCHUTCS YaCTBIM CTYK CAIlOr. XO351H BBIIIyCKaeT CTPYIO FOAyOOro AbIMa. B ropHu-



BAAAUMHP BACUAHMHEHKO. MBMEHHHWK PYCCKOI'O LIAPA 17

11y BXOAAT OpauK, Heuens, 'oppuenko, 'araras, ATIOCTOA...

— 3A0POBEHbKM OYABI, IaH reTMaH!.. — OHM Bpa3HOOOM IPUBETCTBYIOT X0351MHa. Ma3ze-
I1a COAMAHO KUBaeT B OTBET:

— AgKyto, maHoBe poOopoputictBo! Cuparite, OyAbTE AQCKOBHL...

He>xpaHHBIE TOCTU YMHHO YCA’KUBAIOTCS, XOTSI B MX ABMJKEHUSIX 3aMeTHBI TpeBoTra U
PacTepsIHHOCTD. ['eTMaH CIIOKOMHO KYPUT, ¥ IOAKOBHUKH, TASIAG Ha HETO, TO’Ke BEIHUMAIOT
TpyOKH. Ma3sella MOAUa KMBAeT Ha KapTy3 ¢ TaDAKOM, CTOAIIUN Ha CToAe. ['oCTH ITo ouepean
HaOWBAIOT CBOU AIOABKU. XO3HUH KAUYET:

— OU, xaonde!.. — NOABASIETCS TOT Ke cayra. — Aal maHaM BUrHs!..

U BHOBB B XOA HAET AyumHA. [IOAKOBHUKM NepepaloT eé U3 PyK B PYKH, U CKOPO BC4H
TOPHUIIA 3aCTHUAQETCS 0OAAKAMHU I'yCTOT'O AbIMa, CAOBHO IIOA€ B MOMEHT >KeCTOKOY OUTBHL...

— Tapubili TIOTIOH!.. — 0A0OpPUTEALHO 3aMeuaeT ['araraH.

— MocKaAu HIBEABCKOTO reHepaAa A0OpPe MOKOAOTUABL... — HETPOMKO M KakK Obl HEB3Ha-
vaii 6pocaeT OpAUK.

— CABIXaB... — HEBO3MYTHUMO COTAQIIAETCS XO351H.

— IIo 6yaeMo poOUTH?.. — He BEIAepsKUBaeT Heueab. Maszerna He TOPOIIUTCS C OTBETOM.

— Ko3akoB nopbiMaTh Tpebal.. — He AOKAABIIUCE CAOB X0O35IMHA, BOCKAUTIAeT ['opaneH-

Ko. — Uttutk Ha ponnomory Kapae! e He nu3HO!..

OcTaabHBIE COCPEAOTOYEHHO MOAYAT. Y CEPAHO COCYT CBOU AFOABKH.

— IIlo moBuuTe, naHoBe? — Ma3sela 4yTb 3aMEeTHO yCMeXaeTcsd. — 3a MOe0 CIIMHOM
XOTUTE CXOBATUCE? A MOTUM TUXECEHBKO A0 AOMY TUKATh?..

— Kaxxy T203 npgMo, IaH reTMaH, — He BhIAepsKUBaeT ['araraH, — HD XOTITh 3HAUHBIE
KO3aKU CO IIBeAAMU OpaTaTUCh... Y UX Bepa IIoraHa — TaK BOHBI KaXKyTh!

— BoapHo, He ’KeAaloTh, — MOAAEPIKUBAET cocepa ATIOCTOA, — M MOM KO3aKU TIXK...

3anopo>XCKUY aTaMaH ['OpAMEeHKO MallleT pyKOM!:

— Hb cayxalt ux, naH reTMaH, 3alIOPUIKIIBL YCU, SIK OAWH, 3@ TOOOIO IIUAYT!..

X0341H KadaeT 'OAOBOM:

— TBowux 3anmopuxiien, KocTb, Alo’Ke MaA€HBKO...

Aotore morvaBmmii OPAUK BADYT BMEIIMBAETCS B TOPAYUN CIIOP:

— A MaOyAp, IaHOBE AOOPOAUMCTBO, H3 Tpeba Ko3akaM Kapay B Apy3bs CBaTaTh? Xau
BUH OCTaeTCcsa BOporom!..

[ToAKOBHMKY HEIIOHUMAlOIle B3UPaloT Ha Hero, ¥ TOABKO OAMH Ma3zela cpasy noHuMa-
€T, KyA@ KAOHUT ero reHePaAbHBIN ITUCAPb.

— Ot 113 poOpe! — mop ycaMm reTMaHa MeAbKaeT OA0OpUTeAbHad ycMmenika. — Cra-
cubu 1905 3a mupoe cAoBo, [uaun! — nmoBopaunBaeTcs: K OCTaAbHBIM: — CAyxalTe M3H)I,
naHoBe!.. CayxaliTe Ta pa3yMelTe... 3pOOUM TaK: CKAUKANUTe KO3aKOB Ha BUMHY, TUABKU HI
IIPOMOBASUTECH 3 KEM...

— SIK H3 IPOMOBAATUCKH? .. — yauBAgercs [araras.

— Ocb Tak... — Masena pAenraeT nay3y. — Xal BOHBI AyMalOTh, IIJO CO IIBeAAMHU... [ToTuM
paszbepémcs, AaCThb OOT...
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Komnern okrabpsa. beaopyccusa. l'opopok Crapopay0. CraBka Lllepemeresa. YTpo. Illepe-
MeTeB U MeHIIIUKOB, CBITHO ITI03aBTPakaB, OOCY KAQIOT IIAAHBI AAABHENIIINX AeUCTBUUN. MeH-
IIIMKOB PACCYKAQET BCAYX:

— T'ocypapsb B 4ecTb MOOEARI ITOA /A€CHOU OTCAYKUA OAArOAAPCTBEHHBIM MOAEOEH U OT-
0b1A B CMOAEHCK... Bce morudire ¢ 4eCThiO IPeAAHbL 3eMAe... Tellepb Hy KHO IPUHUMATHCS
3a TA@BHOTO MPOTMBHUKA. 3a Kapayca...

— /\erKo CKa3arThb... BeAb OH NO-IIpe’KHEMY CTOUT Ha IIpaBoM Oepery AeCHBL U HU TIPY,
HU HYy... V1 94TO y Hero Ha yMe — HHKOMY He BEAOMO...

— A 4gTO OBI TH AeAan Ha ero MecTe, bopuc I'lerpoBudu?.. — MeHIIUKOB YellleT 3a YXOM.
— lNopxpenaeHus y HETO HET, IPOBUAHTA TOJKE...

— Ho cpaBaThcs He pAyMaeT — M MUPa He IPOCHUT...

— Wb, gyero 3axoTea! Aa 9TOT MIBEACKNM OaXBaA CKOpee CAOXHET, YeM TTOMAET Ha MU-
poByto!l.. Kak, MOA, TaK — AYUIIYIO B MHUPe apMHIO IIOCTaBUAA HAa KOAEHU KaKas-TO AUKas
Mockosus! ITo3op Ha Bcto EBpony!..

[ITepemeTeB coraaliaeTcs:

— Kapay 3T0 Kak KOCTb B TOPA€... 3eA0 CAMOAIOOMB MOHApX CBEHNCKuUM!..

— Hy, u 6ec c szuM! — MartreT pykoro MeHIINKOB. — A HaM-TO, TPEIIHBIM, UTO AeAATh?

To>ke cUAETE, Kak OIIsITa Ha OepEe30BOM ITHe?.. — ocMaTpuBaeTcs BOKpPyT. — Hap Hamu, caa-
Ba Oory, He Kamnaer... M Tenino, U CBETAO, U CBHITHO... [Toeay-Ka 4, IToKaAyH, K 3TOMY CTapOMy
XOXAY...

— K Ma3zene?.. — nepecnpaninBaeT eabAMapIiiaA.

— K uemy... UTo-TO OH, U€PTOB AUXOAEH, HbIHUe coBceM 3aTauncs!.. A ToacToi usz Kosn-
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CTAQHTUHOTIOAS TIHCaA, OYATO MPHUCIEITHUKYA Ma3elrHBl K XaHy KPBIMCKOMY HaMEAHU BBI-
AQ3Ky A€AaAM... — MEHIIMKOB HaKUABIBAET Al M HaAeBaeT MIAAIY: — TOABKO 3a KaKUM
0ecoM OH UX TyAd 3aCBIAAA?.. — IIOBOPAYUBAETCS U BBIXOAUT.

Bo ABOpe ero >KAET 3acépraHHas AOLIaAb M 3CKAAPOH rycap. MeHIIMKOB y>Ke HaMme-
peBaeTcs CecTb B CEANO, HO TYT C YAUIIHI IATEPKA APAryH BBOAUT CBSI3aHHOTO YeAOBEKa B
IIOABCKOM Ka(pTaHe.

— Barire mpeBOCXOAUTEABCTBO, — OOpallaeTcs K reHepaAy Kanpaa. — MBI Aa3yTuyuKa
norManu!..

MeHIIUKOB CMOTPUT Ha IAeHHUKA.

— S mAeMAHHUK reTMaHa Masensl, — TOBOPUT TOT, — BoMHapOBCKUM... Bl MeHS He
IIPU3HAETeE, Ballle IPEBOCXOAUTEABCTBO? ..

MeHIITUKOB BrAIABIBAETCS IPUCTAABHEN:

— PasBskuTe ero!.. — IAeHHUKA Pa3BA3BIBAIOT. — THI CAM BUHOBAT, AFOOE3HBIU APYT!
3ayeM Ha TeOe MOABCKOe IAaThe?.. Huuero Apyroro, 4To AM, He HAIIAOCKH?.. KaKuM BeTpoM
3aHeCAO TeOs CI0AQ, ATOOE3HBIN MAeMIHHUK ? U UTO TTOAEABIBAeT TBOM AOPOTOM ASIAST? 3A0-
POB A ?

— Ban CrenaHbly AIOJKe 3aHEMOT... 3aHEAY KUA. ..

— A 4TO C HUM IPUKAIOYHUAOCE? — OYATO OBl YYaCTAMBO IOAXBATEIBAeT MeHIITUKOB. —
51 6BIAO COOpAACST HAaBECTUTh €ro, — IIOKa3bIBAeT Ha CBOIO CBUTY, — 4epe3 MUHYTY-APYTYIO
MBI YK€ AeTeAU OBI IT0 Aopore B baTypuH, BOT Tak...

— Ero nepeBe3au B bop3Hy, — IpopOA’KaeT CKOPOHO ATATh MAEMIHHUK. — Tyaa AOA-
>KeH npuexarhb 13 KrueBa apXmenuckoIr, A9AK COOOPOBAThE...

Y MeHIINKOBA BLITITUBAETCS AUIO:

— CoboposaTth?! Pa3se Bcé Tak xypo?!.. Hy, He myratt Hac!..

BoiltHapoBCKUI MOAYA KMBAeT FTOAOBOM.
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Konern oktabpsa. AeBoOepeskHasag YKpauHa. barypun. Ha yauiiax ropopoka TECHUTCA U
LIYMUT Ka3allkoe BOMHCTBO. SIBUAUCH MUPIOPOACKUM, KOMIIAHENCKUM, IIOATABCKUU IIOAKHA
1 3aIIOpOXKIIBI BO rAaBe ¢ KocTtelt 'opapnenko. [Toka Kazaku OpaTaroTcsa U BeCeAo Dararypsr,
IIOAKOBHUKY COOPAAMCH B IOMECThe TeTMaHa U pellaioT, KakK UM AAAbIIIe ITOCTYIIUTh?

— Tagero TaHyTB? — HacTauBaeT ['opareHKo. — Tpeba UATH A0 MIBeAOB U ycé!.. [Toku
MOCKAAM HaC HD 3yCTPUABIL..

— A TBOU CeueBMKU 3HAIOTh, KyA@ BOHBI IUAYTH?.. — XUTPO COIIYPUBAETCS IAaBHBIN
0003HUYUN (MHTEHAQHT) AOMUKOBCKUHN. [OPANIEHKO OBET cebsl B IPYAb:

— 31 MHOIO XAOMIIBI TUAYT B OTOHB M BOAY! ..

— lNomepBy MBI IUAEM Y BOAY... — IIOAXBATHIBAET reTMaH.

— JK y BOAY?.. — YAMBASETCS MUPTOPOACKUM IIOAKOBHHUK AIIOCTOA. Ma3sena HalloMu-
HaerT:

— Hawm Ttpeba nepetitu CeiiM, motuM AecHy. ABU PEUKH...

— A HIBeABI TAe CTOSATB?.. — yTOuHseT Yedeab. [[eTMaH CMOTPHUT Ha HETO:

— Bonsbl cToATh Ha TpaBoM Oepery AecHBL... TUABKH THI TyAQ HE MUAEIIb...

— Lo mouemy? — yauBasieTcst Heueab. — Mou CEpAIOKU BOABL H3 3ASKAAUCH CpoAy!.. S
1I3TO HA MOMHIO...

CobpaBiirecs MOCMEUBaIOTCs, 3Has, YTO reTMaHCKas cTpayka He OOUTCS HUKOTO U HU-
yero, KpoMe CBOEero X03siHa.

— BbI ocTaerech TyTa, — oTpybaeT Masena. — BaTypuH 6pocaTh H3 Tpebal..

— A ckakxu, OyAb AQCKQ, NTaH TeTMaH, — AIOOONBITCTBYET KOMIIAHEMCKUM ITOAKOBHUK
Fanaras, — 4u H3 THI XOUelllb CBOUX ASIXOB IIBeAaM yCTynuTh? I1]o Taka?..

OT HEeOKUAQHHOCTH IreTMaH He Cpa3y HaXOAUTCS C OTBETOM, HO CTOUT eMy IlepeBeCcTHu
AyX, KakK B 3aAe BAPYT IOSIBASIETCS B3BOAHOBAHHBIN U PAaCTPENIaHHbIN BolTHapOBCKUM:

— ITan rerman!.. [TanoBe moAKoBHUKHU!.. CIOABI MeHIIINKOB cKaude!..

3aroBOPIIUKU B3PLIBAIOTCH.

— Sk craue?!.. — BckuppiBaeTcs 'opareHKo. — Tpeba BOpOTa 3aKpEIBATh Ad FTapMaThl
K 000 TOTOBUTH!..

Bce pazom mopHUMAaIOTCST Ha HOTH.

— TeTb!.. — HEOKUAQHHO TPOMKO U TPO3HO BOCKAUITaeT Maszena. — Huuoro Ha Tpeba
pobuts! — obpallaeTcs K IAeMIHHUKY. — A3 ThI €r0 6aunA?..

— ¥ Crapoay0e... — UCIYTaHHO OTBeuaeT BOMHAPOBCKUU.

— Tel eMy cKa3aB... — reTMaH AeAdeT Iay3y, — 1o g nomuparo? Ckasas, 9u HU?..

— Cka3zas...

— A Bun?.. lllo BuH OoTBETUB?!..
— MeHIIMKOB IBITaB, A3 T30 ToxoBatoT?.. Y bop3He un y Barypune?.. A IllepemeTeB
KaxeTsb, 110 y [Tedepckolt AaBpe... TUABKH TaM T303 MUCTO....
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— A 49K >Ke ThI TOBEAAB, 1110 BUH CIOABI CKQUeT?..

— KoABL 9 A0 Hero npuckakaB — MEHIIMKOB Ha KOHS CaAuBCA... BUH A0 T905 mocre-
IIaTh XOTEeA...

— AToTUM? — He OTCTAET ASIAS.

— IToTuM BUH AO XaThI ITUIIOB U 5 3 HAM...

— Xay 6uc eMy y neu€HKH!.. — IPUCTAABHO CMOTPUT Ha CBOMUX COOOITHUKOB: — Sl Tak
PO3yMUIO, IAHOBE IOAKOBHUKY, Tpeba HaM 3 TOPOAY IIBBIAUE BBICTYIIATh... XTO €T0 3Hae, 110
KASITBI MOCKAAW HaAyMaAbI!..

Kazankue cTapIIMHBI BEIXOAAT Ha YAUILY. 3AECh X KAET ITyMHOEe U MHOTOTOAOCOe COO0-
puiiie. Mazerna ToAKaeT B 60K ['OpAreHKO:

— Pary#t, KocTh!.. Bean cBOMX XAOIIIEB, @ 3@ HUMU U BCU IIUAYTH! ..

— Ilo KoHaM, xAonnbll.. — 3BIYHO KOMaHAyeT ['opauenko. — C HaMu OOT U cAaBa Ko-
3amKkasal..

CeueBUKU CEANAIOT KOHEN, U, TAIAS Ha HUX, IPBITAIOT B CEAAA Ka3aKU [IOATAaBCKUE, MUP-
TOPOACKHUE M KOMIIaHeMNCKue... VX TAaBapu ToKe yCcakKUBaloTcd BepxaMu. CaM reTMaH, OTO-
3BaB B CTOPOHKY I'A@BYy CEPAIOKOB HedeAsd, 4TO-TO BHYIIAeT eMy. A BCS reTMaHCKas oXpaHa
— 3TO B OCHOBHOM KPEIIKMe U CUABHBIE TIOASIKM — CTapaeTcs He CMEeIIUBAThCS C OCTAaABHOM
MacCCOH...

Ho BoT 1 camoro Maszeny MOMeIIalOT B CEAAO, TAMAYKU BCTAaBASIOT HOCKH €ro Calor B
CTpeMeHa, 1 BCSI MHOTOTBICSYHASI OpaBa IaApJIIUX, OpslaloluX Opy’kKueM, pacKyprBaro-
IUX TPYOKH, OTXAEOBIBAIOMINX M3 (PASIKEK TOPUAKY, OecIlaballlHBIX U OTYaSHHBIX AIOAEN
ABUHYAQCh BOH U3 TOPOAQ...

Bo3ae reTMaHa CKyYHMAMCH €r0 OAMDKAUIIWe IMOMOIIHUKK — nucapb OpAMK, OOO3HBIHI
/AOMMKOBCKUM, FeHePaAbHBIN CyAbs UyMKeBUU (3aHABIIMU MecTO KadHEHHoro Kouybes),
nmAeMaHHUKY BotiHapoBckuit 1 OOUMAOBCKUM, aTaMaH 3anoposkckout Ceuu ['OpAUEHKO, TTOA-
KOBHUKU AniocTOA, ['anaran, 3earenckuyd, [Tokotuno, Ausoryd, Tomapa... [ToroBuHY cBOEM
AMYHOM OXPaHBI — CEPAIOKOB — OH TOJKe B3SIA C COOOM. A 0OOPOHATE pe3upeHITnIo Ma3enbl
— BaTypuH — OCTaAMCH OIIITH )Ke CEPAIOKM M 4aCTh Ka3aKOoB BO I'AaBe ¢ HeueaeM...

Ho BoT nocaepHME BCAAHUKYU MUHYAY TOPOACKYIO OI'PaAy, 3@ HUMHU 3aKPBIAUCE TSIKEABIE
BOPOTA U HaBePXy, Ha CTeHe, Pa30M BO3HUKAU OAUTEABHBIE AO30PHEIE. [IpocThle 0OBIBaTE-
AH, OCTABIIIHECS Ha ONIYCTEBIINX YAUIIAX, HEAOYMEHHO CyAQUar:

— Kyaa BOHBI TOMXAABI?..

— Ta mBeAOB OUTL...

— A YoMy BOPOTa 3aKPBIABI?..

— Ta 6uc ero 3Hae!.. — oTBeyaeT caMbIV AOTAAAUBLIN. — MalOyAb, IBEABL X ITOOBIOTH,
TOABI MBI TYT CXOBA€EMCHL...
— CxoBaemMcs? Hekati!.. — BOpUUT caMbIi HEAOBEPUMBLIN. — KOABI MOCKAAU Ha MHUA-

MOTYy H3 IPUCKAUyT — IIIBEABI HAC BUTHEM CITAAMT...

— A CepAIOKU-TO, ABIBUCH, HUKOMY CITYCKY H3 AQAYTH!..

— Ta 13 x Agaxul!.. BoHBI 1 3 T903 IKUPY 3HUMYTh! ..

F'opos>kaHe, B3BBOAHOBAHHBIE CAYUMBIIINMCS, He CIIeIIaT PACXOAUTHCS 110 AOMaM. A KOTAA
Ka3zallkoe BOMHCTBO CKPBIAOCH 3@ TOPU3OHTOM, K BOPOTAM IIPUCKAKaA 3CKaAPOH OPaBBIX I'y-
cap. Ha rpoMkmii CTyK U3 CTOPO’KEBOU BBIIIKY ITOKA3aACST HEAOBOABHBIN OXPaHHUK:

— TBI YOTr0O KOAOTHUIIE, CKAa’KEeHHBIN ?..

— OrTkpbiBaki BopoTa! — mpukasbiBaeT BaxMucTp. — Ciopa caM MeHIITUKOB epeT!..

— Hb» BaasHO!..

— Kak He Beneno?! — spwurcs rycap. — TBI ouyMeA, 9YTO AU, Aypbs Oarika?! 'oBopio
Tebe — caM MeHIInKOB!..

— Ta xoub cam TocIoAb 60T! — pPaBHOAYIITHO pOHSET CTpak. — HwuKoro myckarh HI

BOASHO, 1 ycél..

B aTO BpeMs K rOPOAY Ha PBHICAX IPUOAMIKAETCS APATyHCKUM IIOAK BO TAaBe ¢ MeHIN-
KOBBIM.

— B uém peno, OpaTiibl?.. — BHAS IIAOTHO 3aKPBIThIE BOPOTa, HEAOYMEHHO CIIPAllIUBaeT
OH.

— Barrle IpeBOCXOAUTEABCTBO, — AOKAAABIBAET BAXMUCTP, — 3THU YEPTOBBI XOXABLI HE
>KeAaloT HacC BITYCKATh...

MeHIIUKOB IOABE3KAET OALIKE:!

— 32#, kTto TaM?.. I3BOABTE OTKPBITE BopoTa! D10 mpukas!..

CTpa’kHUK OPET B OTBET:

— A M3H53 HauxaTh! Ka>ky BaM — H3 BIAJHO...

— TeI XOUelIb MyAIO IOAYYNTh, Ka3aK?.. — MEHIINKOB BEIHUMAET U3-3a MOSICa IMUCTO-
AeT. — A Hy, IO30BU cTapIIoro!..

Ha cTeHe moka3bIBaeTCs KOMAaHAUD CEPAIOKOB Heuean:

— Kro TyT mrymuTh ? SIKOoro 6uca BaM Tpeda?..

MeHIIMKOB y3HAET ero:
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— Taxk ato Tel, Heuenb? A rae TBOM X034UH?.. OH )KUB AU yJKe IIPECTaBUACHA?..

— JKuB 1 BaM TOro KeAQeTh...

— Tak npuKa>ku BIyCTUTh Hac!.. — HeTepIIeAUBO PaCIOpPssKaeTcd reHepan. — Y MeHs
K HEMY AEAO...

KoMaHAWD cepAIOKOB He ABUTAEeTCs C MeCTa:

— I'etmana y Barypune H3Ma...

— Arpe ou? B bop3He?.. — He oTcTynlaeT AQHUABIY.

— Hb» 3Haro... MaH? BUH HD AOKAAAQe...

— NapHo. IToTom pazbepéMcs... A TOKa BITyCTH HaC...

— Hba mmymry! — TBEpAO OTBedaeT rAaBHBIN CTpak. — Masera Hd BIAeA...

— TbI c yMma coménl.. — cBuperneet reHepanr. — Aa Mbl TeOs!..

YeueAb AerdaeT 3HAK PYKOM, UM HA CTEHEe MOSIBASIETCS COTHSI BOOPY’KEHHBIX PY’KbIMU
CEpAIOKOB, HACTaBUB UX Ha PYCCKUX.
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Konern okTa0ps. AeBoOeperkHast YKpauHa. [IpaBeiii Oeper pexku AecHbl. [lIBepckuit
Aarepb. YTpo. B mTabHOM TaraTKe cOOpaAcs BeCchb reHepaauTeT. Kapa, cTapasch He TEPSITh
IIPUCYTCTBUS AYyXa, 00APO OOBSACHSAET ITIOMOITHUKAM:!

— 41 moaararo, roCoAg, 4To BCE OOCTOUT He CTOAB YJK MPAdHO... [IpaBaa, MBI IOHECAR
YyBCTBUTEABHEIE IOTEPU U IIOTEPSAU TEMII HACTYIIAEHUS, HO U PYCCKUE IBHO BBIAOXAUCK...

— Y>Ke IOUTHU MecCAI], KaK OHU COBCEM He TpeBOJKaT Hac!.. — nmoarBep>kpaeT LIannmneH-
0ax. Ho renepan lllnappe He coraamaeTcs:

— A MHe KaykKeTCs, YTO OOOABIIATHCS 3TUM IIPEKAEBPEMEHHO... I CKAOHEH AOIYCTHUTD,
YTO PYCCKUM IJapb TOTOBUT HaM O4ePEeAHOU CIOPIPHUS...

— Sl coanmpapeH ¢ reHepanroM, — IopAepskuBaet llnmappe MHOrOONBITHBIN /A€BEHTayIIT.
— OTO 3aTHlllbe He CYAUT HUYEeTro YyTeIIUTEeABHOTO. ..

— Hy, xopomro. UTo BEI IpepraraeTe, TOCIopa?..

[Tochre MUHYTHOM IIay3BI CAOBO OepET MelpeAs:

— K coxxanenuto, Baire BeanuecTBO, y HaC TOABKO ABa BBIXOAA: BOEBATh AAABIIIE UAU
IIPOCUTH MUPA...

— Ilpocuts Mupa?! Y mockoButoB?!.. Hukroraa!..

B nmanaTky BOeraeT Ae>KypHBIN Opullep:

— Barmre BeanuecTtBo! Ha Tom Gepery nossBUAuChH pycckuel..

Bce coOpaBimecs pa3ouparoT Opy’kKue U BbIOEraroT BOH. Bech Aarepb y>ke Ha HOrax.
Oduriepsl ¥ COAAQTHL, Opslas Opy>KUeM, CEAAAIOT KOHEH, CIIEIIHO 3apsiyKaloT MYILIKETH U
NIPUMBIKAIOT HITHIKU. KOPOAIO U TeHeparaM IIOABOAAT AOIIaAEl, OHU 3alIPBITUBAIOT B CEAAA
U CKauyT B CTOPOHY peKH, IpuuéM Kapa AeTUT BliepeAr BCeX...

Peka AecHa B 3TOM MeCTe HEeIIUPOKQ, TAe-TO OKOAO IIOAYTOPa COTEH Ca’KeHel, 1 II03TO-
My €Ill€ Ha CKaKy BCe yCIIeBAIOT PA3TASIAETh Bpa’keCKoe BOMHCTBO Ha MPOTHUBOIIOAOKHOM

Oepery...
— Bartre BeanuecTBo, 3TO He COAAATHI!.. — AOTHAB KOpPOAd, Kpuuut LlIaunnenobax.
— Buxy!.. — He oOopaumBasack, paBKaeT Kapa.

[TpepBKyllleHMe HEMUHYyeMOU OUTBBI y’Ke BOBCIO OOypeBaeT HEYrOMOHHOI'O BOSKY.
OuyTUBIINCH ¥ CAaMOM KPOMKU BOABI, IIIBEABI OCA’KUBAIOT KOHEN.

— Bartre BeAndecTBO, OHU MOT'YT Hac o0CTpeAdTs!.. — npeayupexaaer Llnappe.

— Hwuuero crpamHoro... — BO3pa’kaeT MHOTOONIBITHEIN AeBeHraynT. — [Tyam cropa He
MOAETHT, a IyIlIeK 5 He BUXKY...

U BnpaBay, OOABIIIOE KOHHOE BOMCKO, CTPYAUBIIIeeCsd HAIPOTUB, OCHAIIIEHO TOABKO PY-
SKbSIMHU U CAOASIMU, ADYTOTO OPY KMl Y HETO He 3aMeTHO.

— Kro aT0o Takue?.. — HepoyMeBaeT Melaeas.

— OTto Kasaky, — orBeuaeT [lInappe. — Celyac MBI UX PA3TOHUM SAPAMMU...

[MMannnenbax MoKUMaeT IAeYaMU:

— Ho BepyT oHU ce0s AOBOABHO CTPaHHO! ..

KOpOoAB OTASIABIBAETCS U BUAUT, UTO €I0 COAAATHI — KOHHBIE U Ielllie — yyKe yCedaAu
BeChb Oeper II03aAu HEro U JKAYT CUTHaAd. A IPOTUBHUK U He AyMaeT POPCUPOBATH PEKY.
Boaee Toro — B caMoi I'yllle 4y>KOTO BOMCKA IIPOUCXOAUT HEUTO HENOHSATHOE: TaM KTO-TO
BBICTYIIaeT C peublo, ¥ BCe BOKPYT BHUMATEABHO CAYIIAIOT €ro...

— A Hy-Ka, IpDUBEAUTE TOTO Kallpaaa, — pacropsrkaercsa Kapa, — TOro, KOTOpBIA OBIA
B IIAeHY!..

Beck mBepcKul Oeper HEBOABHO 3aMUpPAaeT, KaK OYATO TOJKe XO04eT YCABIIIATh OpaTopa.
A 3TUM 0paTOPOM OBIA MAAOPOCCUUCKUUN reTMaH.

— BuabHble Ko3aku! [1lanoBHU rpoMapsgHe!.. Sl IPUBEA BAC CIOABI OT IIIUPOTO CEPALIA...
Hb> Tpeba Ham BOeBaTh 30 IIBEAAMH, Xall BOIOIOTh 3 HUMU MOCKaAu! L]3 BOHBI XOTATE THA-
YWHUTB BacC Ta 3pOOUTH U3 BaC PaOUB M XOAOIMB... A IIIBEABL AAAYTH HaM IIpaBa 1 CBOOOAY...
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XoanM, xopauM A0 HUX!.. — Ma3serna, cuasa Ha KOHe, YKa3bIBaeT PYKOIO Ha HETPUATEABCKUN
Oeper, — Ka3aKy, KpoOMe 3aII0POKIeB, CEPAIOKOB U I'eTMAaHCKOW CBUTHI, YTPIOMO MOAYAT. —
Yoro BBl MOBUUTE?.. X11Oa BaM HI Tpeba ITpaB Ta BOAU?.. A 4oro BaMm Tpeba?..

— HawMm Tpeba TukaTh A0 AoMy!.. Ha mo HaMm Taks pAuao?!.. — pasparoTcs OTAEABHBIE,
HerpoMKHe roAoca.

Mazena TepsieTcsi. OH B HeAOYMEHUU OTASIABIBAETCS Ha CIIOABUJKHMKOB, Ha I'PO3HBIX
CEPAIOKOB, HO TTOAABASIIOIIEE YNCAO Ka3aKOB HaUMHAET CTPEMUTEABHO pa3beraThbcs... L1IBe-
MBI Ha TOM Oepery y>kKe BBIKaTHUAU IIYIIKYU U 3allaAMAN (PUTHUAN, OAHAKO, BUAS CTOAL HEYAEP-
>KMMoe 0ercTBO, 3aCTBIAU B PaCTEPSAHHOCTH. ..

— Yro TaM npoucxopuT?!.. — HeropayeT Kapa. — HeysKeAu 3TU XOXABI YTO-TO 3aAyMa-
An?.. Kakou-To HeOBIBaABIN TPIOK?..

A BOKpPYT reTMaHa U ero OMOIIHUKOB, CKOpee BCEro, OCTaAaCh AMIIb AeCATas 4aCThb OT
OBIAOTO OTTOAYEHUS. TOABKO 3aITIOPOKITLI BO TAaBe C ['OpAMEHKO U BEpHBIE CEPAIOKHM OKPY-
JKaIoT ero.

— Barire BeanuectBo, — okaukaeT Kapaa rerepan lllmappe, — IpuBeAr TOTO CaMOTO
Karmpana...

Monapx o0OpaiaeTrcs K ObIBIIEMY IACHHUKY:

— TITocaymia, rBapAeell, CIIPOCH Y 3TUX AIOAeM, KTO OHM TaKHe U 4eTo XOTAT? MosKeT,
OHU NIPOCTO 3a0AYAUAUCH?..

Kampana moapXoAUT K caMol KPOMKE BOABI, CKAAABIBAeT AQAOHHU PYIIOPOM M KPUUUT:

— Iatil.. AoOpbI Atopu!.. 3BUAKUAS BBI U YOTO BaM Tpeba?..

Cpear CTOPOHHHMKOB reTMaHa 3aMeTHO OJKuBAeHUe. Masera ToaKaeT B 60k nrcaps Op-
AnKa. OH TOJKe MTOoABe3’KaeT K BOAE U KPUUUT B OTBET:

— MEulI — AlfopmHa reTMaHa Ma3zenbl ¥ TPUHUXaAl AO IIBEALCKOTO KOPoAsd Kapasbt!..

Kampan moBopaunBaeT rOAOBY:

— Omnu ot reTMaHa Masenbl u IIpuexaru K BaM, Baiie BeanuecTtso...

Kopoab ¢ mopo3peHueM BOIIpOIIaeT:

— ATpe )XKe caM HEYAOBUMBIN reTMaH?.. Ero HeT, 4TO AM? ..

[TepeBOAUMK, HAACAKUBASICh, KDUUUT:

— Ero BeABIYHOCTB CIIpalllyBaeTh — A3 CaM HE3AOBUBEIM reTMaH?.. Ero HaMa, 4m M107¢..

Cpear MaAOPOCCOB BO3BHUKAET HEAOYMEHNE, HO Ma3zera BAPYT PelIuTeAbHO Pa3ABUTa-
eT IINOTHYIO OXPaHy U CMUPEHHO IIPUOAMIKaeTCsl K Boae. KapAa 1 ero cBura Bo BCe raa3a CMO-
TPAT Ha Hero. Aaxke IIBEACKUE apTUAAEPUCTEL, AeprKaBliine Ha IpUIleAe BpaskecKui 6eper,
TTOAHMMAIOTCS C KOAEH...

Monapx IOAHOCHUT K T'Aa3y IOA30PHYIO TPYyOYy, HECKOABKO MUHYT CO3epIljaeT MarOpOoC-
CHICKOI'O BAQABIKY U POHSIET BIIOATOAOCA!

— OH AeNCTBUTEABHO CTap, HO AOBOABHO OOAD M KPEIOK... — OKAMKAaeT Kalpaha: —
Crpocu ero — 3a@4eM OH CIoAQ IBHACSA?.. UTO eMy HY>KHO?..

Ho He ycmeBaeT IepeBOAUMK 33aAaTh BOIIPOC, KaK Maselna caM I'POMKO OT3bIBAE€TCS
TTO-HEMEeIKU:

— Sl npuexan cay>xuth Bamemy BeandecTBy. Bepoit 1 IpaBaAOH. ..
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Komnern okTa6ps. AeBobepesxkHas YkpauHa. Cenao [Torpebku B AByX BepcTax oT Hosro-
poaa-Cesepckoro. I'To poopore KaTUT IOYTOBAsA KapeTa B COIIPOBOKAEHUN 3CKOPTA AParyH. B
Kapere pABoe — napsb I1éTp u peHmuk Kukun. Cayra MEUPHO APEMAET, a FTOCYyAapPb, HEOTPHIB-
HO TASIASL B OKHO, O YEM-TO COCPEAOTOUEHHO Pa3MBIIIASeT. DKUIIAK IOABE3KaeT K I0YTOBOMN
CTQHIIAY, U AOIIAAU, KaK II0 KOMAHAE, OCTAHABAMBAIOTCS. KMKUMH MIHOBEHHO IIPOCHINIAeTCS:

— Y>ke npuexany, [1étp Arekcend?..

— Ilpuexaan... ToABKO Kypa?.. — Iapb pacliaXMBaeT ABepPIIbl KapeThl. A Ha KPBIABIO
BBIOeraeT CTQHIIUOHHBIM CMOTPUTEAb. BHASI BOOPY’KEHHBIX BCAAHUKOB U BHYUIMTEABHYIO
durypy nacca>kupa, CMOTPUTEAB OT CTPaxa TepsieT AAp Peun.

— CKa’ku-Ka, AIoOe3HBIN, — copammBaeT [18éTp, — TAe HallU reHepaAbl KBAPTUPYIOT?..

CMOTpUTEAb KAQHAETCSI U MOAUYUT. B pasroBop BcTynaeT Kukus:

— Kayxkn, OyAb AacKa, IIaH IOIITaph, A3 Ba’KKKUe MOCKaAU JKUBYT? Po3ymeelnb?..

B Aulle CMOTpPUTEAS TOSIBASIETCS MBICAB M OJKMBAEHHE.

— Och TaM, — OH IIOKA3bIBAET PYKOM, — y TOM XaTHU... TaM BOHHI ycCe...

AEeHIIINK HaMepeBaeTCsl BEpHYTHCS B KapeTy, HO IJapb YAePKUBAET ero:

— TMorpéM memkoM... OTO 3KUNAK Ka3€HHBIN, IIyCTh €r0 UCIIOAB3YIOT 110 IPSIMOM Ha-
AOOHOCTH...

W, B COIPOBOKAEHUM 3CKAAPOHA BEPXOBEIX, [I6Tp OTIIpaBAIeTCA K YKa3aHHOMY AOMY.
A BeCTb 0 ero NpuOLITUY, HEIIOHATHO KaKUM 00pa30oM, y>Ke pa3HecAach 1o ceAy. Ha yauriax
Cpa3y NOSIBUAMCE U JKUTEAU, ¥ COAAATHI, B IIOSIC KAQHAACH Iapto. OH HEAOBOAEH:

— YépToBel X0xABI! KOTAQ 51 OTy4y NX IIOKAOHBL OUTE? BOT okasHHEBIE! ..
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KukuH, Hecs apCKUU CYHAYYOK, AYKaBO IIOCMENBAETC:

— WM aTo B papocTts, [1éTp Anekcenu! U aast corpeBa onaTh JKe... Hudero, He miepeno-
MaTcs!..

W3 ABepelt IPpOCTOPHOTO AOMA BBIXOAAT MEHITUKOB U ['OAUIIBIH — OYEBUAHO, YTO UM
TOJKE YCIIeAU COOOIIUTH O IIpresae Haps. [IETp He >Kpan YBUAETE PAAOCTH U BOCTOPra B AUILE
TOT'O U APYTOTO, HO KMCABIe (DM3MOHOMUU r'eHePaAOB CPa3y HaCTOPOJKUAM €ro.

— YTO-TO CAYUMAOCK?.. — CTYNIMB Ha KPBIABLIO, CPa3y CIIpalIuBaeT oH. — Kapa IOKOAO-
TuA lllepemeTeBa? Mau Bac o60ux?..
— A& Kak ckas3aTb, MUH Xepll... — IoXKuMaeT naedaMu MeHuInkoB. — CAYIHUAOCH TO,

YTO AOAKHO OBIAO CAYYUTHCH...

Focypaps 3amupaeT Ha nopore. HaBepHO, OH AOTQABIBAETCS, YTO UMeeT B BUAY AaHU-
ABIY, TOABKO He KeAaeT B 3TOM IIpU3HaThCA. M MeHIITNKOB MOAYMT, He PUCKYS AUITHUMN Pa3
KOAOTB eMy raa3da. M TyT 'OAMIIBIH pentaeT pa3psaAUTh HAKaAUBIIIYIOCS aTMocdepy:

— Magermna cOexkaa...

— K Kapay?.. — BbIpBIXaeT [1eTp.

— K Hemy... — noaTBep>RpaeT MeHIUKOB. — K KoMy Xe emé?..

Lapp cTpeMUTEABHO BXOAUT B AOM, IIOMOIIIHUKM CII€LIAT 3@ HUM. TaM OH PBIBKOM CAEP-
TMBAET C TOAOBEI IIASAITY, COpAChIBAET IIAAl... ['eHepaabl TPeBOKHO MoAYaT. [TEéTp AByMs I1a-
ramMu repecekaeT KOMHATY ¥ C Maxy CaAUTCS Ha TaOyper.

— 3HauuT, KouyOel OBIA IIPAB... — I'OAOC €r0 3BY4YMUT CAABAEHHO U FAYXO.

— Ilpas, MUH Xep1... — HETPOMKO COTAalllaeTcss MeHIINKOB.

ITocae 3aTsa>XHOM, TAXKEAOU NAy3bI TOCYAAPh BITAETCSI OCO3HATh CAYUYUBIIIEECH:

— Ho 3To AOIIOAAMHHO U3BECTHO?.. DTO HE CAYX, He CIIAeTHS, He HaBeT?..

— Kax nepep 6oroM, I'TéTp Arekcenu! Kakue TyT HaBeThI?.. — UCTOBO KpeCTUTCs ['oan-
IIBIH ¥ MEeHIITNKOB BCAEA 3@ HUM.

— Korpa cue cAyunnaochs?..

— Tpetbero pHg... — coobiaeT MeHIUKOB. — Ko MHe mpucKaKaa ero maeMsin BotiHa-
POBCKHMU — M TOBOPUT, YTO Ma3zema nomMupaet!..
— Kak nomupaet?! — HepoymeBaeT [18Tp. AaHHUABIY yCMeXaeTCs:

— OTO OH AAT OTBOAA TAas! HelHue-To Bcé m3BecTHO — Masena cobpancst 6ekaTh K
IIBEAAM U YCTPOMA 3TOT OararaH, YTOOBI BpeMs BBIUTPATh... A 1, MUH Xepll, KaK pa3 coOpaa-
cs K HeMy B BaTypun HarpsayTh!.. A BoHapOBCKUM TOBOPUT — IIPU CMEPTH, MOA, ASAs!
CobopoBaTh ero cooparuch, 3 KueBa caM apXUeNnuCKOII EAET. ..

— Bort crapsiit Myaa!..

— OmH cambiti!.. VM 11oKa TO, A@ C& — TIAEMSIIII ero JKUBO AQA TATY!.. YTEK BO BCe AOIIATKMU. ..
51 B3gA IOAK AparyH — u 3a HUM. [Ipuesskato B baTypun — Ma3sensl U caep IpocTeIAl.. Bo-
poTa 3anepTsl... Kpyrom oxpaHa... [AaBHEIN ero TeAOXpaHUTeAb HedeAb TOBOPUT, B FOPOA
IIyCKaTh HUKOTo He BeaeHO! U py’>Kbsi Ha HaC HaCTaBHA...

I1éTp yrounser:

— OH 0AUH, 9TO AU, cOerKaA?..

TyT B pa3roBop BCTynaeT ['OAnIIBIH:

— B ToMm-TO 11 Aeno, uTo HeT!.. C HUM OBIAO THICTY ABAAIlaTh BOMCKA: U peeCcTPOBLIe Ka3a-
KU, ¥ 3aIIOPOKIIEL, U CEPAIOKMU. ..

[1érp:

— OTo0 cuna ceprésHas! Kapay oHa OypeT HEAUIITHE!R. ..
MEeHIITUKOB:

— OT CHABI 3TOM OCcTaAcsa OAuH IIuK!.. OAHA BIIMBasi KOMaHAA! ..
— Kak Tak?..

— Korpa oru A0OpPaAnCh AO IIIBEAOB, TO BCe Ka3aKU Pa3be’KarriCh — OCTaAUCH CEPAIOKU
U 3@IIOPOKIIHL...

— Hcnyraaucs?..

— Amnu Het!.. OKazanroce, yTo Ma3sena yBéA UX 0OMaHOM... Ka3aku-To AymMaAn, 4To UX
BeAyT BoeBaTh ¢ KapaoM, a reTMaH NPU3BaA UX IIEPEUTH HAa CTOPOHY IIBEAOB... TyT BCE U
HavYaAOCh... YApaAu 6e3 orAsaRU!.. TOABKO MTBIAL CTOAOOM!..

— A OTKyA@ BEI 00 3TOM Y3HaAM?..

— K mam npubes>kan Ka3auui COTHUK, KOTOPBIM ObIA ¢ Ma3erou, u BCE, KaK eCTh, lepe-
DaA...

— CKOABKO AIOAEV ¢ Ma3enoi OCTarOCh?..

— COTHUK FOBOPHUA — THIIIU TIOATOPHI-ABE.

— A YTO OH UM IIOCYAHUAZ?..

— Kagacg, uto Kapa pacT uM nipaBa u ¢cBo0O0ay... boaee Huuero...

— 3 MOUX PYK OH IIOAYYUA BAACTh U A€HBI'H, a OT Kapaa OH HaMepeH IMOAYYUTh IIpaBa
1 cBoOoAy ? Cue KpaliHe 3aHUMATEABHO... A 3aUeM eMy BCE 3T0?..

MeHIIMKOB CMeéTCd:

— BaacTb u AeHBI'Y, MUH XepI], MOJKHO YBUAETH U MTOINyNaTh!.. A 4TO TakKoe — IIPaBo U
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cBoOopa?! Tak, — HapyBaeT ryonl, — (pyk u HUUero Ooable!..

— Kak noaaraere, rocriopa reiepansl, Kyaa Kapa HalrpaBuUT CBOU CTOIIBI ¢ — BOIIPOLIAET
Ierp.

— B BaTtypuH, KOHeuHO...

— Toabpko Tyaa, rocypapse... Ma3sena He TaKOU Aypak, YTOOBI UATH K IIIBEAAM C IIYCTBIMU
pykamu! Koe-uero oH, HaAO AyMaTh, 3apaHee IOAHAKOIIHA, 3araccs... 1 IpoBHUaHTy, ¥ CBUH-
11, ¥ IOPOXY...

— Torpa HaM HY’KHO ero oniepepuTh! KTo nepsee, TOT u npaBee, BepHO?.. Heab3s, uTo-
OBl 3TAKUH KYIII HEIIPUATEA0 AoCTaAcs!.. CaMUM B AypaKax Obl He OCTaThCA... BBl 00a U II0M-
Aéte! C 6orom!..
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Hagano HOs10ps. AeBoOepeskHast YKpauHa. [1paBeiii Oeper peku AecHEL. /Aareph IiBe-
AOB. B mrTabHOM naraTKe coOpascsd BeCh TeHEePaAUTET BO TAaBe C KOpoAaéM. HanpoTus HUX
cupuT Ma3sena BMeCTe CO CBOMMU OAVMIKANUITUMU CITIOABU>KHUKaAMU — OpPAMKOM, AOMUKOB-
ckuM, l'oppauenko, AnocroroMm, l'araranom. Cyada o BCeMy, pa3roBOp UAET KpalHe Halps-
SKEHHBIN U 3aTsKHON. O0e CTOPOHBI CTaPAaTEABHO IIPOILYIIBIBAIOT APYT APYTaA...

Kapa c HepoBepmeM CMOTPHUT Ha MAAOPOCCUMCKOTO BAAABIKY, IBITASICh TOHSATD IPUYUHY
€ro INOCTYIIKOB. PasroBop UAET no-Hemennku. OpAUK IIEPEBOAUT, OH 3HAET IIOYTHU C ACATOK
s13bIKOB. KOPOAB A€P’KUT B pyKaxX YHUBEPCaA, KOTAQ-TO OIIPOMETYMBO PACIPOCTPAHEHHBIN
Ma3zenoy, u CepAUTO CIIpAllINBAET:

— Kro counnun sty 6ymary?..

— 41, Bamme BeanuecTBO, — CMUPEHHO COIAQLIAETCS IFeTMaH.

— 3Aech IIpepAaraeTcs BCeM MaAOPOCCaM 3aphITh B 3€MAIO 3€PHO, AeHBI'M U BEIIU?..

Magzena HoKasgsHHO KMBAaET:

— MMenHO TaK...

W TyT KOPOAB AOCTAET ellé OAHY OyMary — MaHU@eCT, OOpalléHHBIA K CAMOMY IIIBEA-
CKOMY MOHapXy:

— AaTto? KTo aBTOp?..

— Toxxe g, — cTapblii reTMaH BUHOBATO CKAOHSIET TOAOBY.

— Tak yeMy MHe AOAJKHO BepuTh? ['Ae UCTHHA U TAe IIOAAAST, KOBAPHAS AOKb?..

— Barrre BeanuecTBO, s BEIHYKAE€H OBIA IMCATh 3TO, YTOOBI OTBECTU OT CeOsI THEB Iaps
[Tetpa... EcAu OBI OH YAUUYNUA MEHS B B3MeHe — He CHOCHUTBH OBl MHE T'OAOBHL...

— [NoueMy Ka3zaku OpOCHUAHU TeOs? ..

— Aywmato, Baite BeamuecTBO, 4TO OHU 3aMETHUAU FOTOBEBIE K CTPeAbOe ITYIIKU U IIPOCTO
HUCITYTaAUCh...

HIAunmen6ax mopCMenBaeTCs:

— TBOM BOUHEL, TeTMaH, He CABIIIAAU I'POMa ITylIeK ¢ VIM MHuAee NTeHbe IeTyX0B?

— A noueMmy 5TH, — Kapa KMBaeT Ha CTaplIMH, — U Te ABe THICAUYM He COeXKanm?..

— OTO MOU TOMOIITHMKY, MOS OXPaHa U 3alIOPOIKIIHL...

— He MHOTrO Xe y Te6s1 coOr03HUKOB! A ThI ncan, — Kapa norpsicaeT MaHudecToMm, —
YTO TOAHUMETCS BCsl YKpauHa!.. OHa TOABKO U JKAET HallleTo MPUX0Aa... ['Ae 9To Bcé?!..

— YeM BUH HI AOBOAEH?.. — He BBIpepKUBaeT ['OpaAMeHKo.

leTMaH oTBeUYaeT BIIOATOAOCA:!

— Hac 30Bcum Tpoxu...

— Iymai BUH Ho4YeKaeT... YCé 3allopuKbe pPa3oM MOAHUMEeTC! ..

— YTO OH rOBOPUT? — MHTEPECYeTCsI KOPOAL. Ma3zela NOsICHSET:

— OTO — MOM HaMeCTHHUK B 3anopoxckoi Ceun... OH yTBEPIKAQET, UTO Ha COeAMHEHNe
C HaMU UAYT THICSIYU Ka3aKoB... Hy>KHO HEMHOTI'O ITOAOKAATb. ..

Kapa cMoTpuT Ha reHepanos. LlInappe no>kuMaeT IAeYaMU:

— Hawm Goabllle He0OXOAMMO IMTPOAOBOABLCTBUE U TTIOPOX, UeM JKUBAs CHUAA... BoeBaThb MBI
CcaMU yMeeM...

Ero nopaep>kuBaeT /AeBeHIayIIT:

— Hemnaoxo O6bI 00ecIIedynTh COAAAT TEIIAOM OAEIKAOM. ..

leTMaH TYT >Xe 3aBepser:

— Barrre BeanuecTBo, BC€ 3TO IIpunaceHo y MeHs B baTypuse... V1 IpoBHUaHT, U IOPOX, U
TETAAS OAEIKAQ. ..
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Hauano HOs0pa. AeBoOepesxHasa YKpauHa. OkpectHOCTH BatypuHa. K ropoackon cre-
He cKaueT COTHUK MapKeBUY C OTPSIAOM Ka3akoB. EABa OH oKa3bIBaeTCcsa BOAU3U BOPOT, 13
HaABPATHOU OalllHU MOSBASETCS AO30PHBIN. MapKeBUY KPUUUT eMY:

— I'atil AoOpritt Moaoaerr! AP TBUM TOAKOBHUK?..
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Ha 30B BEIXOAUT HeueAsb:

— S Tyra. Horo 1963 Tpeba, COTHUK? ..

MapkeBuu CHUMaeT alaxy:

— IlaH TOAKOBHUK, THI H3 3a0yB, IO TPU AHS, KOTOPHI BaM AABaABl Ha PO3AYMbE, BXKI
KUHUYMAUCH? ..

YeueAb KaK OYATO He IOHUMAET:

— drue Tpu AHS?..

COTHUK IIBITAETCSI BPa3yMUTh €T0:

— Ta gk xe? 'eHepar MeHIINKOB Ka3aa, IJ0 Yepe3 TPpU AHU Hac y baTypun Tpeba my-
marTh!..

Yeuenb rpo3HO:

— Bac? Y BatypuHn?!.. — BEICTaBASIET KYKHII. — A II3T0 THI H3 OauuA?l..

MapkeBrY HapeBaeT MManaxy:

— Hy, Toast pepskuch!.. Topbl MBI Bac ycux nosouBaeM!.. HUKoro y >KuBBIX H3 OCTa-
BuM!.. [TpepaTeAus...

Yeyenab 3A00HO:

— AX TBI, MaTb TBOIO!.. MOCKaABCKUY TapAtoKo!.. Och T303!.. — cTpeaseT B COTHUKA U3
IIUCTOAETA.

MapkeBuY XBaTaeTCs 3a MIAEYO, eABa He Tlapas U3 cepra. Kazaku yaepskuBatroT ero. Ha-
YUHAETCs IIePeCcTPEeAKd, ¥ TOHITBI OTCTYIIAIoT. A BAAAeKe yrKe BUAHBI CTPOTHE PSIABL BCAAHU-
KOB U IIeXOTUHIIEB, CAEAOM 3a HUMU ABUXKeTCS apTuArepus. COTHUK, Koe-KaK AeprKach Ha
AOIIIaAM, BMECTe C Ka3aKaMH CITeIUT UM HaBcTpeuy. Ero 3ameuaeT reHepan ['oAntibiH, epy-
IIWU BO F'A@Be PYCCKOI'O BOMCKQ, U IIOCBIAAET €My HallepeXBaT aABIOTaHTa. TOT IIpUKa3bIBa-
eT Ka3aKaM [IPHUBEe3TH PAaHEeHOr'o K reHepany. ['OAUIIBIH OCTaHaBAWBAET AOIIAAb U TEPIIEAUBO
KAET. MapKeBWY, TPUKPHIBASI PYKOIO PaHy, CTapaeTCsI AEPKATHCST MOAOATIOM.

— Tebst Kpenko paHUAO, COTHUK?.. — YY4aCTAWBO CIIpAIINBaeT FeHepaa.

— CepAIOIKUM TOAKOBHUK YTOCTHA, Ballle IIPEBOCXOAUTEABCTBO!.. — MapKeBUY yABI-
OaeTcst u OAepHeeT.

— Aekaps cropal.. — komaHAyeT ['oaunblg u nprbdaBaseT: — He XOTST oHU HAc B TOpPOA,
IIyCKaTh? ..

— Hwukaxk HeT... — COTHUK BOT-BOT PYXHET Ha3eMb, HO €T0 IIOAXBATHIBAIOT Ka3aKH U Ile-

PeARIOT Ha PYKH IIOAKOBOI'O AeKaps. [[eHepan IpuKa3bIBaeT:

— BceM crogrs!.. [Tymku K 6010!..

Tpyout cur"Hanr. KaBarepus u nexoTa 3aMHparOT Ha MecTe. KaHOHUPHI BBIKATHIBAIOT
OpYAHMS, BBIIPATAIOT AOWIaAeU. AO TOPOACKUX CTEH OCTAETCS C IMOABEPCTHL. BHyTpu ropo-
A 3aMeTHO ABUJ)KEHUe, eT0 OOUTATEeAUN TOTOBATCS K 000pOoHe. A CHapy KU HaUWHAeTCs pas-
MepeHHas U AEAOBUTAs 0Capd: MyNIKapH IIPOYMIIAIOT JKepAaa OPYAUHN, BEIKATHIBAIOT SApa U
OOMOBI, TOTOBAT IIOPOX M PA3’KUTAIOT (PUTHUAU. ..

B 3aAHUX pSIAAX 3@aMEeTHO ABMJKeHHUE U ITyM:

— I'enepan MeHIIMKOB ckauerT!..

K T'oannpsiHy Ha peICAX IPUOAUIKAETCa MEHIIUKOB:

— Hy, uTo, Muxamao, He XOTIT AIXHU HAaC B TOPOA ITyCKATh?..

— Hu nop, kakuM Bupom! Harmrero napaaMeHTépa 4yTh He YOUAR!..

— Hy, AapHO, 4€PT UX AePH, He XOTIT — U He Hapo!..

Co cTropons!l baTypuHa B HallpaBA€HUHU PYCCKUX AeTUT O0MOa, IIapaeT Ha3eMb, OellleHO
KPYTACE... M He ycIieBaroT COAAAQTHI OPOCUTHCSA Ha 3€MAIO, C FPOXOTOM pa3peiBaeTcsa. CABIII-
HBI KDUKU U CTOHBI PAHEHBIX...

— Orous, pebsaral.. — kpuuuT MeHIIUKOB. — AalTe UM, HEUECTUBBIM, KXapy!..

W TyT >)Ke 3aKHUIIaeT 9pOCTHas, Oe3yAepsKHad Haab0a. BCé BOKPYT 3alIOAHSAETCSA ABIMOM U
aACKHM I'DOXOTOM...
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Hauano Hos10ps1. AeBoOepeskHasa YKpauHa. ['opoa ['AyxoB. Ha raaBHOM ITAOIIAAM-MaNAQ-
He, HeAAAEKO OT TAQBHOTO cOO0OPa, MAOTHUKM CKOAAUMBAIOT U3 CBEKECTPYTaHHOI'O AepeBa
BHYIIUTEABHYIO BUCEAUITY. BOKPYT TOATISITCS AOCY’KHe TOposKaHe U AeTBopa. Bce BO30yK-
AEHBI ¥ 03aAaUY€EHHBL...

— LI» pnd KOTO IIMOeHua?.. — AI0OOOIBITCTBYET CMa3AUBas MOAOAAS OaOEHKa.

— AASLKUHOK, — yCMeXaeTCs IIOKUAOU Ka3aK, — BOHBI TAKUX, 9K Thl, MOAOAOK, OYAYTh
BUIIIATh HOTAMM KBUPXY, — IIOA OOIIMN XOXOT 3aKAIOYaeT OH, — 11100 ycé OyAO BUAKO!..

— A Hy T303 K Oucy!.. — oTMaxuBaeTcd Ta.
— Lo prst Mazensl mOeHua... — TOBOPUT el ITOJKUAAS FTOPOKAHKA.
— Xuba ero NUUMaABI?.. — YAUBASIETCS MOAOAKA. EI11é 0AWH cTaphIl Ka3ak IpUOaBAsIeT:

— Hu. YTuK BUH A0 HIBeAOB... Ha mmOeHUITy TIOBUCAT €ro OIIyAAAO... MOCKaAu KaKyTh
— Yydeno...
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— A A dero?.. — U3yMAgeTcs MOAOAKA. OKpyrKarolliye SBHO He 3HAIOT, KaK PACTOAKO-
BaTh €1, B YEM CyTb IIO30PHOT'0 OOPIAQA.

— BuH naps npepan... — YHBIAO TBEPAUT ITOJKUAASA TOPOJKAHKA.

— XT10? Uyueno?.. — HepAOyMeBaeT MOAOAKA. CTaphIl Ka3aK CMeETCs:

— Hu. Cam Masermna... Ox, 1 AypHa TBuUs rorosal..

— Cam THI CTapeli AypeHb!.. 'yrapulllb AKych IKOAY!.. — pbIpKaeT MoaoaKa. M3pareka
AOHOCSATCS TOAOCA MaABUYUIIIEK!

— H-ro-ro-ro!.. Mazeny Be3yTs!.. Ma-3e-mry!.. PaTyiiTe ycul..

B OTKpEITEIE ABEPU COOOPA YNHHO BXOAAT COCTOSITEABHBIE TOPOJKaHe, KPeCTsI AOBL. XpaM
IIepenoAHeH. B mepBhIX pAgaax HAXOAUTCS CaM FOCyAaphb M €ro OAMJKaWIlIie CIIOABU>KHUKU!
HlepemereB, Menmukos, 'onunsie, Pennun, l'onoBkuH, Hladgupos, HOBEIM reTMaH CKOpO-
napckui. [lepep arTapéM, y JapCKUX BpaT, CTOUT KUEBCKUNM MUTPOIIOAUT CO BCEM CBOUM
KAUPOM. [TpOTOAMaKOH TPOMOTAGCHO BO3TAAIIAET:

— BaAarocaoBu, BAAABIKO! ..

MWUTPOIOAUT B OTBET:

— Baarocaosen rocniopb Oor Hat!.. HelHe 1 IpUCHO 1 BO BEKU BEKOB!..

Xop, CTOAIUN Ha KAMPOCE, IIOAXBATHIBAET:

— Amunb!..

ITpuxos>kaHe, BO raaBe C [apéM, UCTOBO KPECTATC. B 3TO BpeM4 Ha IIAOIIAAY ITOIBASET-
Cs IIanay, TAHYIIUU 3a COOOIO Ha BepéBKe uydyenro Maszennl. Ha HEM roaydas aHApeeBCKas
AeHTa U OyTadopcKue oppeHa. BaTara MaapumilieK O€>KUT CAEAOM, TOroda U KPUBAIACK...
YAm4YHa4g TOANA BCTPeYaeT BCE 3TO MOYTH IIOAHBIM OAOOPeHreM. MHOrHe HaBepHIKa BCIIOM-
HUAM MaCA€HUYHBIE TYASTHHUS, KOTAQ@ B MUHYTBL CaMOI'0 Pa3TyAbHOI'O BECEAbS] BCe TOPMOIIIAT
U BECEAO XTyT 4yueAo 3UMEL. [Tarau yMenAo 3aKMABIBaeT BEPEBKY Ha AePEBIHHBIN TAATOAb,
CPBIBAET C yydeAa FTOAYyOyIO A€HTY, IIYTOBCKHME HAaTPAAHL...

A B XpaMe IpOTOAUAKOH 0aCOM POKOYET:

— BaarocaroBeH 00T, BEUHO KUBYILIUN U OAATOCAOBEHHO IIapCTBO ero... 1160 oH Hakasy-
€T ¥ MUAYET, U HeT HUKOTO, KTO U30e’Kan ObI PYKH €ro...

Xop APY’KHO:

— Amunb!..

MUTpONnOANT:

— B ero pyke ayla Bcero KUBYIIEro U AyX BCAIKOU YEAOBEUECKOU IIAOTHU. Y HEro Mory-
IIeCTBO U IPeMyAPOCTh. OH MOKPHIBAET CTHIAOM 3HAMEHUTHIX U CUAY MOTYUYMX OCAAOAsdeT.
Ecau 60r He OTBPATUT 'HEBA CBOETO, TO MAAYyT IIpea HUM BCe TIOOOPHUKYU rOpABIHU. Bee oT-
CTYIIHUKYU 1 MAAOBEPHL...

Xop:

— AmMuHB!..

[Npuxo>kaHe KpecTaTca. MUTPOIIOAUT:

— CseT y 0e33aKOHHOTO IIOTyXHeT, U He OCTAHETCs UCKPBI OT OTHA ero. [ToMepkHeT
CBeT B IIaTpe ero U CBeTUABHUK yTacHeT Hap HUM. COKpaTATCA IIaru MOTYIIEeCTBa €ro, U
HH3AOKHUT ero COOCTBEHHBIM 3aMbICEA eTo, 100 OH IIOHAAET B CeTh CBOMMM HOTaMM, UM JKe
PacCTaBAEHHYVIO...

Xop:

— AmuHb!..

MWUTPOIIOAUT:

— Co Bcex CTOPOH OYyAYT CTPAIIUTh €r0 Y>KaCHI... FICTOIIMTCA OT TOAOAQ CUAA €T0 U TH-
OeAb ero He 3a ropaMu — OHA PSAOM C HUM... [TaMATb 0 HEM MCYE3HET C 3eMAU, UOO UMS €ro
He IIPO3BYYUT Ha NMAOIIAAU. VI3TrOHAT ero u3 cBeTa BO TbMY U COTPYT €r0 C AUIIA 3€MAH...

Xop:

— AmuHb!..

Bce kpecTaTca. MUTPOIIOAUT 3aBepIIaeT:

— Hu cbIiHA ero, HU BHYKa He OCTAHETCS B HAPOAE €Tr0, U HUKOI'O He YBUAAT B JKUAUIIAX
ero. O pHe ero y>XKacHyTCS IOTOMKU U HBIHE JKUBYIUAE OYAYT OOBATEL TPDEIIETOM. ..

Xop rpOMOTAACHO:

— AmMuHB!..

[TpoTOAMAKOH I'yCTBHIM, POKOUYIIUM OACOM BO3TAAIIAET:

— Mel, n3bpaHHble BO UM rocnopa Mucyca Xpucra, BCeHapOAHO BO3TAAIIaeM: MaAo-
POCCHUINCKOMY TeTMaHy, U3MEeHHUKY, KAITBOIIPECTYITHUKY, 3AOYMBIIIIA€HHUKY Mas3zene, —
TPOMOBBIM OacoM, — aHa-ge-mal..

Xop U BeChb KAUD:

— Anagema! Anacema! Anacgemal..

Bce mocmelniHo KpecTsATcs U B OTKPHITBIE ABEPU XpaMa BHUAHO, Kak dyuyero Masenbl
B3ABIMaeTCs Ha BHUceAmIily. Hapop B HEOOBACHHMMOM OJKHAAHBE UeTO-TO HEBEPOSTHOTO
YMOAKAQeT...
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CpepuHa HOs1IOpsl. AeBoOepeskKHasA YKpanWHa. Pa3opéHHEBIN ropopok baTypuH. Bepree
TO, YTO OT HETO OCTAAOCh... XOAOAHBIN BETep I'yAdeT Hap MeleAnlllaMyi U pa3BaAnHaMU. BbI-
TOPEAO M IMOPYIIEHO BCE, YTO OBIAO KOTAA-TO XaTaMHU IIPOCTBIX FTOPOJKAH, ycapbOaMu Ka3all-
KOM CTapUIMHBI ¥ OOTaThIM IIOMEeCTheM IreTMaHa, KOTOPOe OH TOPAO UMEHOBAA «3aMKOMY...

AeCATKH OCTaBIINXCS B JKUBBIX JKUTEAEM, CTAPUKH, JKEHIINHBI U AeTU, OPOAAT Cpepr
IIO>KapuIll, BOPOIIIa JKaAKHe OCTaHKM CBOMX U UY>KUX POAOBBIX I'HE3A, B HEIIOHSATHON HaAe-
>KA€ OTBICKATh UYTO-TO AOPOTO€ U IaMaTHoe... 1 He NCTOUIHBIe BOTIAY 1 IPUYNTAHNI BUTAIOT
HaA CTBIABIMHM PYWHaMH, a JKaAKUH, TTOYTH IeHSINY BON U BCXAHIIHL...

Ho BApPYT Ha TOpU30HTE OSBASIIOTCS IINOTHBIE IIIEPEHTH ATOAEH B CHHUX MYHAMPAX, ABU-
JKyIIHecsl yBepeHHO U I'po3HO. V1 OepHBIe OaTypHHIIBL, KOTOPBIX, Ka3aA0Ch OBbI, HUUTO He
TporaeT Ha 3TOM CBeTe, MTHOBEHHO YMOAKAIOT U Pa30M MCYe3al0T, CAOBHO PACTBOPIIOTCS B
TerAe U Tapu...

K ocTtaTkam OBIBIIEro ropopa IPUOAMIKAETCS IIBEACKOe BOMCKO. KOpoAb, Kak BCETAQ,
eAeT BIepeAr. A pIAOM C HUM — OBIBIITUY reTMaH. Tenepb OH 3A€Ch, KaK PaBHBIMN C PaBHBIM.
WM npaBo Ha 3TO eMy AQET CAYUIMBIIASICS Tparepns. Aake dysKe3eMHble TeHepaAbl HOHUMAIOT,
YTO CTEPTHIN C AUIIA 3€MAM F'OPOA, — BOTUMHA Masenbl — AQET eMy OTIIyIlleHUEe BCeX TPEXOB.
OH MOXXeT pAaKe MPUOOPEeCTU KOe-KaKOW MOPAABHBIMN KAallUTaA U BO3BBICUTHCA B UX 'Aa3aX...

3aMeTuB, 4TO Kapa U ero reHepanbl COYyBCTBEHHO HAOAIOAQIOT 3@ HUM, MAaAOPOCCUM-
CKMY BAAABIKA CHMMaeT I1alaxy, Pa3MallluCTO KPeCTUTCS U IlelueT MOAUTBY. Bce 3amupa-
IOT Ha MecTe. KapTuHa cBepIIuBIIerocs 6eACTBUS OOAee UeM BBIpa3uTeAbHA: COJK)KEHHBIE,
paspylIeHHbIe AOMa, HeIIpUOPaHHbIe TPYIIBL, CA€ABl OYICTB U HAAPYTATEABCTB...

Ma3zena roBOpUT NO-AQTHIHU:

— Bon Tam OBIA MOM 3aMOK... — B FA@3aX €Tr0 OAeCTST CAE3HI.

Kopoab 1 cBUATa BUAAT OCTOB IeTMAHCKOM yCaAbOBL. PadyMeercs, Hap ero pasrpoMom
OCa’KAABIIIME TIOTPYAUANCE 0CO00, HE OCTaBUB TaM KaMHs Ha KaMHe...

— MHe >Xaab Tebsi!.. — BIOAHE UCKPEHHE TPU3HAETCSI KOPOAbD.

BApyT Ha neneauiie OSBAsIETCS IOAYPa3AeTast, BCS B IIeIIAe U cake cTapyxa. OHa BO3-
HUKaeT HeBEAOMO OTKYAQ, CAOBHO HEKUIM MAaTE€PUAAU30BABIINNCSA AYX COKIKEHHOI'O TOPOAQ.
Oypusa mecTr 1 oTyasiHUS. Aa’ke ObIBaAble U OpaBble BOSKY, 3aBUAEB €€, HEBOABHO B3Apa-
IUBAIOT. A Ta, HA Ha KOro He oOpalllasg BHUMaHUA, UAET, 00Cad, 110 30Ae U EeIAY, IPAMUKOM
K TeTMaHy. M TOT, TAIAS Ha HeE, IlelleHeeT...

— SIBuBc4, BOpoH!.. ABUBCH, cKakeHHEIN!.. fIBuBCg, racnup!.. Hamry mormbeas 6aumnTh
npuckakas?!.. 11 9k BoHa T9037!..

— Ta TeI 11O, MaTBI?.. — BOCKAUIIaeT Masemna. — S >k Bai retman!.. Moske, TbI MOHD HD
nM3HaAa’?..

Kapa 1 cBuTa B HeMOM U3yMAEHUU HAaOAIOAQIOT 3Ty CLeHy. VM KakeTcs, 4TO Ha UX TAd-
3aX IPOUCXOAUT HEUTO AUKOe U HeOOBbsICHUMOeE. ByATO OBl HeKUM KOIIMApHLINA COH...

— Hanmsnana?! — crapyxa omjepuBaeT 0e33y0bli poT. — [Th3HaAQ, IK OOAYIIA€HHOTO!
Xuba HA ThI, 3ABIAEHB, HAC TyTa KMHYB?.. Ha pasznpaBy mMockarsam?! CaM yTHK, a MBI yce

3TUOABL.. VI AMABI, ¥ JKUHKHW, ¥ MaAble AWUTBHL.. — AUWIIO €€ UCKa’kaeTCs TPUMacoy OOAU U
mAada. Masera orrycKaeT TOAOBY.
— Byae IpORAAT TBI, HOTaHbIN IaBYK!.. [IIBeABCKUM ITEC... — MEAAEHHO II0BOPAYNBAETCS

U TUXO YXOAUT. KOCTASIBBIE ITA€UM HECUACTHOU COAPOTAIOTCS OT PHIAQHUM. ..

K NOAKOBHHKY ANIOCTOAY OCTOPO’KHO MPUOAM3UACS XYAOU, OOOPBAHHBIN CTAPUK C Ma-
AEHBKUM, 9yMa3bIM MaAbYOHKOM, IPOTATUBAs TOPCTHIO APOJKAINYIO PYKY. [IOAKOBHUK, He
KOAEOASCH, OTAQET eMY KOIIEAEK U YIaCTAMBO CIIPAIINBAET:

— BaTbKo, XTO Bac cuaAmuB?..

— MeHBUIUKOB... — OTBedYaeT Aep, OAArOAAPHO KAAHSASICH TOAKOBHUKY U 3a0AHO IIBe-
DaM.
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Aekabpb 1708 ropa. AeBoOepeskHast YKpanHa. [1o 3uMHel, 3aCHeKeHHOM AOPOTe B 3a-
KPBITOM BO3Ke €AeT roCyAapb BMecTe ¢ AeHIIMKOM KukuHeiM. O0a B AOOPOTHBIX IIyOax,
MeXOBBIX IIAIIKaX, YKPBITbIE MeABeKbel IIOAOCTBIO. AparyHbl B OapaHbUX MOAYITyOKax 1
Iankax, ¢ 0eABIMU OT MOPO3a AUIaMU, MOAYA COTPOBOKAQIOT UX.  PUBBI U YEAKH AOIIAAEN
LIeAPO YHU3aHBI MHEeM, a [1ap U3 HO3APEU BEIPBIBAETCSA OEABIMU OOAAKAMMU. ..

— Taxkom AtoToM 3uMEL, [1éTp AreKcend, — IIOKOAQUUBAs OAHOU PyKaBUIEH O APYTYIO,

— A@’Ke CTapUKHU 3AelTHUE He TIOMHST... — C YCMEIIKOU rToBOpuUT KHUKMH.

— OX, KaObl 3TOT 3B€PCKUM MOPO3 TOKMO OAHUX OBI IIIBEAOB AOHUMAA!.. — BAPYT O KPBI-
IITy BO3Ka YAQPSEeTCs YTO-TO YBECUCTOE U TBEPAOE, CAOBHO KaMeHb UAU KYCOK ABAQ... — UTO
3a ABSIBOABIIIUHA?.. — BOoCKAmIaeT [1éTp. — ['onoBa y Kyuepa HUKAK OTBAAMAACK? ..

KUKWUH CTYy4YUT B IepEAHIOIO CTEHKY:
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— Epmoxa, T 5kuB?.. )KuB anb HeT?.. OT30BUCH, HENTYTEBLIN! ..

Bo3ok BHe3anHo octaHaBAuBaeTcsl. OCTOPOKHO IIPUOTKPBIBAETCSI ABEPD, U B IJeAb IIPO-
COBBIBAETCS PyKa C MEPTBOU IITULlEU HA AAAOHU:

— TI'Agpn, 11apb-0aTIOIIKa, KaKOM MOAAPOK NPSAMO ¢ Heba cBaAuAcsa!.. MeHa 4yTOK He
IPUITUOAO!..

— OTo BOopoHa! — OOBABASIET AeHIIUK, a [TEéTP, Kak 3aB34THIM HATyPAAUCT, OEPET MEPT-
BYIO IITUILY B PYKHM U C UHTEPECOM paccMaTpuBaeT eé. KUKMH KprunuT: — 3aKphIBal ABEPH,
KpomMmelnHUK!.. Haii, He AeTO!..

Kydep 3axnroneiBaeT ABeph, M BO30K TporaeTcs. Llapb He0)KUAQHHO IIPOM3HOCHUT:!

— A B eBaHTeAMU CKazaHo: «[TocMOTpHUTEe Ha BODOHOB — OHM HE CEIOT, He JKHYT, HEeT y
HUX HU XPaHWAHWIL, HU KUTHUI], @ OOT IUTAeT UX...» — OH BEPTUT B PyKaX HEOKUAQHHYIO
AOOBIUY, IOTOM OCTOPOJKHO KAQAET €€ IIOA AABKY U TOBOPUT 3aAyMUMnBO: — [TpOrHEBUAM MBI
TOCITOAQ OKAsTHCTBOM CBOMM... 1 HacAan OH ¥ MOD, U TA@A, ¥ CTYXKY... HeyskTo 3To BCE HaMm B
UCTBITaHUE?..

AEHIIMK BTOPUT:

— Ha aeTy Beppb iTunia okoAeaal.. Hy u mHy!l.. Cka>k;u KoMy — He ITOBep4T!..

Bosok npubamkaeTcsa K ceay Benpuku. Hap HU3eHBKAMU, AO OKOH YTOHYBIIUMU B CY-
IrpoOax xaTaMU CTOSIT TOPUKOM AECSTKHU ABIMOB, U BCTalOIllee M3-3a TOPU30HTA COAHIIE eABa
IPOOMBAETCST CKBO3b 3aBeCy I'yCTOTO, MOPO3HOTO BO3AyXa. DKHUIIaK MOABE3KAeT K CaMo-
MYy IIPOCTOPHOMY A0MY. ['OCyA@ph M A€HIIMK BHITPBIIMBAIOT HAPYJKY U, HEe OCTAHABAMBASICh,
B30eraloT Ha KPBIABIIO. Ha XOAy OTpsicaloT BaA€HKU U PBIBKOM OTKPHIBAIOT ABEPb. B xaTte
TEIIAO M YIOTHO, TOPSIT CBEYH, Ha CTOAE IBLIXTUT caMoBap. ['eHepaa PeHH criemuT BCTPEeTUTh
1aps. ['1€Tp nepecTynaeT IOPOT U NBITAETCS IIePEKPECTUTCS Ha UKOHY B KPACHOM YTAY, T'O-
BOPS C YABIOKOI:

— BoTr HakazaHbe! AOO OKpeCTUTH He MOT'y — 3aAyOeA HAaCcKBO3b! AasKe A3BIK eAe BOPO-
yaeTcsl.

— A BOT caMOBap4uK roTos, [TéTp AreKkcend! — papyIIHO BOCKAUIAET reHepaa. — [o-
PSYEHBKOTO YaWKy C MOpO3a — caMoe pa3ato0esHoe peao! TIponry mokopHO...

Llapp cOpacsiBaeT 1IyOy W IIANKy Ha pyKu KUKWHA U CApAUTCA 3@ CTOA. PeHH caM Ha-
AUBaeT eMy 4dal. [1éTp Oepé€T cTakaH U TeCHO OOHMMaeT ero AQAOHAMHU, C HaCAAKAEHUEM
corpeBas UX.

— Hrinye K Tebe exarn — U HaAO TAKOMY CAYUMTCS — BOPOHA Ha ATy OKOUYPHUAACh U K
HaM Ha BO30OK IpHUIAack!.. Touno 6oMba CBAAMAACK...

— OTO0 OHa K IIBeAAM AeTeAd!.. — BIIOAHe cepb&3HO oTBedaeT PeHH. Llapb yaAuBAsieTCS:
— TuI B3anipaBaAy MAM Kak?.. LIIyTUTE U3BOAUIIIL? ..
leHepaa yAbIOaeTCs:

— Mory nokasgcTtecs, [TéTp Arekcend! — mocae ceKyHAHOU ITay3bl IpubaBageT: — OHY,
OepOAary, AOLIAAEU CBOUX €AAT, @ TPeOyXy U KOCTU Ha YAUILY OpOCAOT... BOT BODOHBE Typa
U BAAUT CO BCEX CTOPOH...

— LIBeaBI OT TeOsI B CKOABKMX BEpPCTax ¢

PenH yKa3beIBaeT IpsaMo nepep COOOM:

— B ABapllaTH IATH BepcTax, B [apsgde, CTOAT TPY IOAKA, — IIOTOM KHUBAeT BIIPaBo: — A
B TPUALIATH BepcTax, B PoMHax, crout caMm Kapa... C HUM BCe TAGBHBIE CHUABL...

Llaps HEKOTOpOE BpeMsI pa3MBIIIASIET, IOTOM 3aAYMYUBO IIPOU3HOCHUT:

— OHO, KOHEUHO, HeAb3sI UM ITIO3BOAUTE COEAUHUTLCST — IIOHEeXXKe OHM TeOs MOTyT pas-
AABUTH... OAHAKO JKe U CBOUX COAAAQT B TAKOU CBUPEIBIM MOPO3 HA YAUILY BBITOHATH HE XO-
yeTcs... PUCK 60ABHO BeAuK!.. — TTETp COKPYIIEHHO B3ABIXAET.

— WM uto?.. OcTaércs XKAQTh, II0OKa HEeIIpUSATEAb He CheCT BCIO CBOIO KaBaAepHUIO U He
BBIMPET OT TOAOAA Y XOAOAA? ..

— Kapa He TOT BOSKa, KOTOPHIUA OYAET CUAETH U BEDKUAATE. OH CKOpee YMPET Ha OCTpUe
IIIIaTH, YeM IIO3BOAUT YAYIIUTE Ce0s KOCTASIBOM PYKOU FOAOAQ. ..

— Tak 4To HaM OCTAaETCs, TOCyAaph?..

Laps 3aATIOM AOIIMBAET 4ail U BCTAET:

— AelicTBoBaTh. byAb 3aBTpa K yTpy y MeHsd B AebepnHe... CoOepéM BOEHHBIN COBET U
pemuM... — Kukuny: — Tyayn, ArekcaHAp!
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Aeka0Opb Mecdn,. AeBoOepeskHasd YKpanHa. Ceano Pomubl. CTaBKa IMIBEACKOTO KOPOASL.
B TecHoO xaTe HaOUAUCH Ka3aubU CTApIIUHLL. [Ipu cBeTe CaAbHOM CBeYH, IIOKypPUBasi CBOU
AIOABKY, OHU PACIIOAOKMAUCH IPUBBIYHBEIM IIOPSAKOM, KTO CHAS, KTO Aé)Ka Ha AaBKe, He-
Ope>XHO ITOACTEAUB AOXMAaThble 0apaHbU IIOAYILIYOKU.

'AaBHBIN 0003HUYNM AOMUKOBCKUM ITBITAETCS OTBECTU OT Ce0sI CIIPaBEAAUBEIE YIIPEKU:

— S1 AaBHO Ka3aB reTMaHy, 11100 BUH XOBaB IPONUTAHHS IIOAAAE OT MOCKAAEH. ..

— AKyABI? — YKPBIBIINCH 3aBECOM AbIMA, BO3pakaeT ATTOCTOA. — [TOOABIKe K AsiXaM?..
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— Bpem4 BUH yIIyCTHUB, — Tpe3BO 3aMeuaeT ['araraH, — TpebOa OyAO paHbIIle 3aUMHATH,
ane Ha 3aunHaATh 30BCUM!.. TOABI 6 1 J)KpaTBa OyAQ, M YCE K HaAOQ...

— Llapb BeAeB IMPOKASICTB €TI0 BO BCUX IJepKBax!.. — TpaypHO cooOIaeT reHeparbHBIN
cyAbsa UylikeBUu.
— Ero BXe Kpyrom KASIHYTh 6€3 po3AbIXy!.. — moaXBaThIBaeT AU30TY0.

[ToAKOBHUMKHU B TpeBOre 000pauynBaloTca K HeMy. Ho TyT pacniaxmuBaeTcs HU3Kas ABEPb,
U BMeCTe C KAy0aMu MOPO3HOT'0O BO3AYyXa B XaTy BXOAUT Ma3zerna B COIpoBOkAeHUM OpAMKa.
BHuMaHMe cOOpPABIINXCA CPa3y MIEPEKAIOYAIOTCSA Ha HEro, OAHAKO XUTPBIM T€TMaH AEAQeT
BUA, YTO CMEPTEABHO yCTaA U He MO’KeT MTHOBEHHO OTBedaTb Ha UbH-TO AOKYYAUBBIE BO-
ITPOCHIL...

— Ox-ox, xaonmsl!.. ArojKe TSKKO MIHJ... AaliTe X0Ub IpUAeYb!.. Bo HOIOTE cTapbie Ko-
cti... OX, AUIIeHBEKO, 00Ke K ThI MUM! ..

CTapIIMHBI CYETAUBO BCKAKUBAIOT, ITI0A PYKH OepyT MAaAOPOCCUNCKOTO BAAABIKY U Oe-
PEe’XKHO YKAQABIBAIOT Ha MMIIPOBU3MPOBAHHYIO IIOCTEAb B KpacHOM yrAy. Masena, IOTH-
XOHBKY IIOCTaHBbIBas, IPUXKMypHUBaeT BeKu. COOOUIHUKYN TPEBOJKHO IEPErAIABIBAIOTCS —
HEAYT UAY CMEPTh TOBEAWTEAS] AUTITUT X BCIKUX, CAMBIX IIPU3PAYHBIX HAAEKA,. B ero pykax
nx o01as cypboa. ..

— CBsI3aB M3OH3 HEUUCTHIN ¢ 3TUM KapAoii... — MOCAe 3aTI’KHOU ITay3bl HETPOMKO CeTy-
eT reTMaH. — Halkpailie 3 caMUM 4€PTOM BSI3aTHUCH!..

— Ao Tak?.. — C IOAO3PEHNEM CIIpallinBaeT AOMUKOBCKUH.

— Ilo?! — Magzena oTKpbIBaeT raaza. — Koirra BuH Tpebye!.. A3, KakeT, Ballle IIIOHO,
rpeda Ta caro?.. AaBal UX IIBBIAUE CIOABI!..

l'ararax BOCKAUIIAET:

— Wb, yoro 3axoTeB! MBI caMu caan0 KOTOPBIN TOA HD OQUUABL!..

— AIOJKe rapHO BUH JKUTh X0ue!.. — MOAXBaAThIBAeT AOMUKOBCKUU., — X1Oa MBI 3@ 3TUM
€r0 3BaABI?..

I'naza y Masenel 3aroparoTcs:

— A 3aueM?!.. XTO M3H3 IUACTPEKAB AQd 3YAUB — 30BH, 30BU CIOABI HIBBIAYe Kapay?!
Xuba H3 BBI? ..

AoMukoBckuit, OpAuK, BoliHapoBckuii, Annoctoa, [araran npsauyT raasa. A 3a CTeHaMU
PacTET TPEBOJKHBIN IITYM ¥ HECTPOUHBIN I'BAAT. B AOM BpBIBaeTcsd Ka3ak:

— INanose!.. Mockaau HacTynaioTh!.. TukanTe panrom!..

CTaplIIUHbI HEIPSIOT B IIOAYITYOKH, XBATAIOT CAOAU, IIUCTOAETHI U BEIOETalOT Ha YAUILY.
3aHEeMOTTINH OBIAO TeTMaH BAPYT IIPOSIBASIET HEJKAQHHYIO IIPBITH — Pa30M BCKaKMBaeT Ha
HOru, okAukas OpAuKa:

— TMuaun, A3 MUY TUCTOABL?.. AD 11abAsi?!..

— Ocp, IIaH reT™MaH! — >KUBO OT3BIBAETCS NMUCAPh, Bpydad Masele ero opy>kue.

U 004, 3aniaxmBas IIOTy>Ke IIOAYILIYOKY, CIIELIaT BCAEA 3a IOAKOBHUKAMU. B cBeTe 3aHU-
MaAIOIIETOCS AHSI CABIIIHBI BEICTPEAB], CTYK CaOeAb, CTOHBI U OpaHb...
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Aekabpb Mecdrll. AeBoOepexHasa YKpauHa. ['opopok Aebeann. CtaBka 1aps [letpa. B
HeOOABIIION XaTe, 3a CTOAOM, CUAUT I'OCYAAQph U MUIIET NUCHMO. AeHIIUK KUKUH BO3UTCA Y
Ileyy, IOAKAAABIBAsS B He€ ApoBa. [TopcaennoBaTele, MaA€HbKUE OKOIIKU 3aTSIHYAO TOACTBIM
CAOeM HHed, ¥ IOTOMY B TOpHUIe He yracaeT cBeda. OTpoMHas TeHb Ilaps pacliAacTarach 1o
CTeHaM U IIOTOAKY. KHKHWH pyraeTcs MIEIIOTOM.

— YEpTOoBHI XOXABI! — BOPUUT AEHINIMK. — ToIKa MaXOHbKasi, TOABKO HaOBEIIh €€ XBO-
POCTOM — TASAB, YoKe IIporopeaal..

— ThI ke caM TOBOPUA — TaKUX XOAOAOB Y HUX OTPOASICH He ObIBano!.. AASI yero UM Ha-
cTosIMe-TO Iteun?.. Yaii, He Haila Pyce-mMaryuika...

3a OKHAMHU CABIIIUTCS CTYK KOIIBIT, BU3T IOAO3bEB, CKPHUII IIIaTOB, ¥ B AOM BXOAAT TeHe-

panabl AarapT u PenH.

— BruI mo3BoAuTe, INéTp Arekcenu?..

— BxoauTe-BxoauTe! — 1apb BCTAET U3-3a cToAa. — Pap BUAETH Bac... [ periTech, COKO-
AUKH! — Bolllealline cOpachIBaiOT IUTyOhl M KPEIIKO IOTUPAoT pyKu. [1éTp, rasgas Ha Aarap-
Ta, BockAunaeT: — AroaBur! Tel ceOe MIEKU U HOC OTMOPO3UAl.. — U BIOpaBAy, 00e IIeKU
reHepasa U 0COOEHHO HOC HeOObIUaHO OeAbl, CAOBHO UX BhIMa3zaAu MeAoM. OH BCTpeBO-
JKeHO TporaeT 0OMOpPOKeHHBIe MecTa. — AnekcaHAp! — oraukaer [1éTp peHmuKa. — Y

HacC IAe-TO OBIA T'YCHUHBIN JKUP, — ITOBOpauuBaeTcsd K AarapTy. — [IpoTus oKora 3To camoe
pasarobe3Hoe cHapo0be!

— Oskora?! — yausasieTcsi reHepan. — Ho 51 Jke He IPUJKET, a IPUMOPO3HUAL..

Llapb cmeéTca:

— Mopo3 VBaHBIY ITYyTUTh HE AIOOUT — >KUTAHET TaK, YTO CBeTa OeAOT0 HEB3BUAMIIE!
A HBIHe OH 3eno0 cBupell! Pa3ryasacs BoBcio... — KUKWUH NpoTATUBaeT AAAPTY CKASIHKY C
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TYCHHBIM >KMPOM U HeOOABIIIOe 3epKano. [TéTp HacToaTeAbHO coBeTyeT: — Makb, HUManro
He >kaaes!.. AydIiero AeKapcTBa HeT U CIIaCeHbs TOKe... — AANAPT HaYWHAeT OOMABHO yMa-
IIaTh HOC U IIEKU JKUPOM, K AFOOOIIBITCTBY U OAOOPEHUIO IPUCYTCTBYIOMIUX. Llapb compo-
BOJKAQET €ro AeMCTBUS CBOeOOPAa3HBIM KOMMeHTapueM: — Mopo3 — OH HHUKOTO He IIIaAUT.
Hwu napelt, Hu MapIIanOB, HU T€HEPAAOB, HU PSAOBBIX... — IIOCA€ HEOOABIIOU IIay3bl HAIO-
MHHaeT: — Hem 6aTaAnsa-TO 3aKOHUYMAAChH? COAAQT MHOTO IIOAETAO? ..

— BrirHaam MuI-Taku Kapaa u3 PoMH... — oTBeuaeT PeHH. — BoaAee COTHU HAIIUX COA-
AAT PYKHU U HOTU OTMOPO3UAH...

— JKaab 6epusr!.. A co mIBepaMu uTo? ..

— A IIBEABI B CTEIlb YAAPUAUCE... OTOIIAM B CTOPOHY MecTeuka ['apdda... B moaHOM Gec-
IIOPSAAKE M PACCTPOUCTBE... Sl AyMalo, 4TO IOTEPU Y HUX BEAUKH BECbMa, — 3aKAlo4aeT PeHH,
yKa3blBas Ha CBOEro KOoAarery: — OCOOAUBO €CAM yUeCThb IPUMePHBIE CTapaHus AeAYILIKHU
Mopoa3a...

B AOM BXOAUT A€KYPHBIN Opunep:

— T'ocypaps, Cropa IBUAMCH OeTAble Ma3enuHIEL.. [IpocaT AONyCTUTE... Ka3zaubu IOA-
KOBHUKU ['araral u ATIOCTOA...

— AaBaii ux ciopal..

Odutiep BEIXOAUT, U Uepe3 CeKyHAY PacllaXMBaeTCs HaCTeXXb ABEPh U B AOM, B OOAaKe
MOPO3HOT'O BO3AYXQa, BKATEIBAIOTCSA 00a IOAKOBHHMKQ, IOYTH y ITOPOTra IIapasd Ha KOAEHMU!

— IMomaau OKasiHHEBIX, IJapb-TOCyAaphb!..

— ABepsb 3aTBOPsANTE, UAOABI! — KpuumT [1éTp. — Kasareca 6yaeTe mmocae!..

Ho m3MeHHUKU He TOAHUMAIOT TOAOB, YTKHYBIIHNCH ADAMU 03eMb, U KHKUHY IPUXOANT-
Cs1 IIOYTU OeroM BBIIIOAHSITH IIpUKa3 aps. [TaaMs cBeun CcyMaTOIITHO KOAEOAETCS U epABa He
racHeT. [[0OCypaph U ero CIIOABUJKHUKYU CO3ePIaloT CKPIOUeHHBIe TeAd KAoIUXCcs IpepaTe-
Ael.

— Hy, BcraBatiTe, uypunsl petu! Byaet! A To K TOAy IpUMEp3HeETe...

— IMpocTu Hac BEAUKOAYIIIHO, Ilapb-OaTromIKal..

— BcragaiiTe, roBopto Bam! — rapkaet [TéTp. — Kuno!..

Koe-KaK MopAHMMAIOTCS Ha HOTH, TOTOBSICH BHOBb PYXHYTh HAB3HNUUb, €CAU [TOSIBUTCS Ta-
Kast He0OXOAUMOCTD. Llaph CBEPAUT UX B3TASIAOM:

— C ueM no>xanroBanau?.. ['oBopure, g CAyHIaro...

ATIOCTOA HAUMHAET IOKAsSHHO:

— Corpeltman MbI IIepep, TOOOM 1 60TOM, TOCYAapPh... — 00a KpecTaTcd. — [lomaau cka-
SKEHHBIX, €CAU MOJKEb...

— Bec Bac momyTan?.. — c exuale cupamubaet [1eTp.

— Hb 6uc, a Masena, — oTkAauKaeTtcs ['ararad. — L3 BUH IPEALCTUB HAC IITUPLIMU T10-
CYAQMH...

— TlocyaaMm, rOBOpPHIIL?.. — €AKO ycMexaeTcs Ijapb. — YUTo oH BaM cyAuA? ChaaBy?
AeHbru? 3eMAI0?..

— Boaro... — eABa CABIIIIHO poHAET ATTOCTOA. ['ocypAaph YKOPU3HEHHO KadaeT F'OAOBOM!

— Boaro KakABI AOOBIBAEeT cebe caM, a He JKALT IIOAATHUA OT YyKOI'0 AOOPOTO ASAM...
[ToAbCKOTrO, IMIBEACKOTO AUOO TYPEIIKOTO...

— Tak, rocypaps, — coraamaercd ['aaarad. — MBI yCé€ caMU MOHSABL ¥ IOTOMY THKa-
ABL.. H3 TpeGa HaMm T3l BOAH...

— OTKyaa BBL OeKaAu?.. — A€AOBUTO OCBEAOMASETCS AAAAPT C AUIIOM, OAECTSAIIUM OT
KUpa.

— M3 Pomn, oT Masensl... — oTBedaeT ANIOCTOA. [T€Tp yToungeT:

— Arpae O0b1A caM Kapa?

— Bownbl ToRe TUKaAbL... M1 Kapa, m Ma3zena... KOao 4eThIpEX THICSY MIBEAOB CTUOAO... Y
CTEeIH TIOAETAO, SK KOCOU CKOCHUAO...

— B xomnre kouos, — [1éTp oceHuA cebs KpecToM, — MBI UX B TOCTH He 3Baru. Camu
HAIIPOCUAUCH... BOT ¥ TIOAYYHAH... YIIOKOH, TOCIIOAY, UX AYIITH C MUpPOM!.. — U BCe IIPUCYT-
CTBYIOIIHE TOXKE IIePEeKPECTUANCE. [IEéTp CHUCXOAUTEABHO TASTHYA Ha BUHOBHBEIX: — Hy, Tak
U OBITH, 0OOPOTHH, 5 Bac npoiaro!.. Hero y>x teneps... Ho Bripeps Oeperurecs!.. He nomia-
XKyl..

[TOAKOBHUKY HU3KO KAQHSAFOTCS.
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Komnern auBaps 1709 ropa. AeBobOepeskHasa YKpanHa. Ceao Kpacubiil KyT. CTaBKa IIBeA-
CKOTO KOPOASL. B TpoCcTOpHOM XaTe pacroAOKUACS caM Kapa 1 ero reHepanbl: /AeBEeHTayIIT,
Iaunnen6Oax, Pertnmmabp, nappe, HtakeapOepr, Meiipeab. Kapa pacnekaeT reTMaHa,
(pas3roBop MAET ITO-HEMEIIKH):

— Bnauaae TBI o0ellan IPUTOTOBUTE MAaPOMEL.. MIxX He ObIA0!.. ObOelllan coOpaTh BOEH-
HYIO CUAY — TAe OHa?.. ABe THICSUU YI'PIOMBIX MY’KAQHOB, HETOAHBIX K COAAQTCKOM CAY KOe
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U CIIOCOOHBIX AMIIBb PA30THATh NAETKAMU TOANY JKaAKUX IIbIHUIL!.. BOT 1 BeChb TBOU BKAQA...

Magzerna 3aIuIaeTcs:

— Mot noMOo1IHUK ['OpAMEHKO OTIIPAaBUACS B 3aI0POKCKyI0 Ceub IOAHUMATh MHOT'0O-
IIBITHBIX ¥ OBIBAABIX Ka3aKoB... OHM XOPOIIIO 3HAIOT MECTHBIE YCAOBUS U OTAMYHO BOIOIOT...

— Otanyno BototoT? ! [Touemy ke apb [1ETp nepepeabIBaeT Ux B AparyH?.. OHU yMeIoT
TOABKO IIUTh BOAKY U OyHTOBaTh! He IpHU3HalOT NOpsiAKa U AUCIUNIAUHEL.. A caMOe TAaBHOe
— TAe IIponuTaHue’?.. HeM MHe KOPMUTE COAAQT, T€X, KOTO ThI IPU3BIBAA OCBOOOAUTDH YKpa-
WHY OT MOCKOBCKOTro ura?!..

— Ecau MBI IOWAEM Aanblile, K Topopy IToaTaBe, TO HAMAEM TaM OOABIIINE 3allachl IPo-
AOBOABCTBHS... 51 3TO 3HaIO HaBEPHSAKA. ..

— locnopa reHepansl, BB BEpUTE B 3TO? ..

— Bamre BeanyecTBo, — oT3bIBaeTcs reHepaa lllnappe, — MBI MOJKEM BEPUTH UAU He
BEPUTb — HE B 3TOM CYTh... MHe Ka’keTCs, HaM HeAb3sI CTOSTh Ha MeCTe...

— S coraacen, — moaxBaThIBaeT llIaumnmendtax, — BeAb MECTHOE HaCeAeHHe YTO-TO eCT
U OBET... M, Me>XXAy IPOUYMM, He YMUPAET C TOAOAY...

/AeBeHraynT KadyaeT TOAOBOM:

— Br1 00a mpepnraraeTe 3aHATHCSA peKBu3uIuaMu?.. Ho, rocmoaa, Toraa MBI BOCCTaHO-
BUM IIPOTUB ce0sl BCEé MeCTHOe HaceAaeHue!..

— A ApPyTOTO IyTH Y HacC HeT!.. — BcTaBAsgeT PerHIMABLA. KOpOAB 3aKAtOUaET:

— YMOPUTBb apMUIO TOAOAOM S HE UMEIO ITpaBa... OCTaéTCs AUIlb OAHO — BOEBATh AAAb-
mre... C Bepol BO CAQBY IIBEACKOIO opyskug!l.. — cMoTpuT Ha Maszeny: — A Tebe, reTMaH,
MIPUAETCSA CO CBOUMU TEAOXPAHUTEAIMM OUUIIATh aMOaphl U 3a0UpaTh y AIOAEN CKOT... —
Kapa noasopuT utor: — I'To MOMM CBEAEHUSAM, B ISATHU MUASIX OT HaC CTOSIT ABa IIOAKA PyC-
CKOTO TeHepana PenHa... 51 caM moiiay IpOTUB Hero... A BBl Bce U TBI, Ma3sena, 3aliMETeCh
pekBusunusamMn... He oTkrapbiBas!..

I'enepansl HapeBalOT HOAYITYOKH. Ma3sena ¢ OpAMKOM TOKe 00AaYalOTCSA B OapaHbU TYy-
AYIIBL U MeXOBBIe ITanaxu. VIAyT caepoM 3a mBepaMu. [Trcaps ¢ yCMeIIKoM TOBOPUT CBOEMY
XO35MHY:

— SIK MOABIBHIIILCS Ha WX BOSK — BOHBI yCe XOXAaMU 3poouAuch!.. Halr opsar ux rapHo
rpeer...

— CBaABIAUCH Ha HAIIU TOAOBBI! — yTPIOMO BOPYUT TOT. — BUK OBI UX H3 OaumAl..

Bce BBEIXOAAT Ha yAuny. Hap HM3eHBKMME XaTaMU BBIOTCS ABIMKH, BCE YKPBITO CHETOM,
HO MOpPO3 3aMeTHO ocAal. U, HecMOTps Ha SICHYIO COAHEUYHYIO IIOTOAY, CEAO BBITASIAUT AO-
BOABHO YHBIAO U HACTOPOKeHHO. Ha yAunax He BUAHO AeTBOPEHI, AeBUaTa U IIapyOKH He 3a-
TEBAIOT BECEABIX UI'D U KaTaHUU C rop. CeassHe CTapaloTCS He BEBIXOAUTH HAPYXKY.

Bcaep 3a Mazenoii 1 OpAMKOM BEIXOAUT TeHepaa /AeBeHTaynT. OH OKAUKAaeT II0-HeMell-
KU1 MaAOPOCCUNMCKOTO BAQABIKY:

— Kaxkom ceropHsI AeHb, TOCIIOAUH T'eTMaH?..

— BockpeceHbe OBIAO C YyTPQ, TOCIIOAUH TeHepaa, — CMUPEHHO OTBeuaeT Maszena.

— A TI0 IIepKOBHOMY KaAeHAApPI0? — AIOOONBITCTBYET IIBep. OpAUK HmepeBOAUT. ['eT-
MaH Ha CEKYHAY 3aAyMBIBaeTCs:

— INpenopo6HOro Makapus EruneTckoro, mo-MoeMy...

— OTo moynTaeMad (purypa B IpaBOCAAQBHOM MHUPeE, He TaK AU ?..

Magzerna coraauaercs:

— Mo>KHO CKa3aThk, YTO AOCTATOYHO yBaKaeMas...

— Hy, Torpa BB, KOHEUHO JKe, IOMHUTE 3Ty U3BECTHYIO UCTOPHIO C 'pabuTeAeM ?

— C rpaburteaem? YTo-TO He IPUIIOMHIO. ..

OpAUK, cTapaTeAbHO IIePeBOAS, ITIOUYTUTEABHO BHUMAET COOeCEeAHUKAM.

— OAHaXXABI TPEeNOAOOHBINM MaKapuli BO3BpalllaAcsd K cebe B KEABIO M BUAUT, UTO Y BXO-
M@ CTOUT OCEA, @ M3 KeAbU BBIXOAUT BOP U BBIHOCHUT ero Belnu. CBSATOM, HU CAOBA He TOBOPH,
IIOAOIIEA K BOPY U CTaA IIOMOTaTh €My YKAAABIBATh KpaAeHoe... — IIIBeA AeAdeT KpacHope-
YUBYIO IIay3y. — YBA3aB BCE KaK CAeAyeT, OH OAATOCAOBHMA BOPA M CKa3aA: « MBI HUUero He
BHECAM B 3TOT MUP U HHAYErO HEe MOJKEM YHECTH OTCIOAA... Aa OyaeT OAAroCAOBEH I'OCIIOAB
BO BCéM!»

Ma3zena 03apaueHHO CMOTPUT Ha COOECEeAHUKA, He 3Hasd, UTO eMy OTBeTHUTE. [ BADPYT A0
UX CAyXa AOHOCSTCS TPOH3UTEABHBIE BOIIAY, PYTaHb U IIAQY... 13 OAN3CTOSIIEro AoMa BbIXO-
MAT AeCATKa IIOATOPA IIBEAOB, BOAOUYA 3@ COOOU Ha BePEBKe KO3, CBUHEN U MellIK! C MyKOIO
U KPYTIOU Ha AepeBSHHBIX caraszkax. CTapyxu M >KeHIUHBI Oer'yT CAeAOM, ITAa¥a U IIPUYH-
Tasl...
W yepe3 MUHYTY BCE CEeAO HaUUHAET CTOHATh U TOAOCUTD. B Ka)KAYIO XaTy 3aXOAAT OK-
KYTIaHTHI U CEPAIOKH, 3a0Upas y X034€eB BCE, UTO MOJKHO BBIIIUTH, CHECTh U OAETh Ha ce04...

— A BBEITOBOPHUTE, — C AETKOU YKOPU3HOU IPOU3HOCUT AE€BEHTaylT, — 4TO IIPABOCAAB-
HBIM MUp ITounTaeT Makapus!.. — IIOKa3blBaeT Ha PHIAQIOIIUX IToceAssH. — Ero nmpumep ux
He BAOXHOBASET...

— Maxkapuii OBIA IIyCTBIHHMKOM, — CYXO OTBedaeT Ma3zemna. — My Hero He OBIAO AeTel,
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KOTOPBIX HAAO KOPMUTH, UTOOBI OHM HE YMEPAHU C TOAOAY ! ..
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Konern auBaps. AeBoOepeskHas YKpanHa. Ceao Axteipka. CraBka 1aps [lerpa. B He-
OOABIIION N30€e HaXOAUTCS CaM rocypaapb, MeHIMKOB u AeHITUK KukuH. [1éTp, cupg y okHa,
YyyUTaeT NUCHBMO, KOe-4TO KOMMEHTUPYS BCAYX:

— AnpakcHH MHe IIUIIET, YTO KOpabAr HEAOCTPOEHH], a IT0 CAyXaM — IIBeAbl HaMepeHbI
upTya B Boponek... OTKypAQ 3TH CAyXHU?..

MeHITTNKOB OOAPUTCS:

— Mano AM yero oHU HaMepeHBI, MUH Xepll, a AOUAYT Au?.. Ma3enuHbI ObIBIIINE IIPU-
CITEIITHUKY TTePeAaioT, UYTO JKpaTh UM, OpoAsdram, Heuero!..

— 3eA0 YAQUHO, UTO MBI AOT@AAAUCE OTIIPABUTE B [ TOABIITY AMBHU3HUIO reHepaaa ['oabnal..
OH cymen octaHOBUTB AemmHCKOro u Kpaccay... OHu HaBepHgKa Be3au Kapay IPOAOBOAB-
CTBHE...

— A cka)ky, MUH XepI, He Iopa AW HaM AQTh eMy IOCAEAHIOIO, PEeNIaolyio OaTaArIo, U
AEAO C KOHIIOM?..

— TTocaepHIoro 6aTaAnio, roBopullib? Het, eré He Bpems... — [TETp cBopaunMBaeT IMUCh-
Mo. — Temnepsb MeHSI He OAHU TOKMO IIBeABI OeCIIOKOAT... C TypKaMu BeAb TOJKe He BCE AQA-
HO... [Tpomiable 0OMABL OHU TOYHO He 3a0bIAN...

— A uero Torpa [lerpyxa ToacToit B CTamMOyAe-TO IpoxAaakpaeTcs?.. HeyskTo Tam Bcé
TUIITH AQ OAATOAATH?..

— Uépros Masena elé A0 U3MeHBI MHE [THUCAA, YTO TYPKU YCEPAHO F'OTOBATCS K BOMHE
1 HAIlaAyT Ha HaC IIPOIIAOM BECHOM, a TOA-TO y>Ke MUHYA!..

— A ToacToti uTO?..

— ToacTo1i? OH yBepsiA MeHs, YTO BCE 3TO — IOKAEI 1 HaBeThl... He coOupatoTcs, MoAa,
OCMaHBI C HAMM BO€BaTh... BOT 1 He 3Haelllb, KOMY BEPUTH!..

— Ho I'leTpyxa-To, cTaro OBITH, IpaB!..

— Tloay4aeTcs Tak, HO OOOABIIATHECA BCE OAHO He CAepyeT... OIaTh JKe U3MEHHUK 3TOT
YPOK MHe AOOPBIN Ipelnopar! Yk Kak g eMy Bepua!l.. HUUBUX COBETOB He CAyIIaA... JKarb
OepHoro Kouyobes!..

— A MOJXEeT AU TaK CAYUMTBCS, MUH XepI], 4TO Y4eAOBEKY I103ape3 cBOOOAA MOHAA00U-
Aach? XOTb YMpPY, a par eé?l..

— A 3TO CMOTPS OT Yero OH X04YeT OCBOOOAUTHCA!.. E>KeAr MOrASIAeTh CO CTOPOHBI, CKa-
>KeM, Ha MeHsI, — ThIUeT cebsl B TPYAb, — TO KakKoOM 5 [Iapb-ToCyAaphb, CaMOAepKel] BCcepoc-
curickuii?!l.. I — cambIll TOCAeAHUN pald, Xy’Ke TaA€pPHOTO KATOP’KHUKA, TPUKOBAHHOTO
IIETbI0 K CKaMbe U AOAJKHOTO TPECTH Ad TpecTH... [IpaBo caoBo!.. MHe OBl pa30oUTh 3TU TPO-
KASITbIe OKOBBI, BHIOPOCHUTE K AbSIBOAY PYA€BOE BECAO, a s BCE HaAeralo U HaAeraro Ha Hero,
Aa0BI BEIBECTU 3Ty UEPTOBY rarepy — Poccueil uMeHyeMyto — Ha 0oAbIIyio Bopy!.. U Bac,
CBOUX TMPUCHBIX, TOJKE 3aCTaBASIIO XpeOeT HalpsAraTh U PBATh KUABL.. OAHOMN I1€MbI0 MBI
CKOBAaHBI, pa3Be He TakK? A KOAU OCBOOOAMMCSI — Cpa3y IOMAEM KO AHY, M HUKTO HaM He
nnoMoskeT!.. BEITacKMBaTh HAC Ha3ap, Y’K TOYHO, HUKTO He CTaHeT... baTiomnka Mo, AreKcel
Muxanbld, He HIKOKO ce0sl YTPYKAAA, B CBOOOABI ¥ HETO OBIAO MOETO ITOOOAEe€e, Ad TOKMO
AEPsKaBy HAIIly TOTAQ MaAO KTO BCEPBbE3 IPUHUMAA... Aa’Ke KPBIMCKIUE TaTaphbl Aep3aAu I'pa-
OUTB HAC UyTh He e5KeroAHO... CKOABKO HAllIUX IIapHel, 020 1 AeBOK PACIIPOAAHO Ha HEBOAB-
HUYbMX peIHKax?! He cuecTs!.. A MaxHU g Ha BCE PYKOMN Ad 3aBAAMCh Ha IIeYb UAU 3aBEeAU
cebe MOAOAYIO ITIOATOOOBHUITY, KaK TOT CTapbl XOXOA, — M BCE MOUAET npaxom!.. Pa3Be He
Tak?!..

— OH, BHUIIIb, AT BCeM YKPaUuHBI BOAU TTOKeAaA!.. — MBITaeTCs BO3pa3uTh MeHIITUKOB.
Llapb HeAOBEPUYUBO LIYPUTCH:

— Toraa 1mo4To, KpoMe ero XOAOIOB, HUKTO 3a HUM He TIOIIEA?..

— Kazaku nomau 3anopo>kckue, — nopckasbsiBaeT Kukus. [TéTp maieT pykou:

— OmHu ewé He 3HAIOT, 4TO Ma3zerna nmpepsraras MHe BClO Ceub pa30THATH K IAPEHOU Oa-
oymike!.. HelHUe 5 Tak ¥ OCTyHARO... COBeT KaK HeAb3d KCTaTu... Hy, XBaTuT, padato6e3HEble,
AGCBHI TOYUTH... HapO0OHO AeAOM 3aHMMaAThCA... — oOpamaercd K Kukuny: — Beau, Anek-
CAHAD, AOIIAAEU 3aKAAABIBATE... BpeMa HaM K AlpakCUHY B BopoHe>X exaTk... 3UuMa, CAaBa
0Ory, Ha YOBIAB IIOIIAQ, (PAOT HAAO K CITYCKY TOTOBUTE... [Topal..
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Komner suBaps. /AeBoOepeskHast YKpanuHa. 3aCHEe)KeHHas CTellb B HECKOABKUX BepCTax
or cenra Kpacusii KyT. Beduepeer. B cTapoil BeTpIHOU MEABHHUIIE YKPBIACA IIBEACKUM KO-
POAb BMeCTe CO CBOMMM reHeparaMu: MetipeaeM, lllaunnen6axomM, llnappe. A BOKpyr
MEeABHUITBI TTAOTHBIM KOABITOM PACIIOAOKUAUCH pPeuTaphl M MeXOTHHITEL. Kapa, B30OpaB-
IINCH Ha BEPXHUE CTPONHAQ, B OTBEPCTHE KPBIIIN IBEITAETCS PAaCCMOTPETh OKPECTHOCTH,
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BOOPY>KUBIINCH TIOA30PHOM TPYOOH.

— Hy, uro Tam, Bame BeanuecTtBo?.. — HacToiumBo cupainubaeT I nnnenbax.

— INoka HuYero cTpamrHoro... Ha ropu3oHTe HU €eAMHOTO PYCCKOTO...

Kapa ymeno cnyckaercs BHI3. OcmaTpuBaetcs. [ToTupaeT pyKHU...

— He Mmemrano ObI pa3BeCcTy OrOHb, — OH 30KO HOEKUBaeTcsa. — Ho He pUCKHY TporaTb
3TO YyAOBHIIIHOE coopysKeHUe... OHO I0OX0’Ke Ha TPUOesKUIlle TPOAAEH. ..

[[Imappe KacaeTcsl pyKOl0 MEABHUYHBIX KEPHOBOB!

— Bcé 3T0o HatoMuHaeT MHe TakTUKY naps [lerpa...

— To ecTn?
— OH OXOTHO AOIIYCTHA HaC Ha CBOIO 3eMAIO... BoT Tak, — Illmappe mOAHOCHUT AaAOHB
K OTBEPCTHIO, KyAd OOBIYHO 3achiliaeTcs 3epHO. — [10TOM YIIOPHO M ITIOCAEAOBATEABHO Ha-

YUHAeT, HOUYTH 0e3 yCTaAH, IepeMaAbIBaTh BCIO Hallly apMuto. OOpaliias e€ B IIbIAb U IIPax...

Kopoab xoueT pe3ko o00pBaTh reHepasa, Ho MelaAeAb 00eCITOKOEHO BOCKAUIIAET:

— Borock, Baime BeanuecTBO, 9TO 3Ta HOUBb HAM AOPOTO OOOMAETCA! ..

— OTo nouemy?

— CoApaTHI He BBIAEPIKAT AO YTPa... MBI OCTaBUM 3A€Ch TOPY TPYIIOB...

— BwI uTO, rocopa reHepanabl, IpepraraeTe MHe pa3o0paTh Ha ApoBa 3TO yrKacaloliee
cTpoeHue?..

— A HUYero Apyroro HaM He OCTAaéTcs... — HeBeceao 3akatouaeT Llanmnmenbax. U me
ycIieBaeT MOHapX OTBETUTh, KAK BHYTPb BPBIBAETCS KAllUTaH PeUTapoB:

— Bamre BeanuecTBo, cipaBa NOKa3aAUCh pycckue!..

Kopoab 1 reHepanb! B CIenTke BEIOeratoT HapysKy. AaaeKo BiepeAr, Ha 6eA0M CHETY, 3a-
METHO ABUJKYTCS TEMHBIE PUTYpPKU Atopel. LIImappe MOAHOCHUT K raa3y IIOA30PHYIO TPYOy:

— INo-moeMmy, 3TO AparyHbl ¥ Ka3aku... He MeHbllle AUBU3UH, I AyMalo...

— C aptuanepueii?.. — yrousser Lllaunnenbax. EMy oTBeuaeT caM KOPOAB:
— Her. I'lymek TaM He BUAHO...
— Coapatsl! 3aHATE 000pOHY!.. — KoMaHAyeT lllaunnenoax.

[IIBepBI cTapaTeAbHO 3apsyKAIOT PYIKbsl U IPUMBIKAIOT IITHIKU. TeCHBIE PSIABI PYCCKUX
He cIlella YCTPEMASIOTCS B HAallPaBAEHUU CTapPOU MEABHHUITBI, KOTOPYIO OOAOJKUAUM CO BCEX
CTOPOH Uy’Ke3eMHbIe BOSIKY, OOyThIe ¥ OAEThIE B CaMble HeMBICAUMBIE HAPSABL... CABIIIATCS
WCITYTaHHBIA BOIIAD!

— OHu Hac okpy»katoT! MbI npomnaau!..

[llmappe CMOTPUT B IIOA30PHYIO TPYOY:

— Oto0 AeBeHraynrT!.. OH UAET K HaM Ha BBIPYUYKY!..

W tyT Kapa, K HEMacOMy YAMBAEHUIO CBUTHI, Pa3pakaeTcsi UCTEPUIECKUM CMEXOM...

Kazakm u AparyHbl 3acThIBAlOT Ha MecTe. Bolicka IPOTHBHUKOB OKYTHIBAET HOYHAS
MTAQ...
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Komnern sguBaps 1709 ropa. AeBoOepexkHasa YkpauHa. Ceao OnourHs. Beuep. B npocTop-
HOM XaTe Ha BBICOKOM AeKaHKe II0YMBaeT OBIBIIINY MAaAOPOCCUMCKUY BAaABIKA. Ha AOy ero
TYTOM KOMIIPECC, Ha IeKaX MAACTBIPU, rAa3a IOAY3aKpBITHL. Masella cTapaTEeABHO AEAQeT
BHUA, OYATO HAXOAUTCSA B TAYOOKOM 3a0BITBH... 3a CTOAOM Yy OKHA CUAAT TAABHBIN OO03HUYMN
/AOMUKOBCKUU U T€eHEePAABHBIN CYyAbs UylKeBUY, IIeperoBapruBasiCh BIIOATOAOCA.

— TToABCKOTO KOPOASI Ta IIBEABCKOTO TeHepaAd MOCKAAU AIOKe MPUOUABL... A BOHBI
IIIBEAAM KOIIIT BE3ABL...

— W Ham OBI T2)K He IpexX MOKOMITYBAaTUCh!.. Och T00aub — CBUTKA Ha M3HJ, K Ha IIKU-
A€Te BUCHI... BOT A0 940TOo AOBOIOBAAMCH!.. S Tak €303 Aymaro: Ha KOU Ag9A HaM BCUM Iied
cBapa?.. lllo HaMm A0 Heé?..

AOMUKOBCKHUM OTIACAUBO OTASIABIBAETCS Ha reTMaHa U I1ernyeT:

— Kazas OBl CAOBEYKO, Ad BOBK ITUA OOKOM...

— He B BoBKe Anno!.. [IIBepABCKUI KOPOAB — XAOIIEI] AloJKe HeBe3yuui... C303 Ha 6epy
MBI 3 UM CBSI3aABICh...

— TBog paBAg, IaH CyAbs... HOTO K HaM Tellepb POOUTH? ..

B ABepsx MoKa3blBaeTCa NIAEMIHHUK reTMaHa BoriHaposckuil. CyablO 1 OOO3HUYETO Ha-
CTOpa’kUBaeT ero PACTPENaHHBIN U B30YAOPa’)KeHHBIN BUA,

— Ilo ctpsacaock, MBack?.. — OKAMKaeT ero AOMUKOBCKHUH. BoliHapoBcKuil OpocaeT
B3TASIA Ha I1eYb:

— Ao 3 HuM?.. OnaTh 3aHEAYKUB?..

— Xwuba TBI He 3Haelllb CBOTO AJABKY?.. SJK TUABKU Oepad IPUXOAUTh — BHH XBOPOOOHU
MaeTcs... [Topa IpUBBIKHYTS... Ta 1110 cTpsicrock, MiBack?.. Ta He MOBYM, CKa>KeHHBIN!..

— MocKaau y IIBEAUB BeCh 0003 OTOMABL, @ caMoro KapAy 4yTh y IAeH He B3gABL... BuH
ene OTOUBCH...

— AP HD B35ABI?..
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— Ha meapHuIne... Koanl ObI BX TeHepaa He IBUBCA Ha ponoMory — Kapae KuHer OBl
MIPUIIIOB...

— A 1o Oyao moTUM? ..

— TTotuM OyAaa AtosKe >KapKasd OUTBA... MOCKaAn HaBaAUABICE Ta OTOMABI y IIIBEAOB BeCh
kowT... — Toabl Kapaa HOBeAeA CIIAABITh HAIIKU CEAA Ta XyTOPA...

— SIK cmaABITB?!..

— AoTAa...

— Ll> BuH HanpacHO... O, AIO’Ke HAIIPaCHO...

BoIBIIUY reTMaH IIPUITOAHUMAETCS C AeKaHKH, OTOPOCUB KOMITPECC 1 OTAEITHB BCe TIAa-
cTeipu. OH AeAaeT MOMBITKY OCTaBUThL CBOE yOEIKUIIe, M BCS TPOUIla OpOoCcaeTcss eMy Ha I10-
MOIIIb... HeMOIIHOro MaAOPOCCUMCKOTO BAGABIKY CTapaTEABHO CIIyCKAlOT Ha IIOA.

— Ll> BuH 3po6UB €363 BO BpeA,... — THUXO MPOU3HOCUT Ma3sena.
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Mapt mecsil. Poccus. Boponexx. B ooMe MecTHOTO TpapOHauyaAbHUKAE, B HEOOABIITOU
KoMHate [1ETp TPYAUTCS Ha) MOAEABIO IIapyCHOTO CYAHQ, Ilapb OAET MO-AOMAlllHEMY — B
py0axy, JKUAeTKY U OyMa3elHble IITaHbl. PaboTa ABU)KETCS K 3aBepIIeHUI0: TOCYAaph IIPU-
KpenAsieT TaKeAasK, yCTaHaBAMBAET Ha BepXHel ITaayOe KpOXOTHEIEe OpyAud. BoapyskaeT Ha
rpoT-MauTe AHAPEEBCKUU (DAAT...

B xoMHaTy BXoAAT MeHIIUKOB U reHepanr-aaMupanr AnpakcuH. O6a 0CTOPOKHO NIPHU-
OAMDKAIOTCA K [1apl0, MOAYA co3eplias TBOPEHHe ero PyK.

— Hy, MuH Xep1, Tl IPEB30IIEA caM cebsil.. DTO 3eA0 IPEBOCXOAHO!..

— Aramikye mMacrepa TyT gBHO nocpamaensl! MM cue He o cmaaMm... OperaT oTMeH-
HBIM!..

F'ocypaps yAbIOaeTcs, Kak peOEHOK:

— OTO AMHEMNHBIM KOpaOAb IepBOro paHra... AAMHa — CTO apIIvH, IIMPUHA — ABAA-
1IaTh, — OH AéMOHCTPUPYET Ha MOAEAU. — 3AEeCh TPU NaAyOHL... [Tyliek npu HEM OoAee COT-
HH, KaKOBO?!..

— Bboaee coTHu?! — y>Kacaercss AupakcuH. — ['Ae J)K HaM, HEYPIAAUBBIM, UX B3ATh?.. A
IIOPOXY U SAEP Ha HUX He Hanaceuses!..

— ¥Y>K KOAU MBI XOTUM OBITh CAAGBHOU A€P’KaBOM MOPCKOM — HaM IOTPEOHBI AOCTOMHBIE
KOpaOamn... HeopoauMble U rpo3Hble... [Ae IYIIIKY B35Th, TOBOPUUIL?.. A MBI BEIABEM UX U3
KOAOKOABHOM Mepu!.. 1 BMecTO macXaAbHOTO 3BOHA OHM CTAHYT MOOEAHO CAaAIOTOBATh OT-
euectBy! UeM He ycnex?.. BoT pa3o6béM, HaKOHeIl, IIIBEAOB U 3a TyPOK IIPUMeEMCs... — OH
pacKuABIBaeT pyku. — Harreil MaTymike Poccuu Hy KHEBI BEIXOABI He TOKMO B BaATHKY, HO U
B Mope YépHoe...

— KpbIMcKuli XaH HaMepeH B HaOer uATH, — 3amMedaeT MeHIUKOB. — Kapa u Aemyn-
CKMY €T0 K TOMY IIPU3BIBAIOT BeCbMa HaCTONYUBO...

— A YTO CyATaH?..

— CyATaH TaKOBBIX ACUCTBUI XaHa He 0A00pseT, IIOHEe Ke IBHO He JKeAAeT IMTOAAEPIKU-
BaTh IIIBEAOB...

— I'loka cue HaM Ha MOAB3Y. A UTO MOAEABIBAEeT Halll TA@BHBIM M3MeHHUK ¢.. Hu cayXy o
HEM, HU AYXY...

— K IIlepemeTeBy, rocypaph, AaBeda SBUAUCH C IOBUHHOM ero OAMIKaMIIie IOAPYUYHEIe
— cyppda UylikeBuY, ecayA MaKCUMOBUY U A€BATh MOAKOBHUKOB. CYABS U eCayA IepeAaloT,
yTO Mas3sena, eCAU IT0’KeAaelllb, FTOTOB CAQTh B TBOU PYKH I'A@BHOTO IIBEACKOTO CYIIOCTATa...

— To ects Kapayca?.. — mepecnpalinBaeT 11apk.

— Hapo moaarats.

— Her, xakoB Mep3aser], a?! M HaA00HO TOMY CAYYUTHCS, YTO 3TOT CTAPBIM AUC CTOABKO
AeT BOAMA MeHd 3a Hoc!.. A 1 eMy BepuA... HeT yX, yBoAb, cKBepHaBel]! TaKoBOM YCAYTH HaM
He HapOOHO... [ToAOOHBIX TIOAQPKOB MEI He nTpreMaeM!.. HU30CThIO 3TO UMeHyeTC4. ..

— A c nepe0e’KUMKaMHU-TO, MUH Xepll, KakK IIPUKa’kellb IOCTyIUTb?.. — HallOMHHAEeT
MenmukoB. — ['OAOBEI UM OTCeYb AMOO IIOBECUTH 3a U3MeHY? APYTUM B Ha3UAQHHUE. ..

ITéTp marreT pykoi:

— B Cubups cocaaTh, 1 OYAET C HUX... [ASAUIID, HA KAKOe-HUOYAD AEAO TaM CTOAATCA. ..
AIOAY BCE-TaKU...

l'ocypaphk KUBKOM YKa3bIBaeT Ha TBOPEHHUE CBOUX PYK:

— Urpyumky cuto g cTaBAro 00pasnom... M Takux cyp0B HaM ITIOTPEOHO C AECATOK... A Ha
ABODeE, MeJKAY IIPOYMM, BECHQ, U ITopa HaM, AFoOe3Hble APYTH, OpaThbCs 3a TOIIOPHL. Bpemsa He
SKAET... AQHUABIY, THI eIllé He 3a0bIA ypoku CaappaMac..

— W roananpckoro mactepa Porre?.. 3eno ceppnuToro U TpeboBaTeAabHOro?.. Hukak Her,
ITétp Arekcend, He 3a0BbIA...

— Torpaa 3a paboTy! — 1apb pelIUTEABHO IIaraeT K IIOPOTy.
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Anpenab Mecsn. Poccus. IIpeamectbe BopoHeska. Ha Oepery Hemupokoit peku «Bopo-
He>X» PACIOAOKUAACE KopabeabHas Bepdb. BHymuTeAbHOEe BoeHHOe 80-IIyllIeyHoe CYAHO
«Opéab» — AEAYLIKa OYAYILETO PYCCKOro (pAOTa — TOTOBUTCH K CIIYCKY Ha BOAY. Elié ABa
70-mry11eyHbIX (pperaTa u S0-MylIeYHbIN OapK CTOAT Ha «CTAIIEASIX».

BOKpyT KUIIUT ITyMHAas ¥ HEPBO3HAA CyeTa, KaKasg CAydaeTcd IPU OKOHUYaHUU AI0OOTO
Ba’KHOT'O COOBITHS, OYAb TO CTDOUTEABCTBO AOMA, AUTHE OOABIIOTO KOAOKOAA UAU POJKAECHHUE
pebénka. Ot 6opToB «Opara» yOUPAIOTCS MaCCUBHEIE IIOATIOPKU, U KOPAOAb MEAAEHHO, KaK
OTPOMHAas MaCCUBHA4 I'ABIOQ, CIIOA3AeT KOPMOIO K BOAE.

Y Bcex IPUCYTCTBYIOIINX, BKAIOYAsl CaMOIo 1laps, MeAbKaeT Ha AUIlaX HellepeAaBaeMast
yepepa YYBCTB: OT HEBOABHOTO CTPaxa, OIlaCeHUs, HeBepuUs, OKUAQHUS A0 HEBePOSITHOIO
YAOBOABCTBHUS U BOCTOpra... CyAHO, OKa3aBIIMCh B POAHOM CTUXUM, YBEPEHHO M MATKO 3a-
KaQ4anOCh Ha BOAHAX, COBCEM KaK AeTCKUU OyMa KHbBII KOPAOAUK.

— Ypa-a-a! — OTAYIIMTEABHO 3arpPeMeAU COTHU TOAOCOB, U B BO3AYX IIOAETEAU HIANKH,
KapTy3bl, QyPa>kKKH, MIAAIIHL.

[ThoTHUKH, Ky3HEIbI, CTOASIPEI, IIYIIIKapH, MaTPOCHL, CaM I1aphb M ero IIOMOITHUKY OOHU-
MAIOTCS M KPEIIKO IIeAYIOTCs, BHe ce0s OT yAQUM M PAAOCTH. [1ETp MalleT pyKaMu U 'POMKO
KPUYHUT:

— Monoansl, cykuHbI AeTi! BuHa BceM BBoAIo! 'yasiiTe, ueptu! Ha caasyl..

Llapckue cayTu Bo raaBe ¢ KUKMHBIM BBIKQTBIBAIOT OOYOHKM C BUHOM, BBIIIMOAIOT AO-
Hbg U HQUMHAIOT HallepeOO¥ BBIUEPILIBATE COAEPIKUMOE KOBIIIAMH, KPY’KKaMM, €HAOBAaMU
u OpatTuHamMu. KHKHH C IOKAOHOM IIOAHOCHUT IIapt0 OOABIIONM KyOOK BHUHA. I1éTp BMecTe C
MeHNIIUKOBBIM U ANIPAKCUHBIM C PAAOCTBIO I YAOBOABCTBHEM HAOAIOAQIOT, KAK BECEAUTCS
Ppabounii ATOA,

[TpuHAaB KyOOK, TOCyAapb IIOAHOCHUT €ro K rydaM, HO TyT Pa3paéTcs CTYK KOIIBIT, CKPHUIL
KOAEC 1 OpaHb Kydepa:

— A Hy, pacCTynIHUTeCh, 3ABIAHU! AOpory OCAy!..

PacnaxuBaeTcst ABepiia, U3 AOPOKHOTO BO3Ka, KpAXTs, BbeIOMpaeTcd rpad ['oAOBKUH.
[Nétp Bo3BpamaeT Kyook KUKMHY 1 HETePIIEABO BOIIPOIIIAET:

— C ueMm npuOHIA, 'aBpuAa MBaHbIu? ..

— C 6eporo, I'létp Arekcend. Kapa ocapua IToaTaBy TpeTbero AH...

— A uro lllepeMmeTeB?

B oTBeT 'OAOBKUH NPOTArUBaeT 11apio NUCHMO:

— Bor, rocypaps, ero penermia. CoOAAroBOAU IPUHATE.

[TéTp pa3pbIBaeT KOHBEPT, AOCTAET OyMary, IpoderaeT e€ rra3zaMy, IOTOM UUTAET BCAYX:

— «Hwuyero nop [ToATaBOM HENIPUATEAD YYUHUTE HaM He CMOJKET, IIOHeKe BEAUKOM ap-
TUAAEPHUU U AOBOABHOM aMyHUIIUH y ce0s He uMeeT». YTo ckakeTe?

MeHIIUKOB KavyaeT 'OAOBOM:

— Bopuc I'leTpoBuy, 5 4aio, FOTOB IIOAOKUTHCSI Ha BOAIO CAydYad, a HapacHo! ApTuane-
pus, 4 BIIPABAY, ¥ IIIBEAOB XHAAsI, OAHAKO JKe U CTeHBI Y TOpOoAa He IITNOKO ropasable...

ATIpaKkCuH CcOTAQIIaeTCs:

— U B camoii [ToaTaBe, MoAM-Ka, HOPOXY U IPOBUAHTA HE CAUIIIKOM OOTaTO — AOATO e
He IPOAEeP KaThCs... beabl OBl He OBIAO!..

Ho y naps y>ke co3peno petteHre. OH 60APO IPUKa3bIBAET:

— BorT uTO, A@HUABIY, CKQUM >KMUBBIM AYXOM K (PeAbAMapIIary U Oepu KOMaHAY B CBOU
pykul.. [IpomeanreHns KAQTH He AOAKHO... He IpuBear rocnoab, exxean Kapay AoBepETcs
TOpoA, IITypMOM B34Th!.. B Hapoae HauHETCA yIIAAOK AyXa U OposKeHHe... A cue HUKaK He-
pomycTumol..

MEeHIIINKOB ONPOKUABIBAET KOBII BUHA, YCAYKAMBO IPOTIHYTHEIM KUKUHBIM, ¥ MOAYA
Ae3€eT B BO30K, OCTaBAEHHBIYU rpadoM.

[TéTp pelIuTEeABHO paclopssKaeTcs:

— Beceabe nomany npekpatuth! Eié He BpeMs moOeAbl BKyIIaTh — HEIPUSITEeAb Heu-
CTOBO B ABE€PU AOMUTCA...

— Huué, naps-0aTrionika, — Xxpadpo Bo3parkaeT KopaOeAbHBIN IAOTHUK. — MBI ero IIOA-
ABIX Aa 110 cycaay!.. He Ae3b, MOA, KyABI He 3BaAu!.. BuBaan, MOA, 1 He TaKUX CYIIOCTATOB!..

Bce pApyxHO cMetoTcda u [1éTp BMecTe cO BCeMU...
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AeBoOepeskHaga YKpanHa. [ToaTaBa. B oca)kAéHHOM ropoae IIapuT HANPSKeHUe U OJKU-
AaHUe, HO He3aMeTHO HUKAKOY NaHWKH. Bce ropopcKue oObIBaTEeAN ITBITAIOTCS TPUHUMATh
IIOCUABHOE ydacTHe B 000pOHe. B pAo0Me TOATaBCKOTO KOMeHAAHTa ITIOAKOBHUKA KeAnHa co-
Opaanch ouiiepsl. Bce 03aboueHbl 1 HEMHOTOCAOBHHI.

— Tpu npucTtyna HaM OTPa3UTh YAAAOCH... — AOKAQABIBAET APTUANEPUNMCKUY KAIIUTaH.
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— Teneps IPOTUBHUK, HAAO ITOAQTATh, IPUCTYIIUT K AAUTEABHOM OCAAE. ..

— CKOABKO IIBEAOB II0A CTEHAMU IIOAETAO? — CIIpallliBaeT KOMEHAQHT.

— He MeHee O6aTaAMOHA, TOCTIOAWH ITIOAKOBHUK...

— A Hammx? YOUTHIE U PaHEHBIE eCTh?

— B oOuieM, He DOAee KAIlPaAbCTBaA. ..

Keann obpaiaeTcs K HHTEHAQHTCKOMY O(QUILlepy:

— T'ocnmopmH NOPYYUK, AOBOABHO AW IIOPOXY U 'PAHAT B HAIIIUX Mara3enHax?

[Mopy4uk MOpPIIAT AOOC:

— IlNopoxy uMeeTcs C IOACOTHU ITYAOB, a TPaHAT HeT U B IOMUHE...

— INouemy >xe? — ypuBasercsa Keans. IHTEHAQHT Pa3BOAUT PYKAMU:

— DBeiBmmi retman Masemna yBepsia TOCYAQpS, YTO LIBEABL K TOPOAY HUIIOYEM He IIPU-
CTYTISAT U IIOTOMY He3aueM ero IIpUIlacaMu 00peMeHsTh... APYTUM, AeCKaTh, OHU Hy KHee...

— TToTomMy M CTEHBI 3TU YYAOM AeprKaTcsl.. — IIOAXBAThIBAET APTUAAEPHUCT. — A eKeAr
IIPOTUBHMUK, yIacu OOT, CAEAAET IIOAKOIBI AU JKe HOYBIO IIOAANOIKUT 3apsIAbL.. — OH BBIpa-
3UTEeABHO HaAyBaeT IEKU U B3MaXMBaeT pyKaMu.

KomeHAQHT pacnops>KaeTcs:

— Hewmepnst yaABoUTE HOUHEBIE KapayAbl! ['Aa3 co I1BeAOB He cIlycKaTb!.. — OH oOpaliia-
eTCs K Ka3aubel cTapIInHe: — A Ka3aukM KaKoBO pAepskarcsa? OO u3MeHe He IIOMBIIIASIOT? ..

— OTMeHHO BepyT cebsI, TOCIIOANH KOMEeHAQHT! — OTBedaeT ecayA. — TaK ¥ HOPOBYT C
Ma3elUHBIMU CePAIOKAMU IOKBUTATHCS!..

— Mas3sera cBOIO OXpaHy KpenKo Oepe’keT!.. — He coraallaeTcs AParyHCKUM Marop. —
Hu epmiHOTO CepAIOKA B IIOAE He BUAQTD...

PacnaxuBaeTcs pABepb, U B KOMHATYy OBICTPBIM IIaroM BXOAUT BECTOBOM!

— locnnopnH KOMEHAQHT, IOMMaAU BPayKeCKOTro Aa3yTunKa!

— Beaure.

B AOM BBOAAT CBSI3@aHHOTO 10 PyKaM YeAOBEKa B KadaubeM KadTaHe U nanaxe. I'lpucyr-
CTBYIOIIIHE C AFOOOTIIBITCTBOM CMOTPSAT Ha Hero. OAWH U3 COAAQT CHUMAET C IAeHHUKA T'OAOB-
HOU yOop.

— Ta s x nan UylikeBu4! — BOCKAUIIAET ecayA. — 3AOPOBEHbKU OYABL, KyM!..

KoMeHpaHT BompomIaeT:

— KTo on Takoli? Kakoro unHa? 3aueM SIBUACA ¢

— 4, naHOBe, reHepPaAbHBIN CYABS... — IMOKASHHO IPEACTaBASIETCS IINEHHUK.

Keann BcTaér:

— Tebs, HapO ToOAAraTh, HaIPAaBUAU CIOAAQ HapAaMeHTEpoM? Kapa IpepbsaBAsSeT HaM
YABTUMATyM? — CMOTPUT Ha CBOE OKpy>kKeHHe. — Tak mepepai KOpOAIo U IIpepaTeato Ma-
3ere, uTo [ToaTaBa 6yaeT cTOATh HacMepTh! Ha MOKAOH K cymmocTaTaM MBI He TOMAEM U MU-
AOCTHU IPOCHUTH HE CTAHEM...

YylikeBUY HEI'POMKO OTBEYaeT:

— MDbBH3 T3K UX MUAOCTeH HS Tpeba. S MpUIIOB BUHY UCKYIIUTE... CaMOM TS>KKOU CAYIK-
ooti... buc MaH? onyTas...

KomenpanT XMypuTCs:

— TlpocTuTk TebGsA MOXKET TOABKO CaM roCyAaphb... He B Moell BoAe OTIYCTUTH TBOIO
BUHY... YBEAUTE €TO...

CyABIO YBOAAT. 3a CTEHAMU Pa3par0TCsl BEICTPEABL. My KUMHEI ADY’KHO BCTAlOT. KeanH
KOMaHAYeT:

— Tocmiopa oduilepsl u crapiuHbl! Bce mo cBouM mectam! OTpa3uTh Bpara, He Melll-
Kas! Aa momoskeT HaM ['octioan!..
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Mati mecsil. AeBobepexkHas YKkpanHa. OkpecTHocTu ceaa Omorrau. beper peku Bop-
CKABL. Beuep. CanépHelll 6aTaAbOH BO3BOAUT MOCTHI 4epe3 peKy. COoApaThl CTapaTEeABHO
BOUBAIOT AyOOBBIE CBAU, COOPY’KAIOT CBOABL, KAGAYT HACTHA... [Ipu AooroparolieM 3akare OT-
YETAUBO OeAelOT CBe)KeCTPYTaHHBIe OPYyChd U AOCKU. K pabOTaloMUM AFOASIM HeCIeITHbIM
1I1aroM IpUOAMIKAIOTCS BepXoBhle. CalépHBIM HaYaAbHUK HACTOPOSKEHHO OKAUKAEeT:

— Croti! Kto Takue? [Tapoas!..

— CBou, 6paten! — CABIIUTCSA AOOPOAYIIHBIN OT3BIB. — ['eHepaa MeHIINKOB...

Ha Oepery nosiBageTcs rpymnna BCAAHUKOB. Malop BBEITATUBAETCA «BO (DPYHTY.

— K yTpy MOCTBI AOAJKHEI CTOSITh, UMEHNTe B BUAY, CAYKUBbIe!.. — HarloMuHaeT MeHIIn-
KOB. Malop pamnopryer:

— TouHno Tak, Balle IPeBOCXOAUTEABCTBO! HempeMeHHO OyAyT TOTOBHL...

AaHuABIY OOpalllaeTcs K reHepanry beaunry:

— 51 c mexoToM 1 KaBarepUel IepexosKy 3AeCh, @ Bbl, FeHepaa, HAETe B 0OXOA... — 000-
paYMBAETCS K HAXOAAIIEeMyCs TyT JKe PenmHuny: — A ThI, AHUKHUTa MIBaHBIY, CTOUIIL B pe-
3epse... Ha cayualt, e>xean IBEABI HAC IOTECHAT... BCIKO Beab OBIBAET...
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BeauHr yrouHseT:

— Korpaa BrICTyTIaeM, Ballle CUITEABCTBO?

— Ha zape...

PenHuH KMBaeT Ha CcamlépoB:

— A onu ycnieror? PaboTa BepAb HEMaaasl...

— I'lycTb TOABKO TOCMeIOT npouITpaduTrhes!.. Typychl HaM pa3BOAUTE HeKOraa... CBoux
HaAO BBIPYYATh!..

W BcapHUKU IPOBOPHO yAaArdroTcd. Ha 6epery coBceM cTeMHeAO. KTO-TO U3 COAAQT AO-
CTaéT Kpecano M KpeMeHb, SBHO HaMepeBasich 3a’kedb KocTép. Oduilep NpuKpUKUBaET:

— Orus He pa3zBopuTh! Bpar He pApemaert!..

Crapelif Kallpaa HeAOyMEeBaeT:

— A Kak BIIOTbMax-TO TOTIOPOM MaXaTh, BallleCTBO?.. BeAb cBoero mpuiuo6eIs HeHapo-
kom! U He 3aMeTHUIL pAaKe...

— Mammu akkypaTHO, — 0e33A00HO OTBedYaeT KOMaHAUD. — [TOKOMHUKOB U KaAreK HaM
He Hap00HO! Ka>kKABIN CAY’KUBBIN Ha CUeTy... BoliHe KOHIa-TO He BUAHO...

Canépsl HeAOYMEHHO XMBIKAIOT. [13-3a TOPU30HTa KAPTUHHO BHIIIABIBAET ITOAHAS, PyMSI-
Has AyHa.

— HaxkoHe1-To, MaTy1ika! — BOCKAUII@eT IIOJKUAOU COAAAT. — SIBHAACH-TAKM K HaM, He-
YPSAAMBEHIM, Ha BBIPYUKY... — KpecTuTcs. — AOAKHO, [Tpeuncras Hac He 3a0bina!l KanreeT
OeAHBIX COAAATHKOB...

Y Hap peKou 3BYUUT APYKHBIN, CA@KEHHBIN IIepeCcTyK TOOPOB. B TUXMX, IIOAYCOHHBIX
BOA@X BOPCKABI MEABKAIOT AYHHBIE OAWKH, 1 COTHU COCHOBBIX CTPY’KEK CKOAB34T B BOAHAX,
CAOBHO MaAeHbKHE KOPaOAUKH.

CTyK IIOCTENIeHHO YMOAKAET, HeDOCBOA, CBETAEET, U B I'yCTHIX IPUOPE’KHBIX KyCTaX 3a-
BOAUT CBOIO ITeCHIO COAOBeH. «IJEak-méak-meéak! Tp-p-p!» — oH OyATO OBI MCIIBITHIBAET
COOCTBEHHOE YMEHME U CUAY, C Ka&XKABIM 3BYKOM 00OpeTas yBepeHHOCTb ¥ MOIIb. A IIPOOYIK-
MQIOIAsCS IPUPOAA OTBEYAeT eMy OAATOAAPHO U PAAOCTHO. M TOrAa AMKYyIOIUe, caMo3a0-
BeHHBIE TPEeAM, KaK CTPYH OAQropaTHOTO AOXKAS, M3AUBAIOTCSA HA TPaBy, KyCThI, PEKY... Ha
TeAd YCTAABIX COAAQT, CISIIINX BIIOBAAKY Ha TOAOM 3eMae. OHU AeKaT BIIEpeMelIKy C TOIIO-
paM¥, MOAOTKaMU M MMAAMH, KOe-KTO YAOJKUA TOAOBY Ha HEOIIKypeHHOe OpeBHO. KakeTcs,
YTO BCEX UX CBAAMAA HEOAOAUMAS BPaXkKbs CUAQ...

W BAPYT m3paA€Ka AOHOCHUTCS MEPEeCTyK COTeH KOHCKUX KOIBIT. COAOBeM YMOAKAET.
Crapblll Kalpan, IOMEeCTUBIINNICS Ha YCAYKAMBO PACCTEAEHHBIX IITUHEASX, C TPYAOM IIOA-
HUMaeT F'OAOBY, HO TYT JKe IPOBOPHO BCKAKUBAET Ha HOTU U CIIEHINT K IIOXOAHOM ITaAaTKe.

— l'enepansl ckauyT, BautectBo! M apmusi ¢ HUMHU!.. — OTKHMHYB IIOAOT, TPEBOKHO CO00-
IIJaeT OH IIOYMBAIOIIEeMY Ha4aAbHUKY. Maliop HeAOBOABHO BOPYUT:

— Casbllry, uépt Te0sg Bo3bpMu! Celuac 0yay... OX, CAy>kK0a IPOKASITasd — HU AHS OKO4...
O-x0-x0...

A Ha Oepery y>Ke NOsIBUAACH KaBarepusi. Canépel HEXOTS BCTAIOT.

— T'el, cay>kuBBIe! A@ BBl HUKAK TOIIOPHI ITIOA TOAOBBI KAAAW, — HIIYTUT MOAOAOM Ka3ak,
— 3aMeCTO IOAYIIKY IIyXOBOM... CIIaAOCh, 3HATH, CAAAKO!..

— Tomop-To moMsirye TBOEeM cabAHr... — Pa30M OTKAUKAETCS IMTOJKUAOU COApaT. — U Boc-
Tpee TBOBO S3bIKa... He XoIiIb mTonpo0oBaTh?.. — OH ITIOAHUMAET TOTIOP.

Canépel 1 Ka3aKu APY’KHO X0X04yT. HO TyT psaAbl BCAAHUKOB Pa3AaIOTCS, U MTOABASETCS
MEeHIIIMKOB, AOBKO CUAS B CEANE.

— I'ne HavarbHUK ¢ HauyaabHUKaA KO MHe!..

Marop B HaTeABHOU py0Oaxe, Ha XOAY HapeBast MyHAUD, CIIEIIUT eMy HaBCTpeuy:

— 4 3pech, Ballle MPEeBOCXOAUTEABLCTBO... JKUBOM HOTOM’! ..

— MocTbl TOTOBBI? AOAOKHA!..

— Tak To4HO, Ballle MPEBOCXOAUTEABCTBO! MI3BOABTE BUAETS...

Bepera peku coeprHsieT TporKa IMPOKUX AePEBSIHHBIX HACTUAOB. OHU IIPU3LIBHO Oe-
A€IOT B Ay4aX BOCXOALIIIETO COAHIIA.

— Monoansl! — opo0pseT A@HUABIU U TYT Ke IIpepocTeperaeT: — Ho exxeau onu my-
IIIeK He CAIoKAT — Oeperurech!.. 3a MHOH, pebsATal.. — KOMaHAyeT OH Ka3aKaM U AparyHaM,
IIePBBIM IIPEOAOAEBAS PEKY BIIAaBb. KOHHUIIA YCTPEMASIETCA 3@ HUM...
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Main mecar. AeBoOepeskHada YKpauHa. OkpectHocTH [ToaTaBel. IToapeHb. AparyHsl u
Ka3aKy, IPeABOAUTEABCTBYeMble MEHIIMKOBBIM, aTaKyIOT IIBEAOB, 3aCEBIINUX B yKpeIAe-
HHUIX, OKPY’KUBIINX FOpoA. HenmpusATeAb, YKPBIBIINUCE 3@ 3€MASHBIM BaAOM, IIIeAPO OOCTpe-
AUBaeT M3 py’KeH U IIyIIeK PYCCKYI0 KOHHUILY, HeCYIyIOCs IIAOTHBIM cTpoeM. PaHeHbIe Ka-
3aKU U APAryHBI IaAQI0T HaB3HUUb...

MeHIIMKOB KOMaHAYeT:

— Araky npekpatuth! [TexoTa, Bepéa/!..
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KaBarepuCTbl MUTOM OCa’>KUBAIOT AOIIAAEM, M COAAQTHI PACCHITTHBIM CTPOEM, mpurunoda-
SICh U IIPUIIaAasl K 3eMAe, KOPOTKUMHU IlepeOe’kKaMy CIelllaT K BPa’KeCKUM YKPEIIAeHUSIM.
LIIBeaB OTBeUYatOT OECTTOPIAOUYHBIM OTHEM. Halliu mexOoTHHITBI, OKa3aBIINCh B HECKOABKUX
11arax OT 3€MASIHBIX HaChIlel, 3@ KOTOPBIMHU YKPBIACS HENIPUATEAD, AOBKO IIDUMKHYB IITHI-
KH, OpOCArOTC Ha LITYPM. 3aBA3BIBAETCSA OJKEeCTOUEHHBIN 1 OeCIIOMaAHBIN IIITHIKOBOM OOM. ..

MeHIUKOB, HAOAIOAAS 3@ IPOUCXOAAIINM B IIOA30PHYIO TPYOY, 3bIYHO OTAQET IIPUKA3:

— Kaanepusa! Ha nopmory!.. 2Kuso!..

AparyHsl 1 Ka3aKy IPBITAIOT B CEAAA U AETAT Ha IIOMOIIb IIeX0Te. MeHIIINKOB TOJKe TPO-
raeT KOH$, HO BAPYT B HECKOABKUX IIIarax OT Hero NapaeT 0oM0a, IINUIS U OellleHO KPYTAICh...
BcapHUK HEBOABHO OTIIATHIBAETCA... ANBIOTAHT reHepara OOpPeuEHHO 3aKphIBaeT TAa3a, HO
KPYTABIM CHapsip, IOKPYTUBIINCH, HEABU)KHO 3aMUpaeT. MeHITNKOB CyeBepHO KPeCTUTCS 1
TOBOPUT HE CBOMM T'OAOCOM:

— ChaaBa rocrnoay, IpoHecao... BoT Tak roctusery! OTKyAQ, KASATad, IpUAeTeAd ?

AATBIOTAHT OTBEUYAeT:

— Bupath, u3 IloATaBHL..

— Yero X 0HU, OXaALHUKH, II0 CBOUM IAAIT?.. ['Aa3a, 4To AM, 3aCTHAO?Z!..

— Orranean, HeOOCh, C TOAOAYXH!..

MEeHIIIUKOB MPUCTAABHO BIASIABIBAETCS B CHAPSIA,

— A Hy-Ka, OpaTel], IOTAIAN, 4eTO TaM TOPYMT U3 HyTpa?..

[ToMOIIHUK, HAKAOHUBIINUCE, O€PET YyT'YHHBIN I1ap B PyKU: U3 HEOOABIIIOIO OTBEPCTUSL
BBICYHYT 3aKOITUEHHBIN OyMa>KHBIN JKI'yT. AABIOTAHT OCTOPOJKHO U3BAEKAeT ero U pa3Bopa-
YMBaeT:

— Tyt penemal..

— A gy, uuTan!

— «3eMagku! PoccugHe! Tepnum HyXaAy U 6eAHOCTb BeAnKYI0. OCOOAMBO B IIOPOXE,
cBuHIle U xAele. [IpaBocraBHEIE, BEIpDyYalTe, HO IIePEeAAUTe rOCYAAPIO, UTO OyAEM CTOATh
AO ITocAepHero. M momoru Ham 60r!»

MeHIIMKOB KPECTUTCS U CMOTPUT B CTOPOHY OCa’*XAEHHOTO ropoAa. [TexoTa m KOHHHUIIA
TECHUT OTYaATHHO OOOPOHSIOIINXCS MIBEAOB. Te MEAAEHHO OTCTYIAOT.

Ho TyT co CTOPOHBI peKU NOSIBASIOTCS IINOTHBIE IIEPEHTU CUHUX MYHAUPOB. C 000uX
(bAQHTOB MX IOAAEPIKUBAET KOHHUIA. MEeHIIINKOB C MUHYTY HAOAIOAQET 3@ MPOUCXOAAIINM,
IIOTOM KOMaHAYeT TpyOauy:

— Tpy0Ou, OpaTel], HeMeAAeHHEBIN 0TX0a! Kaskuch, caM UX KOPOAb CIIEIIUT Ha BBEIPYUKY!
Aa co Bcelt apmueli... Ham He ycToaTh! ..

TpyOad BCKUABIBAET OAECTAIINU UHCTPYMEHT, HAAYBAs IEKH, [IOAQET 3BYUHBIM CUT'HAA.
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Hauano utonsi 1709 ropa. AeBobepeskHasi YKpanHa. OkpectHocTu [ToaTaBwl. [To mpo-
CEAOYHOU AOPOTe KAaTUT KapeTa, COIIPOBOKAAEMas 3CKaAPOHOM AparyH. B Hell cuUAAT cam
rocyAaph, ACHIIUK KUKWUH 1 KabuHeT-cekpeTapb MakapoB. KHUKWH BBITAIABIBAET B OKHO:!

— Maku ell€ IBeTyT... — B F'OAOCe ero yAuBAeHUe U BocTopr: — AenoTa! Bcé xpyrom
aneet... A noMHUIIB, [1éTp AreKcend, KakKre MOPO3bI AaBeda CTOSIAU ¢ [ITHIILI Ha AeTy Koue-
Heau... Ctpax!..

IéTp ycMmexaeTcs:

— lop MUHYBIIMY MHeE, TPU3HATHCS, EABIX AECSATH CTOUA... M AeA0 He TOKMO B MOPO-
3ax!.. OpHa MazennHa MoAAAs M3MeHa CTpalllHee AI0O0T0, CAMOT0 3BEPCKOr'0 KOAOTYHa...

MaKapoB OCTOPO’KHO AFOOOIBITCTBYET:

— OBH, HapO IOAAraTh, AABHO 3TY MBICAB AeAesdA?.. He BADYT BeAb OHa eMy B TOAOBY IIPH-

IIAQ. ..

— KrTo ero 3HaeT. B IoHOCTHU OH, Kak TOBOPAT, OBIA B Ia’KaX Y HOABCKOT'O KOPOASL... B uéMm-
TO IPOBUHUACA U B 3alIOPOKCKYIO0 Ceub Oe’Kan, AOCAYKUACS TaM AO FeTMaHa... — TporaeT
yCBL. — A MHe OH, CTapbli IPOHBIPE, OeCIPEeCTaHHO COBETOBAA — PA30pPHU AQ PA30PHU ITO

pa3boiiHnYbe rHe3A0!.. BoT Bepb mypauHO ceMsl..

Kapery noTpsixuBaeT, CEAOKH YepPTHIXAIOTCH, 3aTeM KUKIH HallOMUHAET:

— Ho apiaye-To 3Ta Cedb TOKMO B IIOMHHE M OCTaAACh...

— Ilpuninock IOCAEAOBATh Ma3eNMHOMY MYAPOMY COBETY — PA30THAAU €€ IIPoYb, U
XAOIIOT TOYHO ITOYOAaBUAOCH, CAABa CO3AATEATO!..

— Bnepean, Ka>kuch, HaIllX TOCTHL...

— OTO0 cTaBKa CBeTAeIero... Hy-Ka, IOrASAUM, Kak OH CAY KOy Hecért!..

B pycckoM Aarepe 3aMeTHAU [APCKUM SKUMAXK, M OT HAAQTKU K ITaA@TKe Ha4aAOCh BOA-
HOOOpAa3HOe ABUJKEHHUE: PAAOBBIE U OPUILEPBl PUHYAUCH IIDUBOAUTD BCE B HAANEIKAIIMU
BUA. 3aCTETUBAIOTCSI MYHAUPHI, 3aTAIMBAIOTCS MOsCa, OepyTcs Ha U3TOTOBKY PYKbd... M3
IMaAaTKU KOMaHAYIOIero BeioeraeT MeHIIINKOB U CIEIIUT HaBCTPeUy TOCYyAApPIO...

Llapckast KapeTa oCTaHaBAMBAETCS, U Ilapb, PACIaXHYB ABEPIIbl, BLIIIPBLITUBAET 13 HeE.
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ChaepOM TTOSIBASIOTCS 00a MMOMOIITHUKA. ['0Cypaph M CBETAEHIINM KHA3b OOHUMaroTcda. KHs-
JKeCKasl CBUTA, BBIMAA HAPY Ky, YAHHO CTOUT B CTOPOHKeE. [1éTp moxaonsiBaeT MeHIMKOBa
IO IIAeYy:

— Hy, AoknrappIBal, AQHUABIY, KAKOBO ThI TYT C AUXUMM CYIIOCTATaMU YIIPABAIEIIbCI? ..
Koro u kak KoroTuiib? M KTo Te6s1, OKassHHOI'O, AYTITyeT?..

Ho He ycneBaeT KOMaHAYIOIIUN OTBETUTE, KAK HeBAAAEKE PA3AAETCs IIyM, OeCIIOPSIA0Y-
HBIN TPECK Py’>Kel, pyTraHb U KPUKHU...

MeHIITNKOB 3bIYHO KOMaHAYeT:

— Coapatsl! B py>ksé! Uto Tam 3a KaTaBacus?!..

B pycckom Aarepe TpyOST TpeBOTY, U BCe OepyTcd 3a opykue. K IITaOHOM araTKe CKa-
YyeT AparyHCKUM KanuTtaH. Oca’kuBaeT KOHS, CIPBITUBAET Ha 3€MAIO 1 AOHOCHUT:

— Baure napckoe Beanuectso...

Llaps yKa3biBaeT Ha MeHITMKOBA:

— AoknrapbiBay eMy. OH — CTaplIWU IO 3BAHUIO...

KanuraH panopryerT:

— V3 mIBeACKOTO TIAEHQ, Ballle IPEeBOCXOAUTEABCTBO, Oe’KaAl HAlllU Y3HUKU... KOAOAKHU
pa3ouAM 1 OXpaHy HaCMePTh IIOPEIIHAH. ..

[érp:

— Aa ayl.. I rAe )Ke OHU TOMUAUCH? AA@AEKO OTCIOAQ?..

KanwuraH noBopaunBaeT roAOBY:

— B CrapoMm CaH>XapoBe, TOCyAaphb... PyuHble 1 HOJKHBIE KAHAAABI Pa30UAM U yIBa3Aa-
AU MU CTPa’Xy HalpOYb...

— Bot aTo yaaabisl! CopBUTOAOBEL IpsiMO!.. BOT 5paK-TO 1 HAAOOHO € CyIIOCTaTaMu BO-
eBaTh — KPYIIUTh UX BCEM, UTO IIOA PYKY IIOIAAET!..

— ATAe OHU caMU-TO?.. — copammuBaeT MeHIMKOB. — M 9TO TaM 3a I'BAAT?..

— Aa TyT OHH, B A@repe... OTO IIBEAbI 3a HUMU I'HAANCH, HO HAIllK UX MUTOM OTTECHUAMN. ..

— AaBaii ux cropa!

KannuTtan noBopadmBaeTcsd, AeAdeT HECKOABKO IIaroB, a PSAABL COAAAT TYT JKe Pa3ABUTa-
IOTCS, ¥ ABa AeCSITKA OBIBIIINX IINEHHUKOB ITOSIBASIIOTCS IIepea FAa3aMu rocyaapsi. B uctaes-
11el, U30PBAHHOM OAEXKAE, B KPOBOIIOATEKAX U CUHSAKAX, OOCUKOM...

— OtkyAa OyaeTe, CAYKUBBIE? — COUYYBCTBEHHO CIIPAIIUBAET I1apPhb.

— VHrepMaHAQHACKUM IIEXOTHBIN ITOAK, Balite BeanuecTBO... — OTBeYaeT OAUH U3 ObIB-
IIUX Y3HUKOB.

— Kaxkoro ThI 3BaHUA? — AIOOONBITCTBYET MEHIIINKOB.

— TMoanoakoBHUK FOpPAOB, Ballle TPEBOCXOAUTEABCTBO...

[TéTp nmonpaBaseT:

— TToAKOBHUK OTHBIHE... — IIapb OOHHUMaeT CMeAbuYaKa M IleAyeT ero. — baaropapio,
Oparerl], 3a CAy’KOy! — moBopadymBaeTcs K ocTaabHBIM: — M Bac, cCAy>KuBBIe, OAArOAapPIO 3a
BepHOCTE OTedecTBYy! Moaoausl! 'epon!..

ITAeHHUKY XOpOM:

— Cay>kuMm Poccumn, rocyapaps!..
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Cpeanna utons. AeBobepexktas YKpanHa. Ceao OmnorirHs. B mpocTopHOM XaTe 3a CTO-
AOM cUAAT Masena, AOMUKOBCKUN, OpAUK, BoltHapoBCcKuM. APy’>KHO KypPAT AIOABKH, B TOP-
HUIIE CTeAeTCS 0OAAKO ABIMA, 3a OKHaMU Beuepeer...

— A XTO M3H3 CKake, A3 UyHKeBUY? — CIpallliBaeT OBIBIINMN I'eTMaH.

— Hbsma UylikeBuua, — npg4a raasa, poHseT AOMUKOBCKUM.

— Sk ? MocKkaAu BOUAH, UM 1107 ..

OpAUK TTOKUMaET IIAeYaMU:

— buc ero 3Hae — BOWAHU, UM HU... — HEOPEKHO CIAEBHIBAET. — YTUK BUH...

— Kyap! yTuk?.. — oBOopauuBaeT K HeMy TOAOBY TeTMaH. BMecTo raaBHOrO nucaps oT-
BeYaeT rAaBHBIM 0003HUYUY AOMUKOBCKUM:

— Ao Tlerpa. 1 He opuH... 3 UM yTUKAU MakCcUMOBUY, 3eAeHCKUM, AHApHAII, Ko>XyxXOB-
ckun, Ausoryo...

— Yekan! — oOprwiBaeT ero Mazena. — byaga!l.. — OH oragpwpIiBaeT COOOUIHUKOB: —
Moske, 1 BBl BCU TyABI HaBOCTPUABICH? LIIUpoit pAoAm €303 mIyKaTh?.. — MalleT PyKOM. —
Tukaure y>xo...

— Hbs mrymu, psabpko MiBaH! — ocTaHaBAWBAeT ero NAeMSIHHUK BoliHapoBCcKuN. — BOHEI
SKIIIO PO3YMHUIOTH, 1110 aph [ TeTpo nx y CuOupk COMAET... B KalipaHax Ta B XBOpoOe TaM BCHU

U CTUHYTb...
CIIOABM)KHHMKHU reTMaHa YTPIOMO MOAYAT. ['eTMaH 30BET:
— I'aiz, xromuel.. — BXOAUT cAayra. X034UH IIpUKasbiBaeT: — lIIBBIAYE TOPUAKHU CIOABI

Hacul.. — cayra BBIXOAUT. Maszelia CMOTPUT Ha CBOMX ITOMOIITHUKOB: — 3AaE€TCSI MIHD, 110
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BEI AIOJKE 3ASIKAeTeCh... Tak?..

— Koro MbI 3A51KaeMcsi?.. — TAyxo oTBedaeT OpPAUK.

— Llaps IleTpa... — cAyra IpUHOCUT BEITUBKY. — HaauBari! — xaomell pa3auBaeT JKUA-
KOCTb 110 YapKaM. 'eTMaH OepéT cBO10: — 3a I10 OyAeMO IIUThH?..

AOMUKOBCKUU OpPOCAeT HerpoOMKO:

— 3a n1obepy KOpoAst KapAsL...

— AoOGpel.. — coraamaerca Maszena. — Kapaa — xaomern MIBBIAKWH... Xak 00T eMy 1O-
More!..

Bce moaua nibioT. HeoX1AaHHO OTKPBIBAETCS ABEPDL, U B AOM BXOAUT reHepaa /\eBeHra-
VIT, IPOU3HOCUT HA AOMaHOM PYCCKOM:

— Kapairo cupuTs... — IepexoAUT Ha HeMellKuii, oOpalasack K Masene, a OpAuK nepe-
BOAUT: — ['OCIIOAMH reTMaH, Kak Ballle 300POBbe?..

— Cnacu0o0, ITOKa He JKaAyHCh...

— Cypas 110 TOMY, KaK BbI AUXO OIIPOKUABIBAETE PIOMKY, Ballle CaMOYyBCTBHE 3HAUNUTEAD-
HO OKpPeIIAO... A BaM U3BECTHO, UTO 1Iapb [16Tp BEpHYACS U3 OTAYUKH ¥ BO3TAABUA PYCCKYIO
apMuio?..

— HW3BecTHO...

— M uTo BB cOOUpaeTech NPEATPUHATE? .. Baliu TpeproKeHUs? ..

— A cpenan Bcé, uto Mor... CroBapuBaiA IIOABCKOTO KOPOAST, TOAOUBaAA Ha IOMOIIb KPBIM-
CKOTO XaHa...

— M uro?..

— Buaute camu... MHe pA00aBUTBH HEYETO...

— MuI ¢ BaMu cTapble AIOAU, reTMaH... CTapble U ONBITHHIE... M, Ka3aroch Obl, MHOTOe
AO/SKHBI IOHUMATh U IIPEABUAETD, He TaK AU ¢ MeHs elfé MOKHO U3BUHUTD: I — ITOAAQHHBIN
Ero BeanuecTBa, ¥ MOM AOAT BCIOAY CAEAOBATH 3a HUM, Cpa’kasAch 3a 4eCTb U cAaBy llIBe-
UU... A BEI?..

— Azl

— ViMeHHO Tak, reTMaH... BBl U3MeHUAN CBOEMY 'OCYAApPIO U HEIHe IIpeObIBaeTe B Oe3-
AENCTBUU... ATOOOTIIBITHO OBl Y3HATh — Ha YTO BBl paccuuThIBaeTe? Ha BOAIO cAydast UAM
00sxkbto ToMo1Ib? .. Ho 'ocioas He JKaayeT OTCTYITHUKOB. ..

Ma3zena cobupaeTcs ¢ MBICASIMU U OTBeYaeT TYMaHHO:

— Sl moaararoCh Ha CBOOOAY MOEM POAUHEBEL — YKpPauHHL... M1 TOABKO 3TO ABHJKET MHOIO...

[To>kmAo¥ reHepaA, UPOHUYHO YABIOAACH, IPUCTAABHO OTASIABIBAET 3aCTHIBIINX B HEAOY-
MEHWU CIOABUKHUKOB U3MEHHUKA U CO B3BAOXOM 3aKAIOUAET:

— 51 HapeKCh, YTO CKOPO COCTOUTCA reHepaAbHOE CpakeHue, KOTOpoe BCE pelur... 1
HAIIIU CyABOBI TOJKE... — YyTh CKAOHSAET FOAOBY, IOBOPAUUBAETCSI U YXOAUT.

/AOMUKOBCKHU OCTOPOJKHO CIIPAIIMBAET:

— Yoro rato BuH?.. [llo emy Tpeba?..

Mazena MaleT pyKo, IpUKa3blBas CAyTe:

— Xaomnue! Haaugsaii!..
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Wronb mecan,. AeBoOeperkHas YKpanHa. OkpectHocTu [ToaTaBel. YTpo. Bea pycckas
apMus nepelnpasageTcsa yepe3 Bopkcay. Ha npuropke crpyauAach rpyIia BCAAHUKOB: caM
rocypapsb, llepemereB, Menmmukos, Penuus, Boyp, bptoc, beannr. I[TéTp BHUMaTEeABHO OC-
MaTPUBAET B IOA30PHYIO TPYOY IIBEACKHUN Aareph IIepe CTeHaMu FopoAa.

— Korpa nopo¥iayT kKaaMbIKY, bopuc ITeTpoBruu? — cropamuBaet 11aphb y Lllepemeresa.

— Yepes AeHB, He paHee, TOCYAAPb.

— CKOABKO UX?..

— ABaALaTh THICSY.

PenHuH npepaaraer:

— MBI OpocuM X Ha A€BBIM (DAGHT, U IIIBEAAM TOUYHO He IO3A0POBUTCA. ..

— Tam crnaomHble 60AOTa — KOHU B HUX YBA3HYT, — TPe3BO 3aMedaeT MeHIINKOB, —
HeT pe30Ha TyAa UATH...

— Torpa Hy>KHO TOTOBUTH (DAIIIUHBL, CTEAUTH UX U ITyCKATh B AEAO IIEXOTY... A KaBarepUs
MIOMAET cpasa... — [léTp cmoTpuT Ha MeHmukoBa: — [loa TBOUM, KHSI3b, HA4aAOM... [ToA-
TaBy HaAOOHO BEIpyUYaTh HEMeAAS!.. ATOAY TaM C TOAOAY ITyXHYT...

[TéTp moap3bIBaeT pyKOU HadaAbHUKA apTUuArepuu bproca. PaccypAUTeABHBIN HIOTAQHAEL]
CIIOKOMHO IIOABE3’KAET K TOCyAapio. TOT yKa3bIBaeT Ha OOIIUPHYIO PABHUHY MEXAY AeCOM
U XOAMaMU:

— Bort 3pecs, SIkoB BuanMbly, HapAOOHO ITOCTABUTE BCIO HAITY APTUAAEPHIO. ..

— IAe, rocypapb? B unicTom noae?.. — yAUBASIETCSI HEBO3MYTUMBIN bproc.

Llapp nnosicHgeT:

— MBI IOCTYTIMM TaK: COOPYAUM C AECSITOK PEAYTOB, a 3@ HUMU HaraAUM IIyLIKu. Bee,
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KaKue ecCThb...
— Ho Kapa-To nmocTtapaeTcs ux oToUTh!.. — 3aMeudaeT nopbexaniiuil LllepemeTes.
[TéTp XUTPO yABIOAETCS:

— ViMeHHO Tak, — OH TpeOOBaTeABHO CMOTPUT Ha bproca: — A ThI, SIKOB, 3TOTO He AOIIY-

CTHIIIb, BEPHO?.. ByAeIlb IaAUuTh 10 HUM BO BCIO UBAHOBCKYIO! [ToHSA?..

[TToTraHAEL] ITIOYECHIBAET 38 YXOM:
— Kak He TOHATE... A KOTAQ MBI PEAYTEI BO3BEAEM?..
— Houblo, — CIIOKOMHO OTBeYaeT apb U yKa3blBaeT Ha MeHIMKoBa: — BOH AaHUABIY

110 HOYaM MOCTEI CTPOUT, ¥ HUUero — cTodgr!.. ['Ae Hallla He IIpomaapana’?..
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Wrons Mecsrl. AeBoOepeskHas YKpanHa. Cenao OnoniHs. Beuep. B ropHuIie y oOkHa CUAUT
OBIBIINM reTMaH, KypUT TPYOKY, TPEBOJKHO O 4YEM-TO pas3MbIIAggd. OH BCIIOMUHAET OBIAOE:!
BOT €ro, TPUAIIATUAETHErO TeHEePAAbHOI'O NHCaps, BBI3BIBAIOT K TeTMaHy IIpaBOOepesKHOM!
Ykpauns! ITeTpy AopoieHko. Masena gBAseTCS B FTeTMAaHCKUU «KypeHb», U AOPOIIEHKO
Bpy4aeT eMy TallHyl0 OyMary:

— Crpumaii mBsIAue, ViBaH, y KOHCTaHTUHOIIOADB U BEITAQM CYATaHY 11310 I'paMoTy!..

— Ao TamM?.. — HAWMBHO BOIIPOIIIaeT MTUcaphb. ['eTMaH HeAOBOABHO MOPIIUTCS, HO TTPU-
3HAETCS:

— Hb x04y 6uABIIIE XOABITE TUA MOCKAASIMH... AtosKe 00peIpA0! Hexall 6yayTh XOUb TYp-
Masera IpsiyeT IpaMoTy B IIANIKY ¥ BEIXOAUT. [TOTOM OH MUUTCS C ACSITKOM Ka3aKOoB I10
popore B KpeIM, HO 11O ITyTH €TI0 AOBUT KollleBoM aTamaH VBaH Cupko.

— Jo, Maszemna, AaAneKO AU CKaudelllb?.. — Kypa’kKAUBO crpamuBaeT Cupko. — Moxke,
TBI 3a0AyAUBCs?.. 3a0yB, A9 MocKBa?.. — reHepaAbHBIN IUCAPh YTPIOMO MOAYMT. ATaMaH
OIBITHBIM T'A@30M OKHUABIBAET IIA€HHUKA M AOBKO CAEPIUBAET C €T0 TOAOBEL Tanaxy. AOCTaET
13 Heé IrpaMoTy, pa3BopauMBaeT U 4uTaeT. A mpouTs, Bockaunaer: — O-re-rel — Cupxko
IIOKa3bIBaeT OyMary CBOUM KasakKaM. — ['apHy OTHIIO MBI 3 BAMM 3aXOIMABIl — CMOTPUT
Ha nucapsa: — Tanepsb T203, Ma3sena, KuHell 1 AopollleHKe T3K! Xuba pyccKui 1apb Takd
crapnuT?! Lo )k n3aMeHal.. — KOMaHAyeT Ka3dakaM: — Ba>KuTe ero, xAonmsl! 3papHUKA 10-
ra"oro... — Maseny cBa3blBaroT, a CUpKO npurosapusaeT: — MsbI T502 BMUCTH 3 ODOMarou
20 11apst Arekces nuiAéM! Xal BUH 3Hae, IKy 3MeIOKY IIpUrpeal..

BcrmoMHMB BC€ 3TO, CTaphIli TeTMaH TAYOOKO B3ABIXAET. 3aKaTHBIE AYIN COAHIIA 30A0TST
Aarékme 0OAAKa, AETKUUM BETEPOK LIEAECTUT AUCTBIMU BBICOKOT'O SIBOPa BOAU3U XaThl, OTKY-
Aa-TO AOHOCHUTCS IIPU3BIBHOE MblUaHNe KOPOB, CBUCT KHYTa U 3bIUHBIN I'OAOC ITACTyXa:

— o0 11063!..

Crapelll reTMaH MBITAETCSH, B OYEePEAHON pas, 3aTIHYThCSA, TOABKO TIIETHO — OTOHb B
AIOABKe 3aTyX. Torpa oH mepeBopauuBaeT €€ U HeCKOABKUMHU YAQPaMu IPUBLIYHO BEIOUBAET
IerneA IpsIMO Ha CTOA. AKKypaTHOU ropkod. C MHHYTy CMOTPUT Ha Heé, IIOTOM HErpOMKO
30BET:

— O#, xpomue!.. — TUlimHa. X035MH BO3BBIIIAET TOAOC: — Xaomde! Ad Thl, moraHer?!..

B oTBeT — HU 3ByKa. Toraa crapselii reTMaH OCTOPOKHO BCTAET M3-3a CTOAQ, Ha IIBIIIOY-
Kax IlepeceKaeT TOPHUITY, BEIXOAWUT B ceHU. Hurae HUKoOro. Xo3s1H, KpapAyduCh, CITyCKaeTCs
C KPBIABIIQ, IOTUXOHBKY OTHOAET YTOA AOMA...

MOAOAO¥ CAYTQ, BCTaBUB AEBYIO HOT'Y B CTPEMSI, YK€ TOTOB BCKOYUTE B CEAAO, HO T€TMaH
OAHUMM TIPBIKKOM HaCTUTAeT ero U CCa’KuBaeT Ha3eMb:

— Tot KyARl, BpakuHa?! Tukate coOpaBca?! Ao Koro?.. — mapeHb MOAYHUT. — AO IIBe-
AOB, 91 AO MOCKaAeli? MaOyAb, Tl Maelllb AYMKY, 1110 T303 TaM OyA3 AFOKD rapHO? Maellb,
gy HU?.. [IIBeABI T903 AQAYTH AYAIO 3 MAKOM, @ MOCKaAU Ha MMOEHUITY B3BAEPHYTh... — TeT-
MaH MOKa3bIBaeT JKeCTOM.

CAyTa TAyXO ITPOM3HOCHT:

— Sl ma Cuyb cTpUMAIO...

— Ha Cuub?! — Ma3zena Ha MUHYTY YMOAKAeT, IIOTOM OpocaeT c ropedsto: — Hima
Cuun... Llaps [leTpo eé ¢ 3eMAEI0 3pYyHMHOBAA... BCMX KO3aKOB ITOPy0aa, HUA SKOTO B JKUBBIX
HD OCTaBUA... Kpatil..

K pomy rermana nopxopaT OpAMK U AOMUKOBCKUM. OCTaHAaBAMBAIOTCS, CABIIIA Pa3ro-
BOP XO35IMHA U CAYTH. XAOIIEI] OITyCKaeT TOAOBY. Masera MEITAMBO CMOTPUT Ha HETO:

— 34 MHOIO 3a BUABHY YKpaWHy BOIOBATH HY XOYellb?.. Xouelllb, Y HU?.. MoBYulIb!
Topy cKauu K OUCY Y IEKAO... 51 T303 Aep>KaTh HA CTaHy... KOKHOMY CBOSI AOASL...

ITapeHb BCKAaKMBAET B CEANO, OBLET TISITKOM >Kepediia, M TOT OEpET C MecTa BCKaub. Ean-
HBIM MaXOM OAOAEB IIAeTeHb, BCAAHUK ITPOBOPHO yAansieTcsi. Masera ¢ TOCKOIO CMOTPUT
eMy BCAep,. TyT 13-3a yraa MOSIBASIIOTCS TA@BHBIN TUCAph U OOO3HUUMNH.

— Ha 1110 THI OTIIYCTHB €ro, ITaH TeTMaH? — HepAOyMeBaeT AOMUKOBCKUH.

— buc 3 HuM! Xuba AypHSI CUAOU YAEPIKHIIIL? ..
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— Hu Takuii BuH pypeHb! — He coraamaercd OpanK. — KOABI BUH K MOCKAASIM yCKade
— BOHBI €T0 II[UPO HATPAAAT...

Maszerna BAPYT yA@pPsIeTCsl B BOCIIOMUHAHUS!

— IIpo c363 Kaxy... POKUB IATBAECAT TOMY £, IK BUH, TAK YCKaKaB B 3allOPHUIKCKYIO
Cuub... [ToXOTUB cTaThb BUABHBIM KO3aKOM...

— Taxk cTaB Xe!.. — BockAumaeT AOMUKOBCKUU. — 1 A0 reTMaHa OUAHSABCA... Bcst 6aTh-
KUBIIIMHA T303 BBa’Kae...

— A MaH3 1110 A0 11Pr0? Tenephb y BCUX IlepkBax Masele aHadeMy KAUYYTh... OChb 5 BO-
por BCcuX XpUcTugH!..

— LI» naps [eTpo Tak Beaen, — Bo3paskaeT OpAuK. — Xuba ThI He PO3yMUEIIh? ..

— Ta po3ymuio, po3yMuto... TUABKY 1110 M3H3 3@ AUAO AO Toro?.. Kapaa He cpaeTcs, Ko-
3aK4 30 NIBeAAMU OpaTaTUCh HI XOTATh... UM H3 TaK?..

— Ter mo xouenb Ka3aTb? 1o MBI OYABI TaKKU BOABIKME AYPHH, KOABI 3 Kapaoil Bg3a-
ABICH?! A XTO HaM CYAUB Ipoiiei 6orato?!..

Maszerna xo4eT OTBETUTh, HO U3AaAeKa AOHOCUTCS ITYII€YHBIN BEICTPEA.

— Ocb 363! — B3pparuBaeT AoMuKoBcKui. — CayxaiTe! 13 mI1BeAbI UM Kaljanbl ¢
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Wrionb Mecan,. AeBobOepeskHas YKpanHa. Houb. Y KOCTpa CUAAT COAAQTHL M Ka3aKu. JTO
JacoBble, OXPAHAIOIINEe PYCCKUN Aarepb. [Ae-TO B CTOPOHE CABIIIHBI HEI'POMKHE TOAOCQ,
CTYK AOIIAT ¥ TOIIOPOB — TaM IO IPUKa3y FOCYyAAPs CIEITHO BO3BOAAT PEAYTHL. A elllé AaAb-
1re OeA€lOT ITaAATKU KOMaHAHOIO cocTaBa. M Hap BceM 3TUM H@puUT O€3A0HHOE YKPAUHCKOe
He0O C MUPHaAAMU 3BE3A U TOHKOM AY’KKOU Mecsna. CTpaku MUPHO OeCeAyIOT...

— A mouTo MBI IIIBEAAM B CIMHY-TO HE YAQPUAM?.. — CHpPAIINBAeT MOAOAOU COAAAT Y
Kampana. MaTépsliii CAy’KaKa HeCIIelIHO OTBEeYaeT:

— A AOTapAMBHI KaK-HUKaK... — OH BBIIYCKAeT U3 TPYOKU 00AAKO AbIMa. — TaM, Ayphs
TBOS TOAOBQ, TPSICKUHA KPYyroM... MBI OBl BCe YTOIIAW, U Thl BMecTe ¢ Hamu! He 3a moHIoX
TabaKy, eApH TBOIO B ABIIIIAO!.. — BCe KapayAbHBIe cMeroTcs. — Llapb-To Ham oro-ro! — ka-
IIpaA CIA€BBIBaeT. — OH MUTOM CMEKHYA, KyAbl Hac Kapaa 3aMaHUTh Xo4eT... Aa He TyT-TO
ObBInO!..

[To>kmA0OM Ka3ak CoOrAallaeTcs:

— Llo11 Kapaa Tax 363 Ha yMe... EMy nTaaell y poT H3 kKaapu! BUH ero MUTOM CKYCHT...

— Hwuué! — BcTynaeT B pa3roBoOp elllé OAUH COAAQT. — MBI HaKAAAEM eMy | IO IIee, U
IIOHM>KE, U TYABI, Ha U€M ero IaHTaAOHBI AepsKaTcs!..

Bokpyr KocTpa rpeMUT X0XoT. [TOAXOAUT AeKypPHBIU Oouriep:

— Bel yero TyT perouerte, Kak kxepeb1pl¢ Hemopsaok sTo... — xmypurca. — Iagaure,
IIIBEAOB 3@ CMEXOM He ITPOBOPOHETE...

— Hukaxk HeT, BallleCTBO! — BBITATUBAETCSA B CTPYHKY Kallpaa U KoMaHAyeT: — [Torexy
npekpatuTb! HUIIKHYTE 1 cMOTpeTs B 00al..

— Hy, To-To xe! 3HauuT, OBITH HOCeMy!.. — oduiep OTIPaBASIETCI K APyTOMY IOCTY.
[To>kmA0¥ Ka3aK IIPOBOJKAET €ro B3TASAOM U YKOPU3HEHHO 3aMevaerT:

— Hy, uxurra y Bac, Mockanei! fK Ha maary...

— Adro Tebe He IO HAPaBY?.. — OTKAUKaeTcs Kanpaa. — CaysKOa, oHa CAy>KOa U eCThb...
Besae OPIAOK AOASKOH OBITh...

MoOAOAOT COAAAT AFOOOTIBITCTBYET:

— A BBI, XOXABI, TIOPSAKOB, IIITO AW, COBCEM He Tpu3HaéTe? HavyaAbHUK BaM HEIITO He
yKas?..

Ka3zak oTBeuaeT € yCMeIIKON:

— HavanbHUKUB y Hac HOMa... TUABKH aTaMaH, Ad IIfe — reTMaH...

— A KTO UX CTaBUT? — CIIpalliuBaeT elé opAuH coapaT. — CaM apb AU Kak?..

— MuI camu ux BeIOMpaemo. Ha o01iiem cxupe.

— M rermana? — B roaoce KallpaAa 3By49UT COMHEHUe.

U rermana TaK. [1J00 3aB>KRAM CTOSIA 3@ BCHUX...

MOAOAOT COAAAT YXMBIASIETCS:

— Bot u BeIOpaau cebe Mazeny!.. A oH B354 Aa K IIBepaM cO€r!l.. KuHyA Bac, HEypSIAAU-
BBIX...

ITo>XxuAo¥ Ka3ak MBITAeTCS BO3Pa3UTh, HO HEBAAAEKE CABIIINTCSA TPEBOKHBIN IITyM, CTYK
KOIBIT... Kammpaa BCKaKUBaeT, XBATASACh 3@ PYJKbE:

— Crou! Kro upét?!..

Ha cBeT KOoCTpa U3 TeMHOTHI BEICKAKWBAIOT BCAAHUKU B CUHUX MyHAMpPax. AO30pHEBIe
IIOAHUMAIOT OPY’KHeE, HO IIEPBBII U3 IIOIBUBIINUXCA (3TO IIBEACKUU KOPOAB) CTPEASIET B MO-
AOAOTO COAAATA, CUAMIIETO € Kpad... TOT MapaeT, OAHAKO IOKUAOY Ka3ak, BEIXBATUB IIUCTO-
A€T, yCcIleBaeT BhINTaAuTh B Kapaa. Kopoab 60Ae3HEHHO BCKPUKUBAET, HO KPEIIKO AePIKUTCS
B CE€AA€, M KOHb YHOCHUT ero B TeMHOTYy. CBUTa MOHapXa 0eCIOPSIAOUYHO ITAAUT B BO3AYX, AO-
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30pHBIE TOJKE OTAAIIAIOT HOUb BLICTPEAAMH. ..

B pycckoM Aarepe nmopHUMaeTcs UIyM U cyeTa. K KapayAbHBIM OeXKUT A€KYPHBIU OPU-
1ep:

— Yro 3a cBapa, cAy>kuBble?! B Koro crpeasian?..

— IlIBeacKmi pa3besp, BallecTBO!.. — oIpaBABIBaeTcsd Kampaa. — HaneTean, Kak ca-
panual..

Moaopo1t coapat cToHeT. OCcTaAbHBIE OPOCAIOTCI K HEMY:

— MurTtroxa, Tel )kuB?! JKus aanb HeT?! BoT cBOAOUB!..

Odutiep TOAXOAUT K paHeHOMY. V13 TEeMHOTHI TOSIBASIFOTCSI MEHIITMKOB U TOCYAAPh, CAe-
AOM BO3HMKaeT Ijapckagd cBuTa. [1eTp:

— Yro TyT y Bac? [1o KakoMy CAydYaro KaHOHaAA? ..

AeXXypHBI ouliep panopryer:

— IIIBean!, Barre BeanuecTBO, U3BOAMAU BBEIAA3KY CAEAQTh...

— OTOUAM BBl UX? — CIIpalllMBaeT Ilaphb.

— Tak TouHo! BerAbIM OTHEM...

— AsTrokak? — MeHIINKOB yKa3blBaeT Ha paHeHOro coapaTa. Oduiiep HeAOBKO OIIPaB-
ABIBAETCsI:

— EMy, Ballle IpeBOCXOAUTEABCTBO, HE TIOBE3A0. 3allelIMAO MAAOCTb...

l'ocypaph HAaKAOHSETCS Hap COAAQTOM:

— Aekaps ciopa! — TporaeT 6epHATY 3a Taedo. — Hy, moTepny, cokoauk! Kpenuce... —
3aMedaeT KPOBb Ha CBOEU A@AOHU.

— Ll> nxXHUM KOPOAB IPUCKOYMB, — HEOKHUAAQHHO 3a4BASET Ka3akK, — 5 eMy HOTy IIpo-
CTPEAUB...

[TéTp BBITIpSAMASETCS:

— Te1 parua camoro Kapaa? Aa HeyxTOo?!..

— Ors... — IPOCTO OTBeYaeT Ka3aK. — THABKM KaAb M3HJ, 110 H3 yOuB... Ha nosesao
Tpoxu!..
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BEIBIINY MaAOPOCCUNUCKHUY TFeTMaH AeKUT Y ce04 B IIIaTpe, BHOBb N300pakasg OOASAIIETO.
Ha roaoBe koMnpecc, raasa 3aKphIThl, HO Ma3zera He CIIUT, €0 OAOAEBAIOT ObIABIE BOCIIOMU-
HaHMA: BOT €r0, MOAOAOI'O, HO TeHEPAABHOI'O THCAPs, IPUBOAAT B IIPOCTOPHBIN 3aA [Tocoab-
CKOTO IpuKasa Poccuun...

[TpssMO HAIIPOTHUB BHICOKOUM ABEPU — OIPOMHBINM CTOA, 3@ KOTOPBIM CUAUT 'A@Ba IIpUKa-
3a — ApramoH Cepreesuu MaTBeeB. Ma3zena 05KUAAA YBUAETE IOJKUAOTO OOSIPHUHA C OKAA-
AMCTON OOPOAOM A0 CAMOTO JKHUBOTQ, @ 3@ CTOAOM PACIIOAOKUACI HEMOAOAOW, HO (DPAHTO-
BaThIM MY>K4YMHA C HEOOABIINMH YCAaMU W aKKypaTHOM OOPOAKOM, OONAUEHHEIN B KadTaH,
IIOXOJKUM Ha MOABCKUM JKyIlaH. [lepecTynuB MOPOT, TA€HHUK HU3KO KAQHSIETCS.

— OTO OH? — cIpaluBaeT MaTBeeB y IPUCTAaBOB.

— OH caMbIl, OaTIOKAa-004pUH, — OTBEYalOT IPUCTaBhI, KAaHAACh, — K caaTany Tau-
HYIO I'PAaMOTY BE3...

— AaBaiiTe e€ CI0pd, — pacnopskKaeTcs rAaBa IpuKasa. Cayra MOAOILIEA U B3IA OyMary.
MarBeeB He cIIellla pa3BepHYA €€ U CTaA BHUMATEABHO YUTATh, U3PeAKa IIOTAIABIBad Ha Ma-
3enry. TOT coOpan B KyAaK BCIO BOAIO, U3BOPOTAMBOCTE U IIPO30PAUBOCTD, YETKO IIOHUMaAS,
YTO B 3TOT MUMOAETHBIN MUT pellaeTcs ero cyabOa. ITapaTe Ha KOAEHU, MOAUTE O IIOIAAe U
CHUCXOJKAEHUHU OBIAO OBl SBHO OIIPOMETUYUBO U rAyTIO. VM He MeHee TAYIIO IPOSIBUTH YIIPSIM-
CTBO U T€POU3M.

— Hy, 4To cKaskenb?.. — IIOAOKUB I'PaMOTY Ha CTOA, CIIPOCUA MaTBeeB.

— A UTO CKazaTh? — OCTOPOYKHO OTBETCTBYyeT IIAeHHHK. — O, tempora! O, mores!

'rnaza y 60siprHa CBEPKHYAM!

— Tel 3HaeNIb AQTHIHB? ..

— Ywuraro u nuiry, — CKpOMHO OoTBeTUA Masena. 'haBa Ipyukasa MaxHyA PYKOM Ha IIPU-
CTaBOB:

— Crynaiite!.. — OHM 00a MOKAOHUAMCE U BEIIIIAU. MaTBees moKa3zanr Masele Ha Ta0y-
peT BOAU3U cToAd: — [Ipoviau U CIAb...

[TheHHUK, cTapasch He CTy4aTh CalloraMy, IPOBOPHO IPUOAMBUACS U OITYyCTUACS Ha yKa-
3@aHHOEe MeCTO. MaTBeeB CIIPATAA B yCaX YABIOKY...

B mraTép BOeraeT OpAUK. YBUAEB A€KAIETO C 3aKPLITBIMU I'A@3aMU I'eTMaHa, OH 3aCThI-
BaeT Ha ITopore, HO MazeIna U3-IoA IPUKPBITEIX BEK KOCUTCS Ha HEro U CUIIUT:

— o Tam?..

— Mockaau mBeAOB ObIOTh!.. — BbImaauBaeT OpAuK. ['eTMaH oTOpackiBaeT KOMITPECC,
PBIBKOM CAASCH Ha ITIOCTEAU:

— Azl

— SIK Ty moraHy KO3y... — KPUBO yCMeXaeTCs IUcaphb.
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Mazserma 1ierieHeeT:

— A Ho 6pentemb? SIK JKaK Tak?!..

— Ocb ToOu kpecT! — OPAUK pa3MallluCTO KPeCTUTCs. ['eTMaH BCKaKKUBaeT Ha HOTU:

— A>3 CepAIOKHu?..

— Tyra BOoHEL TBOEM! MOBBI JKAYTb...

Maszena AMXOpapOuHO HapeBaeT KadTaH U Manaxy:

— TuxkaThb mBbIAYE Tpebal..

OH penInTeAbHO YCTPEMASIETCS K BEIXOAY, HO IIOAOT IIIaTpa OTKUABIBAETCS, U IIOSIBASIET-
cs BoliHapOBCKUM:

— TreI KyaBL ASABKO VIBaH?.. — epBa He CTOAKHYBIINCE HOCOM K HOCY € FeTMaHOM, BOC-
KAHUIIAeT MAeMSIHHUK.
— TuxaTb Tpeba... — CKBO3b 3yObl OpocaeT Ma3zerna.

— Yomy? — HepoyMeBaeT BortHapoBckui. — IIIBeABI MOCKAAeU IOTHAARL...

FeTMaH cTOAGOM 3aCTHIBAET Ha MeCTe, C HEAOyMeHUEM U THEBOM IIEPEBOAS B3TASIA C OA-
HOTO Ha ApyToOro:

— BrI 1110, 6@MCTPIOKH, CMeeTeCh HaAu MHOM ¢! Xuba s BaM MaAeHbKUN XAomerr? !

— Hu, psaapko VMBaH, — GOKUTCS IAEMSIHHUK, — 3PAHKY IIBEABI 3aXOIUABLI TapMaThl y
MOCKAAUB, IOTUM MOCKAAHU ITOPYOaABI IIIBEAUB, @ 3apa3 IIIBEABI TOHITH OMCOBBIX KallalloB...

Ma3zena B HeAOyMEHHUM U PaCTePIHHOCTHA CTOUT Ha IOPOTE U HEOKUAQHHO CIIPAIIMBAET:

— A A3 AOMUKOBCKUM ¢

— Ero HaMa... — OTBOAUT B3TASIA TUCAP.

— Hbama? Ak Homa?l..

— Hukro ero o 6aunn. MaOyab, BUH YTHK...

Masena Tsa’KeAo OIyCKaeTCs Ha TabyperT....

A B 37O BpeM4 11apb [TETp B pacIlOAO’KEeHUM CBOUX I'AaBHBIX BOMCK HAOAIOAQET 3a OTXO-
AOM KaBarepuu MEeHIINKOBA:

— Monopaern Aauuabia! — IéTp pa3BopaunBaeT KOHSA U PHICHIO YCTPEMASIETCS K IEPEAO-
BBIM IIIEpEHTaM PYCCKHUX ITOAKOB. [TopAHUMaeT pyKy:

— BowmnctBO poccuiickoe!.. IIpuiiéa yac, Korpa B BalluxX pykax cypbba OredecTsal
[MacTs eMy MAM BO3POAUTECS CUABHee, 4eM IpeskAe... He 3a IleTpa Bl HBIHUE BOIOETE, a 3a
TrOCYAQPCTBO, €My BPYYEHHOE, 3@ POA CBOM, 3@ BeCh HApOA poccuiickuii!l.. A o060 MHe 3Hal-
Te, — Iapb OBET cedd B rPyAb, — MHE JKU3HBb MOS HEAOPOTa — TOABKO Obl )kuaa Poccusg, eé
YeCThb, CAaBa U OAaropeHCTBUE!..

Ha nmocaepHUX CAOBaxX 3a CIMHOW FOCyAAaps I'PeM4T MyIIeuHble PACKaThL: 3TO 3aTOBOPH-
AU OPYAMSI IIIECTH TAABHBIX OaTapeid. SIaApaMu 1 KapTeybio OHU BCTPETHAM LIBEACKYIO KOH-
HUIy U IIeXOTy, IPEeCAEAOBABIIYIO KaBaArepUlo CBeTAeIero. CTpaTerundyeCcKUil 3aMbICEA
ITeTpa ypancd Oaecraie...

— BoT Tenepb MBI AaAUM UM >Kapy! — 1apb BBIXBaThIBaeT cabato. — Brepép, pedsra! —
OH OpocaeT KOHS BCKaYb.

KonHuNa 1 nexora yCTpeMASIOTCS HaBCTpeuy IIBepaM. Haganoch reHepaabHOE TIOATaB-
CKOe CpaskeHUe...

Kapa, paHeHHBIM B HOTy HaKaHyHe M CA€AUBIIMU 3a Cpa’keHUeM, IIOAyAerKa B Kpec-
Ae-HOCHUAKAX, OIIIEAOMAEH U PACTEPSIH.

— T'enepan!.. — xpuuut oH. — YTO 3TO Takoe?!..

PelHIIINABA, HAKAOHUBIINCH B CEAAE, CTAPAETCS IepeKpUYaTh BOM U I'POXOT OUTBEL:

— Pycckue nepexutpuan Hac! 9ToO AOByIIKA! ..

— Iae Hlaunnen6ax?! Yro ¢ AeBenraynrom?!..

Penmmuabp He oTBeuaeT. OH He 3HaeT, yTo llIaunneHOax yrOAUA B IIA€H, a /AeBeHTayIT C
IIPEBEAUKUM TPYAOM OTOMBAETCS OT PYCCKUX MEXOTHUHIIEB. ..

Pycckuii napp HeCETCS BCKaub B PIAY AParyH, U BADYT B OPHUIEPCKYIO OASIXY HA €ro
IPYAU yAapseT IyAd... [TIETp uyAOM YAEP KMBAETCS B CEAAE, IOAHSAB KOHS Ha ABIOBL. AparyHbl
IIPOBOPHO OOXOASAT CBOETO TOCYAAPSI...

— Bcé rapom, TTéTp Anekcenu?.. — 00eCIIOKOEHO CIIPAIINBAET IOACKOUMBIINY K HEMY
l'oAnIbIH.

Llapp mokasbsIBaeT eMy IOBPEXAEHHYIO METAANYECKYIO IIAACTUHY. ['OAUIIBIH YKOPHU3-
HEHHO IIPUCBUCTBIBAET, U B 3TO BpeM4 C IleTpa creTaeT uépHasa Tpeyroaka. OKa3aBIIUNCI
ITOOAM30CTU AParyH 3aKPHLIBAET 11apsi CBOUM TEAOM:

— Barmre BeanuecTBo, onu B Bac neaqar!.. Hapo mocoeniats!..

F'oAWIBIH CIIPBITUBAET HA 3€MAIO U IOAHUMAET [JaPCKUM TOAOBHOMU yOOP.

— Bnepépa, Muxatiro!.. — Bockaunaet [16Tp, Ha XOAy IpuHUMas Iadny. — Crnacu6o,
Opareri!.. — XAOIIaeT OH IO IIAEYY AParyHa M AeTUT AaAbllle. Ellé opHa ITyAs BIPBI3aeTCs eMy
B CeANO. [OAUIIBIH CKaYeT CAEAOM. ..

Ha TpeTs nopeaeBIias IMIBEACKAs IIeX0Ta IPOPLIBAETCS CKBO3b OTOHb PYCCKUX OaTapel,
U 3AeCh e€ BCTPeYaroT HAlllM IeXOTHUHIIB 1 KOHHUKU. /AeBEeHTayIIT 3aMedaeT HOBITOPOALIEB,
IIePEOAETHIX B MYHAUPHI CEMEHOBCKOTI'O ITOAKA.
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— Tyaa, rBapaenIisl! — KOMaHAyeT reHepaa. — beliTe 3Tux HOBOOpaHIleB!..

[ITBepBI OPOCAIOTCA B IITHIKOBYIO TAKy Ha HOBIT'OPOACKHUU ITOAK...

K [IIepeMeTeBy 1 PennHUHY, CTOAIIUM B pe3epBe, IOAAeTaeT MeHIIIUKOB, YBEAIIUN CBOIO
KOHHUITY M3-TI0A YA@pa II0 IIPUKa3y aps.

— TI'pe rocypapb? — Ha CKaky cropammBaeT oH. lllepemeTeB IIOKa3bIBaeT ABM)KEHUEM

PYKH:

— INocnemma HaBcTpeuy Kapay...

— Ox, MaTb yecTHas! — cokpyllaercs AaHUABIY. — MHe OBl XOTh OAUH OaTaAbOH Apa-
ryH — u KapaAy KoHell ObI TpUIIEA!..

— He TyXu, cBeTAenmi, — ycMmexaercd PemuuH. — OT IIBEAOB celyac MyX U Iepbs
retat!..

TyT Ha pBICAX K HUM IPUOAMIKAEeTCs PEHH € AeCATKOM ApParyH, AepsKallliX B KOABIIE ITAe-
HEHHOTO IIIBEACKOTO TeHepaAa.

— Oro-ro! — BockauiaeT MeHIINKOB. — Ba’kHas ITHIA K HAM B CUAKH II0IIaAal..

— Oro aunnen6ax, — cooOulaeT PenH. IlIaunnen6ax 4To-TO crpammnBaeT y PeHHa
(pasroBop WAET mo-HeMeTKu). PeHH mepeBOAUT HAIUM reHeparaM: — EMy XoTeaoch OB
YBUAETDH TOCYAQPHL...

— Wb, gero 3axotea! He MHOTO AU YeCTU AAST TOOUTOrO cymnocTaTa?.. MosyKeT, ero op-
AEHOM HarpapuTh?.. — MeHIINKOB NOABe3>KaeT U 3abupaeT y lllannnenb6axa mmnary. — Tak
OHO, reHepan, OyAET BEpHee...
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27 utond. llaTép Magzenbl. BeIBIITUY reT™MaH, ero NAeMSHHUK BoMHapoOBCKUM U TeHe-
PanabHBIN Hcapb OPAUK CHUAAT B TDEBOKHOM O’KMAAHUM KOHIIA OMTBHL. 3@ CTeHaMH IaTpa
CABIIIIHBI 3aATIHI ITYIIIEK, PJKAaHbe AOIIaAeH, 3BOH JKeAesa...

— Cayxayi, [MTuaun, — oOpamjaercss Mazena K Opauky. — Ocb n1o0aub, [0 TaM IIBe-
ABI 3 MOCKAAIMM POOATH?.. — MHUCAPh HEXOTS MOAHUMAETCS U BEIXOAUT. ['eTMaH IepeBOAAT
B3TAsIA Ha BotiHapoBckoro: — Bot Take pnao, xaomue!l.. S naps ITeTpo, — oH mokasbiBaeT Ha
apIINH OT 3€MAH, — IOIEePBY TAKUM AUTHIHOM O6auuA. OCh Tak...

I[ThAeMAHHUK YAUBASIETCH:

— AaTeIrmo?! A aK?..

W cTapbiii reTMaH pacckasbiBaeT: MockBa. Kpemab. 1674 roa,. M3 ITocoabCcKOTO TIpUKasa
BBIXOAAT 00ApUH ApTaMOH MaTBeeB U TpuapllaTuAeTHHY Maa3sena. [To KpeMAEBCKOMY ABOPY
€AET IBbIIIHAA KapeTa, B KOTOPOU CHUAUT 1apb AAreKcel ¢ MOAOAOU >KeHoU HarTaabeir Ha-
PHIIKKUHOMN. Ha KoAeHSX caMoapepsKIla CUAUT ABYXAETHUM MaAbYUK B AOPOroM KadhTaHUUKe
1 6apXaTHOU LIAMIOUKe...

MartBeeB 1 Ma3sena HU3KO KAQHAIOTCA. Llapb OCTaHaBAMBAET 3KUMAK U MAHUT PYKOIO
OosipuHa. MaTBeeB TTOAXOAUT. AAeKCcel OTAQET pebEHKa KeHe M 0 YEM-TO paccIipaliuBaeT
raaBy [Tocoabckoro npukasa. Masena NprUCcTarbHO HAOAIOAQET 3@ IIPOUCXOAAIIUM.

MaTBeeB TOAPOOHO 000 BCEM AOKAJABIBAET I1apio. AAeKcel, IIOBepX ero IAeda, He-
CKOABKO pa3 OpocaeT Ha nucapsg BHUMATEAbHBIN B3TASA. Masela CTOUT C BUAOM CIIOKOM-
HBIM M CMUPEeHHEBIM. Llaps 3a0upaeT y >KeHbl HEIIOCEAAUBOTO MAaAbUOHKY U IIPUKA3bIBAET
TporaTbcs. Kapera Tuxo oTbe3’kKaeT. MaTBeeB KeCTOM IIOA3bIBaeT Iucaps. Maszena He 3a-
CTaBASIET Ce0sl JKAQTD.

— OTo rocypapb Arekcelt MuxXaabd, — roBOPUT eMy raaBa [ TocOABCKOTO IIpuKasa, — C
MAQALIMM CBIHUIIKOM [TeTpoM AreKkcendeM...

3a cTeHaMH I1aTpa pa3pacTaeTcsl TPEBOJKHEBIN IITyM, U BHYTPb BOeratoT OpAuK U buleB-
CKUM.

— INan rerman! — BBIKPUKMBAET Mucapb. — TuKarhb Tpeda! 30 Bcux HOT!..

— LIBeaBI B3R MOOUTALBI!.. ATosKe MIBBIAKO!.. — TTOAXBaThIBaeT BbleBCKUM.

Ma3ena BCKaKMBaeT Ha HOTH, XBaTaeT CabAI0O M IUCTOAB, HA XOAY TpUKa3biBast OPAUKY:

— INuann! CkapOHUIY TUABKH H3 OCTaBb... [IpokasgHy!..

[Mucapb KpecTUTC:

— A Mmo>xHO?! X1ba g ¢303 AIOTBIM BOPOT?..

Bce aApy>kHO BEBICHIIIAIOT HapyXy. C 3acepraHHBIMU KOHSIMH BO3A€ IIaTpa TOAISTCS
CepAIOKHU. Ma3zeIy CIIeITHO YCa’KUBAIOT B CEANO...

Pycckue BOBCIO rpoMAT HIBEAOB. [IETP B Tyllle HOBrOPOACKOIO IIOAKA PACIIPABASIETCS C
IIBEACKMMU ITBapAeUIiaMu.

— Kpymn ux, pedara! He paBaii ciiycky! Cmeneri!..

[ITBeaEbI OeryT. /AeBeHTayIT NBITAeTCI OCTAHOBUTE OeryIuX, HO TIIETHO.

K xopoaro nopckakusaer Llniappe, U CA€AOM 3a HUM — IIOXOAHAS KapeTa.

— Bame BeanuectBo! — ymoaseT oH. — Ilpoury Bac caputecsa! Iopa...

— Haute K uépTy!.. — psaBkaeT Kapa.

l'enepan pa€T 3HAK TEAOXPAHUTEAIM:
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— B kapety! Bpemsa He 5KAET...
MoHapxa CHUAKOM yCa’kKUBaIOT BHYTpPb. KapeTa yHOCHTCS IIpOYb, & B KOPOAEBCKHE HO-
CHUAKU yAapsieT SAPO, Pa3HOCS UX B IIEIKU...
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27 nrona. Tpu yaca nonoayAHU. [Toae 6UTBEL TOA TTOATABOM CIIAOIIBL YCETHO MEPTBBIMU
TearaMu. lIBepcKMe IEXOTUHIBL, PEUTAPBI U APAOAHTHI HAIIAU 3A€Ch CBOE IIOCAEAHEEe IIPU-
oeskuiIle...

K npocTopHOM naraTKe pyCCKOTO [aps BEAYT TOAITY IA€HEHHBIX BPa’KeCKUX reHEePaAOB:
UIannnenbaxa, llItakeapOepra, Pelinmuabaa, Melipeasd, 'aMUABTOHE, IpeMbep-MUHUCTPA
IMunepa c cekpeTapsaMu... Bup y HUX OHYPBIUA U IIOMATBIH. ..

W3 nmaraTky BeIxoAUT [T€TD:

— Bal.. Koro g Bu>Xy? — OH HIMPOKO PacCKUABLIBaeT pyKu. — Aoporue roctu! Mbl Bam
paagl! ITporlrry Bcex II0’Kan0BaTh K CTOAY! — IIepeXOAUT Ha HeMellKUM: — Sl He BUJKY Cpepr
Bac Moero 6pata Kapaa? Uro c Hum? OH youT? PaHeH?.. — Iapb TOBOPUT CBOEMY ACHIIIUKY:
— AAEKCaHAD, PacIOpSIAUCH BEPHYTh reHepaAaM IINaru, — U HIMPOKUM KeCTOM IIPUTAQ-
IIaeT MIBeAOB BouTu: — [Ipoiry, rocriopal.. — B IaaaTKe 3BaHHBIX FOCTEM JKAET POCKOIIHOE
YTOlIleHbe: JKapeHble MOPOCATa, AUYb, CHIPHI, (PPYKTH], BUHA TECHATCS Ha CTOAAX. — Baru
KOPOAB O0elllaA HAKOPMUTE BaC B MOEM IIIaTpe, a caM Ha 00eA He TTOKAAOBAA. ..

KUKUH OPUHOCUT HINIaru U BO3BpalllaeT UX BAapeAbllaM. LlIBeabl pa3zdupaioT Ka*KABIN
cBoto. K manaTke nopxopaT MeHmmukoB, Pennus, ['oauriere, bBoyp, Bproc, Aarapt, Betipe...

— Arpe Pern? — cmparmuBaet 1apb y MeHIIINKOBa.

— OH paHeH.

— Taxeno?..

— He caumkom...

— INporry rocnoa reHEParOB PaA3AEAUTb CO MHOM MOIO CKYAHYIO Tpalesy...

[ITBeaEl, He CKPBIBas NU3YMAEHUS U IPUA3HHU, OXOTHO YCa>KMBAIOTCS 3a CTOABL. HanpoTus
pacnoAararoTcs pOCCUUCKUE reHepaAbl BO raase ¢ [leTpoM. YAbIOasaCh, OH TOBOPHUT:

— Temneps, FOCIIOAQ, HAC PA3AEASIOT He MYIIKHU U KPEIIOCTHBIE CTEeHB], a TeAd II0Bep KeH-
HBIX IOPOCHT, TyCeM U yTOK...

[ITanneHOax mapupyer:

— O, "ert, Barie BeanuectBo! OHU Hac ckopee 00 bepAMHSIIOT! ..

[MTéTp mopHMMaeT OOKaA:

— Toraa HepBEIM TOCT... 3@ Bac, rOCIIoAa TeHepaabl! 3a HaIllMX I'AaBHBIX YUYUTEAEeH B paT-
Ho HayKke!.. VI Moero 6paTa Kapaal!..

ITpembep-munaUCTp [Tuniep 3aMevaeT:

— Ilpoctute, Bamre BeanuecTBO, HO He O4eHb AFOOE3HO OOOIIAUCH C BAIIUMU YUUTEAS-
Mul..

— Ha to ona BotiHa!.. Hero >xe BBl XOTHTE? 3a €€ )KeAaHHBIN KOHell!.. ByaeM 300pOBEL!..

3a CTeHaMU aAaTKU FPEMUT ITOOEAHBIU CAAKOT. ..

A cTapelli reTMaH, B OKPY>KeHHUU CBOMX CEPAIOKOB, MUMTCS Ha foT, K AHenpy. OH co6paH,
COCPEeAOTOYEH U AETUT BO BeCh OIOP. B XBOoCTe OpaBEl OETAEIIOB, IOAIPBHITUBAY, KAaTAT TPU
IIOABOABI C T€TMAHCKOM COKPOBUIIHUIIEN. ..

nuAor

Il'etmaHCcKag cToanna — barypus. 1687 roa. Ha MalipaHe TOAISATCS COTHM AIOAEH, B OC-
HOBHOM Ka3aKOB. 3AeCh COOPAAUCH PeeCTPOBLIe, TaK Ha3bIBaeMble «3HaUHbIE» U AUXUE I10-
cAaHIBEI U3 3anoposkckoi Ceun. Kazarkas cTapiiHa B HeOOBITHBIX 1IapOBapax, B AOPOTUX
>KyTlaHaX ¥ BBICOKHUX TIallaxaxX Co MIABIKOM, OITYCTUBIIUMCS Ha CITMHBI, KAPTUHHO CTOUT 9yTh
B cTOpOHe. ['eHepanbHBIN CyAbsa Bacuanit Kouybelt mopHOCUT Ma3sele reTMaHCKYIO OyAaBYy:

— AAacKaBo ITpocuMo T30, TaHe Ma3zemnal..

Masemna OTHEKUBaAETCH:

— Hb» Moy, nanoBe pobpopuiicTso... Hu gk...

KouyGeli BHOBb IOAQET eMy OyAaBY:

— Bapyre npocumo nnaHa Mazemny OyTu TeTMaHOM...

Ma3sena He coraaaeTcs:

— S1 H3 MO>Ky 3HECTH TaKOI'0O BaKKOT0 ypsAy... Ha cnopobuBcs...

Kouy0Oell B TOCAeAHUU pa3 IpepraraeT OyAaBy:

— Y TpeTuil pa3 IpocUMO ITaHa Masely cTaTy HallluM SCHOBEABMOSKHBIM T€TMAHOM...

ToT, HaKOHell, corAalllaeTcs, IPUHUMAs 3HaK BBICIIIErO0 AOCTOMHCTBA, U IIAOIIAAL OTAQ-
11aeTcsa KAUKamMu: «/\rooo! Atobo!» Masemy cTaB4aT Ha CTOA, BCe CHUMAIOT NTalaxy, U3 [epKBU
BBIHOCSIT XOPYTBH 1 OyHUyKHU. Pazparorcsa kpuku: «Cmuttsa! CvutTs!» M3 Ka3arkon TOAIBL
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BBIXOAST CaMble CTapble U 3aCAY’KEHHBIE BOUHBI C TPUTOPIITHIMI CHIPOY 3€MAU (CMUTTS). ..

[ToAXOAAT K CTOAY, Ha KOTOPOM BO3BBINIAETCS HOBOSIBAGHHBIW I'eTMaH, M TOT HU3KO
CKAOHSIET TOAOBY. BeTepaHbl pa3KUMaloT A@AOHH, U Ha TeMs Ma3selbl OIlyCKaloTCs KOMbS
CBIPOM, BA3KOU IIOUBHI, CTeKasg eMy Ha A00 U Aurno. OH TepleAnBO CHOCUT YHU3UTEABHBIN
00PSIA TIEPEA TPIAYILINM BO3BBIIIIEHUEM. ..

Mati mecst 1710 roaa. AeBoOepeskHast YKpauHa.

Bokpyr caenoro 6aHAYpHCTa COOPAAUCH AOCY KHME CAYIIaTeAU: MY’KHUKHU, O0a0BI, CTapy-
xu U peTBopa. [lop HerpoMKue, BKpapuUBbIe TepeOophl 3aAYIIIEBHOTO MHCTPYMEHTa CTapUK
BBIBOAUT:

Omak 3aKUH1YUAOCH XKUummsl

Bugnoro remmana Hsana Masenst,

Kompegiii 6yB 6arameim groxe,

A nomum cmas, K 3MUSA, TUA...

U noxoBaau tioro y mypeubKot 3eMAU,

Ha 6pe3e AynaeBu, w06 A0g NpaBOCAABHbLU
Moruanbt tioro H3 3HAUWOB,

Hb5 KAsiA ero u H3 XBAQAUSB...

MenaoprYHO 3By4YaT MOCAEAHUE aKKOPABL. CeppOOOABHEBIE CAYIIATEAN: CTAPUKHU, CTAPY-
XU ¥ MOAOAUIIBI CTaPaTEABHO YTUPAIOT CAE3H], @ CypPOBBIe Ka3akU XMYPSATCS 1 IIOKYCBIBAIOT
OTBUCABIE YCHL...

C OKOHYAHHEM «AYMBI» XAOITYUK-IIOBOABIPE OOXOAUT 3€BaK C XOAIIOBOU CYyMOMH, U TyAd
OpoCaloT IOAASTHUS: MAATHUIB], PeITYaThIN AYK, YeCHOK, CaAo... 3aTeM HapoA MEAAEHHO pac-
XOAUTCS, KOE-KTO ITIOBTOPSSA BCAYX:

— Orak, KyMe, BOHO Ha cBUTHU OyBae! ByB maHoM, a CTaB XaMOM....

A cocep B OTBeT:

— Hb Tp36a 6yA0 30 1IBepaMU BA3aTUCh... BUH H3 AyMaB, SIKIIO yCE PAaIllTOM IellHeThCs!
SIKUI AOAM BUH €303 LIyKas?.. 11 4oro 3HaIos?..

OcTaBIINCH HaeAVHe, CTAaPUK OAHAYPUCT U XAOIMUUK COOUPAOTCs B Aopory. CTapuK Ie-
PEeKUABIBAET 3a CIMHY UHCTPYMEHT, OepPET B PYKHU NOCOX... MaAbYMK, BO3MOKHO B ITIEPBBIN
pas 3aAyMaBIINUChE O OEAHOM repoe CTAPUKOBCKOU OAAAAABI, CIIPAIIMBAET:

— Appy, a xTo O0yB Maszena? Agx uu BKpauHer?..

CTapHuK AOATO MOAYUT, IOTOM OTBe4aeT YKAOHUUBO:

— BuH OyB IpaBOCAABHBI.

MaAb4uK, He YAOBAETBOPUBIIUCEH OTBETOM, AFOOOIBITCTBYET:

— A 3a KOTO BUH BOIOBaB? 3a MOCKAAUB, aAe 3a IIIBEAUBY?..

Crapelit 0aHAYPUCT IPOU3HOCUT IIOUTH O3 KOAeOaHUN!

— BoroBaB BHH THABKH 3a C303...

P.S. ABmop, yBaxas u yeHs UCmMOPUYECKyl0 NpABgy, pabomar HAg MamepudaAoM, Onu-
pasack Ha mpygbl A. I[lyuikuHa (Ha3BaHue no3aumcmaBoBaHo y Hero), H. Kapamsuna, C. Co-
A0BbEBQ, B. KatoueBckoro, H. KocmomapoBa, E. Tapae, H. [TaBAaeHKO, @ MAKXe HA COYUHEeHUs
3apybexxnbix ucmopuxkoB — A. Oaeapus, XK. Mapxepema, A. HeBuaas, K. BaauweBckoro u
gp. Bce cobbimus u nocmynku repoes BnOAHe COOMBEMCMBYOM gellcmBUmMeAbHbIM (hakmam,
a obpas U. Ma3zenbl, CKOAb BO3MOKHO, MAKCUMAAbHO NPUOAUKEH K opurunary. OH makKoB, Ka-
KOB (gymaemcs MHe) OblA HQ caMOM geAe. ABMOp He NbIMAACS OYepHUmMb ero Aubo npuyKkpa-
cumb, @ UCKPEHHe CMapaAcsi nonams. Pazymeemcs, B KonmeKcme mol 5N0xXu U CO0OPA3HO
MOrgawHuUM npegcmaBAeHUAM 0 gobpe U 3Ae, 0 wecmu u becuecmudl...



